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Proverbs 1

What is intelligence?

Wisdom is a comprehensive ability that includes the ability to learn, understand, reason, judge, and solve
problems. It is not only about the accumulation of knowledge or the storage of memory, but also about
how to flexibly apply what you have learned to cope with various situations and challenges. Wisdom is
usually manifested in a combination of creativity, flexibility, emotional management, logical thinking, and
other aspects.

In general, wisdom can be understood at the following levels:

1. Cognitive intelligence: Associated with cognitive processes such as learning, comprehension,
memory, and reasoning, it reflects a person's ability to think when faced with a new problem or challenge.

2. Emotional intelligence: includes the ability to understand one's own and others' emotions and to
be able to manage them effectively. Emotional intelligence helps build healthy relationships and deal with
conflict.

3. Practical wisdom: Also known as "common sense" or "life wisdom", it is the judgment that
people accumulate through experience in their daily lives that can help us make appropriate decisions and
actions.

Wisdom is not a single standard of ability, but is composed of a variety of talents, and develops with the
accumulation of experience and the deepening of learning.

In the book of Proverbs, wisdom is portrayed as an ability that transcends knowledge, emphasizing moral
and upright insight to help people distinguish between right and wrong and make the right choices. The
book of Proverbs emphasizes the importance of wisdom as the key to a good and successful life.



Different religious traditions also have an understanding of wisdom, for example, some traditions use
meditation and practice to achieve insight into true reality, to understand the impermanence and
selflessness of things, and ultimately to achieve liberation and enlightenment. Despite coming from
different belief systems, many of these ideas are similar to the wisdom ideas of the Bible.

Overall, the book of Proverbs explores not only wisdom but also morality, principles of life, and a wealth
of practical life advice in areas such as family, friends, work, and integrity.

The first chapter of the book of Proverbs begins with a clear statement about the purpose of the book: to
guide people in the pursuit of wisdom and instruction, to teach young people to discern right from wrong
and to fear God. The beginning emphasizes the value of wisdom and calls for people to actively pursue it.
For the greed and violence of sin, it is likened to a rapid descent into the underworld and the complete
devouring of man, depicting the devastating and inevitable consequences of evil deeds, and warning us to
stay away from evil deeds. This cautionary tale is a reminder that wealth should not be pursued in an
unjustified manner and that greed can lead people astray.

Wisdom is open and available, as long as we are willing to listen. Wisdom rebukes fools and those who
like to make fun of them, pointing out their attachment to ignorance and their rejection of knowledge.
This is a reflection of the rejection of intelligence and teachings by some people, who have chosen to
indulge in a lifestyle of ignorance and mockery. Wisdom has tried to lead people to the right path, but if
people do not heed their teachings, they will turn their noses up when disaster strikes. It is a warning that
reminds us of the consequences of ignoring wisdom and prompts us to reflect on our own choices.

The first chapter of Proverbs also describes the storms of fear and the whirlwind of calamity, warning of
the consequences of ignoring wisdom. It reminds us that we should take early and wise action to avoid
getting ourselves into trouble. If we don't listen to the voice of intelligence when difficulties come, we
may not get the help we want in times of crisis. This passage prompts us to reflect on the fact that wisdom
is the best guide before acting.

We pray
Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for giving us every day, in good times and bad, and Your wisdom can lead us forward.
Today, we pray to You that Your wisdom will fill our hearts so that we can hear Your voice in every
choice we make and live according to Your will.

May our thoughts, words, and actions demonstrate the insight and discernment you have given us. Help
us to always seek Your wisdom in our busy lives, so that we will not be trapped by the confusions of the
world and walk in the truth.

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we pray, amen.

Proverbs 1
Amplified Bible
The Usefulness of Proverbs

1 The proverbs (truths obscurely expressed, maxims) of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:



2

To know [skillful and godly] wisdom and instruction;

To discern and comprehend the words of understanding and insight,

3

To receive instruction in wise behavior and the discipline of wise thoughtfulness,

Righteousness, justice, and integrity;

4

That prudence (good judgment, astute common sense) may be given to the naive or inexperienced [who
are easily misled],

And knowledge and discretion (intelligent discernment) to the youth,

5

The wise will hear and increase their learning,

And the person of understanding will acquire wise counsel and the skill [to steer his course wisely and
lead others to the truth],

6

To understand a proverb and a figure [of speech] or an enigma with its interpretation,

And the words of the wise and their riddles [that require reflection].

7

The [reverent] fear of the Lord [that is, worshiping Him and regarding Him as truly awesome] is the
beginning and the preeminent part of knowledge [its starting point and its essence];
But arrogant @fools despise [skillful and godly] wisdom and instruction and self-discipline.

The Enticement of Sinners
8

My son, hear the instruction of your father,

And do not reject the teaching of your mother.

9

For they are a garland of grace on your head,

And chains and ornaments [of gold] around your neck.
10

My son, if sinners entice you,

Do not consent.

1

If they say, “Come with us;

Let us lie in wait to shed blood,

Let us ambush the innocent without cause;

12

Let us swallow them alive like Sheol (the place of the dead),
Even whole, as those who go down to the pit [of death];
13

We will find and take all kinds of precious possessions,
We will fill our houses with spoil;

14

Throw in your lot with us [they insist];

We will all have one money bag [in common],”
15



My son, do not walk on the road with them;
Keep your foot [far] away from their path,
16

For their feet run to evil,

And they hurry to shed blood.

17

Indeed, it is useless to spread the baited net

In the sight of any bird,

18

But [when these people set a trap for others] they lie in wait for their own blood;
They set an ambush for their own lives [and rush to their destruction].

19

So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain;

Greed takes away the lives of its possessors.

Wisdom Warns
20

[PIWisdom shouts in the street,

She raises her voice in the markets;

21

She calls out at the head of the noisy streets [where large crowds gather];
At the entrance of the city gates she speaks her words:

22

“How long, O naive ones [you who are easily misled], will you love being simple-
minded and undiscerning?

How long will scoffers [who ridicule and deride] delight in scoffing,
How long will fools [who obstinately mock truth] hate knowledge?
23

“If you will turn and pay attention to my rebuke,

Behold, I [Wisdom] will pour out my spirit on you;

I will make my words known to you.

24

“Because I called and you refused [to answer],

I stretched out my hand and no one has paid attention [to my offer];
25

And you treated all my counsel as nothing

And would not accept my reprimand,

26

I also will laugh at your disaster;

I will mock when your dread and panic come,

27

When your dread and panic come like a storm,

And your disaster comes like a whirlwind,

When anxiety and distress come upon you [as retribution].

28

“Then they will call upon me (Wisdom), but I will not answer;
They will seek me eagerly but they will not find me,



29

Because they hated knowledge

And did not choose the fear of the Lord [that is, obeying Him with reverence and awe-filled respect],
30

They would not accept my counsel,

And they spurned all my rebuke.

31

“Therefore they shall eat of the fruit of their own [wicked] way

And be satiated with [the penalty of] their own devices.

k?)

“For the turning away of the “/naive will kill them,

And the careless ease of [self-righteous] fools will destroy them.

33

“But whoever listens to me (Wisdom) will live securely and in confident trust
And will be at ease, without fear or dread of evil.”

Proverbs 1: Full Description, Important Verses, and Spiritual Influence

The Book of Proverbs in the Bible is a collection of wise sayings and teachings, traditionally attributed
to King Solomon, that offer guidance on living a godly, wise, and successful life. Chapter 1 serves as the
introduction to the entire book, establishing the purpose, the need for wisdom, and the warning against
foolishness. This chapter outlines the importance of wisdom, knowledge, and discipline while also
emphasizing the dangers of ignoring wisdom and the consequences that follow.

Full Description of Proverbs 1:

Proverbs 1 is the foundational chapter that sets the tone for the rest of the book. It introduces the primary
theme of the book: wisdom. The chapter is divided into several sections:

1. The Purpose of Proverbs (Verses 1-7): The opening verses explain that the proverbs are written
to impart wisdom, understanding, and knowledge to the reader. They are meant to help people
live righteously, justly, and prudently. The key focus is on learning wisdom from those who are
wise, especially in the context of fearing the Lord. Verse 7 highlights the cornerstone of wisdom:

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction." (Proverbs
1:7)

2. The Invitation to Wisdom (Verses 8—19): These verses feature a warning to avoid the allure of
sin and foolishness, which might come from bad influences or the temptation to follow the wrong
crowd. A father advises his son to heed his teachings and avoid falling into the trap of wicked
people who seek violence, deception, and material gain. Wisdom is portrayed as something
valuable, while wickedness is a path that leads to destruction. Verse 10 speaks directly to the
danger of temptation:

"My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent." (Proverbs 1:10)

3. Wisdom's Call (Verses 20-33): The final section of the chapter portrays wisdom as a woman
calling out in public spaces, offering guidance to anyone willing to listen. Wisdom warns that
those who reject her will face calamity and destruction. The chapter ends with a promise that



those who listen to wisdom will live in peace and safety. Wisdom is portrayed as something

available to all, but its rejection leads to dire consequences. Wisdom's call is depicted in verses
24-25:

"Because | have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, because you
disdained all my counsel and would have none of my rebuke..." (Proverbs 1:24-25)

Important Verses in Proverbs 1:

1.

Proverbs 1:7 — "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.”

o This verse is foundational for understanding the entire Book of Proverbs. The “fear of the
Lord” represents a deep reverence, awe, and respect for God, which is the starting point
for all true wisdom and knowledge. Without this reverence, one cannot truly understand
or live wisely.

Proverbs 1:10 — "My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.”

o This verse offers direct counsel to avoid the temptation of sin and the influence of
wickedness. It teaches the importance of resisting peer pressure and remaining true to
one’s moral compass.

Proverbs 1:24-25 — "Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no
one regarded, because you disdained all my counsel and would have none of my rebuke..."

o These verses present the consequences of rejecting wisdom. Wisdom is portrayed as a
loving figure who offers guidance, but those who reject it will face the consequences of
their choices.

Proverbs 1:33 — "But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, and will be secure, without fear of
evil."

o This verse offers hope to those who choose to listen to wisdom. The reward of wisdom is
peace, security, and safety—both spiritually and practically.

Spiritual Influence of Proverbs 1:

L.

A Call to Reverence and Faith: Proverbs 1 underscores the importance of the fear of the Lord
as the beginning of all wisdom. Spiritually, this reflects the idea that true wisdom begins with a
relationship with God. Those who honor God and seek to follow His will are led to deeper
understanding, peace, and security. It emphasizes that faith in God is not only a spiritual matter
but also a practical foundation for making wise decisions in life.

The Importance of Discipleship: The chapter emphasizes the importance of learning from wise
teachers and mentors, particularly spiritual leaders who point toward God. It highlights the role of
parents and the community in shaping the moral and spiritual lives of individuals. Spiritually, it
encourages believers to seek out the counsel of wise, God-fearing individuals who can help them
grow in their faith.

The Dangers of Sin and Rejection of Wisdom: Proverbs 1 offers a stern warning against the
destructive power of sin, showing how rejecting wisdom leads to spiritual harm. The rejection
of wisdom is portrayed as foolishness, and it can lead to both personal and societal chaos.



Spiritually, this chapter calls the reader to align with God’s wisdom and avoid the snares of sin
that lead to destruction.

4. The Promise of Peace and Safety: The spiritual reward for choosing wisdom is peace. Listening
to wisdom and choosing the path of righteousness provides a deep sense of peace, security, and
confidence in God's protection. Proverbs 1 speaks to the spiritual fulfillment that comes from
living in harmony with God's wisdom, where one is protected from fear and harm.

Conclusion:

Proverbs 1 sets the stage for the entire Book of Proverbs by emphasizing the need for wisdom and the
consequences of ignoring it. Spiritually, it teaches the importance of starting with a reverent relationship
with God, which leads to true wisdom, understanding, and peace. The call to embrace wisdom, heed
godly counsel, and avoid the temptation of sin is just as relevant today as it was in ancient times, offering
timeless guidance for living a righteous and fulfilled life.



