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The clear stream of the turbidity world 

The word of the Lord is pure 

Psalm 12 

Evil is exalted among the world. This is a personal psalm written by Saul in his later years. 
Written in the time of the kings. Author: David. The poem begins with a cry for salvation, 
describing the social environment in which the poet finds himself (verses 1~4), which is the 
poet's cry for help from God when no one can be trusted, and the environment is full of lies and 
pride. Here we see several kinds of people: the ungodly, the unfaithful, the liars, the flamboyant, 
the disagreeable, the exaggerated. These are qualities that God dislikes, and in verse 3 it is said, 
"The Lord will cut off every slippery lips and exaggerated tongues." the last four sections; God's 
answer to the psalmist's prayer is then the Lord's message that he will vindicate the needy (v.5). 
Finally, it is the confirmation that God protects the suffering in all circumstances (vv.6~8). 

There are too many untrustworthy and disloyal people in this world, and we can meet them 
almost anytime and anywhere, and as long as we continue to live, such people will continue to 
meet. A person with oily lips and a different heart and mouth has an improper heart, oily hair, 
and an evil momentum, and may dress like an ordinary person, and he doesn't even need to show 
his face, and you can't see his appearance at all. In today's generation, there are more and more 
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people who make a career out of cheating;  They are concerned with the technical excellence of 
the fraud, and the victims are often poor. O Lord! What a world this is! Can anyone stop it, the 
subject of this article is on speech, in which we hear the prayers of God's people, the boasting of 
the world, and the proclamations of God. The world has lost its "piety" to God, so it has lost its 
"faithfulness" to others. Words with people are also full of lies. There is no more faithful man 
among the people. David prayed and cried out to God, because there are no godly and faithful 
people in the world, and all we see are wicked people, from politicians to businessmen, from 
celebrities to ordinary people, who are all around us, and they are all leading to the way of 
corruption. There is no justice in society, and the neighbors are all lies, and each one deceives the 
other with lies. For the sinfulness of the heart is not changed, but the mouth speaks what is full of 
the heart (Matthew 12:34). 

People think that "the sky is high and the emperor is far away", and they can talk casually. But 
God's answer is that "it is necessary to cut off" those "slippery lips and exaggerated tongues": 
Matthew 12:37: "For by thy word thou shalt be justified, and by thy word thou shalt be 
condemned."  

God waited for His people to be in the depths of their troubles before he declared, "Now arise, 
and set him in a safe place that he desires." For God wants to reveal the corrupt words of the 
world once and for all through the midst of trouble, and the words of God are pure, as pure as 
silver refined seven times, and are perfectly correct, true, and trustworthy. 

We can't get rid of this generation of people on our own, because we can't always get rid of the 
involuntary nature of people in the rivers and lakes, we always can't help but follow the trend of 
the times, and we can't help but compare ourselves with others. The last verse says, "The wicked 
are exalted among the men, and the wicked are marching about!" The so-called villain is in 
charge, and that's it. "Call the Eighth" leads us into the pathetic mood of the poem through the 
timbre of the cello; How can you not be depressed! The wicked march everywhere. But God is 
determined to bless us "forever from this generation" and to make us lifeboats floating on the sea 
through the mutual service of all things. God will judge everyone and give promises. We can 
claim salvation and live in hope. This psalm is the first record of God's direct promises. Salvation 
is interspersed with painful cries, 

Have we doubted or are doubting God's presence? Does God hear our prayers? God is fully 
aware of our weaknesses and the condition of our hearts. Isaiah 49:15 says, "Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, and have no mercy on the son she has borne?" 】 

Let's pray together. 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you that you are the God who hears prayers. Pray that the Lord will 
help us and intercede for our nation that You may arise and deliver us from all corruption and 
that we will not be on the way to destruction. Lord, protect us from lies and tongues. Lord, You 
are our high platform, our rock, our refuge. Thy faithful words keep us from being moved; Thy 
all-mighty arm teaches us to be fearless; Thy loving grace reassures our hearts; Thy holy living 
water cleanses our hearts. Pray that we will be able to trust you more firmly because your 
promises are eternal and your words are pure. 



In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, amen. 

 

Psalm 12 

Psalm 12 is a short yet powerful psalm of David, expressing concern over the rise of deceit and 
evil in society. The psalmist laments the scarcity of the godly and the prevalence of falsehood, 
while contrasting this with the purity and reliability of God's words. The psalm concludes with a 
confident declaration of God's protection for the faithful. This psalm can be understood as both a 
cry for help in a corrupt world and a praise for God’s unwavering truth and justice. 

 

Full Text of Psalm 12 (NIV) 

For the director of music. According to sheminith. A psalm of David. 

 

Help, Lord, for no one is faithful anymore; those who are loyal have vanished from the human 
race. 

Everyone lies to their neighbor; they flatter with their lips but harbor deception in their hearts. 

May the Lord silence all flattering lips and every boastful tongue— 

those who say, “By our tongues we will prevail; our own lips will defend us—who is lord over 
us?” 

“Because the poor are plundered and the needy groan, I will now arise,” says the Lord. “I will 
protect them from those who malign them.” 

And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver purified in a crucible, like gold refined seven 
times. 

You, Lord, will keep the needy safe and will protect us forever from the wicked, 

who freely strut about when what is vile is honored by the human race. 

Important Verses and Their Significance 

1. Psalm 12:1 — "Help, Lord, for no one is faithful anymore; those who are loyal have vanished 
from the human race." 

This verse opens the psalm with a cry of distress. David laments the apparent absence of faithful 
and godly people in society. He observes a world where truth and integrity are disappearing, and 
the righteous seem to be few. This can be a relatable situation for believers when facing a 
morally decaying society. 

 



2. Psalm 12:2 — "Everyone lies to their neighbor; they flatter with their lips but harbor deception 
in their hearts." 

David underscores the prevalence of deceit in human interactions. People lie, flatter, and speak 
falsely with hidden agendas. This verse highlights the theme of hypocrisy and the dangerous 
nature of insincere words, which have destructive potential. 

 

3. Psalm 12:3-4 — "May the Lord silence all flattering lips and every boastful tongue— those 
who say, 'By our tongues we will prevail; our own lips will defend us—who is lord over us?'" 

Here, David calls on God to act against the arrogant and deceitful. These individuals believe their 
words give them power and dominion, defying God’s authority. This arrogance—believing that 
no one, not even God, can hold them accountable—represents a deep moral crisis. 

 

4. Psalm 12:5 — “Because the poor are plundered and the needy groan, I will now arise,” says 
the Lord. “I will protect them from those who malign them.” 

This verse presents God’s response to the injustice and suffering in the world. God hears the cries 
of the oppressed and promises to rise up in their defense. It affirms God's commitment to justice 
and His care for the vulnerable. This is a turning point in the psalm, where God’s intervention is 
promised amid a corrupt society. 

 

5. Psalm 12:6 — "And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver purified in a crucible, like 
gold refined seven times." 

In stark contrast to the false and deceitful words of people, God’s words are pure and 
trustworthy. This verse is central to the psalm’s message. It emphasizes that while human speech 
can be corrupted, God's words are perfect and enduring. The metaphor of purified silver 
highlights the purity and reliability of God’s promises. 

 

6. Psalm 12:7 — "You, Lord, will keep the needy safe and will protect us forever from the 
wicked." 

David expresses confidence in God's protection over the faithful. Despite the wickedness around 
him, David trusts that God will safeguard the vulnerable and the oppressed. This reflects God’s 
covenantal faithfulness and reassures believers that God’s care for His people is eternal. 

 

7. Psalm 12:8 — "The wicked freely strut about when what is vile is honored by the human 
race." 



The psalm concludes with an observation of the moral inversion in society. Evil seems to be 
celebrated, and the wicked proudly walk around, unchecked. This final verse reflects a sobering 
reality—when society upholds what is vile, it leads to greater arrogance among the wicked. 

 

Themes in Psalm 12 

Moral Decline 

The psalm paints a vivid picture of a world where moral integrity is lost, falsehood reigns, and 
people no longer honor God. It resonates with the feeling that wickedness is pervasive in society. 

 

God’s Justice and Protection 

Despite the corruption, the psalm emphasizes God’s response to the cries of the poor and 
oppressed. God will not remain silent in the face of injustice but will act to protect and deliver. 

 

The Power and Purity of God's Word 

A central theme in Psalm 12 is the reliability of God's words compared to the deceitfulness of 
human speech. God's words are described as flawless, purified like silver, signifying their 
ultimate trustworthiness and power to bring salvation. 

 

Faith in God's Faithfulness 

David shows his trust in God’s protection despite the overwhelming wickedness. This psalm 
encourages believers to rely on God’s promises even when society seems to be falling apart. 

 

Spiritual and Practical Impact 

Encouragement for the Faithful: Psalm 12 reassures those who feel overwhelmed by the 
corruption and deceit in the world that God sees their struggles and will act in due time to deliver 
them. 

 

Trust in God’s Word: This psalm underscores the importance of trusting in God’s promises, 
especially when the words of humans are unreliable. It calls believers to cling to the purity and 
truth of God’s Word in a deceitful world. 

 



Cry for Justice: The psalm serves as a model prayer for those who seek God’s intervention in an 
unjust and immoral society. It reminds believers that God is attentive to the plight of the 
oppressed and will arise to bring justice. 

 

Psalm 12 invites reflection on the power of words, the importance of integrity, and the assurance 
that God is both aware of and actively responding to the brokenness in the world. Psalm 12 offers 
rich theological reflections and spiritual insights, focusing on the tension between human 
corruption and divine purity, as well as the assurance of God’s intervention and protection for the 
oppressed. This psalm is a call for help in a morally compromised society and a confident 
expression of trust in God's faithfulness. 

 

Theological Thought in Psalm 12 

Human Corruption and Deception 

The psalm begins with a lament about the moral decay of society. David expresses concern that 
the faithful and godly have seemingly disappeared, and instead, deceit, flattery, and pride 
dominate human interactions (vv. 1-2). This reflects the biblical anthropology that human nature, 
without divine intervention, is prone to sin and corruption. The wicked in this psalm boast in 
their own power and believe their words can secure victory, denying God's lordship over them (v. 
4). This speaks to the rebellion of humanity against divine authority and the sinful nature that 
leads to social breakdown. 

 

God's Justice and Compassion 

God’s response to the suffering and oppression of the poor is a central theological theme in the 
psalm (v. 5). God declares that He will "arise" to protect the vulnerable and confront the wicked. 
This reveals God’s nature as a just and compassionate ruler who is deeply concerned about 
injustice. God's intervention is motivated by His love and care for those who are marginalized. It 
also points to the biblical understanding that God is not passive in the face of evil, but He will act 
to uphold righteousness. 

 

The Purity and Power of God’s Word 

In contrast to the deceitful words of the wicked, God’s words are described as "flawless, like 
silver purified in a crucible, like gold refined seven times" (v. 6). This highlights a crucial 
theological truth: God's words are perfect, pure, and entirely trustworthy. While human speech 
can be flawed and deceptive, God’s promises are untainted by sin or falsehood. The image of 
refined silver emphasizes that God’s word is not only true but also has been tested and proven in 
every circumstance. This is a fundamental doctrine of Scripture's reliability and the infallibility 
of God's revealed will. 



 

Divine Protection and Faithfulness 

Psalm 12 presents God as the protector of the faithful. Despite the rampant wickedness, the 
psalmist expresses confidence that God will "keep the needy safe" and "protect us forever from 
the wicked" (vv. 7-8). This conveys the theological concept of God’s covenantal faithfulness. 
God’s protective nature is an essential aspect of His relationship with His people. Even in times 
of widespread corruption, the psalm teaches that God remains faithful to His promises and 
guards His people against ultimate harm. 

 

Spiritual Influence of Psalm 12 

A Call to Trust in God's Justice 

Spiritually, Psalm 12 encourages believers to trust that God sees the injustice and suffering in the 
world and will act in His time to rectify it. Even when it seems that evil is prevailing, God is still 
in control, and His justice will be revealed. This gives comfort and hope to those facing 
oppression, reminding them that God is not indifferent but is a righteous judge who will 
vindicate the righteous and punish the wicked. 

 

Confidence in the Truth of God's Word 

The psalm’s emphasis on the purity of God's word challenges believers to place their trust in 
Scripture. In a world filled with deceit and lies, where human promises often fail, God’s word 
stands as a firm foundation. This inspires confidence in the power of God’s promises, 
encouraging believers to hold on to His truth in the midst of moral confusion and spiritual 
darkness. It also challenges believers to live in accordance with the truth of God’s word, 
reflecting His integrity in their own speech and actions. 

 

Encouragement for the Oppressed and Marginalized 

Psalm 12 speaks directly to those who feel marginalized, oppressed, or voiceless. God's 
assurance that He will "arise" on behalf of the poor and needy (v. 5) brings spiritual comfort to 
anyone enduring suffering or injustice. This message fosters a sense of hope and empowerment, 
reminding believers that they are not forgotten by God, even when the world seems indifferent to 
their plight. 

 

A Warning Against Pride and Deception 

The psalm also serves as a warning to those who are tempted to engage in deceit, flattery, or 
prideful speech. It reminds believers that God will not tolerate such behavior and that He will 



ultimately silence those who boast in their own power (v. 3). Spiritually, this encourages self-
reflection, urging believers to guard their words and remain humble, knowing that God sees the 
heart behind every word and action. 

 

Living as God’s Faithful in a Corrupt World 

The psalm’s opening verses (vv. 1-2) resonate with the struggle of remaining faithful in a corrupt 
and deceitful society. This is a spiritual challenge many believers face today. Psalm 12 calls for 
perseverance in righteousness, even when the world around seems to be collapsing morally. It 
offers hope by reminding the faithful that God is with them and that their efforts to live uprightly 
are not in vain. 

 

Christological Insight 

From a Christian perspective, Psalm 12 can also be seen as pointing to the ultimate fulfillment of 
God's justice and truth in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Word of God made flesh (John 
1:14), embodying the perfect, flawless word mentioned in verse 6. His life and teachings reveal 
the truth of God in contrast to the lies and deception of the world. Moreover, Christ’s mission of 
justice is seen in His defense of the poor and oppressed, and His sacrificial death and 
resurrection are the ultimate expressions of God's intervention in human history to save His 
people from sin and evil. 

 

Conclusion 

Psalm 12 offers profound theological insights into the nature of human sinfulness, the purity of 
God’s word, and the certainty of God’s justice. Its spiritual influence is equally significant, 
providing comfort, encouragement, and guidance to believers navigating a world often 
characterized by deceit, arrogance, and injustice. The psalm invites trust in God's protection and 
the enduring truth of His word, reminding the faithful that, despite appearances, God will act to 
defend His people and bring about His righteous purposes. 

 

 


