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Thanksgiving praises God's justice
David's Psalms
Psalm 9

Psalm 9, the psalmist's heart is filled with joy; David gave thanks to the Lord with all his heart
and rejoiced in God. Because the psalmist experienced God's grace and saw God's justification
for him, God's works, and the destruction of his enemies. David encountered many people who
wanted to kill him, but he still chose to praise, and we should learn to give thanks first and then
pray; Praise God for what He has done to us in the past, remember all His works, and then pray.

David was in the midst of trouble, but he was still full of joy! Praise God by faith in the midst of
affliction because he believes that the Lord is still seated as King no matter what the
circumstances, and the psalmist rejoices in God, and we are to praise God with faith, proclaim
God's justice and love by faith in the midst of affliction, and believe that God's salvation will
come upon us! Romans 5:11 says that God not only reconciles us to God through Jesus, but also
wants us to delight in Him. What does it mean to delight in God? It is to be able to praise and be
filled with joy in the midst of affliction! For no matter what the circumstances, Jehovah still sits
as King forever.
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David began by saying that he would sing praises to God and preach his works. This is his
theme. We have many problems in life, oppression, grievances, hardship, poverty, and all kinds
of reasons, but David seems to have no worries before God, and we must learn to be carefree and
rejoice every time we come to God! Paul says that you should be anxious about nothing, but in
everything, by prayer, supplication, and thanksgiving, tell God what you want (Philippians 4:6-
7).

The one who delights in God is one who constantly rejoices in counting God's grace! If we count
God's grace every day, our lives will be filled with joy. After experiencing God's salvation, the
psalmist vigorously preached God's works, saying that he would preach God's works among the
people. He will speak of all the virtues of God.

David praised Jehovah's works and judgments. In this hymn of praise to the Lord, David begins
by praising God's deliverance; Then he shows that the LORD sits on the throne of judgment, and
that he will judge, rebuke the enemy, and destroy the wicked. He was convinced that God would
be the platform for the oppressed and the salvation of those who came to Him, and he exhorted
all to praise God together. Proclaim that God's people can trust God and find hope, joy, and peace
through God no matter what circumstances they find themselves. After that, he prayed for God's
deliverance and mercy because of the afflictions inflicted on him by the wicked. Finally, he
concludes the poem with the story of the wicked bearing the consequences of their own evil, as
God's justice manifests itself among the nations.

"One heart" means that there is no two hearts, and the feelings are very single-minded. The
psalmist praises God with all his might. An inch of Dan heart for God. David's heart for God, no
matter what his circumstances, never changed. Even if we have many questions, we must thank
God with all our hearts, express our gratitude, and be sincere.

Verses 1-2 The psalmist uses four "I will" to express his admiration for God (vvv.1~10); David
praises the righteous Lord for judging and destroying the wicked, (vv.11,12). and exhorts all the
people to praise him, (vv.13~20). Ask God to destroy the wicked so that the righteous will be set
free.

God is our high platform in times of trouble, and the high platform is our refuge, our hiding
place, and we are very secure in Him.

God avenges us and justifies us, and is the God who fights for us. Each of us has suffered some
wrongs and grievances. It may make people depressed for the rest of their lives, and tears will
flow into their stomachs. Remember the Bible's words, "Jehovah works righteousness and
avenges all who are wronged." Romans 12 says, "I am venging"; God sits on the throne and
judges righteously, and the wicked will be destroyed. For it is written, "The Lord hath said that it
is mine, and I will recompense it." God is just, and He will judge the world with righteousness
and the nations with righteousness.

Let's pray:



O Lord! You are the Lord of righteousness, and You judge the world with righteousness. Thou art
the Merciful Lord, Thou art a high tower for the oppressed, Thou hast not forsaken those who
seek Thee, we are to trust in Thee, and Your name and Thy works are worthy of our praise and
preaching.

O Lord! We need to learn to be happy with You! Help us not to lose joy, faith, and praise to you
because of circumstances! Let us always count Your grace and rejoice in Your name! Lord, we
will thank you with all our hearts, with all our hearts, for you are a wonderful God. Your creation
is wonderful, and your redemption and love are wonderful. Let us take up authority over the
earth in the land which Thou hast given. Glory bears witness to God's name.

Pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Psalm 9

King James Version

1 I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works.
2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.

3 When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence.

4 For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou satest in the throne judging right.

5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for
ever and ever.

6 O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: and thou hast destroyed cities; their
memorial is perished with them.

7 But the Lord shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne for judgment.

8 And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in
uprightness.

9 The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.

10 And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken
them that seek thee.

11 Sing praises to the Lord, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his doings.

12 When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the
humble.

13 Have mercy upon me, O Lord; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou
that liftest me up from the gates of death:



14 That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy
salvation.

15 The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own
foot taken.

16 The Lord is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of
his own hands. Higgaion. Selah.

17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for
ever.

19 Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in thy sight.

20 Put them in fear, O Lord: that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah.

Psalm 9 is a psalm of thanksgiving and praise, traditionally attributed to King David. It
celebrates God’s justice and His protection of the righteous, while affirming that God will judge
the wicked. The psalm is part of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) and appears in the Christian
Old Testament as well. It has a structure typical of Hebrew poetry, with parallelism, where ideas
are repeated or contrasted.

Themes and Overview of Psalm 9:

Praise for God's Justice and Righteousness: The psalm opens with a declaration of thanksgiving
for God’s marvelous deeds and His upholding of justice.

God as a Refuge for the Oppressed: It emphasizes that God is a refuge for those in distress and
that He does not forget the cries of the humble and afflicted.

Judgment of the Wicked: The psalm speaks about God’s judgment of the wicked and the eventual
downfall of nations that do not acknowledge Him.

God’s Eternal Reign: There is an acknowledgment of God's sovereignty and His eternal reign
over the world.

The Call to Remember the Poor and the Needy: The psalm reminds the reader that God does not
forsake the needy, and it calls upon people to trust in God’s timing and deliverance.

Important Verses from Psalm 9:

Psalm 9:1-2:



"I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. I will
be glad and rejoice in you; I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High."

These verses open the psalm with a personal expression of gratitude and worship, setting a tone
of praise.

Psalm 9:7-8:

"The Lord reigns forever; he has established his throne for judgment. He rules the world in
righteousness and judges the peoples with equity."

These verses affirm God’s eternal kingship and His just rule over all nations.

Psalm 9:9-10:

"The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know your
name trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you."

This passage emphasizes God’s protective nature and His faithfulness to those who trust in Him.

Psalm 9:15-16:

"The nations have fallen into the pit they have dug; their feet are caught in the net they have
hidden. The Lord is known by his acts of justice; the wicked are ensnared by the work of their
hands."

These verses highlight the self-destruction of the wicked and God’s justice in allowing them to
be caught in their own traps.

Psalm 9:18:

"But God will never forget the needy; the hope of the afflicted will never perish."
A powerful reminder that God remains attentive to the needs of the poor and afflicted.

Psalm 9:19-20:

"Arise, Lord, do not let mortals triumph; let the nations be judged in your presence. Strike them
with terror, Lord; let the nations know they are only mortal."

These concluding verses ask God to arise and judge the nations, recognizing human limitations
before God’s power.



Structure and Style:

Psalm 9, in some versions, is linked with Psalm 10 as part of an acrostic poem. In Hebrew,
acrostics often involve the successive letters of the alphabet, where each section or stanza starts
with a different letter. However, Psalm 9 and 10 are often treated separately in many English
translations.

Reflection:

This psalm is a powerful expression of faith in God’s justice and care for the oppressed. It
reminds readers that, even in times of trouble, God is a reliable refuge, and His judgment is
inevitable for those who act wickedly.

Psalm 9 holds significant theological and spiritual depth, exploring key concepts such as God’s
justice, sovereignty, and care for the oppressed. This psalm shapes a believer's understanding of
God's character, His relationship with humanity, and His role in the world. Here’s a breakdown
of its theological themes and spiritual influence:

Theological Thought in Psalm 9:

God’s Justice and Righteousness: The dominant theological theme in Psalm 9 is God’s justice.
The psalmist repeatedly acknowledges that God judges the world with fairness and equity. This
reflects the biblical understanding of God as the ultimate judge who upholds moral order. In
verse 4, the psalmist says, “You have upheld my right and my cause, sitting enthroned as the
righteous judge.”

Theological Implication: God’s justice assures believers that evil will not go unpunished. It
invites trust in God's final judgment, even when wickedness seems rampant in the world. This
also provides comfort, knowing that God’s justice is not arbitrary but is based on His perfect
righteousness and equity.

God’s Sovereignty and Eternal Reign: Psalm 9 affirms the theological concept of God’s
sovereignty, stating that God reigns forever (verse 7) and judges all nations. This theme echoes
the belief in God’s universal kingship, which means He is not a localized or national deity, but
the King over all creation.

Theological Implication: God's sovereignty provides believers with confidence that history is in
His hands. It shapes the eschatological hope that God's kingdom will ultimately prevail over the
powers of evil, and He will establish justice on earth. His reign is eternal, which implies His
authority and purposes are unchanging.



God as a Refuge and Protector: Psalm 9 portrays God as a refuge for the oppressed (verse 9) and
a defender of the needy and afflicted (verse 18). This paints a theological picture of God as
compassionate and involved in the lives of the marginalized. He does not forget the suffering of
the vulnerable, and He hears their cries for help.

Theological Implication: This aspect of God’s character offers a profound sense of hope and
assurance to believers. God’s care for the weak and oppressed highlights His compassion, mercy,
and closeness to those in distress. This is consistent with the broader biblical narrative where
God is portrayed as the helper of the poor, widow, and orphan (see Exodus 22:22-24, Isaiah
1:17).

Divine Retribution Against the Wicked: The psalm also underscores the theme of retribution—
that the wicked will face consequences for their actions. In verses 15-16, the psalmist declares

that the wicked fall into the traps they set for others, suggesting a form of divine justice where

evil deeds rebound upon the evildoer.

Theological Implication: This belief in divine retribution emphasizes the moral order of the
universe established by God. It teaches that while wickedness may seem to prosper temporarily,
it is ultimately self-defeating. This reinforces the theological conviction that sin carries its own
consequences and that justice, though delayed, is inevitable.

The Immanence and Transcendence of God: Psalm 9 blends the transcendence of God (His
eternal kingship and judgment) with His immanence (His closeness to the oppressed and
afflicted). God is both the sovereign ruler who judges the nations and the compassionate refuge
who responds to individual cries for help.

Theological Implication: This duality of God’s nature—the all-powerful King and the caring
Protector—provides a balanced view of God in Christian theology. It reassures believers that
while God is high and exalted, He is also intimately involved in their personal lives and
sufferings.

Spiritual Influence of Psalm 9:

Cultivating Trust in God’s Justice: Spiritually, Psalm 9 invites believers to trust in God’s justice,
even when life feels unfair. By reflecting on God’s judgment of the wicked and His protection of
the righteous, believers are encouraged to remain faithful, knowing that God will bring justice in
His time. It provides comfort to those who suffer, assuring them that their cries are heard.

Encouragement in Times of Oppression: This psalm has been a source of strength for those
enduring oppression or hardship. Its proclamation that God is a refuge for the oppressed is a



powerful message for those facing personal or societal injustice. The spiritual influence of this
psalm encourages believers to rely on God’s protection and seek His deliverance from adversity.

A Call to Praise and Gratitude: Psalm 9 begins with praise and thanksgiving (verses 1-2),
encouraging believers to reflect on God’s deeds and give thanks. The spiritual discipline of
gratitude is essential here, as the psalmist models a heart that acknowledges God’s goodness,
even before the final justice is revealed.

A Vision of Hope and Future Redemption: Spiritually, Psalm 9 also nurtures a vision of hope,
pointing toward a future where God’s justice will fully reign. It aligns with the biblical promise
of eschatological redemption, where God’s kingdom will come in fullness, and all wrongs will be
made right. For Christians, this psalm resonates with the hope in the return of Christ, who will
establish His just reign.

A Heart for the Needy and Marginalized: The focus on God’s concern for the poor and afflicted
spiritually challenges believers to align their hearts with God’s priorities. It calls for empathy and
action on behalf of those who are suffering and reminds the community of faith to reflect God’s
justice and mercy in their own lives.

Conclusion:

Psalm 9 contributes deeply to the theological understanding of God as a righteous judge, a
compassionate refuge, and an eternal king. Its spiritual influence invites believers to praise God,
trust in His justice, and take comfort in His protection, while also prompting a commitment to
care for the oppressed. This psalm fosters hope, especially in the face of injustice, by pointing to
God’s sovereign reign and ultimate victory over evil.



