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      Psalms 53 
 

Atheism: 

Atheism: Man says that there is no God, and he does it for cheapness. Because he doesn't want judgment 
or retribution, there is no God! This is to embolden yourself, it is to deceive yourself! Do those who do 
good, or those who think they are doing good, wish for God even if they do not know God? For if there is 
a God, he should reward the good and punish the evil. 

 

There were no true atheists in David's day, and the "fools" were not those who did not believe in God, but 
those who hoped that "God had forgotten, and He hid His face from him never to see." Those who say 
"there is no God" today include not only atheists, but also those who believe in false gods, and they also 
hope that "Jehovah will not hold them accountable" 

 

The people who are most espousers of the belief that there is no God are those who live in "wickedness" 
and "have done abominable sins." They deny the existence of the one true God, not on the basis of 
objective facts, but on the wishful thinking of not wanting the one true God to judge people. Because they 
are reluctant to give up their lives of "debauchery" and unwilling to face their inner fear of retribution. 

 

If there is "no God", people can become gods themselves and do whatever they want, and the law of life 
is to survive the fittest, become a king or lose, and have fun in time, and morality can be set aside at any 
time. Therefore, the more knowledge the "foolish" has, the greater his ability to do evil, and "no one does 



good", and the end of mankind is a desperate self-destruction: "He who professed to be wise became 
foolish" 

 

Man went into space and said he didn't see God. It is the frog at the bottom of the well, God is the 
universe, how can people see it with the naked eye, The "foolish" in the poet's mouth mainly refers to 
those who rebel against God. Notice that the psalmist says that fools "say in their hearts that there is no 
God," and they may pray to God or even praise God in their mouths, but in their hearts they say "there is 
no God." How can such hypocrisy not be abhorred by God! Their arrogant challenge to God will 
inevitably lead to people who "do abominable sins" and are unable to "do good." 

 

Nameless fear is the most difficult mental illness to heal. Modern psychology tends to the law of cause 
and effect; As long as the cause can be found, it is probably possible to "prescribe the right medicine". We 
say that heart disease also needs heart medicine; However, nameless fear is that there is no cause to be 
found. And the rumors! And here, Psalm 53 says, They are greatly afraid where they have nothing to fear, 

 

Who is the fool today? In the context of the psalmist, this does not refer primarily to the Gentiles who do 
not believe in God, but to those who believe in God but are unwilling to obey God, that is, the Christians 
in the church who "have their lips close to God, but their hearts are far from God." So, when we today 
behave in a way that is no different from the standards and behaviors of the world, then we are also 
incarnated fools who do not know God. Today, we should always ask ourselves, "Am I a fool now?" 

  

Let's pray together: 

Father, we thank You for putting David's sermon before us so that we can let the world know that You are 
a God of covenant and mercy, a God who created the universe and is willing to save people. May You 
perform wonderful works in this atheistic age so that the world can turn back from the path of turning 
away from You. Lord, raise up for us because of our trust in you, fight us, and let us boast of victory over 
our enemies. Lord, use us, preach the gospel, and use your truth and love to open foolish hearts and break 
down all strong strongholds, so that when the time is fulfilled, heaven and earth will be one, and all 
nations and nations will come and worship you. To God who sits on the throne be all praise, honor, 
authority, and glory. 

In the holy name of Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 

Psalm 53:bible verses 

1. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and 

have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good. 

2. God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there 

were any that did understand, that did seek God. 



3. Every one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; there 

is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

4. Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they 

eat bread: they have not called upon God. 

5. There were they in great fear, where no fear was: for God hath scattered 

the bones of him that encampeth against thee: thou hast put them to 

shame, because God hath despised them. 

6. Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! When God bringeth 

back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall 

be glad. 

 

Psalm 53 is a powerful reflection on human depravity and the absence of righteousness among mankind. 
It is attributed to King David and serves as a vivid reminder of humanity's sinful nature, the 
consequences of rejecting God, and the hope of divine salvation. This psalm is nearly identical to Psalm 
14, but with slight variations, particularly in the use of God’s name. 

Psalm 53 is part of the Maschil Psalms—a type of contemplative or instructive psalm meant for teaching. 
It highlights the foolishness of denying God's existence and contrasts the depravity of man with the 
holiness and justice of God. 

 

Structure of Psalm 53 

1. The Fool's Denial of God (Verse 1) 

"The fool says in his heart, 'There is no God.' They are corrupt, and their ways are vile; there is no one 
who does good." 

o This verse sets the theme of the psalm. It identifies the spiritual foolishness of those who 
deny God. 

o "Fool" here refers not to intellectual deficiency but to a moral and spiritual rebellion 
against God. 

2. God’s Examination of Humanity (Verses 2-3) 

"God looks down from heaven on all mankind to see if there are any who understand, any who seek God. 
Everyone has turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one." 

o God, in His omniscience, searches humanity and finds universal corruption. 

o This passage underscores the fallen nature of humankind. Paul references this in 
Romans 3:10-12 to demonstrate that all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. 

3. The Wicked’s Oppression of God’s People (Verses 4-5) 



"Do all these evildoers know nothing? They devour my people as though eating bread; they never call on 
God. But there they are, overwhelmed with dread, where there was nothing to dread. God scattered the 
bones of those who attacked you; you put them to shame, for God despised them." 

o The wicked are described as oppressors of God’s people, consuming them "like bread." 

o God’s judgment brings fear and dread to those who rebel against Him, even when they 
feel secure. 

4. The Hope of Salvation (Verse 6) 

"Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When God restores his people, let Jacob rejoice 
and Israel be glad!" 

o The psalm concludes with a cry for God’s deliverance and restoration of His people. 

o Zion symbolizes God's dwelling place and His kingdom. This verse points to the ultimate 
salvation brought by the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

 

Important Verses and Their Significance 

1. Verse 1: "The fool says in his heart, 'There is no God.'" 

o This is a direct rebuke to atheism and spiritual ignorance. 

o It emphasizes that denying God is not merely an intellectual issue but a moral failure. 

2. Verse 2: "God looks down from heaven on all mankind to see if there are any who 
understand, any who seek God." 

o God actively observes humanity. 

o This verse reminds us that God desires for people to seek Him, yet humanity has turned 
away. 

3. Verse 3: "Everyone has turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who does 
good, not even one." 

o This highlights the universal nature of sin. No one can claim righteousness apart from 
God. 

o Paul uses this in Romans 3 to explain the need for grace and salvation through Christ. 

4. Verse 6: "Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!" 

o This verse is prophetic, pointing toward the coming of Jesus Christ, the ultimate Savior 
who would bring salvation not just to Israel but to all nations. 

 

Spiritual Influence and Lessons 

1. The Reality of Human Sinfulness 
Psalm 53 reminds us that sin is universal. Every person, regardless of background or status, has 



turned away from God. This realization humbles us and leads us to recognize our need for God's 
grace and forgiveness. 

2. The Danger of Denying God 
Denying God's existence or living as if He does not matter leads to moral corruption and spiritual 
emptiness. This psalm warns against spiritual rebellion and highlights the foolishness of 
rejecting God. 

3. God’s Judgment and Justice 
The psalm reassures us that God sees all and will bring judgment upon the wicked. The evildoers 
who oppress God's people will not go unpunished. This provides comfort to believers who face 
persecution or injustice. 

4. The Hope of Salvation 
The concluding verse points to the hope of salvation. For Christians, this salvation is fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ. Through His sacrifice, we are reconciled with God and freed from the power of sin. 

5. Dependence on God 
Since "there is no one who does good" on their own, Psalm 53 teaches us to depend completely 
on God for righteousness and salvation. We cannot earn God's favor through our works but must 
rely on His grace. 

6. Call to Seek God 
God desires that people seek Him and turn away from sin. This psalm challenges us to examine 
our hearts, seek God earnestly, and live in alignment with His will. 

 

Conclusion 

Psalm 53 is a sobering yet hopeful psalm. It exposes humanity's fallen nature and the foolishness of 
rejecting God while pointing us to the hope of salvation. For believers, it serves as a reminder to rely on 
God's grace, seek His presence, and trust in His ultimate justice and deliverance. It also calls us to share 
the truth of God’s existence and His salvation with those who are spiritually blind, pointing them to the 
saving work of Jesus Christ. 

Through this psalm, we are encouraged to live humbly, repentantly, and joyfully, knowing that God is our 
Savior and Deliverer. 

 


