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Malachi: God's last cry before 400 years of silence 

The Book of Malachi is the last propheƟc book of the Old Testament, and it is also the last direct 
word God spoke to the Israelites in the Old Testament era. AŌer this message, about 400 years 
of "holy silence" followed, which was not broken unƟl the appearance of John the BapƟst and 
Jesus Christ in the New Testament era. 

At that Ɵme, the Jews had returned from Babylon capƟvity and the temple was rebuilt, but 
spirituality fell into coldness and complacency. Both the people and the priests formalized their 
faith, and Malachi, in a sharp but hopeful tone, exposed the problem, called for repentance, and 
pointed to future cleansing and redempƟon through a series of vivid "God-man dialogues"—
God declared, the people quesƟoned, and God responded. 

When faith becomes numb, God's voice becomes clearer and harsher; He is not meant to 
destroy, but to heal and restore. 

1. God's unchanging love in the face of human doubt (Malachi 1:1–5) 

The book begins with a gentle but shocking announcement: 

"I loved you all." said the Lord. （1:2） 

The people responded Ɵredly and suspiciously: "In what way do You love us?" 

Long-term disappointment and disappointment make them unable to see God's faithfulness. 
God did not evade it, but answered with His sovereign elecƟon: 

"Wasn't Esau Jacob's brother? But I love Jacob and hate Esau." （1:2–3） 



This is not arbitrary parƟality, but based on God's eternal covenant grace. Israel's ability to 
remain, return, and exist is the most powerful evidence of God's unchanging love. 

Today, we oŌen ask the same quesƟon in difficult situaƟons: Where is God's love? Malachi 
reminds us that God's love is not based on our current feelings or circumstances, but is rooted 
in His unchanging history of character and faithfulness. 

2. A Severe Rebuke of Worship: Scorn God's Name (Malachi 1:6–2:9) 

God then turned to the priests—those who were supposed to lead people in worship. But they 
turned worship into a perfunctory thing: offering blind, lame, sick animals, things that even the 
leaders of the world disdain to accept, but offering them to "the Lord Almighty"! （1:8） 

Painful quesƟon: 

"If a man offers a disabled man to a governor, will he be pleased to accept your offering?" 
（1:8） 

He even said: I would rather close the door of the temple than accept this kind of hypocriƟcal 
worship (1:10). Yet in the midst of rebuke, there is sƟll hope shining: "My name will be exalted 
among the naƟons." （1:11） 

Even if God's people fail, His glory will eventually spread throughout the naƟons. This quesƟon 
asks us through the ages: What we offer to God is the best for ourselves (Ɵme, talent, 
obedience), or is it only the most convenient and painless thing leŌ? True worship always begins 
with reverence and thanksgiving, not habit or reluctance. 

3. Breach of Covenant in Marriage and RelaƟonships (Malachi 2:10–16) 

Spiritual corrupƟon quickly spread to relaƟonships. The people have broken their covenant with 
God and have broken their covenants with each other: 

"Are we not all made by one Father? …… How have each of us treated our brothers with deceit, 
and blasphemed the covenant of God with our fathers?" （2:10） 

Many men abandoned their first wives, married GenƟle women, and even divorced easily, 
causing tears to flow on the altar. God clearly declares, "I hate divorcing my wife!" (2:16) – not 
to hate the wounded, but to hate the sin of betraying loyalty and hurƟng the weak. 

Marriage is supposed to reflect God's unwavering love for us, a sacred, life-renewing covenant. 
In a age of frivolous promises, Malachi calls us to return to faithfulness: to keep our covenants 
in relaƟonships, to honor one another, and to live out the likeness of God's covenant love. 

4. Where is jusƟce? —Future Messengers and Cleansing (Malachi 2:17–3:5) 



The people complained wearily: "Why do evildoers prosper? Where is the God who does 
righteousness?" （2:17） 

Instead of denying their suffering, God gave the most powerful promise: 

"I will send my angels to prepare the way before me...... The Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
enter his temple......" (3:1). 

This "messenger of preparaƟon for the way" was later fulfilled in John the BapƟst, and the 
"Lord" was the Messiah. He will cleanse the Levites like the fire of the alchemist and the alkali of 
the cloth, and judge the oppressors, the sorcerers, the adulterers, the false oaths, and the 
wages of the wages (3:2–5). 

God's righteousness begins first in His family. He will come, and the quesƟon is: Are we willing 
to accept His refinement? 

5. Try Me – Trust and DevoƟon (Malachi 3:6–12) 

A deeper problem emerges: not trusƟng God. 

"How can a man take away the offering of God? But you have taken my offering......" (3:8). 

This is not only a maƩer of money, but also a spiritual negligence - withholding one-tenth of the 
payment and offerings. God rarely invited: 

"You shall send the Ɵthe of your payment into the storehouse...... I will open the windows of 
heaven for you, and I will pour out blessings on ......" (3:10) 

This is not a "give as much as you get" formula, but a challenge of faith: when we obey and 
surrender ourselves, God will respond with abundant provision, protecƟon, and joy. 

6. The Book of Remembrance of the Faithful Remnant and the Day of Righteousness (Malachi 
3:13–4:6) 

Some people ridicule: "Serving God is in vain...... Blessed are the proud......" (3:14–15) 

But those who fear God and remember His name remain faithful quietly. God listened and 
wrote their names in the "book of remembrance" (3:16). They are to be God's precious 
inheritance and set apart on the Day of Judgment (3:17–18). 

The final chapter concludes with a shocking picture: 

For the wicked, "the day of the Lord" burns everything like a furnace (4:1). But for those who 
fear His name, "the sun of righteousness will appear with wings of healing" (4:2), and they will 
rejoice in freedom and restoraƟon like fat calves out of the pen. 



God's final command: remember the law of Moses and foretell that "Elijah" will come first 
(fulfilled by John the BapƟst), so that the hearts of father and son will be reconciled to each 
other and prepared for the Lord to be used by the people (4:4–6). 

Malachi's eternal calling 

As the end of the Old Testament, Malachi became a bridge to the New Testament. He saw 
empty religion, broken relaƟonships, doubƟng faith, cold hearts—but at the same Ɵme exalƟng 
God's unchanging love, refined grace, faithful remembrance, and eventual healing and 
redempƟon. 

The quesƟon he asked us is sƟll sharp to this day: 

 Do we truly honor God greatly? 

 Do we keep our promises and trust in supply? 

 Are we willing to accept His purificaƟon? 

Malachi's final call is an invitaƟon to live out our renewal covenant with God with a life of 
faithfulness and hope while we wait for the "day of righteousness"—the day when Jesus Christ 
will fully reign. For He has come and will come again to heal, restore, and reign forever. 

We pray: Heavenly Father, 
We come before You with humble hearts, standing where Your people once stood in the days of 
Malachi. You were not silent because You were absent, but because You had already spoken 
truth, correcƟon, and love. Teach us to listen while You are speaking, and to respond before our 
hearts grow dull. 

Lord, search us and know us. Where our worship has become rouƟne, renew our reverence. 
Where our obedience has become selecƟve, restore our surrender. Where our love has grown 
cold, rekindle holy devoƟon within us. Do not allow us to honor You with our lips while our 
hearts driŌ far from You. 

You are the God who keeps covenant. Even in rebuke, You spoke mercy; even before silence, You 
promised hope. Turn our hearts back to You, that we may not waste the grace of this moment. 
Shape us into a people who fear Your name, who delight in Your truth, and who live as faithful 
witnesses in a weary generaƟon. 

Prepare us, Lord, as You once prepared the way for the Messiah. Let our lives be an altar 
pleasing to You, refined like gold, purified by Your love. May we be found watchful, faithful, and 
ready—so that when You speak, we obey, and when You move, we follow. 



We trust You in both Your voice and Your silence. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 


