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Romans 2 
A Brief Bible Reading: Romans 2 is Paul's direct admonition against Jews and legalists. In 
chapter 1 he pointed out that Gentiles suffered God's wrath because of their ungodliness 
and unrighteousness, and in chapter 2 he turned to those who thought themselves righteous 
and judged others by law or morality (especially Jews), pointing out that they could not 
escape God's righteous judgment either.  

1. Don't judge people 

"Thou judge of men, whoever thou art are, there is no excuse...... Thou that judges those 
who do these things, but thou doest others as they do." Paul points out that those who 
criticize the sins of others are guilty of the same sin themselves. He rejects the moral 
assertion of hypocrisy. Believers are reminded to be humble and not to be self-righteous 
because all need God's grace. 

2. God judges everyone justly, "He will repay every man according to his deeds." Paul 
emphasized that God's judgment is impartial, impartial. Both Jews and Gentiles were to be 
judged according to their deeds. This is not an advocate of salvation by works, but rather 
an indication that true faith leads to good works.  

3. Those who have the law and those who do not have the law: "Whoever sins without the 
law will not perish according to the law; Whoever sins under the law will be judged 
according to the law." Gentiles did not have the Mosaic Law, but they had a conscience as a 
function of the law (the law of conscience); The Jews, on the other hand, had a law and 



were therefore more responsible. God judges people by what they know and do, not by 
outward identity.  

4. Denounce the hypocrisy of the Jews: "You are called a Jew, and you trust in the law, and 
you boast in God...... Thou hast thou taught others, but thou hast not taught thyself?" Paul 
pointed out to those who boasted of the law but did not keep it that their hypocrisy led 
Gentiles to slander God. Faith is not just intellectual knowledge or religious identity, but a 
witness to real life.  

5. Circumcision and the true meaning of the heart: "Outward circumcision is profitable if 
it is done by the law; If you do not keep the law, your circumcision is not circumcision." 
The true Jew is not outwardly but inwardly circumcised. The focus is not on outward 
religious rituals, but on the inner fear and obedience to God. God values inner spiritual 
change, not formal godliness.  

Question: "How will God judge Gentiles who have not heard the law?" Does it mean that 
there is a possibility of "salvation by conscience"? 

Interpretive Perspective: 

When God judges Gentiles who have not heard the law, He administers righteous 
judgments based on their responses to natural revelation (creation) and their inner 
conscience. His judgment considers the individual's level of knowledge and behavior, and is 
based on His justice and mercy. 

Paul mentioned in chapter 1 that through creation and conscience, there is no excuse for 
each man. It is emphasized that even in the absence of the law, man still has a "sense of 
moral conscience." It is not to say that they can be justified by their conscience: rather, it is 
to point out that even if they had a conscience, they could not fully obey it, proving that 
everyone needs the gospel. This does not mean that they are exempt from God's judgment. 

Salvation is for people to be justified by faith and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, living out 
the spirit of the law. Law and salvation are not opposites, but complement each other: the 
law convicts sins, and salvation forgives sins and gives new life. Whoever sins without the 
law will not perish according to the law" emphasizes that the standard of judgment is 
different, that no one can be saved by the law, and that all need to trust Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The law convicts sins, and salvation leads to forgiveness. 

The Bible makes it clear that salvation in both Old and New Testament times was 
justification by faith and salvation by grace. Old Testament people such as Abraham, 
Enoch, Noah, etc., were saved by faith, not by works or the law. Although Old Testament 
people did not see Jesus directly, they believed that God would send a Savior to save them, 
which is essentially consistent with the belief of New Testament people in the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ. In both the Old and New Testaments, there is only one way to be saved, and 
that is to trust the Savior. Old Testament people indirectly trusted Christ through 
sacrifices, prophetic revelations, and hope in the Savior. According to the Bible, those who 
had faith in the Old Testament were also saved into eternal life. The salvation of Jesus 



Christ transcends time and space, and the people of the Old Testament were saved by 
Christ's redemption, but they "foresaw" rather than "seen." It is not that salvation was 
absent in the Old Testament, but that salvation was prepared and fulfilled through faith 
and hope. In Old Testament times, those who had faith could also be saved. 

The mainstream theological and biblical position of Christianity on the question of "how 
can nations and people without a Bible be saved" can be summarized as follows: Faith in 
Jesus is the only way to be saved 

According to the New Testament, the only condition for salvation is faith in Jesus Christ, as 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, "For by grace you have salvation through faith, which is not of 
yourselves, but is the gift of God." 

This means that, in theory, people who do not have the opportunity to hear the gospel and 
do not have the Bible cannot be saved directly through faith in Jesus. God chose Gentiles 
(non-Jews) to trust Jesus to become God's people, to be promised eternal life. But it must 
be based on hearing and believing the gospel. 

The Bible says, "All who are ordained to eternal life believed." (Acts 13:48) This shows that 
God is sovereign over salvation, but it does not negate the need for people to hear and 
respond to the gospel. 

For those who have never heard the Bible or the gospel, there are different opinions in the 
Christian theological community. Some theologians believe that God judges according to 
human conscience and natural revelation, but this is not the way to salvation that the 
mainline church explicitly affirms. Theologically speaking, it is generally accepted that the 
final judgment rests with God, who will treat everyone with justice and mercy, but this does 
not mean that those who have not heard the gospel are automatically saved. According to 
the Bible and mainstream Christian theology, nations and people without the Bible cannot 
theoretically be saved if they do not hear the gospel and do not trust Jesus. However, God is 
just and merciful, and the ultimate judgment rests with God Himself. It is the responsibility 
of the church and Christians to take the gospel to the ends of the earth so that all people 
have the opportunity to hear and trust Jesus 

 

We pray 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We come to You with a heartfelt appreciation for Your mercy and grace. You sent Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, into the world to lay down His life for our sins so that we might be justified by 
faith and have eternal life. Lord, we praise You for your salvation. Your salvation is freely 
given, a grace that cannot be earned. We thank You for saving us from the darkness and 
leading us into Your wonderful light. May Your Holy Spirit open our hearts and eyes to 
know You more deeply, to love You, and to follow You. Strengthen our faith so that we will 
not waver in our trials and rely on You in our troubles. Lord, we also pray for those who 



have not yet known You to touch their hearts so that they too may receive this precious 
salvation and experience Your forgiveness and renewal. 

Thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Romans 2 

Amplified Bible 

The Impartiality of God 

2 Therefore you have no excuse or justification, everyone of you who 
[hypocritically] [a]judges and condemns others; for in passing judgment on another person, you condemn 
yourself, because you who judge [from a position of arrogance or self-righteousness] 
are habitually practicing the very same things [which you denounce]. 2 And we know that the judgment of 
God falls justly and in accordance with truth on those who practice such things. 3 But do you think this, O 
man, when you judge and condemn those who practice such things, and yet do the same yourself, that you 
will escape God’s judgment and elude His verdict? 4 Or do you have no regard for the wealth of His 
kindness and tolerance and patience [in withholding His wrath]? Are you [actually] unaware or ignorant 
[of the fact] that God’s kindness leads you to repentance [that is, to change your inner self, your old way 
of thinking—seek His purpose for your life]? 5 But because of your callous stubbornness and unrepentant 
heart you are [deliberately] storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous 
judgment will be revealed. 6 He will pay back to each person according to his deeds [justly, as his deeds 
deserve]: 7 to those who by persistence in doing good seek [unseen but certain heavenly] glory, honor, and 
immortality, [He will give the gift of] eternal life. 8 But for those who are selfishly ambitious and self-
seeking and disobedient to the truth but responsive to wickedness, [there will be] wrath and 
indignation. 9 There will be tribulation and anguish [torturing confinement] for every human soul who 
does [or permits] evil, to the Jew first and also to the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and inner peace [will 
be given] to everyone who habitually does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For God shows 
no partiality [no arbitrary favoritism; with Him one person is not more important than another]. 

12 For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without [regard to] the Law, and all who have 
sinned under the Law will be judged and condemned by the Law. 13 For it is not those who merely hear 
the Law [as it is read aloud] who are just or righteous before God, but it is those who [actually] obey the 
Law who will be [b]justified [pronounced free of the guilt of sin and declared acceptable to Him]. 14 When 
Gentiles, who do not have the Law [since it was given only to Jews], do [c]instinctively the things the Law 
requires [guided only by their conscience], they are a law to themselves, though they do not have the 
Law. 15 They show that the [d]essential requirements of the Law are written in their hearts; and their 
conscience [their sense of right and wrong, their moral choices] bearing witness and their thoughts 
alternately accusing or perhaps defending them 16 on that day when, [e]as my gospel proclaims, God will 
judge the secrets [all the hidden thoughts and concealed sins] of men through Christ Jesus. 

The Jew Is Condemned by the Law 



17 But if you bear the name “Jew” and rely on the Law [for your salvation] and boast in [your special 
relationship to] God, 18 and [if you claim to] know His will and [f]approve the things that 
are [g]essential or have a sense of what is excellent, based on your instruction from the Law, 19 and [if you] 
are confident that you are a [qualified] guide to the blind [those untaught in theology], a light to those 
who are in darkness, 20 and [that you are] [h]a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the 
[spiritually] [i]childish, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth— 21 well then, 
you who teach others, do you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal [in ways 
that are discrete, but just as sinful]? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, [j]do you commit 
adultery? You who detest idols, do you rob [pagan] temples [of valuable idols and offerings]? 23 You who 
boast in the Law, do you [repeatedly] dishonor God by [k]breaking the Law? 24 For, “the name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written [in Scripture]. 

25 Circumcision [the sign of the covenant of Abraham] is indeed of value if you practice the Law; but if 
you habitually break the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision [it is meaningless in God’s 
sight]. 26 So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be 
regarded [by God] as circumcision? 27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps [the spirit of] 
the Law will judge you who, [l]even though you have the written code and circumcision, break the 
Law. 28 For he is not a [real] Jew who is only one outwardly, nor is [true] circumcision something external 
and physical. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and [true] circumcision is circumcision of the heart, 
by the Spirit, not by [the fulfillment of] the letter [of the Law]. His praise is not from men, but from God. 

Romans 2 is part of Paul’s argument that all humanity is under sin and in need of salvation. In chapter 1, 
Paul condemns the Gentiles' idolatry and immorality. In chapter 2, he shifts focus to the moralists and 
especially the Jews—those who believe they are righteous because they possess the Law or practice 
religion outwardly. 

Paul challenges the assumption that simply knowing the Law (Torah) or having religious heritage can 
make someone right before God. Instead, he insists that God judges according to truth, impartiality, 
and what people do, not just what they know or claim. 

 

 Key Themes: 

1. God’s Righteous Judgment (vv.1–11) 

2. Law, Conscience, and Accountability (vv.12–16) 

3. False Security in Religious Identity (vv.17–29) 

 

꺜 Important Verses & Explanation 

1. Romans 2:1 

“You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you 
judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.” 

꺎꺌꺍 Meaning: Paul warns against hypocrisy. Those who condemn others often commit the same sins. 
Religious people are not immune from judgment simply because they know the Law. 



虌虇虈虉虊虋 Reflection: Christians should be cautious not to judge others self-righteously. Humility and self-
examination are essential. 

 

2. Romans 2:4 

“Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that 
God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?” 

꺎꺌꺍 Meaning: God's patience is not approval of sin but an invitation to repentance. Don’t abuse His 
grace. 

虌虇虈虉虊虋 Reflection: God's mercy should soften our hearts, not harden them. Are we responding to God’s 
kindness with true change? 

 

3. Romans 2:6 

“God ‘will repay each person according to what they have done.’” 

꺎꺌꺍 Meaning: Judgment is based on works—not as a means of salvation, but as the evidence of what kind 
of faith one has. 

虌虇虈虉虊虋 Reflection: While we are saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8–9), true faith must produce good 
works (James 2:17). Our lives should reflect the Gospel we believe. 

 

4. Romans 2:11 

“For God does not show favoritism.” 

꺎꺌꺍 Meaning: God’s judgment applies equally to all—Jews and Gentiles alike. 

虌虇虈虉虊虋 Reflection: God’s justice is universal. Privilege, background, or religious affiliation cannot replace a 
transformed heart. 

 

5. Romans 2:13 

“For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law 
who will be declared righteous.” 

꺎꺌꺍 Meaning: Hearing or knowing the Law is not enough. Obedience matters. 

虌虇虈虉虊虋 Reflection: Are we merely hearers of God’s Word or doers (James 1:22)? Obedience is the fruit of 
genuine faith. 

 

6. Romans 2:15 



“They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing 
witness...” 

꺎꺌꺍 Meaning: Even those without Scripture have an inner moral compass—conscience—which holds 
them accountable before God. 

虌虇虈虉虊虋 Reflection: God’s law is deeply imprinted on every human heart. Are we sensitive to the voice of 
conscience? 

 

7. Romans 2:28–29 

“A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly... No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code.” 

꺎꺌꺍 Meaning: True religion is inward and spiritual, not about rituals or heritage. 

虌虇虈虉虊虋 Reflection: Christianity is not about external labels (church attendance, baptism, family background) 
but internal transformation by the Holy Spirit. Has your heart been circumcised by God’s Spirit? 

 

��� Theological Significance: 

1. Universal Guilt: All, including religious people, are under sin and need grace. 

2. God’s Justice: He judges fairly and without favoritism. 

3. Heart Transformation: Outward religiosity cannot save—only an inward change by the Spirit. 

4. Accountability: Everyone has a level of revelation (Law or conscience) and will be judged 
accordingly. 

 

뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 Reflection for Christians Today 

 Do I rely on religious activity or spiritual transformation? 

 Am I quick to judge others while ignoring my own sin? 

 Is my faith producing real fruit in obedience and love? 

 Do I truly value God’s kindness and allow it to lead me to repentance? 

 Am I cultivating a heart that seeks to please God in secret, not just in public? 

Structure for Discussion on Romans 2 

꽎꽏꽐꽇꽑 Total Time: 60–90 minutes 

(Adjust as needed based on your group size and depth) 

 



1. Introduction (10 minutes) 

Goal: Set the context and connect with the group personally. 

 Brief Recap: Summarize Romans 1 (God’s wrath against Gentile sin). 

 Transition: Highlight that Romans 2 addresses self-righteousness, especially among moralists 
and Jews. 

 Opening Question (ice-breaker style): 

"Have you ever caught yourself judging someone else, only to later realize you had a similar flaw?" 

 

2. Section-by-Section Discussion (45–60 minutes) 

Break Romans 2 into three sections for easier handling. 

 

A. Romans 2:1–11 – God’s Righteous Judgment 

Key Themes: 

 Hypocrisy in judgment 

 God’s impartiality 

 Kindness leading to repentance 

Questions: 

 What’s wrong with judging others when we’re guilty of similar sins? 

 What does Paul say about how God judges people? 

 How should we respond to God’s kindness and patience? 

Application: 

 Reflect on areas of hidden sin or hypocrisy. 

 Examine your heart: Are you using grace as a license to sin? 

 

B. Romans 2:12–16 – Law and Conscience 

Key Themes: 

 Accountability of Jews and Gentiles 

 The conscience as a moral guide 

 God's judgment is just even without the written Law 

Questions: 



 How does Paul explain the judgment of people who don’t have the Mosaic Law? 

 How do you see your own conscience guiding your decisions? 

 Can someone be moral without knowing the Bible? 

Application: 

 Don’t excuse sin due to ignorance—God holds us accountable. 

 Appreciate the role of conscience and the need for Scripture to sharpen it. 

 

C. Romans 2:17–29 – True Religion is Inward 

Key Themes: 

 False religious confidence 

 Outward symbols (e.g., circumcision) vs inward transformation 

 Heart circumcision by the Spirit 

Questions: 

 Why does Paul criticize those who rely on the Law but break it? 

 What does it mean to be a “Jew inwardly”? 

 How does this apply to Christians today who rely on outward religious acts? 

Application: 

 Ask yourself: Is my heart truly changed, or am I just practicing religion externally? 

 Focus on spiritual authenticity, not just appearances. 

 

3. Summary & Reflection (10–15 minutes) 

Group Reflections: 

 What stood out most to you today? 

 What personal changes do you feel the Spirit is calling you to make? 

Key Takeaways: 

 God judges impartially based on the truth. 

 Knowing the law or being religious doesn’t save us—faith and obedience matter. 

 True transformation is internal, not external. 

 


