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Is Christ's one-Ɵme salvaƟon eternal? 

"Save once, forever" – this is the slogan of many ChrisƟans, quoƟng John 10:28-29 "I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one can take them away from my hand." But on 
the other hand, there is an emphasis that "he who endures to the end will be saved" (MaƩhew 
24:13). Paul confidently says that "nothing can separate us from God's love" (Romans 8:38-39), 
but Hebrews 6:4-6 warns that those who have been favored and tasted the grace of heaven and 
then fall will hardly be renewed and repentant. These two views seem to be in conflict, both 
come from the Bible, but they cannot be completely correct at the same Ɵme, right? 

This is not a theological denominaƟon, but an eternal truth. We are not trying to win the 
debate, but to seek the complete picture of the Bible. SalvaƟon is not a "transacƟon" for a 
single moment, but a journey that stretches from eternity to glory. If we reduce salvaƟon to a 
raised hand or an emoƟonal climax, it is easy to see it as something that can be lost. But the 
Bible depicts salvaƟon more abundantly; The three tenses of past, present, and future reveal 
the depth of God's grace and our responsibiliƟes.  

The past chapter of salvaƟon jusƟficaƟon—an irreversible declaraƟon 

Romans 5:1 "Since we have been jusƟfied by faith, we have been reconciled to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." "This is a court-style verdict; Your sins have been forgiven, and you have 
been made alive from death in the spirit. Ephesians 2:8 "You are saved by grace and by faith. "In 
this moment, God is holding on to us, not us holding on to Him. True jusƟficaƟon is irreversible 
because it is an act of God. But the Bible doesn't stop there.  

the present of salvaƟon; SancƟficaƟon – ConƟnuous transformaƟon 



Philippians 2:12-13 "Be afraid and tremble, and do the work of your salvaƟon; Because it is God 
in you who is moving. "It is not about earning salvaƟon by works, but living salvaƟon; Fight sin, 
obey, repent, forgive. Many people confuse jusƟficaƟon with sancƟficaƟon, thinking that 
struggling proves unsaved. In fact, struggle is evidence of grace—you were enslaved by sin, and 
now you resist it. SancƟficaƟon is the work of the Holy Spirit, turning the gospel from 
"believing" to "pracƟcing."  

The future chapter of salvaƟon glory – the final compleƟon 

Romans 5:9 "Since we are jusƟfied by His blood, we will be saved from the wrath of God 
through Him." 1 Corinthians 15:2 "If you hold fast to the gospel that I have preached to you, you 
will be saved by this gospel." "SalvaƟon points to that day; The temptaƟon is over, the flesh is 
resurrected, and we are united with Christ forever. This is a promise to "endure to the end," not 
immediate graƟficaƟon, but a covenant relaƟonship like marriage vows as the starƟng point and 
fidelity as the process.  

SalvaƟon is like a journey, Jesus warns in the parable of the sower in MaƩhew 13; The three 
types of soil responded enthusiasƟcally at first, but withered due to trials, temptaƟons, or 
worldly affairs. Only good soil bears lasƟng fruit. "And when they hear the word, and then have 
worry, or money, or trouble, they immediately fall" (MaƩhew 13:20-21). StarƟng is not the 
same as persevering.  

In John 15:1-6, Jesus said: "I'm a real vine...... He who abides in me, I abide in him...... If anyone 
does not abide in me, it is like a branch withered and thrown into the fire to burn. This is not 
inƟmidaƟon, but a call to "abide" in Him—daily inƟmacy, obedience, connecƟon. John 6:66-68, 
many disciples departed, but Peter said, "Lord, you have the way of eternal life, to whom do we 
return?"  

MaƩhew 24:12-13 "Because of the increase in iniquity, the love of many gradually grew. He who 
endures the boƩom will be saved. "PaƟence is not legalism, but evidence of love, progress 
rather than perfecƟon, direcƟon rather than stagnaƟon. 

Paul's Example: Balance of Faith and Discipline 

Paul was full of convicƟon; "He who has begun a good work in your hearts will fulfill it unƟlth 
the day of Christ" (Philippians 1:6). But he is also self-disciplined; "I disciplined myself, that I 
might obey myself, lest I preach the gospel to others, and myself be rejected" (1 Corinthians 
9:27). He warns of driŌing (Hebrews 2:1), faith in shipwreck (1 Timothy 1:19), leaving grace 
(GalaƟans 5:4), and speaking at the end of his life; "I have fought the good baƩle, and I have run 
the way I have run, and I have kept the word I believe" (II Timothy 4:7-8).  



Paul lives out the tension; God protects, we struggle. Not fear, but sobriety—faith must be 
persevering.  

the stern warning of Hebrews; The real danger of the Fall 

Hebrews 6:4-6 Those who have fallen aŌer "receiving the light once, and having tasted the 
grace of heaven, and partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the goodness of God," "cannot 
cause them to repent again." This is not an ordinary struggle, but a stubborn apostasy that 
tastes the truth but spits out and rejects the salvaƟon of the cross. 

Hebrews 10:26-29; AŌer receiving the truth, they sinned intenƟonally, "but they were leŌ to 
wait for judgment and the fire that consumed all enemies." Hebrews 3:12-14 "Always take 
advantage of this day to persuade one another every day, lest any of you be deceived by sin and 
harden in heart." ” 

The fall is oŌen slow; Small compromises, biƩerness, and neglect lead to hardening of the 
heart. Many people today "deconstruct" their faith and leave the church, and this is exactly the 
paƩern. The warning is not to create fear, but to protect—"but we are not those who fall back 
into perdiƟon, but those who have faith that their souls are saved" (Hebrews 10:39).  

Assurance of the Holy Spirit: Sustaining our strength 

Ephesians 1:13-14 "Have you heard the word of truth...... When you believe in Christ, you are 
sealed by the promised Holy Spirit. This Holy Spirit is the evidence of our inheritance. "The Holy 
Spirit is a seal (ownership), a guarantee (down payment), and proof that God will complete 
salvaƟon. He condemns, teaches, comforts, and grieves (Ephesians 4:30). 

SalvaƟon is a relaƟonship, not a covenant. God does not force us, we choose to "abide" in Him. 
The Holy Spirit gives strength and paƟence chapters are inƟmate and daily updated (2 
Corinthians 4:16). 

The conclusion chapter lives in Him and completes the journey 

One salvaƟon is not a "forever saved" disclaimer, but a starƟng point. God has taken hold of us 
(John 10:28), and we must follow and abide in Him (John 15:6). SalvaƟon covers the past 
(jusƟficaƟon), present (sancƟficaƟon), and future (glory). No one can take away the real sheep, 
but we can choose to leave. 

Today, reflect, are you sƟll trusƟng, repenƟng, and growing? Not perfecƟon, but persistence. 
Protect the heart, encourage every day, and respond quickly to the Holy Spirit. The work that 
God starts, He will fulfill - if you want to stay.  

This is not a gospel of fear, but a beauƟful invitaƟon; Grace is greater than your weakness, and 
the love of Christ leads you home. Stay, struggle, endure—for the overcomer has a crown 



waiƟng (RevelaƟon 2:26). Your story is on this journey. May this truth awaken you and 
strengthen your faith unƟl you see the face of the Lord.  

We pray: 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We thank You for the perfecƟon of salvaƟon You have given in Christ Jesus.  
You have cleansed us from our sins in the past with the blood of Christ, so that we may be 
jusƟfied by faith, no longer condemned, and reconciled to You.  
Thank You that the old has passed and everything has become new.  

Lord, thank You for conƟnuing to sancƟfy us under the guidance of the Holy Spirit every day 
now.  
Please free us from the power of sin, 
 renew and change our minds, and  
become more like Jesus in our lives, words, and thoughts.  
Please let us take up our crosses every day, follow You, trust in You, and obey You.  

Finally, we look to the future glory You have promised.  
One day, You will make us fully redeemed, 
 cast off our corrupt bodies,  
enter into eternal light, and be with the Lord 
 without tears, pain, sin, and death.  
We look forward to the coming of that day,  
waiƟng for the return of the Lord Jesus, 
 so that we may receive eternal glory in Him.  

Please let us live faithfully on earth and live out the tesƟmony of the gospel in the peace of 
jusƟficaƟon, the renewal of sancƟficaƟon, and the hope of glory 
.  

We pray in the  
holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 amen.  

 

 


