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I'm walking at a low point; Oh God : redress my grievances
Psalm 26

Psalm 26 teaches us how to go from the trough of redress to the peak of praise. The first question we have
to ask when we encounter injustice or affliction is: To whom do we confide and turn for help? Before the
psalmist takes any action in response, he comes to God and asks God for justice. When we encounter a
psalmist's problem, we may respond to the psalmist's response: "Avenge me, O Lord." We will inevitably
encounter the situation of being wronged, because words come from the mouths of others, and there will
always be people who have speculations about what we do. David's situation, we will also encounter.
What can we do? In fact, it is useless to explain to others, because I am afraid that the more you describe,
the darker it will become. Then we have to look to God, because we can't control the mouths of others. It
is not easy to live and earn a living in the world, to avoid liars, deceptions, wicked people..., but let us
remember that in the end everything will be vanity

Of course, justice is in people's hearts, but some things are difficult to explain clearly; Here the psalmist
asks Jehovah to see and test him and testify about him. Surely he did not shed innocent blood, nor did he
conspire with wicked or liars to kill others. He professed to be pure in his deeds, willing to be searched by
God, and even tempered in his heart.

In this psalm, David reveals to God that he is going to walk in perfection, not by his own efforts, but by
God's love, faithfulness, salvation, and mercy. He explained his motive for walking in perfection, not to
claim his righteousness, but to desire to enter the temple of God and be with God. He cried out for God's
favor and pleaded with God for salvation.


https://bibleao.com/
https://youtu.be/H-d9hRJwAAk

Be careful in making friends, for "he that walketh with the wise shall find wisdom; and he that is the
companion of a fool shall suffer loss." Our circle of friends influences our singleness toward God. Sinners
love all kinds of bloody sins, and their hands are full of wickedness and bribery, which God will judge
and destroy, but he is determined to walk righteously, so he prays to God to redeem him and have mercy
on him, and to separate him from sinners in His judgment. The psalmist then pleaded with God, "Redeem
me and have mercy on me." It seems that the psalmist immediately thought of the intention to act in
purity, not by oneself, but by the grace and mercy of the Lord. Ephesians 2:8-9 (Paul reminds us) For by
grace you are saved through faith; It is not of oneself, but of God; nor by works, lest any man boast.
Eventually, the psalmist changed from asking God for revenge to praising God, and the present affliction
no longer preoccupied his heart, but he was convinced in his heart that the God he loved and trusted
would vindicate him, so he publicly offered praise to God.

The psalmist climbs from the trough of tribulation to the peak of praise, not because his external
afflictions have been removed by God, nor because he uses the slogan of praise to strengthen himself in
the valley of tribulation, but because he is convinced that God will finally vindicate him because of his
own faithful love and his integrity and innocence, so that the dark cloud of tribulation within him has
been pierced by the sunshine of faith, and he does not need to continue to stay in the frustration and
frustration that seems to have no way out. It was not his concern when and how God would help him,
because knowing that God was there and would have mercy on him was what he needed.

We pray:

"O Lord! Look at me, test me, and refine my heart." How precious it is to be able to be worthy of God, to
be aware of the pure motive and to act. As John said, "Beloved! If our hearts do not condemn us, we will
be confident to God." (1 John 3:21) People are prone to selfishness in their actions, and even though they
do not necessarily shed blood or hurt others, they still deceive others (whether they are themselves or
others). But let the Lord search, and test, and cleanse, that we may live in the presence of the Lord in

purity.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen!

Psalm 26 - Full Description and Spiritual Influence

Psalm 26 is a heartfelt prayer attributed to King David, where he appeals to God for judgment and
vindication based on his innocence and righteousness. This psalm reflects themes of personal integrity,
divine protection, and devotion to God's holiness. It is a "lament psalm" or "prayer for deliverance," but
its tone is more focused on self-examination, seeking God’s justice, and reaffirming one’s commitment to
the divine path.

In terms of structure, Psalm 26 consists of 12 verses, which can be broken into several sections, each
serving a unique purpose in David’s prayer.

Psalm 26 (NASB) - Text:

1. Vindicate me, O Lord,
For I have walked in my integrity,
And I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.



2. Examine me, O Lord, and try me;
Test my mind and my heart.

3. For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes,
And I have walked in Your truth.

4. 1 do not sit with deceitful men,
Nor will I go with pretenders.

5. I hate the assembly of evildoers,
And I will not sit with the wicked.

6. Ishall wash my hands in innocence,
And I will go about Your altar, O Lord,

7. That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving
And declare all Your wonders.

8. O Lord, I love the habitation of Your house
And the place where Your glory dwells.

9. Do not take my soul away along with sinners,
Nor my life with bloodthirsty men,

10. In whose hands is a wicked scheme,
And whose right hand is full of bribes.

11. But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity;
Redeem me, and be gracious to me.

12. My foot stands on a level place;
In the congregations I shall bless the Lord.

Detailed Explanation of Key Verses:
Verses 1-2: David’s Plea for Vindication and Examination

e Verse 1: David begins by requesting God’s judgment based on his integrity. The phrase "I have
walked in my integrity" refers to David’s personal commitment to living a righteous life in
accordance with God's laws. David’s appeal for divine vindication expresses trust in God’s ability
to see the truth about his actions and motives.

e Verse 2: David asks God to test his heart and mind. This is a request for God to search him
thoroughly, not just for outward actions but for inner thoughts and desires. This represents a deep
longing for God to affirm the sincerity of his character. David invites God's scrutiny,
demonstrating his confidence in his relationship with the Lord.

Verses 3-5: Commitment to God’s Truth and Purity

e Verse 3: David acknowledges the central role of God’s lovingkindness and truth in his life. The
fact that God’s “lovingkindness” is before his eyes implies that God's faithful love motivates and
guides David’s behavior, keeping him walking in truth.



e Verses 4-5: These verses depict David’s deliberate separation from evil and deceit. He will not
associate with the deceitful, nor will he sit with evildoers or participate in wicked schemes.
David’s moral integrity is shown by his refusal to engage with those who practice deception or
wickedness, indicating a clear moral stand.

Verses 6-7: Cleansing and Worship

e Verse 6: Washing hands is a symbolic act of purification. David’s declaration that he will "wash
my hands in innocence" shows that he feels morally clean and ready to approach God’s altar for
worship. His innocence here refers not just to external cleanliness but to purity in heart and
action.

e Verse 7: David intends to proclaim God’s greatness and goodness with thanksgiving, expressing
his gratitude for God's justice and mercy. The act of thanksgiving involves publicly
acknowledging God’s wonders, which would include His acts of salvation and deliverance.

Verses 8-10: Love for God’s Presence and Plea for Deliverance

e Verse 8: David expresses a deep love for God’s sanctuary, the place where God's glory dwells.
This reflects his desire for fellowship with God in the temple, where God’s presence is especially
manifest. David’s heart is drawn to the house of God, showing his deep longing for divine
communion.

e Verses 9-10: David asks God to spare him from the fate of the wicked. He does not want to be
judged alongside sinners, especially those who are guilty of shedding innocent blood and
engaging in corrupt practices. These verses emphasize David’s desire for God's protection from
those who pursue violence and injustice.

Verses 11-12: Confidence in Integrity and Blessing the Lord

e Verse 11: David reaffirms his own commitment to walk in integrity. He expresses hope in God’s
redemptive grace, requesting that God redeem him and be merciful to him. Despite the
wickedness in the world, David chooses the path of righteousness and places his confidence in
God’s grace.

e Verse 12: The psalm concludes with David standing firm in his integrity. His "foot stands on a
level place" symbolizes his stability, rooted in righteousness. David resolves to bless the Lord in
the congregation, indicating his public declaration of faith and praise.

Spiritual Significance and Influence:

1. The Importance of Integrity: Psalm 26 highlights the value of personal integrity. David's appeal
to God is not based on mere external actions but on the purity of his heart and his unwavering
commitment to living righteously. This speaks to believers about the importance of living
authentically, with honesty and transparency, before God and others.

2. God’s Examination and Purification: David invites God's examination, asking the Lord to test
his heart. This reflects a spiritual principle that God desires to purify His people, not just
externally but internally. The willingness to be examined and corrected by God is an essential part
of spiritual growth. This challenges believers to remain open to God’s scrutiny, trusting that He
refines and purifies them for His purposes.



3. Separation from Evil: David’s deliberate decision to separate himself from deceitful and wicked
people speaks to the need for believers to avoid the influence of sin and corruption in their lives.
In a world filled with temptations, Psalm 26 encourages Christians to stand firm in righteousness
and choose their associations carefully.

4. Devotion to Worship: David’s love for the house of God and his desire to approach the altar with
thanksgiving and praise demonstrate the importance of worship in the life of the believer. True
devotion is reflected in both private purity and public worship. The psalm encourages Christians
to prioritize worship, as it draws them near to God and is an expression of gratitude for His
goodness.

5. God’s Deliverance and Protection: Throughout the psalm, David calls on God for protection
from the wicked. This serves as a reminder that God is our ultimate refuge, capable of shielding
us from evil and injustice. It also emphasizes that God’s justice will prevail, and that He will
protect those who walk in His truth.

6. Assurance of God’s Justice: Psalm 26 shows David’s trust in God’s ability to judge rightly.
While David makes a personal plea for vindication, he also trusts that God’s judgment will be
fair. This serves as a reminder for believers to trust God’s timing and justice, even when
circumstances seem unfair or difficult.

Conclusion:

Psalm 26 is a powerful reflection of the believer's desire to walk in integrity and truth before God. It
teaches the importance of personal holiness, the pursuit of God’s presence, and the commitment to public
worship and thanksgiving. Spiritually, this psalm influences believers to seek God’s purification, to stay
separate from evil, and to find security and strength in God's protection and justice. It reminds us that true
righteousness is not merely external but begins in the heart, and that God delights in those who walk with
integrity and seek His presence.



