
2 Corinthians: Show strength in weakness, glory in brokenness 

No copyright materials are used in this text 

The summary and interpretaƟon of the specific chapter and verses 
are from the Bible, they are religious text 

 that is in the public domain.  

Free to Copy and Distribute: Spread the Word!  
(Peter Lok)駱沅祺 

 lokpeter@outlook.com  

                                                                       Biblecomplete.com 

 

2 Corinthians: Show strength in weakness, glory in brokenness 

Paul's leƩer to the Corinthian church is the most naked and moving leƩer in the Bible. It is not a 
cold theological treaƟse, but a heart that has been misunderstood, hurt, but sƟll beaƟng hot. 
Paul, the apostle who founded this church with his own hands, is now being quesƟoned, 
aƩacked, and humiliated by his loved ones. They doubted his authority, mocked his appearance, 
accused him of hypocrisy, and even followed false apostles. However, Paul did not retaliate, he 
chose to open his chest and let the bloody truth reveal, because he knew that only truth could 
lead people back to the God who "showed perfecƟon in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

1. True credenƟals: life changed by God 

Paul didn't need fancy leƩers of recommendaƟon because the Corinthians themselves were his 
faith—"You are clearly the faith of Christ...... It is not wriƩen in ink, but in the Spirit of the living 
God. Not on the tablets of stone, but on the tablets of the heart" (2 Corinthians 3:3). He does 
not rely on eloquence, appearance, or applause from the world, but on the following: ‧ Honest 
conscience ‧ Unchanging love through suffering ‧ The power of God working in a weak body 

He said, "We have this treasure in earthenware, to show that this great power is of God, and 
not of us" (2 Corinthians 4:7). The poƩery will crack, break, and break, but because of this, the 
light inside can penetrate through. 

2. The Meaning of Suffering: A Conduit of Comfort 

Paul experienced extraordinary suffering—shipwrecks, flogging, stoning, imprisonment, 
starvaƟon, sleepless nights, and even "so overwhelmed that he had no hope of survival" (II 



Corinthians 1:8). But he didn't complain, and he didn't use these as capital to complain. He said, 
"The God who comforts us comforts us in all our afflicƟons, that we may comfort those who are 
afflicted with the comfort of God" (II Corinthians 1:4). 

Suffering did not destroy Paul, but brought him closer to God's chest; Suffering did not make 
him biƩer, but made him the embrace of the heartbroken. Every scar becomes a channel for the 
circulaƟon of grace. 

3. Forgiveness and reconciliaƟon: the true power of the church 

There were people in the Corinthian church who hurt Paul deeply and may even publicly 
humiliate him. But Paul did not ask for eternal punishment, saying, "Forgive him...... lest he be 
too sorrowful and even perish" (cf. 2 Corinthians 2:7-8). He knew that biƩerness and division 
were Satan's most delighted weapons. Forgiveness is not weakness, but the most powerful 
spiritual baƩle. The true church is not without wounds, but knows how to sƟtch wounds with 
grace; Not that there is no conflict, but that they are willing to kneel together before the cross. 

4. The glory of the New Testament: from the tablets to the tablets of the heart, from death to 
life 

The law of the Old Testament, engraved on stone tablets, brings glory, but also death, because it 
can only condemn, not give life. The grace of the New Testament is engraved in the heart, 
wriƩen by the Holy Spirit Himself, bringing increasing glory because it not only forgives, but also 
transforms. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom" (II Corinthians 3:17). We no 
longer need a veil to cover us because we are being changed into His likeness, "from glory to 
glory" (II Corinthians 3:18). 

5. Eternal vision: light suffering, great glory 

"Our most temporary and least afflicƟons shall accomplish for us the greatest and everlasƟng 
glory" (2 Corinthians 4:17). Paul is not understaƟng pain, he understands the weight of pain 
beƩer than anyone else. But he understands beƩer: ‧  What the eyes see is temporary, and  
what faith hopes for is eternal 

When we shiŌ our focus from "current difficulƟes" to "future glory," suffering is no longer the 
end, but a ladder to glory. 

6. You are a messenger of Christ 

Finally, Paul saves the culminaƟon to chapter 5: "God in Christ reconciles the world to 
himself...... This doctrine of reconciliaƟon has been entrusted to us. Therefore we are angels of 
Christ, as God counseled you through us: we ask for reconciliaƟon to God for Christ's sake" (2 
Corinthians 5:19-20). 



You and I have been entrusted with this most glorious office: not to condemn people, but to tell 
them – "You can go home." "The gap has been bridged." "Heavenly Father is waiƟng for you." 

WriƩen at the end 

2 Corinthians is not a book for the "strong," it is a book for all those who are gasping in the dark, 
struggling in weakness, and bleeding from their wounds. 

Paul uses his broken life to tell us: ‧ The more your earthenware cracks, the brighter the light of 
God will shine ‧ The deeper your wounds, the more comfort you can contain ‧ The greater 
your weakness, the more perfect God's power will be 

If today you feel misunderstood, rejected, crushed, remember: you are not alone. The God who 
whispered peace in Paul's darkest night, is sƟll saying in your ear today, "My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is perfect in the weakness of man." 

May we all be like Paul, in the deepest of brokenness, sƟll dare to say loudly: "Therefore, we will 
not be discouraged!" (2 Corinthians 4:16) 

For in Christ weakness is not the end, but glory is. 

The Final Chapter of 2 Corinthians: From Weakness to Power, From ReconciliaƟon to Eternity 

7. Messenger of Christ: You and I are sent 

"We are angels of Christ, as God persuades you through us: we ask for reconciliaƟon to God for 
Christ's sake." (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

This is not a patent for preachers, it is an ID card for everyone who is saved by grace. You and I 
are ambassadors – on behalf of the King who has overcome sin and death, standing in this torn 
world and declaring to every heart: "You can go home! The chasm has been filled, and grace is 
sufficient!" 

ReconciliaƟon with God will inevitably extend to reconciliaƟon with others. If the cross can tear 
down the wall between me and God, it can also tear down the wall between me and you. What 
other riŌ in relaƟonship is waiƟng for you to walk in with the gospel today? Which "I'm sorry" 
that you can't say for a long Ɵme, which wound was treated coldly by you, which memory of 
being kidnapped by biƩerness? Go for it. For you do not go with your own righteousness, but 
with the grace of Christ. 

8. The Joy of Generosity: A Cycle of Grace 

Paul spent two whole chapters (chapters 8-9) talking about money, but he didn't seƩle the score 
at all. He talks about only one thing: grace turns a person's fist into an open hand. 



In the midst of "extreme poverty" and "great tribulaƟon", the Macedonian church was 
"overflowing with joy" and took the iniƟaƟve to ask to parƟcipate in giving. Jesus Christ, who 
was rich, became poor for us, so that we might be rich because of His poverty. 

This is the mathemaƟcs of the gospel: what is given does not become less, but increases; What 
is kept is only empƟness in the end. 

"Those who sow liƩle reap less, and those who mulƟply reap more", but what Paul cared about 
most: "Let each man do what his heart determines, do not be difficult, do not force it, because 
God loves those who are willing to give alms." (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

Generosity is not an obligaƟon, it is a privilege; It is not a burden, but joy; Not a loss, but an 
investment - an investment in the eternal kingdom. 

9. Spiritual Warfare: The baƩlefield is in the mind 

"The weapons of our war are not flesh and blood, but they have power before God, which can 
break down strong strongholds, break down all schemes and all kinds of self-exaltaƟon that 
hinder people from knowing God, and take back all the hearts of men, so that they may all 
submit to Christ." (2 Corinthians 10:4-5) 

The enemy is best at not siege, but brainwashing. He planted lies in your heart: "You are not 
good enough", "You will never be forgiven", "You must rely on yourself", "God has given up on 
you" 

These are the "strong strongholds." The weapon that tears them down is not anger, not debate, 
not more self-effort, but truth + prayer + the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Whenever a negaƟve thought arises, ask, "Is this the voice of God or the voice of the enemy?" 
Then declare out what God said unƟl the lie collapses. 

10. That thorn and enough grace 

"That I may not be exalted by the greatness of the revelaƟon I have received, a thorn has been 
placed on my flesh...... I prayed three Ɵmes to the Lord that this thorn should depart from me. 
He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is perfect in the weakness of men." 
(2 Corinthians 12:7-9) 

Paul never tells us what the thorn is, because he wants you to see your thorn in it. Maybe it's 
chronic pain, depression, the knot of marriage, the betrayal of a child, or a trauma that can 
never be cured...... 

God did not promise to uproot it, but promised a greater promise: "I will reveal myself to you in 
that place." 



So Paul did the craziest thing - he began to "willingly boast of his weakness" because he found 
that when I admiƩed, "I can't do it," God said, "It's okay, I'll do it." When I say, "I can't hold on 
anymore," the power of Christ "abides in me." 

The weakest place oŌen becomes the place where grace is the strongest. 

11. When I am weak, I am strong 

"I prefer to boast about my weakness, that the power of Christ may overshadow me...... For 
when I am weak, when I am strong." (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 

This is not inspiraƟonal chicken soup, this is the logic of the cross: the greatest victory occurs in 
the most complete surrender; The strongest moment is in the deepest brokenness. 

The world teaches you to hide your weaknesses, but the gospel invites you to offer them. 
Because God never uses "strong enough people", He specifically uses people who "know they 
are not strong enough but are sƟll willing to be used". 

12. Final advice: test yourself 

"Examine yourselves whether you have faith or not, and test yourselves...... Pursue perfecƟon, 
be united in heart, and live in peace. Then the God of love and peace will be with you." (2 
Corinthians 13:5, 11) 

Paul does not say, "Be perfect," but he says, "Be repaired, be restored." It's not that there are no 
cracks at all, but that the cracks are filled by grace and sƟtched up by love. 

The last sentence is the most beauƟful Trinity blessing in the Bible: "May the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the inspiraƟon of the Holy Spirit be with you all." (2 
Corinthians 13:14) 

WriƩen at the end 

2 Corinthians is not for "spiritual giants," but for those who are breathing in darkness, struggling 
with weakness, and bleeding from their wounds. 

Paul tells us in his broken life: The more your poƩery cracks, the brighter it becomes; The 
deeper your wound, the more comfort you can contain; The greater your weakness, the more 
complete God's power will become. 

 

We pray 

Lord,  
let us no longer be afraid of weakness,  



no longer run away from the wounds of our hearts, and 
 no longer hide the tears shed.  
We are willing to bring all brokenness, weariness, and powerlessness 
 to You,  
because You are the Lord who is good at transforming broken earthenware 
 into vessels that carry Your glory.  

Lord, when we feel weak,  
please remind us to boldly declare:  
"I am weak, but I belong to a God who is never weak;  
Although I am broken, I am held Ɵghtly by the Lord who raised the dead."  

Therefore, we are not discouraged, 
 because in Christ,  
weakness is not the end of the story, but  
glory is the end that You have prepared for us.  

May we live out this truth today: 
 "When I am weak, I am strong."  
In the name of the Lord Jesus, amen.  

 

 


