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The Book of Habakkuk: A manual for living in faith when sight cannot prove it 

Before we explore these life-changing truths, let's pray together. 

Heavenly Father, please open our hearts to the truths that You wish to reveal to us through 
Habakkuk. Give us the courage to ask honest quesƟons and accept Your answers with humility—
even when they challenge our expectaƟons. It encounters us in our confusion and pain, leading 
us into that radical and firm faith. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen. 

Habakkuk, the prophet who dared to face God, is about to show us that the most difficult 
problem in our souls is not the enemy of faith. They are oŌen the path to deeper trust than ever 
before. 

When heaven seems silent 

There have always been Ɵmes in history when the foundaƟons of society begin to shake, what 
was once stable collapses, the moral order collapses, and chaos threatens everything that is 
good, pure, and worthy of protecƟon. In those moments, the righteous cried out to heaven with 
a quesƟon that burned deep in their souls: 

"God, where are You? Why don't You do something? How long will this conƟnue?" 

SomeƟmes the silence of heaven is more painful than the chaos of earth. 



This is the world of Habakkuk. This is his crisis. This prompted a prophet of God to do something 
almost unthinkable in ancient Israel: to quesƟon God directly, asking for an explanaƟon as to 
why evil seems to succeed while righteousness suffers. He refuses to accept simple answers or 
empty religious slogans. 

To understand Habakkuk, we must go back to Judah at the end of the seventh century B.C.E., a 
naƟon that had just undergone the greatest reform in history but was rapidly plunging into the 
abyss. That fleeƟng hope now seems like a distant dream. 

The Last Light of Hope: Josiah's Reform 

Josiah ascended the throne at the age of eight and sat on the throne of David, surrounded by a 
naƟon of internal decay. His grandfather Manasseh was the most evil king in the history of 
Judah, who destroyed all the good government of Hezekiah for more than fiŌy years, set up 
idols, sacrificed children, asked mediums, and filled Jerusalem with the blood of innocent 
people. His father, Amun, inherited evil deeds and was assassinated aŌer only two years of rule. 

This is the spiritual inheritance that Josiah inherited. 

However, at the age of sixteen, he began to seek David's God. At the age of twenty, he 
embarked on a thorough idolatry: destroying high places, cuƫng down the pillars of Asherah, 
and burning the bones of false priests. At the age of twenty-six, he discovered the lost book of 
the law during the construcƟon of the temple. He heard the law being read aloud, realized how 
far the country had strayed, tore his clothes, and grieved inexplicably. Subsequently, he carried 
out the most comprehensive spiritual revival in the history of Judah: reading the covenant to 
the people, removing idols, crossing the border to destroy pagan relics, and celebraƟng the 
Passover with a grandeur not seen since the Ɵme of the judges. 

The Bible says: Before and aŌer Josiah, there was no king who turned to the Lord with all his 
heart like him. 

On the surface, this is a revival. Idols disappear, temples are restored, and God's Word returns 
to the center. 

However, this is not enough. 

ReformaƟon without true repentance 

The contemporary prophet Jeremiah gave a devastaƟng judgment: Judah's repentance did not 
come from the heart. This is poliƟcal, external, and royal coercion. People openly demolish 
idols, but conƟnue to worship idols in private. On the surface, they obey the law, but in their 
hearts, they violate it. Religious ceremonies are performed without the mind being changed. 



In 609 BC, Josiah died early at the BaƩle of Megiddo at the age of thirty-nine. The baƩle that 
should not have been in the war took away Judah's last hope. The whole country wept, followed 
by a rapid moral collapse. 

Jeremiah depicts a society full of decepƟon, violence, adultery, injusƟce, and bloodshed. 
Prophets and priests lie, jusƟce is distorted, the poor are oppressed, and the innocent are 
destroyed. Judgment has been pronounced, but it has not yet arrived. The wicked prosper, the 
righteous suffer, and God seems silent. 

Habakkuk's Danger Prayer 

This is the world as Habakkuk sees it: violence in the streets, corrupƟon in the courts, false 
preaching, and silence in heaven. God's promises are delayed, jusƟce is absent. 

He refuses to be cynical, refuse to back down, and refuse to hide behind the spiritual cliché that 
"God is sovereign, so don't ask." He knew that God was righteous, powerful, and had promised 
to judge evil; But everything in front of me is contrary to this belief. 

So, he did something bold and even dangerous – directly quesƟoning God. 

He asked: Why tolerate injusƟce among the people? Why is the law powerless? Why is jusƟce 
distorted? Why do the wicked devour the righteous? If You don't plan to act, why do you let me 
see this? 

These are not abstract theologies, but cries of pain from believers in unanswered prayers and 
unresolved injusƟces. 

But Habakkuk did not know that God had gathered an answer in the East that shocked him—an 
even more disturbing answer. 

Dare to ask "why" faith 

Habakkuk stood in the ruins of failed reforms, seeing the naƟon collapse and crying out for 
belated jusƟce. What follows is one of the most profound conversaƟons in the Bible: the 
confused human being and the sovereign God. 

This book will tell us: how complaining turns into worship, how confusion breeds faith, and how 
trust is forged in obedience rather than clarity. 

The righteous have cried out, and heaven has heard. The answer is coming – but not what 
anyone expected. 

How similar the world of Habakkuk is to ours. God revealed to him exactly what we need when 
promises clash with reality: to keep faith complete, trust unshakable, and joy unfazed by 
circumstances, but based on God's unchanging character. 



The journey from quesƟoning to adoraƟon begins now. 

Cruel honesty before God 

Habakkuk's prayer was rude, did not begin with thanksgiving, and did not end with neat 
obedience. It is naked, confrontaƟonal, accuses God of inacƟon, demands answers, and does 
not hide its pain. 

However, God accepted it and even included it in the canon. 

This tells us that God would rather be cruel honesty than false piety; He prefers real quesƟoning 
to superficial obedience; He longs for authenƟc relaƟonships full of tension over elaborate 
religion that keeps a safe distance. 

We are oŌen taught to pray "correctly": appropriate tone, emoƟonal restraint, and theological 
precision. Habakkuk broke this illusion. God made a prayer of confusion, anger, accusaƟon as 
the Bible. 

Because God is not weak. He is not threatened by your problems, offended by honest doubts, or 
shaken by your setbacks. He would rather listen to your true confusion than deliberate 
certainty; I would rather listen to sincere lamentaƟons than reluctant praise. 

True faith does not hide from God, but brings everything to Him. 

So ask yourself: what are you afraid to ask God? What disappointments did you bury? What 
doubts are silenced by you? What anger do you hide with religious language? 

Habakkuk teaches us that honest quesƟoning is not the enemy of faith, but is oŌen its most 
profound manifestaƟon. 

It was because Habakkuk dared to ask that God spoke. 

Shocking divine response 

God's answer begins with a warning: 

"Watch ye to the naƟons,...... You will be amazed. For in your days I do one thing, and even if 
someone tells you, you will not believe." 

God said: You have been paying aƩenƟon to the corrupƟon within Judah. Now look outward. I 
have started work in your Ɵme, an incredible thing. 

Then came the answer that Habakkuk never expected: 

"I will raise up the Chaldeans, the cruel and violent people......" 

Babylon – the most brutal, ruthless, and feared empire of anƟquity. 



God not only allowed them to rise, but He declared Himself responsible: "I am raising them up." 

They are biƩer, impaƟent, and ruthless, sweeping the earth and seizing land that is not theirs; 
do not submit to any authority, but worship only your own strength; military invincibility, 
violence without disƟncƟon; Give glory to false gods, and arrogance grows with victory. 

This is God's "soluƟon." 

Habakkuk asked God to stop the injusƟce of Judah, but God raised up an even more unjust 
naƟon. He asked to stop the violence, but God brought about greater violence; He asked for 
jusƟce to be restored, but God brought it with seemingly uƩerly unrighteous tools. 

This answer did not comfort him, but shaƩered his expectaƟons. 

When God's ways offend our theology 

There is a disturbing truth here: God judges evil with evil, disciplines His people with evil 
kingdoms, and allows things that seem contrary to His character to achieve His righteous 
purposes. 

This is not a comfortable theology. 

This is the God who raised up Assyria, Babylon, and Rome; The God who expands the church 
with persecuƟon, the paƟence with suffering, and the God who brings salvaƟon with the cross, 
the most wicked act in history. 

Understand that this is not easy. Knowing God's sovereignty does not diminish the horrors of 
evil. Habakkuk felt this tension deeply and was ready to speak again. 

God is not surprised by our struggle with His methods. He does not require understanding over 
trust. He allows us to wrestle. 

Because faith is not believing that God always acts as we expect, but when He does not do what 
we think, we sƟll trust Him. 

The second complaint: How can a holy God use the tools of evil? 

Every believer's journey will have a moment in their journey: a crisis of faith that starts with, 
"Why doesn't God do something?" Turn to "Why did God do this?" The problem is no longer 
God's inacƟon, but God's acƟons that seem contrary to our understanding of God's character. 

This is exactly the situaƟon Habakkuk is in at this moment. 

He began with confession, rooted in truths about God—truths that now seem to conflict with 
God's revealed plan: 



"O Lord, my God, my Holy One, have you not existed from everlasƟng?... Your eyes are pure; 
they do not see evil, nor do they perceive wickedness..." 

He acknowledged that Babylon was "appointed" to judge and "established" discipline, that 
Judah would not perish, and that God was faithful to the covenant. 

But the tension erupted: 

"Your eyes are cleaner than evil, so why do you look at wicked people and do not speak? The 
wicked devour those who are more righteous than themselves, why are you silent?" 

How can a holy God tolerate and use evil more? How can the worse punish the less evil? 

He used a vivid metaphor: people are like fish in the sea, uncontrolled repƟles, caught by 
Babylon with hooks and nets, and joyfully sacrifice to their own "nets" - worshiping violence 
and success. 

"How can they forever cast a snare and slay the naƟons without mercy?" 

Will this be endless? Will God judge the tools He uses? 

This second complaint is bolder: no longer quesƟoning silence, but quesƟoning methods. It's an 
honest struggle between deep faith and divine mysteries. 

The posture of the watchtower 

Before God responds, Habakkuk demonstrates how believers should stand when there are more 
quesƟons than answers: 

"I will stand in the watchtower, and watch what the Lord says to me...... How can I respond to 
His rebuke?" 

This is military language: he takes the iniƟaƟve to climb the city walls, leaves the hustle and 
turn, changes perspecƟve. 

WaiƟng is not passive, but alert, anƟcipaƟng, and humbling. He expected God to "rebuke" 
him—willing to be corrected by the answer. 

The Watchtower teaches us that we are almost forgoƩen in a noisy culture—someƟmes we 
don't hear God, not because He is silent, but because we never stand sƟll. 

"Rest, and know that I am God." 

Habakkuk did not know when God would respond or how long he would wait, but he was sƟll in 
place, keeping vigil, and waiƟng. 



This is what waiƟng for the Lord means: not giving up, but posiƟve, expectant, humble 
preparaƟon. 

Write the vision 

When God answered, He first gave instrucƟons: 

"Write this revelaƟon plainly on the plate, so that it may be easy for those who read it to read 
it." 

This message is to be long-lasƟng, clear, and open—not only to the prophets, but also to the 
people. Not only solve the present, but also teach future generaƟons. 

Because: 

"This revelaƟon has a certain date, and it is about to be fulfilled, and it is not false. Although it is 
delayed, it sƟll has to wait; For it will come, and it will not be delayed." 

Delay is not the same as a lie. God promises to be fulfilled in His Ɵme. Our responsibiliƟes: write 
down, remember, look back, wait paƟently. 

The righteous will live by faith 

The core of the answer is the comparison of two types of life: 

"The Chaldeans are proud and dishonest, but the righteous will live by faith." 

The proud (symbol of Babylon) is self-reliant and has a twisted soul; but the righteous have real 
life by faith—not by seeing, understanding, or controlling. 

This phrase became the most frequently quoted Old Testament passage in the New Testament, 
shaping the core of the movement of jusƟficaƟon by faith and reform. 

Then there are the five "woes", declaring that although Babylon was used by God, he would 
eventually be judged for greed, violence, humiliaƟon, and idolatry. 

Final comparison: 

"But the Lord is in his temple; Let all the people of the earth be silent before Him." 

false gods are silent because they are incompetent; The true God demands silence because He 
is in control. 

From silence to singing: choose the faith of joy 

God has answered it in its enƟrety. The five great tribulaƟons declared that Babylon would 
eventually fail. Now, the only appropriate response is: 



"The Lord is in his temple; Let all the people of the earth be silent before Him." 

This is not a silence of despair, but a silence of awe—an acknowledgment that "You are God, I 
am not." 

When the quesƟon was asked, Habakkuk asked, and God welcomed and responded. But 
someƟmes the quesƟon gives way to worship. 

Prayer about Shigionoth 

Habakkuk's final response was not to ask again, but to pray - an emoƟonal hymn: 

He trembled when he heard God's words, asking God to remember His mercy in his anger. 

Then came the shocking vision of God: God came as a warrior, glorified the heavens, mountains 
collapsed, the sun and moon stagnated, and the naƟons trembled—all for the redempƟon of 
the people. 

His body trembled and his bones roƩed, but he said: 

"But I will dwell in peace in the day of trouble." 

Although the fig tree does not bloom 

Then came the most radical declaraƟon of faith: 

"Though the fig tree does not flourish, the vine does not bear fruit, the olive tree does not 
work, the field produces no grain, the sheep in the pen are cut off, and there are no oxen in the 
shed— 

However, I will rejoice in the Lord, and in the God who saves me." 

This is a scenario of complete collapse: all sources of livelihood disappear, no safety net, no 
filing. 

"However" – this one word changes everything. 

He does not rejoice in circumstances, but in the Lord; Not because of God, but because of God 
Himself—the God of salvaƟon. 

This is faith that strips away all condiƟons and can withstand total loss of trust. 

"The Lord Jehovah is my strength; He has made my feet as fast as the hooves of a doe, and he 
has made me stable on high." 

The God who shook all things now secures his servants; give him the ability to walk steadily in 
dangerous high ground; Chaos in the valley from a celesƟal perspecƟve. 



This is not superficial opƟmism, not denial of pain, but firm belief gained aŌer wrestling, honest 
quesƟoning, and waiƟng. 

This is not the faith that "God will give me what I want," but the faith that "even if He doesn't 
give, He is enough." 

Conclusion: The Lord is enough 

Habakkuk's journey begins with complaining, through silence, shock, watching, revelaƟon, and 
ends with singing and joy. 

Not because everything was resolved, but because he met God. 

When the fig tree in your life does not bloom, when safety collapses, when loss is inevitable- 

Can you honestly say, "Nevertheless, I will rejoice in the Lord"? 

This is what the righteous are born of faith: not by sight, not by understanding, not by 
circumstance, but only on God's unchanging character. 

Because in the end, although the fig tree does not bloom - 

The Lord is enough. 

This is the legacy that Habakkuk leŌ us: a complete manual for living in faith when sight cannot 
prove it. 

 


