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What are the rights of a preacher? 

In 1 Corinthians 9, Paul refers to the rights of ministers, primarily to the material and life-like 
support of those who serve the gospel full-time. These rights were based on the social practices 
of the time, Old Testament teachings, and the nature of apostolic ministry. Paul mentions that he 
has "the right to eat and drink" (9:4), meaning that the preacher has the right to receive basic 
necessities such as food, shelter, and so on, from the church or from believers. This is justified 
because preachers are fully engaged in ministry and cannot do worldly work like everyone else. 
Paul justified this right in three parables: soldiers did not have to fight at their own expense, and 
military rations were provided by the state or the leader. Those who plant vineyards have the 
right to eat the fruits of the vineyard. The shepherds have the right to drink the milk of the sheep. 
Paul says that if a preacher preaches a spiritual gospel to believers, it is only natural that 
believers should return the favor with material support. Paul quotes Deuteronomy 25:4, "Do not 
bind the mouth of an ox when it is trodding the grain," as a metaphor for the wages that the 
preacher deserves. The New Testament teaches: Paul explicitly says, "And the Lord hath 
commanded that the evangelists should live by the gospel" (Luke 10:7).  

Paul mentions that he has the right to "take with him a believing wife" (like the other apostles, 
such as Peter). This means that the preacher has the right to walk with his family and have their 
needs supported by the church. This is not only about material support, but also about the 



security of family life. This is a reflection of the fact that apostles (such as Peter) often brought 
their wives with them to serve and that the church might have supported their families.  

Paul mentions that he and Barnabas had the right to "not work," that is, not to live by their own 
labor (e.g., Paul making tents, cf. Acts 18:3), but to devote themselves to the ministry. This is 
because preachers devote their time and energy to evangelistic work, and the church should bear 
their financial needs.  

Paul refers to the priests and Levites who served the temple in the Old Testament and received 
their necessities from the temple offerings (Leviticus 7:8–10). In the same way, preachers are 
entitled to support from believers in their service to God's people. Paul's Attitude and Example 
Although Paul clearly listed these rights, he emphasized that he chose to give them up and live 
on his own labor in order to avoid hindrance to the spread of the gospel. This is not to deny the 
legitimacy of these rights, but rather to his personal choice to show selflessness for the sake of 
the gospel. However, he also affirmed that it was appropriate for other apostles, such as Peter, to 
accept these rights. 

Matthew 10:10: When Jesus sent His disciples, Jesus said that the laborers "ought to be fed and 
fed." Paul instructed the church to "do good" to those who "toil in preaching and teaching," 
quoting the same Old Testament verses in favor of the right of preachers to wages. The right of a 
preacher includes receiving material support (food, shelter, necessities) from the church or 
believers. Bring your family and get support for your family. You don't have to do worldly work, 
you don't have to concentrate on ministry. These rights are rooted in biblical teaching and social 
conventions, and are intended to allow preachers to preach the gospel without any worries. 
However, Paul's example also reminds us that these rights are not mandatory, and that the 
ultimate goal of the preacher should be the advancement of the gospel. 

How Paul proved himself to be God's chosen apostle 

In 1 Corinthians 9 and other epistles, Paul responds to voices questioning his apostolic identity 
by proving himself to be God's chosen apostle through a variety of statements and evidence. 
Here are the main ways Paul proved his apostleship, combined with an analysis of 1 Corinthians 
9 and other relevant passages: 

1. Seeing the Risen Lord Jesus with Your Own Eyes (1 Corinthians 9:1) Evidence: Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 9:1, "Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen our Lord Jesus?" He emphasized that he 
saw the resurrected Jesus with his own eyes on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6, 22:6-11, 26:12-
18). This is a core qualification for apostolism, as the apostles (Greek apostolos, meaning "sent") 
must be witnesses of the resurrection Christ (cf. Acts 1:21–22). Significance: Paul's experience 
of calling was a supernatural direct revelation that is consistent with the testimony of other 
apostles (such as Peter and John) to the resurrection of Christ, proving that he was a specially 
chosen apostle of God.  

2.  The Effectiveness of Ministry (1 Corinthians 9:1-2) Evidence: Paul said, "Are you not my 
work in the Lord? …You are my apostolic seal." (9:1-2) The establishment of the Corinthian 
church and the growth of believers in faith are a direct result of Paul's ministry, which becomes 



strong evidence of his apostolic identity. Significance: The spiritual fruit of the church proves 
that God has blessed Paul through his work and indirectly confirms his apostolic call. A similar 
statement appears in 2 Corinthians 3:2-3, where he calls Corinthian believers his "letters of 
recommendation" written on his heart as proof that God uses him.  

3. Miracles and Gifts (2 Corinthians 12:12) Evidence: Although 1 Corinthians 9 does not directly 
mention miracles, it is found in 2 Corinthians 12:12Paul said, "I have manifested the apostolic 
credentials among you with all patience by signs, wonders, and miracles." These supernatural 
miracles (e.g., healing, casting out demons, cf. Acts 14:8-10, 19:11-12) were signs that God had 
chosen him as an apostle. Significance: Miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit are manifestations 
of God's power and evidence that Paul's ministry was approved by God, similar to the miracles 
of other apostles (such as Peter in Acts 3:6-8) for healing the lame.  

4. The Authority to Preach and Teach the Gospel (1 Corinthians 9:14-18) Evidence: Paul 
emphasizes that he preaches the gospel out of God's "commission" (9:17) and quotes the Lord 
Jesus' command: "The Lord also commanded, that the evangelists should live by the gospel" 
(9:14). , cf. Luke 10:7). His faithful preaching of the gospel and clear doctrinal teachings (e.g., 
salvation, resurrection, etc.) in his epistles show that he has God-given authority. Significance: 
Paul's teachings are consistent with the apostolic tradition (cf. Lattians 1:11-12), and his claim 
that the gospel was inspired by God and not taught by man is further proof of his apostolic 
identity.  

5. The sacrificial spirit of relinquishing rights (1 Corinthians 9:12, 15-18) Evidence: Although 
Paul had the right to receive material support from the church (9:4-14), he chose to make his own 
tent to support himself (Acts 18:3) in order to avoid hindering the gospel (9:12). He said, "I have 
no boast of preaching the gospel, because I have no choice but to do so....if I do it willingly, I 
have a reward" (9:16–17). Significance: This selfless spirit of sacrifice shows that his motivation 
for serving was for the glory of God and the advancement of the gospel, rather than for personal 
gain. This is in contrast to the false teacher (who focuses on material rewards), which indirectly 
proves his true calling.  

6. Flexible Ways of Ministry: (1 Corinthians 9:19–23) Evidence: Paul says, "To whom I will be, I 
will be also, and in any matter whatsoever I will save some" (9:22). He adapted to different 
groups (Jews, Helis, weak people) in order to win more people to Christ. Significance: This 
flexibility demonstrates his commitment to the mission of the gospel and reflects God's special 
call to choose him as an "apostle to the Gentiles" (Galatians 2:7–8). His pattern of ministry was 
consistent with God's will, justifying his apostleship.  

7. Personal experience of calling (Galatians 1:11-16) Evidence: In other epistles, Paul mentions 
his experience of calling many times, such as in Galatians 1:15-16, "Godglad to reveal his Son in 
my heart, that I might preach him among the Gentiles." He was directly called by God on the 
Damascus Road (Acts 9:15) and was appointed as an apostle to the Gentiles. Significance: This 
supernatural calling has the same authority as the calling of other apostles (e.g., Jesus' call to the 
Twelve, Matthew 10:1-5) to prove that He was chosen by God.  



8. Church Approval (Galatians 2:7-9) Evidence: Paul mentions that the apostles in Jerusalem 
(Peter, James, John) recognized his apostleship, saying, "And they saw the grace of the Lord to 
preach the gospel unto me....and to Barnabas with his right hand to fellowship with me" 
(Galatians 2:7–9). This indicates that the early church leaders recognized him as God's chosen 
apostle to the Gentiles. Significance: The approval of church leaders further confirms Paul's 
apostolic status and indicates that his ministry is affirmed by the apostolic community. 
Conclusion Paul proved himself to be God's chosen apostle based on: 

He saw the resurrected Jesus with his own eyes (9:1, Acts 9:3-6). The effectiveness of ministry 
(e.g., the establishment of the Corinthian church, 9:2). Miracles and the gift of the Holy Spirit (2 
Corinthians 12:12). Faithfully preach the gospel and the authority to teach (9:14-18). The 
sacrificial spirit of giving up personal rights for the sake of the gospel (9:12, 15). A flexible 
approach to ministry that reflects God's call to Gentiles (9:19–23). The supernatural experience 
of a personal calling (Galatians 1:15–16). Approval from church leaders (Galatians 2:7–9). 
Together, these evidences form a solid foundation for Paul's apostleship, showing that his calling 
came from God's direct election, not from human assignment. His life, ministry, and teachings all 
point to the fact that he was God's chosen apostle, called to preach the gospel to the Gentiles.  

 

We pray 

Dear Heavenly Father, we are full of gratitude to You for choosing and sending the Apostle Paul 
to faithfully preach the gospel as a messenger to the Gentiles. Thank you for using Paul, who 
persevered in his testimony of Christ even in the midst of persecution, hardship, and affliction. 
His letters are the foundation of our faith today, leading us to the truth of grace, faith, and 
salvation. 

Lord, we thank you for letting more people know Jesus Christ and have the hope of eternal life 
through Paul. We also ask You to give us the same zeal and courage to faithfully bear witness to 
Your love and preach Your gospel in our generation. May we follow Paul's example of "taking 
glory in the gospel" and faithfully fulfilling Your entrusted mission in the face of hardship. 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we pray, amen. 

1 Corinthians 9 

Amplified Bible 

Paul’s Use of Liberty 

9 Am I not free [unrestrained and exempt from any obligation]? Am I not an apostle? Have I not [a]seen 
Jesus our [risen] Lord [in person]? Are you not [the result and proof of] my work in the Lord? 2 If I am not 
[considered] an apostle to others, at least I am one to you; for you are the seal and the certificate and the 
living evidence of my apostleship in the Lord [confirming and authenticating it]. 

3 This is my defense to those who would put me on trial and interrogate me [concerning my authority as 
an apostle]: 4 Have we not the right to our food and drink [at the expense of the churches]? 5 Have we not 
the right to take along with us a believing wife, as do the rest of the apostles and the Lord’s brothers and 



Cephas (Peter)? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to stop doing manual labor [in order to 
support our ministry]? 7 [Consider this:] Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who 
plants a vineyard and does not eat its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock? 

8 Do I say these things only from a man’s perspective? Does the Law not endorse the same 
principles? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the 
grain [to keep it from eating the grain].” Is it [only] for oxen that God cares? 10 Or does He speak entirely 
for our sake? Yes, it was written for our sake: The plowman ought to plow [b]in hope, and the thresher to 
thresh in hope of sharing the harvest. 11 If we have sown [the good seed of] spiritual things in you, is it too 
much if we reap material things from you? 12 If others share in this rightful claim over you, do not we 
even more? However, we did not exercise this right, but we put up with everything so that we will not 
hinder [the spread of] the good news of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who officiate in the sacred 
services of the temple eat from the temple [offerings of meat and bread] and those who regularly attend 
the altar have their share from the [offerings brought to the] altar? 14 So also [on the same principle] the 
Lord directed those who preach the gospel to get their living from the gospel. 

15 But I have used none of these privileges, nor am I writing this [to suggest] that any such provision be 
made for me now. For it would be better for me to die than to have anyone deprive me of my [c]boast [in 
this matter of financial support]. 16 For if I [merely] preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast about, for I 
am compelled [that is, absolutely obligated to do it]. Woe to me if I do not preach the good news [of 
salvation]! 17 For if I do this work [d]of my own free will, then I have a reward; but if it is not of my will 
[but by God’s choosing], I have been entrusted with a [sacred] stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? 
[Just this:] that, when I preach the gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge [to everyone], so as not 
to take advantage of my rights [as a preacher and apostle] in [preaching] the gospel. 

19 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to everyone, so that I may win more [for 
Christ]. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews [for Christ]; to men under the Law, [I 
became] as one [e]under the Law, though not being under the Law myself, so that I might win those who 
are under the Law. 21 To those who are without (outside) the Law, [I became] as one without the Law, 
though [I am] not without the law of God, but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are 
without law. 22 To the [f]weak I became [as the] weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men, so that I may by all means [in any and every way] save some [by leading them to faith in Jesus 
Christ]. 23 And I do all this for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings along with you. 

24 [g]Do you not know that in a race all the runners run [their very best to win], but only one receives the 
prize? Run [your race] in such a way that you may seize the prize and make it yours! 25 Now every athlete 
who [goes into training and] competes in the games is disciplined and exercises self-control in all things. 
They do it to win a [h]crown that withers, but we [do it to receive] an imperishable [crown that cannot 
wither]. 26 Therefore I do not run without a definite goal; I do not flail around like one beating the air [just 
shadow boxing]. 27 But [like a boxer] I strictly discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I 
have preached [the gospel] to others, I myself will not somehow be disqualified [as unfit for service]. 

Detailed Content of 1 Corinthians Chapter 9 

1. Paul Defends His Apostleship (9:1–6) 

Paul begins with rhetorical questions: 

 “Am I not free? Am I not an apostle?” (v.1) 

 He appeals to the Corinthians themselves as the seal of his apostleship (v.2). 



 He affirms his right to receive material support and to travel with a believing wife like other 
apostles (v.5). 

꼡 Key Point: Paul establishes that he is a true apostle with rights just like the others. 

 

2. The Right to Receive Support (9:7–14) 

Paul argues with examples: soldiers, farmers, and shepherds all benefit from their labor. 
He also quotes the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain” (v.9), implying 
that those who minister should receive material support. 
He concludes by stating: “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive 
their living from the gospel” (v.14). 

꼡 Key Point: Spiritual workers deserve material support — a principle for church practice. 

 

3. Paul’s Voluntary Sacrifice of Rights (9:15–18) 

Though he has every right to receive support, Paul refuses to use it, so as not to hinder the gospel. 
He says: “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!” (v.16) — showing his deep sense of divine 
obligation. 

꼡 Key Point: Ministry is not about personal gain but about faithfulness to God’s call. 

 

4. Becoming All Things to All People (9:19–23) 

Paul declares that he became a servant to all so that he might win more people. 
He adapted to different groups: 

 To the Jews, he became as a Jew. 

 To those under the law, as one under the law. 

 To the weak, he became weak. 

He sums it up: “I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some” 
(v.22). 

꼡 Key Point: A missionary heart involves humility, flexibility, and focus on others. 

 

5. Discipline and Self-Control (9:24–27) 

Paul compares the Christian life to a race and boxing match. 
He urges believers to run with purpose, not aimlessly, and to exercise self-control like athletes. 
He concludes: “I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself 
should be disqualified” (v.27). 

꼡 Key Point: The Christian life calls for intentional discipline and spiritual focus. 



 

 Theological Influence of 1 Corinthians Chapter 9 

1. The Right of Gospel Ministers 

This chapter affirms that full-time ministers have a biblical right to receive material support (v.14). It lays 
a foundation for the church's responsibility to care for pastors and missionaries. 

2. Christian Freedom and Voluntary Sacrifice 

Paul’s decision to give up his rights teaches that Christian freedom is not for self-indulgence, but for 
serving others in love — a major ethical teaching in the New Testament. 

3. Servant Leadership 

Paul’s example of becoming a servant to all redefines leadership as service, not domination. This is a key 
model for Christian leadership today. 

4. Missional Flexibility 

Paul’s “all things to all people” principle greatly influences modern missiology. It supports 
contextualization — adapting the gospel message appropriately across cultures without compromising 
truth. 

5. Discipline and Perseverance 

The athletic imagery reminds Christians that faith is not passive but requires effort, discipline, and 
perseverance. Salvation is by grace, but Christian life demands endurance. 

 

��� Summary 

1 Corinthians 9 is not just a defense of Paul’s apostleship — it is a deep reflection on servant-hearted 
ministry, sacrificial love, and missional living. 
Paul teaches us that the true mark of a Christian leader is not claiming rights, but laying them down for 
the sake of the gospel. 

 


