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Psalms 49

The True Meaning Of Life
Psalm 49

Money cannot save one from death. Therefore, it is foolish for those who boast of riches and think that
they will be able to perpetuate their families. Death is an unchangeable thing when it comes to everyone,
and the honor of a moment of life cannot be boasted of, because when death there will be nothing left, so
people should wake up in honor.

Psalm 49 is divided into three stanzas, the first of which tells all the people of the world that no matter
whether they are high or low, poor or rich, they all die in the end, and no one escapes. Playing the piano
can make people have a good spirit, listen attentively, and if they still don't understand, they can take a
break, use the piano and music to get rid of vulgar or confused concepts, and let people return to the
presence of God.

The second paragraph mentions that people cannot buy God's salvation with riches and money, and that
only Jesus, the Son of God, can afford to pay the ransom. So no matter who you are, even if you are rich
and can build many memorial buildings, you will die in the end, leaving only a grave. Bad people, great
evil people. They will all die, though "they think in their hearts: Their houses shall endure for ever, and
their dwellings shall be reserved unto all generations; They have their own land in their own name." In
fact, none of this will last long. Although we are poor, we are not afraid, they think that if we have money,
we are very capable, but in fact we have no ability at all, and money has no eternal effect. It is not a sin to
have money, but it is a sin to trust in money and not in God. The goods of God's people are God's
blessings, but if a person "boasts of his wealth in riches," he idolizes wealth and brings only a temporary,
false sense of security. Because no matter how rich a person is, he cannot use money to buy his life from
God and prolong his life. "And they thought in their hearts: Their house shall endure forever" However,



even the sturdy and majestic pyramids could not be Pharaoh's eternal home, and even if people were
buried in the earth today, they would have to leave the grave and receive God's judgment in the future. In
the past, how many wealthy people thought that their "dwellings must be left to all generations", but how
many castles and mansions in Europe today still belong to their original owners? There were many
powerful people in the past, but who knows the origin of those place names today? Steve Jobs, the former
president of Apple, should be the top representative of wealth and success! After he was replaced with a
rare cancer, no matter how expensive treatment he underwent that ordinary people could not afford, he
could not avoid death in the end.

The third paragraph is the final outcome of the poor and the rich, and if they do not know God, the final
outcome will be the same. This poem specifically mentions that God cares for the poor and comforts the
poor not to be too sad, even though there is nothing, God will take care of the poor and listen to the
prayers of the poor. Jesus Christ is our shepherd to those who believe in God. Verse 14 mentions that
when they come to Hades, the upright will rule over them. This "upright person" refers to the rich and
poor, as long as he realizes that wealth cannot last long, and helps others when he has money and status,
and fulfills God's mission, he is called an upright person. Only God can redeem our souls from the power
of hell.

There are some people in the world who will do whatever it takes to accumulate wealth, fame and fortune,
and even lose their health. There are some people who pay several times more than ordinary people for
promotions, raises, or to be appreciated by their bosses. Jesus Matthew 16:26 says, "What profit is it for a
man to gain the whole world and forfeit his own life?" What can a man exchange for his life? Here the
psalmist also says, "Do not be afraid when you see a man rich and a house prosperous; for, when he died,
he could take nothing with him; His glory cannot go down with him." So no matter what your current
economic conditions and social status are, it has nothing to do with our salvation and hope of eternal life,
because the salvation of Jesus Christ on the cross cannot be redeemed by money. True abundance is not
abundance in material conditions, because it is temporary, limited, and fragile. True riches are spiritual
riches, a strong relationship with God, the hope and joy of eternal life that comes from God. This is long-
lasting, infinite, and solid!

Whether God allows us to experience poverty or puts us in honor, it is so that we can learn not to rely on
possessions, but to learn: Philippians 4:12-13 "And how to be lowly, and how to be rich; or full, or
hungry; Whether there is more or what is lacking, whatever you want, I have the secret. I can do all things
that I have strengthened through Jesus." Therefore, if a person 'does not wake up in the midst of honor'
and seeks glory and riches, 'like a dead animal' (v.20), the end of his life is to be fattened to the slaughter.

Please pray together:

"Lord, no man, no matter how rich, cannot be saved from hell and from death. Only you can save us.
Thou art the captain of our salvation, that we may have in thee thy own glory, that we may have eternal
life, and that we may be with thee in thy everlasting glory. Help us wisely to see how foolish it is to trust
in riches and boast of abundance, and how fleeting is what we have. Help us to come to our senses in
honor and to face the judgment that must come through you. Have mercy on us, and remember that our
essence is but dust. that we may know how to think of things that are not seen, and turn our eyes not to
see falsehood, but to turn our hands and hearts to you.

Pray in the holy name of Jesus Christ. Amen."
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Amplified Bible

The Folly of Trusting in Riches.

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

49 Hear this, all peoples;

Listen carefully, all inhabitants of the world,
2

Both low and high,

Rich and poor together:

3

My mouth will speak wisdom,

And the meditation of my heart will be understanding.
4

I will incline my ear and consent to a proverb;

On the lyre I will unfold my riddle.

5

Why should I fear in the days of evil,

When the wickedness of those who would betray me surrounds me [on every side],
6

Even those who trust in and rely on their wealth

And boast of the abundance of their riches?

7

None of them can by any means redeem [either himself or] his brother,
Nor give to God a ransom for him—

8

For the ransom of his soul is too costly,

And he should cease trying forever—

9

So that he should live on eternally,

That he should never see the pit (grave) and undergo decay.

10

For he sees that even wise men die;

The fool and the stupid alike perish

And leave their wealth to others.

1

Their inward thought is that their houses will continue forever,
And their dwelling places to all generations;



They have named their lands after their own names [ignoring God].
12

But man, with all his [self] honor and pomp, will not endure;

He is like the beasts that perish.

13

This is the fate of those who are foolishly confident,

And of those after them who approve [and are influenced by] their words. Selah.
14

Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol (the nether world, the place of the dead);
Death will be their shepherd;

And the upright shall rule over them in the morning,

And their form and beauty shall [2be for Sheol to consume,

So that they have no dwelling [on earth].

15

But God will redeem my life from the power of Sheol,

For He will receive me. Selah.

16

Be not afraid when [an ungodly] man becomes rich,

When the wealth and glory of his house are increased;

17

For when he dies he will carry nothing away;

His glory will not descend after him.

18

Though while he lives he counts himself happy and prosperous—
And though people praise you when you do well for yourself—

19

He shall go to the generation of his fathers;

They shall never again see the light.

20

A man [who is held] in honor,

Yet who lacks [spiritual] understanding and a teachable heart, is like the beasts that perish.

Psalm 49 is a meditation on the fleeting nature of wealth, the inevitability of death, and the
eternal significance of trusting in God for redemption. It reflects on the futility of relying on
material wealth for security and addresses the universal reality of death that no one, regardless of
wealth or status, can escape. The psalm points toward the need for spiritual wisdom and the hope
found in God’s salvation.

Full Description of Psalm 49

Psalm 49 is a wisdom psalm, intended to teach lessons about life, wealth, and death. The
psalmist speaks to all people—rich and poor, wise and foolish—warning them not to trust in



material wealth and worldly success, which ultimately cannot save them from death. Instead, it
emphasizes the hope found in God’s redemption and the assurance of eternal life for those who
trust in Him.

The psalm is structured around these key themes:
1. A Universal Call to Listen (vv. 1-4)

o The psalm begins with an invitation to all people, regardless of their social
standing, to hear the wisdom and insight the psalmist is about to share. The
message is for everyone, not just the rich or poor, emphasizing that these truths
apply universally.

2. The Futility of Relying on Wealth (vv. 5-12)

o The psalmist reflects on the reality that, despite the apparent advantages of wealth
and status, they cannot prevent death or secure eternal life. Wealth is temporary,
and no one can buy their way out of death. The psalm warns against boasting in
riches, as they do not bring lasting security.

3. Hope of Redemption Through God (vv. 13-15)

o The psalmist contrasts the fate of the wicked (who trust in their riches) with the
hope of redemption for those who trust in God. While the wicked may accumulate
wealth, they cannot escape death, but God has the power to redeem the soul from
the grave.

4. A Warning to Those Who Trust in Wealth (vv. 16-20)

o The psalm concludes with a warning against envying the success of the wicked.
Their wealth is ultimately meaningless, as they will die and leave everything
behind. The psalmist emphasizes the foolishness of relying on temporary, earthly
treasures and contrasts it with the eternal security found in God.

Important Verses from Psalm 49
Here are some key verses from Psalm 49 that highlight the central messages of the psalm:
1. Verses 5-7: The Powerlessness of Wealth in the Face of Death

“Why should I fear in times of trouble, when the iniquity of my heels surrounds me,
Those who trust in their wealth and boast in the multitude of their riches?
None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him—"

o These verses emphasize that wealth is powerless to save a person from the
inevitable fate of death. No one can buy their way out of judgment or redemption
for themselves or others.

2. Verse 10: The Certainty of Death



“For he sees wise men die, likewise the fool and the senseless person perish, and leave their
wealth to others.”

o This verse underlines the universality of death. Whether wise or foolish, all men
die, and none can take their wealth with them. This points to the futility of relying
on wealth for security or meaning in life.

3. Verse 12: The Vanity of Trusting in Wealth
“Nevertheless man, though in honor, does not remain, he is like the beasts that perish.”

o This verse compares the fate of the wealthy to that of animals: both are temporary
and perish. Despite their status, human beings are not immune to the reality of
death.

4. Verse 15: God’s Redeeming Power
“But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for He shall receive me.”

o This is a statement of hope and assurance. The psalmist expresses confidence that,
while wealth cannot save, God has the power to redeem the soul from death,
providing eternal life.

5. Verses 16-17: Don’t Envy the Wealth of the Wicked

“Do not be afraid when one becomes rich, when the glory of his house is increased;
For when he dies he shall carry nothing away, his glory shall not descend after him.”

o These verses urge the reader not to envy the prosperity of the wicked, for when
they die, their wealth remains behind. Wealth cannot accompany anyone into the
afterlife, and it offers no lasting security.

Spiritual Influence and Applications

1. The Futility of Wealth and Earthly Success

o Psalm 49 serves as a warning against placing too much trust in material wealth
and temporary success. It reminds us that, in the end, we all face the same fate—
death. Wealth cannot buy eternal life or prevent the final judgment. This should
encourage us to reevaluate our priorities and focus on what truly lasts: a
relationship with God and living according to His will.

2. The Certainty of Death and the Need for Eternal Perspective

o The psalmist reflects on the certainty of death. This reminder of the brevity of life
should encourage us to live wisely, making decisions with an eternal perspective.
The transient nature of wealth and status makes it clear that we should not invest
all our time and energy in pursuing things that will pass away but focus on the
things of eternal value: love, service, and faith in God.



3. Hope in God’s Redemption

o Despite the futility of wealth, the psalm offers hope through the redemptive power
of God. While we cannot escape death on our own, God is able to redeem our
souls from the grave (v. 15). This speaks to the hope of resurrection and eternal
life found in God. For Christians, this points directly to the gospel message: that
through Jesus Christ, we have the hope of eternal life, beyond the grave.

4. The Importance of Wisdom and Trust in God

o The psalm calls us to trust in God, not in our material possessions or personal
achievements. Wisdom is not in accumulating wealth but in recognizing our
dependence on God for everything, including our salvation. The psalmist’s
message encourages us to seek godly wisdom, which leads to eternal life, rather
than worldly wisdom, which leads to death and separation from God.

5. Don’t Envy the Wicked

o Verses 16-17 remind us not to envy the prosperity of the wicked. While they may
appear to be successful and enjoy wealth in this life, their ultimate end is no
different from the poor and the foolish: death. This is an important reminder that
worldly success and material wealth are not indicators of true worth or success in
God’s eyes.

6. The Universal Call to Listen

o The psalm begins with a call to all people, whether rich or poor, wise or foolish,
to listen and reflect on these truths. It shows that the message of redemption and
the warning against trusting in wealth is for everyone. There is no exception to the
need for spiritual wisdom and reliance on God.

Conclusion

Psalm 49 highlights the transience of earthly wealth and the certainty of death, urging believers
to place their trust in God rather than in material possessions. It offers a powerful reminder that
no matter how much wealth or status one accumulates in life, these cannot provide security in the
face of death. True hope comes from God's ability to redeem and grant eternal life. The psalm
teaches us to focus on what truly matters—our relationship with God and the eternal life He
offers. This reflection on mortality and redemption should encourage believers to live wisely,
seek God’s kingdom first, and trust in His promise of salvation.



