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      Psalms 50 
 

True Gods false Worship 

God appeared to judge the whole earth, and He judged the saints and wicked of Israel directly by counting 
their sins. 

All in heaven and on earth will face God's judgment, especially God's saints, because judgment begins 
with God's saints. "The Lord the Almighty God hath spoken and called the whole world, and he hath 
shone from the rising of the sun to the setting of the sun. Psalm 50 

"Our God will come, and he will not keep his mouth shut." A fire was swallowed up before him, and a 
storm was blowing around him. The appearance of God is mighty and powerful, with storms and fire as 
His angels. For the sake of a trial. God came and God appeared to judge the nations, and God to judge. 
And the Israelis are the defendants, and both heaven and earth are witnesses. At that time, the Jews only 
attached importance to the ritual of sacrifice and the observance of the law for the worship of God, and all 
the service was outward, not from the heart, and they thought that the ritual of sacrifice could satisfy God; 
But that's not what God wants, and their faith has been reduced to formalism. This psalm is truly a bell for 
both the Israelites of that day and the Christians of today. Is the motivation for our worship, our prayers, 
all our devotions, and our ministry in the Christian church life today? Are we serving God or are we 
serving the temple? God values the heart. In the story of Martha and Mary, Jesus does not reproach 
Martha for neglecting to hear the sermon because she is busy with her outside ministry, but reminds her 
that she is serving with a complaining heart. Jesus was not exhorting everyone to give up their ministry to 
hear the sermon, but he was praising Mary's heart's longing for God. Therefore, let the Lord enlighten our 
hearts so that our actions can be directed at God and that we can see the praise or criticism of others as 
small. 



The Israelites thought that by sacrificing their sacrifices, they did not owe anything to God. God did not 
need these sacrifices at all, and God said, "All the beasts of the woods are mine, and the cattle of a 
thousand hills are mine, and does the Creator of all things need men to feed him?" The true essence of 
sacrifice is to convey gratitude and obedience to God. God wants us to offer our sincere gratitude and 
praise to God as a sacrifice, and in addition to thanksgiving and praise, we must also confess our sins and 
repent to God. When we sacrifice and worship, we don't want the true God to worship falsely. The true 
God cannot take anything to bribe, and if there is such a thought, that is, to worship the true God with the 
false intention of worshipping a false god, God will not accept it. Be grateful, have the heart of God, be 
faithful to God, and fulfill your vows. Don't think that God has forgotten that God cannot be mocked. 
Many times we use human methods in times of trouble, and we only come to God when there is no way 
out. But in the midst of trouble, God hears our cry, and God delights in His children coming to Him to 
supplicate in times of trial and pain. God promises that He will deliver us. Today, God also speaks to all 
who believe in Jesus. Do you think that it is enough to meet some religious requirements, such as keeping 
tithes, returning to the congregation, being the congregation, etc.? God said, "No, it's not religion and 
sacrifices, it's whether you are grateful, whether you are faithful to God, whether you know how to call on 
God and take God as your Savior, whether you glorify Him. 

God is the mighty one, calling to the world, and the LORD has spoken to call the world. God is the 
covenant maker, demanding from the saints; Gather my saints to me, those who have made a covenant 
with me with sacrifices; God is the righteous who chastes the wicked, and God is the giver of grace to 
salvation, and he who walks in the right way. God condemns the wicked by saying that these people claim 
to fear God but have no regard for Him at all, like a nominal Christian who behaves completely out of 
proportion to his faith. These are those who pay lip service to God's law, but behave in their deeds by 
stealing, committing adultery, and blaspheming, hating God's discipline and leaving behind God's 
teachings.  

When people do these bad things, God has been patient and silent, but people think that God approves of 
their evil deeds, thinks that God is indifferent, and acquiesces in their bad deeds. When God saw this, he 
was amazed and said, "How dare you do this?" God warned these wicked men to repent quickly, or 
judgment would soon come and tear them apart and leave no one to save them. Only by "sacrificing with 
thanksgiving" and consistently putting God first in all things can we truly glorify God. Only by "walking 
in the right way" and doing God's will in harmony with our words and deeds can we truly live in 
salvation. 

 

Let's pray: 

 

Thank you, dear Heavenly Father, for reminding us in today's text that obedience is better than sacrifice, 
and for giving us the opportunity to examine ourselves before your righteous judgment comes, whether 
you are walking in your right path. Father, help us to hear the small voice of the Holy Spirit always, and 
to hear it so that we have the strength to do it, so that we do not fall into the ways of the wicked! Thank 
you, Heavenly Father who loves us!  

Prayer is in the victorious name of Jesus Christ, amen. 

 

Psalm 50 



God the Judge of the Righteous and the Wicked. 

A Psalm of [a]Asaph 

50 The mighty One, God, the Lord, has spoken, 
And summoned the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting [from east to west]. 
2  
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
God has shone forth. 
3  
May our God come and not keep silent; 
Fire devours before Him, 
And around Him a mighty tempest rages. 
4  
He summons the heavens above, 
And the earth, to judge His people: 
5  
“Gather My godly ones to Me, 
Those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.” 
6  
And the heavens declare His righteousness, 
For God Himself is judge. Selah. 

7  
“Hear, O My people, and I will speak; 
O Israel, I will testify against you: 
I am God, your God. 
8  
“I do not reprove you for your sacrifices; 
Your burnt offerings are continually before Me. 
9  
“I will accept no young bull from your house 
Nor male goat from your folds. 
10  
“For every beast of the forest is Mine, 
And the cattle on a thousand hills. 
11  
“I know every bird of the mountains, 
And everything that moves in the field is [b]Mine. 
12  
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
For the world and all it contains are Mine. 
13  
“Shall I eat the flesh of bulls 



Or drink the blood of male goats? 
14  
“Offer to God the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
And pay your vows to the Most High; 
15  
Call on Me in the day of trouble; 
I will rescue you, and you shall honor and glorify Me.” 

16  
But to the wicked God says: 
“What right have you to recite My statutes 
Or to take My covenant on your lips? 
17  
“For you hate instruction and discipline 
And cast My words behind you [discarding them]. 
18  
“When you see a thief, you are pleased with him and condone his behavior, 
And you associate with adulterers. 
19  
“You give your mouth to evil 
And your tongue frames deceit. 
20  
“You sit and speak against your brother; 
You slander your own mother’s son. 
21  
“These things you have done and I kept silent; 
You thought that I was just like you. 
Now I will reprimand and denounce you and state the case in order before your eyes. 

22  
“Now consider this, you who forget God, 
Or I will tear you in pieces, and there will be no one to rescue [you]. 
23  
“He who offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving honors Me; 
And to him who orders his way rightly [who follows the way that I show him], 
I shall show the salvation of God.” 

 

Psalm 50 is one of the Psalms written by Asaph, a Levite musician and a contemporary of King 
David. The Psalm is a powerful reflection on God's justice, the insufficiency of empty rituals, 
and the true nature of worship that pleases God. It serves as a reminder to God's people, both 
ancient Israel and contemporary believers, that genuine worship is not defined by mere external 
acts but by a sincere heart of gratitude, repentance, and obedience to God's will. 



Psalm 50 is structured as a divine speech and serves as a proclamation from God Himself. It 
opens with a dramatic call to all the earth, and its central message revolves around God’s 
assessment of worship and sacrifice. The Psalm can be divided into several distinct sections: 

1. The Lord’s Call to Judgment (Psalm 50:1-6) 

The Psalm opens with a cosmic declaration of God’s sovereignty over the earth: 

"The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun 
to the place where it sets." (Psalm 50:1) 

In the first six verses, God summons all the earth and His covenant people, Israel, to hear His 
words. He is portrayed as a righteous judge, calling the heavens and the earth to witness His 
judgment, a judgment that will be based on truth, justice, and holiness. This emphasizes God’s 
transcendence and authority over all creation. The heavens declare His righteousness, and His 
justice is established in His judgment. 

God is not just a distant observer but the one who actively commands the world and calls His 
people to account. This theme of divine justice will become central throughout the Psalm. 

2. God’s Assessment of Ritual Sacrifices (Psalm 50:7-15) 

God addresses His people directly, questioning their understanding of worship. These verses are 
a critique of the people’s reliance on ritual sacrifice without true devotion to God: 

"I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices or your burnt offerings, which are ever before 
me." (Psalm 50:8) 

While God acknowledges the sacrificial system (which was central to the religious life of Israel), 
He declares that He does not need these sacrifices to sustain Him. God owns everything—He 
does not need food or material gifts, as everything in the world belongs to Him: 

"If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it." (Psalm 
50:12) 

God emphasizes that He doesn’t require material offerings for His own benefit. What He desires 
from His people is not empty ritual but a heart of gratitude, repentance, and obedience. 

In verse 15, God calls the people to call on Him in times of trouble, promising to deliver them if 
they do so with sincerity: 

"Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me." (Psalm 50:15) 

This speaks to the need for an ongoing, living relationship with God, rather than relying on 
periodic rituals that do not reflect a transformed heart. 

3. The Rebuke of the Wicked (Psalm 50:16-21) 



In this section, God turns His attention to the wicked and the hypocrites who worship with their 
mouths but whose actions do not align with His commandments. He accuses them of falsely 
using God’s name while living in sin: 

"What right have you to recite my laws or take my covenant on your lips?" (Psalm 50:16) 

God critiques those who practice deceit, violence, and hypocrisy while pretending to be 
religious. They live with sin in their lives, yet they still claim to follow God's covenant. God 
warns that such hypocrisy will not go unnoticed: 

"You sit and testify against your brother and slander your own mother’s son." (Psalm 
50:20) 

The Psalm stresses that God sees the discrepancy between outward worship and inward 
corruption and will judge those who think they can hide their sin behind religious pretenses. 

4. The True Nature of Worship (Psalm 50:22-23) 

In the final verses, God offers a promise to those who worship Him with sincerity: 

"Those who sacrifice thank offerings honor me, and to the blameless I will show my 
salvation." (Psalm 50:23) 

God values gratitude and obedience over ritual sacrifice. True worship is characterized by a 
thankful heart and a life that aligns with God’s will. The Psalm concludes with the promise that 
those who live according to God’s ways will experience His salvation. 

Important Verses and Their Significance 

 Psalm 50:1-2 
"The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun 
to the place where it sets. From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth." 
These verses highlight the majesty and universal sovereignty of God, who speaks from 
Zion (the place of His presence) and calls all creation to witness His judgments. 

 Psalm 50:8-9 
"I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices or your burnt offerings, which are ever before 
me." 
This is key because it shows that God is not rejecting the sacrificial system itself but 
rather the empty rituals done without a sincere heart. It is a reminder that external acts of 
worship are meaningless without true devotion. 

 Psalm 50:12-13 
"If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it. Do I eat 
the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?" 
These verses emphasize God’s self-sufficiency. He does not need anything from us, as 
He owns everything. This sets the stage for the understanding that worship is for our 
benefit, not for God’s. 



 Psalm 50:15 
"Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me." 
God is inviting His people to depend on Him in times of crisis, promising deliverance to 
those who sincerely seek Him. 

 Psalm 50:16-17 
"What right have you to recite my laws or take my covenant on your lips? You hate my 
instruction and cast my words behind you." 
This is a direct rebuke to those who claim to be followers of God but live in disobedience 
to His commands. It underscores the inconsistency between confession and action. 

 Psalm 50:23 
"Those who sacrifice thank offerings honor me, and to the blameless I will show my 
salvation." 
This verse closes the Psalm with the key truth: God values thankfulness and a blameless 
life more than rituals. True worship brings honor to God and results in His salvation. 

Spiritual Influence and Application 

1. True Worship vs. Empty Rituals: 
Psalm 50 challenges believers to examine their own worship practices. Are we offering 
God our hearts in genuine gratitude and obedience, or are we simply going through the 
motions of religious rituals? True worship involves a heart of thanksgiving, repentance, 
and humility before God. It is not enough to engage in religious activities without a 
transformation of the heart. 

2. God’s Self-Sufficiency and Our Dependence: 
God does not need anything from us—He owns everything. This should humble us and 
remind us that worship is for our benefit, not God’s. Our acts of worship, including 
sacrifices, prayer, and praise, are meant to align our hearts with God's will and to express 
our dependence on Him. 

3. The Importance of Integrity in Worship: 
God condemns hypocrisy and the disconnect between what we say and what we do. 
Psalm 50 urges us to live out our faith in integrity, ensuring that our actions align with 
our words. Those who claim to follow God but live in sin will be judged. This serves as a 
warning against the danger of complacency and self-deception in our walk with God. 

4. God’s Call for Sincere Repentance: 
The invitation to call on God in times of trouble (Psalm 50:15) reflects God’s grace and 
mercy. Even when we have failed, He is always ready to deliver us if we come to Him 
with sincerity. This demonstrates that God’s salvation is available to all who genuinely 
repent and seek His face. 

5. Gratitude and Obedience: 
The final verse highlights that God is honored by those who offer thanks and live 
blamelessly. Our worship should be an expression of thankfulness for what God has done 



in our lives and an active commitment to live according to His commands. True worship 
is reflected not only in what we say but in how we live. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 50 calls believers to examine their hearts and worship. It makes clear that God is not 
interested in empty rituals or external displays of religiosity, but in a heart that is truly thankful, 
obedient, and aligned with His will. As we reflect on these truths, we are reminded to live out 
our faith with integrity, continually offering gratitude to God and living in obedience to His 
commands. This Psalm challenges us to move beyond superficial worship and to embrace a life 
of sincere devotion and reverence for God. 

 


