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Psalms 48

Praise for God when we are in trouble
Psalm 48

"The Lord is great," the psalmist focuses on the holy city that shows the greatness of God, the place of
God's presence, and the focus of Israel's love. The psalmist loved the holy city so much because God was
in the fortress of the city, and He showed Himself to be a safe refuge. The psalmist's point is that God will
be the impregnable "fortress" of the holy city, so that all Israelites can truly feel that he is a "safe refuge."
Whoever takes refuge in Him will be secure.

There is no place on earth where God can be accommodated, yet He willingly chose the Holy City as His
dwelling place. It is a great favor because He favors His people and gives them a place to gather and
worship Him, to meet Him, to experience His protection and love. When the moon is aligned with the
sun, it is beautiful. In the same way, when we turn our eyes on God, our faces will glow with charisma.
God deserves great praise, and everyone who praises Him is exalted; All that life is directed towards God
is transformed.

An emergency under the city. A mighty army marched under the walls, and the fierce enemy shouted
threats to the inhabitants of the city, and the king and the people of the city were terrified. They don't have
enough troops to stand up to a strong enemy, except to pray to God. The psalmist describes the fierce
enemy's defeat in arrogance, and his swift "astonishment, and swift flight," "grasped by trembling pain,
like a woman in childbirth," because God had come to protect the city. No matter how strong they are,
they are still vulnerable to God. The psalmist was amazed at the defeat of his enemies, and he expressed
his inner feelings, and he was even more convinced that Jerusalem was "the city of our God" and that God
would establish it forever.



The wicked enemy had come prepared for the attack on Jerusalem, but the psalmist said that God had
broken the ships with the east wind, and said, "We are in the city of the Lord Almighty. God will establish
this city forever." (48:8) This verse is the highest point in the whole poem, where the Lord Almighty is the
Great King and our God. Verse 8 is a testimony of salvation that proclaims "what has been seen" and "has
been heard." As Israel's history testifies: When God dwells in Mount Zion, God will establish this city
forever"; The history of the church also bears witness that when the church had Christ as its head, Christ
Himself would build his church "on this rock; The authority of hell cannot prevail against himMatthew
16:18. Therefore, in the face of any persecution and trouble, the church should hold fast to God, let Christ
"come first in all things," and let the city of Zion be established forever.

Based on the protection of God's presence that he has experienced, the psalmist does not cease to think
about God's lovingkindness. The psalmist wants to tell the elect that the defeat of the enemy is the best
expression of God's love for the elect. The psalmist praises God's judgment: "By thy judgment Mount
Zion shall rejoice, and the cities of Judah shall rejoice." The psalmist believed that God had brought the
allies to a just judgment on them, so he called on the elect to rejoice with him.

Romans says, "Since the creation of the heavens and the earth, the eternal power and divinity of God have
been clearly known, and though they cannot be seen by the eyes, they can be known by the things that
have been made, so that there is no excuse." First Timothy Paul praises: "Great! The mystery of godliness
is that God is manifested in the flesh, justified by the Holy Spirit, seen by angels, preached to the
Gentiles, believed by the world, received in glory. ”

The psalmist, cheering, like a guide to the Holy City, brought the congregation out of the temple in order
to inspire them in their faith in God by knowing that the Allied siege had not caused the slightest damage
to the Holy City, so that they could "pass on God's deeds to future generations." The life experiences of
countless ancient sages tell us that no matter what time we live in, no matter where we live, if we put our
faith into it, God will "be our guide" and be our help and guide in our earthly years.

God's Church gives us a sense of belonging, and we feel at peace when we are attacked, because He will
be with us and be our refuge. The fierce attacks of the enemy may destroy our bodies, but they cannot
take away God's promised salvation to His people and His promised inheritance in heaven and earth. On
the other hand, those who oppose God and attack God's people will eventually be judged before the great
white throne and thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone to suffer. God will be the guide of our lives,
leading us out of the obstacles we face when circumstances and circumstances put us in the way. We need
to trust in His lovingkindness and faithfulness, and obey His righteous teachings in every situation, for he
who fears Him will show him the way he should choose.

Together, we shout praises to God!

Dear Lord, how great you are! You are the God who created all things in the universe! You are the Lord
who was, is, and always is. How wonderful is your name! Your mercy endures forever. Lord, your works
are wonderful and terrible. You deliver your people from the attacks of your enemies, and you bless them
from trouble. Even in the midst of afflictions, you have given them the confidence and comfort to get
through safely. Beloved, let me meditate on your lovingkindness in your temple. You once loved me, and
your love for me never left me. You still love me now. Your kindness has enabled me to face all my
worries. Lord, help me to always count your grace and help my children to know your grace from my
mouth. You will be my God forever and ever! Nor can death separate us. Praise the Lord!



Pray and thank you in the holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

Psalm 48
The Beauty and Glory of Zion.
A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah.

48 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,
In the city of our God, His holy mountain.
2

Fair and beautiful in elevation, the joy of all the earth,
Is Mount Zion [the City of David] in the far north,
The city of the great King.

3

God, in her palaces,
Has made Himself known as a stronghold.

4

For, lo, the kings assembled themselves,
They [came and] passed by together.
5

They saw it, then they were amazed;

They were stricken with terror, they fled in alarm.
6

Panic seized them there,

And pain, as that of a woman in childbirth.

7

With the east wind

You shattered the ships of Tarshish.

8

As we have heard, so have we seen

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God:
God will establish her forever. Selah.

9

We have thought of Your lovingkindness, O God,

In the midst of Your temple.
10

As is Your name, O God,
So is Your praise to the ends of the earth;

Your right hand is full of righteousness (rightness, justice).
11

Let Mount Zion be glad,



Let the daughters of Judah rejoice

Because of Your [righteous] judgments.

12

Walk about Zion, go all around her;

Count her towers,

13

Consider her ramparts,

Go through her palaces,

That you may tell the next generation [about her glory].
14

For this is God,
Our God forever and ever;
He will be our guide even until death.

Psalm 48 is a beautiful and powerful psalm that speaks of the greatness, holiness, and protection
of God, particularly as it is revealed in the city of Jerusalem. This psalm is often classified as a
"Zion psalm" and emphasizes the glory of Jerusalem as the dwelling place of God and the place
of His sovereign rule. It celebrates the security, beauty, and divine favor that make Jerusalem
special and unassailable, offering profound spiritual lessons for believers today.

Psalm 48 is attributed to the "sons of Korah," who were a group of Levitical singers known for
their songs of worship and praise. The psalm is a song of praise to God, celebrating His glory
and His protection over Jerusalem. It appears to have been written at a time when Jerusalem was
experiencing security and peace, possibly during a period of deliverance from enemies or during
the reign of a righteous king. The psalm has both a historical and eschatological (future
prophetic) significance.

The psalm can be divided into several sections, each highlighting different aspects of God’s
greatness and the beauty and security of Jerusalem:

Structure of Psalm 48
1. Verses 1-3: The Greatness of God and Jerusalem

o The psalm opens by declaring the greatness of the Lord and the beauty of the city
of Jerusalem, which is described as "the city of our God." Jerusalem is depicted as
a place where God is present and where His holiness is manifested.

2. Verses 4-8: The Defeat of the Enemies and God’s Protection

o These verses describe how the enemies of Jerusalem, despite their powerful
efforts, were unable to overcome the city because God Himself was its protector.
The imagery used here speaks of the trembling of foreign nations before God's
might and the security Jerusalem experiences because of God's presence.

3. Verses 9-14: Reflecting on God’s Faithfulness and the Future



o The psalm concludes with a call to remember God’s faithfulness and a declaration
of hope for the future. It emphasizes that God will continue to guide and protect
His people, and the psalm ends with an encouragement to trust in God forever.

Key Verses and Their Significance

1.

Psalm 48:1-2

"Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise, in the city of our God, His holy mountain.
1t is beautiful in its loftiness, the joy of the whole earth. Like the heights of Zaphon is
Mount Zion, the city of the Great King."

These opening verses set the tone for the entire psalm by proclaiming God's greatness
and the beauty of Jerusalem, which is portrayed as a city of unparalleled significance.
Jerusalem is not just a political center, but a spiritual one, representing the place where
God dwells among His people.

Psalm 48:4—6

"When the kings joined forces, when they advanced together, they saw her and were
astounded, they fled in terror. Trembling seized them there, pain like that of a woman in
labor.”

These verses describe the defeat of Jerusalem's enemies, highlighting that no matter how
powerful the forces against the city, they are no match for God’s protection. The imagery
of enemies fleeing in terror and being struck by pain is a vivid illustration of God's ability
to render all opposition powerless.

Psalm 48:9-10

"Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. Like your name, O God,
your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with righteousness."
Here, the psalmist reflects on God's unfailing love and righteousness. The temple in
Jerusalem is not just a physical structure but a place of meditation on God’s character.
This verse invites the believer to dwell on God's goodness and the spread of His praise to
all nations.

Psalm 48:14

"For this God is our God for ever and ever, he will be our guide even to the end."”

The closing verse serves as a declaration of trust in God’s eternal faithfulness and
guidance. It affirms that God's protection and presence are not temporary but everlasting,
and believers can rely on Him through all circumstances.

Spiritual Influence and Application

Psalm 48 has significant spiritual implications for the life of the believer. Here are several key
spiritual insights and applications:

1. God’s Presence Brings Security

Jerusalem is portrayed as the unassailable city because of God's presence within it. This
highlights a powerful truth for believers: when God is with us, no force of evil or circumstance



can ultimately prevail. The city, despite being under threat from powerful enemies, stands firm
because God is its protector. Likewise, in our own lives, we are secure under the protection of
God's presence, no matter the external challenges we may face.

2. The Beauty and Holiness of God's Dwelling

The psalm emphasizes the beauty and holiness of Jerusalem, which serves as a type or symbol of
God's dwelling place. For Christians, the ultimate fulfillment of this idea is found in the presence
of the Holy Spirit within believers (1 Corinthians 6:19). Just as Jerusalem was a place of God's
dwelling in the Old Testament, so the believer’s heart becomes the temple of God in the New
Testament. This should inspire awe, reverence, and devotion.

3. Victory Over Enemies Through God’s Power

The psalm describes how Jerusalem's enemies were terrified and defeated. For Christians, this is
a reminder that no matter what spiritual or earthly opposition we may face, God is the ultimate
victor. Spiritual warfare is a reality, but the victory belongs to God. We must trust in God's
power to overcome the enemies of our soul, whether they are external or internal struggles.

4. Meditating on God’s Faithfulness

In verses 9-10, the psalmist meditates on God’s unfailing love and righteousness. For believers
today, this serves as an invitation to pause and reflect on God’s faithfulness and character.
Regular meditation on God’s Word and His past works can strengthen our faith and help us
remain steadfast in the face of trials.

5. Eternal Hope and Guidance

The closing verse (Psalm 48:14) offers profound encouragement: "For this God is our God for
ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end." As Christians, we have the assurance that
God is not only with us in the present but will continue to guide and protect us throughout our
lives and into eternity. This eternal perspective helps us navigate life with hope and confidence,
knowing that God’s purposes will never fail.

6. The Call to Praise and Worship

Psalm 48 is ultimately a call to praise and worship. The psalmist declares that the city is a place
for meditation on God's greatness and love, and this leads naturally to a response of worship. As
Christians, we are called to worship God not only for what He has done but for who He is—our
protector, guide, and the source of our hope.

Conclusion

Psalm 48 serves as a powerful reminder of God's sovereignty, His protection over His people,
and the beauty of His presence. The psalm celebrates Jerusalem, but for believers today, it points
us to the greater reality of God's presence through Christ. As we meditate on this psalm, we are
encouraged to trust in God's protection, reflect on His faithfulness, and respond with praise and
worship, knowing that He is our guide and will be with us forever. This psalm invites us to live



with confidence, knowing that the city of God (His presence) is our refuge and that His eternal
purposes will never be thwarted.



