
Bible Quiz 

What is the meaning of The parable of Jesus cursing the fig tree? 
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Question: What is the meaning of The parable of Jesus cursing the fig tree? 

The parable of Jesus cursing the fig tree carries profound spiritual significance, conveying several key 
messages: 

1. Outward Piety vs. Inner Substance 

The fig tree symbolizes the people of Israel, particularly the religious leaders. They appeared devout, 
following the laws and religious rituals, yet lacked genuine faith and obedience. Like the tree, which had 
lush leaves but no fruit, they had an outward display of piety but lacked the spiritual fruit of 
righteousness. This reminds us that true faith is not about external appearances but about bearing spiritual 
fruit—love, faith, obedience, and righteousness (Galatians 5:22-23). 

2. God’s Judgment on Unfruitfulness 

The withering of the fig tree represents God's judgment on Israel. Israel was meant to be a blessing to all 
nations (Genesis 12:3), but by rejecting the Messiah, they failed to bear fruit. As a result, God’s kingdom 
would be given to others (Matthew 21:43). This warns believers that merely having the title of faith 
without producing spiritual fruit can lead to God’s discipline and judgment (John 15:2, 6). 

3. The Lesson of Faith 

When the disciples saw the tree immediately wither, Jesus taught them, “If you have faith and do not 
doubt… even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and cast into the sea,’ it will happen.” (Matthew 
21:21). This highlights the power of faith—genuine faith can bring transformation and miracles, but it 
must be rooted in trust in God, not human willpower. 

4. Seizing the Opportunity to Repent 



Though it was not the season for figs, Jesus still expected fruit, illustrating that God is not bound by 
"seasons" but always expects His people to bear fruit. This teaches us not to wait for the "right time" to 
pursue spiritual growth but to repent and respond to God’s call immediately, lest we miss His grace and 
blessings. 

Conclusion 

The parable of the fig tree is not just about a tree—it is a warning against a fruitless faith. We must ask 
ourselves: Is our faith merely external religious practice, or are we truly bearing spiritual fruit? Do we live 
by faith, or do we only hold onto faith in name? This parable challenges us to produce the fruit of 
repentance, faith, obedience, and love, aligning our lives with God's will. 


