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Why does Paul say that "Satan has hindered us"? 

Paul's reference to "Satan hindering us" in 1 Thessalonians 2:18 is to explain that although he 
had repeatedly intended to return to Thessalonica to visit believers, he was repeatedly prevented 
from making the trip. He sees these external obstacles (such as being persecuted by opponents 
and circumstances not allowing) as Satan's work behind them. According to Acts 17, Paul's 
preaching in Thessalonica was strongly opposed by the Jews and forced to leave, and believers 
faced great persecution. He wanted to go back again and again, but the situation never allowed it. 
Some scholars believe that the specific obstacles Paul encountered included the continued 
hostility of the local Jews and the fact that believers had to guarantee that he would not return to 
Thessalonica to avoid a larger incident. Paul sees these circumstances and human opposition as 
Satan's actions on the spiritual battlefield, that is, "satanic obstruction" refers not only to human 
or external factors, but also to the intervention of hostile forces in the spiritual world. Satan often 
seeks to disrupt communication among Christians and the expansion of the gospel, whether 
through external difficulties or conflicts between believers. But Satan's power is limited by God, 
and Paul does not blame Satan for all the obstacles, such as when he was forbidden by the Holy 
Spirit to go to Asia (Acts 16:6-7). Paul's ability to discern when it is God's will or Satan's 
obstruction comes from the Holy Spirit and obedience to God's Word. The text here also reflects 
Paul's spiritual sensitivity and understanding of the reality of spiritual warfare, and "Satan's 
blocking" is a reminder to believers that their life of faith will inevitably face the attack of evil 
forces. Despite the spiritual obstacles and practical difficulties along the way, God reigns and 
ultimately accomplishes everything according to God's good will.  

1 Thessalonians 2 is Paul's letter to the Thessalonian church, which focuses on Paul's defense of 
his ministry and his deep relationship with the Thessalonian believers. This chapter shows Paul's 
sincere motivation as an apostle, his pastoral heart, and the challenges he faced in evangelism. 
Reflecting on his and his co-workers' evangelism in Thessalonica, Paul emphasizes that their 



ministry was not motivated by false motives (such as fame, fortune or glory) but by loyalty to 
God. Even after being persecuted in Philippi, they preached the gospel with courage, indicating 
that their goal was to please God, not please. Paul uses a gentle mother and a teaching father as a 
metaphor for his love for believers. He not only evangelizes but also shares life with them and 
cares about their spiritual growth. He encouraged believers to follow their example and live a 
holy, righteous, and blameless life. Paul thanked God because the Thessalonians accepted the 
gospel as the Word of God, not the Word of men. They strengthened their faith in the face of 
persecution, imitating the church in Judea, and enduring the suffering of their fellow citizens. 
Paul expresses his longing for believers because he was forced to leave, mentioning that Satan 
prevented him from returning to visit them. He called believers his hope, his joy, and his crown, 
looking forward to glorifying with them at the Lord's return. This chapter emphasizes the 
sincerity and responsibility of the preacher while highlighting the example of the church 
community in the face of adversity. The deep affection between Paul and the believers also 
reflects the church's beautiful relationship as a spiritual family. This chapter encourages believers 
to hold on to their faith in the face of persecution and reminds preachers to serve God with pure 
motives. 

We pray 

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for the Word of truth. Give us a pure heart like Paul, to 
preach Your gospel faithfully, not to please others, but to glorify You. Let us also learn from the 
gentleness of a mother and the teachings of a father in the church, and sincerely care for our 
brothers and sisters. May Your Word be deeply rooted in our hearts, so that we may remain full 
of hope in the midst of suffering until the return of the Lord Jesus, amen. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2 

Amplified Bible 

Paul’s Ministry 

2 For you know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you has not been ineffective (fruitless, in 
vain), 2 but after we had already suffered and been outrageously treated in Philippi, as you know, 
yet in [the strength of] our God we summoned the courage to proclaim boldly to you the good 
news of God [regarding salvation] amid great opposition. 3 For our appeal does not come from 
delusion or impure motives, nor [is it motivated] by deceit [our message is complete, accurate, 
and based on the truth—it does not change]. 4 But just as we have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the gospel [that tells the good news of salvation through faith in Christ], so we 
speak, not as [if we were trying] to please people [to gain power and popularity], but to 
please God who examines our hearts [expecting our best]. 5 For as you well know, we never 
came with words of flattery nor with a pretext for greed—God is our witness— 6 nor did we seek 
glory and honor from people, neither from you nor from anyone else, though as apostles of 
Christ we had the power to assert our authority. 7 But we behaved gently when we were among 
you, like a devoted mother tenderly caring for her own children. 8 Having such a deep affection 



for you, we [a]were delighted to share with you not only God’s good news but also our own lives, 
because you had become so very dear to us. 

9 For you remember, [b]believers, our labor and hardship. We worked night and day [practicing 
our trade] in order not to be a [financial] burden to any of you while we proclaimed the gospel of 
God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how unworldly and just and blameless was our 
behavior toward you who believe [in our Lord Jesus Christ]. 11 For you know how we were 
exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you just as a father does [in dealing with] 
his own children, [guiding you] 12 to live lives [of honor, moral courage, and personal integrity] 
worthy of the God who [saves you and] calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 

13 And we also thank God continually for this, that when you received the word of God 
[concerning salvation] which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, 
but as it truly is, the word of God, which is effectually at work in you who believe [exercising its 
inherent, supernatural power in those of faith]. 14 For you, [c]brothers and sisters, became 
imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, because you too suffered the 
same [kind of] persecution from your own countrymen, as they did from the 
Jews, 15 who [d]killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and harassed and drove us out; and 
[they] continue to be highly displeasing to God and [to show themselves] hostile to all 
people, 16 forbidding us from speaking to the Gentiles (non-Jews) so that they may be saved. So, 
as always, they fill up [to the brim] the measure of their sins [allotted to them by God]. But 
[God’s] wrath has come upon them at last [completely and forever]. 

17 But since we were taken away from you, believers, for a little while—in person, but not in 
heart—we endeavored, with great longing to see you face to face. 18 For we wanted to come to 
you—I, Paul, again and again [wanted to come], but Satan hindered us. 19 For who is [the object 
of] our hope or joy or our victor’s wreath of triumphant celebration [when we stand] in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? Is it not you? 20 For you are [indeed] our glory and 
our joy! 

1 Thessalonians 2 – Detailed Explanation 

1. Paul Defends His Ministry (Verses 1–2) 

“You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results.” (v.1) 

Paul reminds the Thessalonians that his visit was not in vain. Even though he and his team had 
suffered and been insulted in Philippi, they still preached the gospel boldly in Thessalonica. 

 Key point: Paul’s courage to preach came from God, not from comfort or popularity. 

 Theological insight: Suffering is not a sign of failure in ministry—rather, it's often the 
context in which the gospel advances (cf. Philippians 1:12). 

 

2. Paul’s Pure Motives (Verses 3–6) 



“For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to 
trick you.” (v.3) 

Paul defends the sincerity of his message. He wasn’t seeking money, fame, or followers. His goal 
was to please God, not people. 

 Key point: Gospel ministry must be done with pure motives, focused on truth and 
integrity. 

 Theological insight: True Christian leadership is accountable to God, not to public 
opinion. 

 

3. Gentle Like a Mother, Encouraging Like a Father (Verses 7–12) 

“We were gentle among you, like a nursing mother caring for her children… we loved you so 
much…” (vv.7–8) 
“...we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children.” (v.11) 

Paul uses two family images: 

 As a mother, he was gentle, nurturing, and affectionate. 

 As a father, he exhorted and encouraged them to walk worthy of God. 

 Key point: Paul didn’t treat them as mere followers—he loved them like family. 

 Theological insight: Ministry involves both compassion and correction. Leaders should 
shepherd with both tenderness and authority. 

 

4. The Power of God’s Word (Verses 13–16) 

“When you received the word of God… you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually 
is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe.” (v.13) 

Paul praises them for accepting the gospel as God’s word. He also compares their suffering to 
that of the early churches in Judea. 

 Key point: The gospel transforms lives, and it’s empowered by God Himself. 

 Theological insight: God’s word is alive and active (cf. Hebrews 4:12); those who reject 
it face judgment (v.16). 

 

5. Paul’s Longing and Satan’s Opposition (Verses 17–20) 



“...Satan blocked our way.” (v.18) 
“For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?” (v.19) 

Paul expresses deep longing to see them again, but says Satan hindered him. Still, he sees the 
believers as his joy and crown when Christ returns. 

 Key point: Ministry often faces spiritual opposition, but eternal rewards are ahead. 

 Theological insight: Believers are the spiritual fruit and future joy of faithful gospel 
laborers. Christ’s return gives meaning to our work. 

 

궖궙궗궘궚궛궜궝궞궟궠궡 Theological Themes and Lessons 

1. Authenticity in Ministry 

Paul's defense of his motives teaches that ministry should be marked by honesty, humility, and 
service—not manipulation or personal gain. 

2. Spiritual Leadership Is Relational 

Paul’s metaphor of a mother and father shows that leaders must combine tenderness and 
instruction. Ministry is more than just teaching—it’s relationship and example. 

3. God’s Word Has Power 

The Thessalonians received the gospel as God’s word, and it transformed them. Faith comes by 
hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17), and it continues to work in believers' hearts. 

4. Spiritual Warfare Is Real 

Paul believed Satan actively tried to stop gospel work. Yet, God’s purpose ultimately prevails. 

5. Eternal Perspective 

Paul sees the Thessalonians as his reward when Christ returns. Ministry has eternal 
consequences—both in joy and in judgment. 

 

뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 Suggested Prayer Theme 

"Lord, help us serve You sincerely, love others deeply, and remain faithful under pressure, 
knowing our labor in You is not in vain." 

 

 


