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Song of the Stars; Praise God's mercy 

Psalm 8: Messianic Psalms; David's Psalms 

This is the perfect example of a hymn, with its simplicity that takes us to the heavens, to the 
beginning of creation, and to the final end of God's plan. This is a song of praise for the greatness 
and wonder of God's creation. Comparing the cosmic firmament with human beings shows the 
insignificance of human beings. The theme of creation in this poem is to celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles. The poem mentions the moon and stars, and the poet witnesses the magnificent 
scene of the blue sky on a cloudless night, so he expresses his praise. David thanked God for His 
love, protection, grace, and providence. What struck David most incredulously was that God had 
given a crown of honor and glory over all that he had created. What a wonderful grace! 
Therefore, when we doubt our worth or feel inferior, do not forget that God sees us as exalted, 
because we are favored and remembered by God. When I lift up my eyes to see God's great 
creation in "heaven," I think that "man" is loved by Him on "earth." 

It's easy to forget the wonder of the firmament. The brilliance of the morning sun, the splendor of 
the sunset, from the moon and stars in the sky, weave many beautiful dreams. Gazing at the sky 
at night, your thoughts are filled with myriad thoughts. The moon and stars shine. But there is no 
mention of the sun. Because the sound and color during the day can be distracting. Older people 
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know that they are old, but they have lost their childhood reverie for Xing'er. The poet's heart is 
not bewitched by the dust and fog of the world; His faith allowed him to see more clearly and 
farther. With reverence, he saw the glory of God in heaven. Although we don't know the 
background of the poem, it's not hard to imagine that David wrote this beautiful lyric poem one 
night at the beginning of his shepherding life. He was alone with the flock, looking up at the 
stars, and feeling his dignity as a child of the Creator. It may also be that he wrote this poem in 
his later years, looking back on the joys of his early life. 

The poem is divided into two sections:1.   Praise Jehovah's glory (vv.1~2) 2. Praise God's 
providence (vv.3~8). The psalmist begins and ends with the same phrase: "How beautiful is your 
name in all the earth, O Lord our Lord." Between the beginning and the end, he proved to the 
world how great God is in the vast universe, and that although man is small, he is honored by 
God's care!  

The honor of man is one order less than that of the angels. The Lord Jesus became a man a little 
less than the angels, and God prepared salvation for them because of his lovers. The Lord Jesus 
became a man to be the mediator of mankind. He would rather have low self-esteem. God will 
"exalt him and give him a name that is above every name." This means that the Lord Jesus did 
the work of salvation and received "a crown of glory and honor" 

Heaven and earth bear witness to the glory of God, who has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to put to shame the wise. He chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the strong. 
God has also chosen the lowly and the despised of the world, so that no flesh can boast before 
God. The name of God is true, good, and perfect. Since the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
the eternal power and divinity of God, though invisible to the eyes, can be known through the 
things that have been created, so that there is no excuse for man. God's goodness is manifested 
not only on all the earth, but also in heaven. Let us see and praise because He is worthy. 

The unbelieving world is "blinded by the God of this world" (2 Corinthians 4:4), "though they 
know God, they do not glorify Him as God, nor give thanks to Him." Their imaginations have 
become vain, and their foolish hearts have been darkened." In today's world, where there are so 
many lusts and desires that even the Milky Way is covered by light pollution, it is not easy for 
the world to see the glory of God. Only those whose eyes are opened by the Holy Spirit see the 
beauty of God. 

 

Let's pray: 

Lord, we praise You throughout our lives, in good times and bad, in good times, and in good old 
age. May our lives glorify You, and may our lives and lives please You and be a good witness! 
Pray that the Lord will teach us to have a heart of thanksgiving, a heart of praise. Let us take up 
authority over the earth in the great land that God has given us. Glory bears witness to God's 
name. 

Pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen. 



 

 

Psalm 8 

Psalm 8 is a beautiful and reflective psalm composed by David, expressing wonder at God’s 
creation and the special place of humanity within it. It’s both a song of praise to God for His 
majesty and a meditation on the incredible value God has bestowed upon humans, even though 
they seem small in the vastness of the universe. 

Psalm 8 is often divided into two primary themes: 

God’s greatness as reflected in creation. 

Humanity’s dignity and responsibility within creation. 

Let’s go through Psalm 8 verse by verse, followed by a discussion of the important verses. 

Full Description of Psalm 8 (from the KJV): 

Psalm 8:1 

"O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the 
heavens." 

 

The psalm begins with an exclamation of praise to God. The repetition of “Lord, our Lord” 
emphasizes God’s personal relationship with humanity. David marvels at God’s majesty and 
glory, which is evident throughout all of creation. 

Psalm 8:2 

"Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, 
that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger." 

 

David speaks of how even infants and young children, in their innocence and weakness, can 
demonstrate God’s strength. This verse shows how God’s power is often revealed in unexpected 
ways, confounding His enemies. 

Psalm 8:3 

"When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained;" 

 



David looks to the night sky and is filled with awe. The vastness of the heavens, which God 
effortlessly created, fills him with wonder at God’s power and creativity. This verse emphasizes 
God’s transcendence and the overwhelming majesty of His creation. 

Psalm 8:4 

"What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?" 

 

In light of the grandeur of the universe, David reflects on the seeming insignificance of human 
beings. Yet, he is astonished that God not only notices humanity but cares for them deeply. This 
verse highlights the tension between humanity’s smallness and God’s attentive care. 

Psalm 8:5 

"For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour." 

 

Despite humanity’s smallness, God has elevated humans to a place of honor. They are made only 
slightly lower than heavenly beings (sometimes translated as “God” or “angels”) and are 
crowned with dignity and glory. This verse affirms the value and dignity of human life. 

Psalm 8:6 

"Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under 
his feet:" 

 

God gave humanity a special role in His creation, making them stewards or caretakers of all that 
He has made. This verse reflects the responsibility and authority humanity has over creation, as 
first stated in Genesis 1:26-28. 

Psalm 8:7-8 

"All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas." 

 

These verses continue to describe the scope of humanity’s dominion, covering all animals, birds, 
and sea creatures. It echoes Genesis' creation narrative and shows that humans have been 
entrusted with the care of all living things. 

Psalm 8:9 

"O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!" 



 

The psalm ends with the same refrain that began it, creating a beautiful frame around the central 
meditation on creation and humanity. David once again praises God for His greatness, declaring 
that His name is excellent everywhere. 

Important Verses and Their Significance: 

Psalm 8:1 – God's Majestic Name 

"O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!" 

 

This verse sets the tone of the psalm, emphasizing the universal greatness of God. It 
acknowledges God's sovereignty over all the earth and the majesty of His name. It is a reminder 
that all creation reflects God's glory. 

Psalm 8:3 – Creation as a Reflection of God's Glory 

"When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained;" 

 

This verse shows the vastness and beauty of God's creation. David sees the heavens as a 
reflection of God's power and artistry. It invites us to contemplate the majesty of God by 
observing the natural world. 

Psalm 8:4 – The Value of Humanity 

"What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?" 

 

This is one of the most significant and well-known verses in the psalm. It encapsulates the 
astonishment that God, who created the vast universe, still cares for humanity. This verse inspires 
humility and awe, reminding us that despite our smallness in the grand scheme of creation, God’s 
attention and care are still upon us. 

Psalm 8:5 – Humanity's Dignity and Honor 

"For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour." 

 

This verse is central to understanding the biblical view of humanity. Humans are depicted as 
having a unique status in creation: slightly lower than angels, yet crowned with glory. This verse 
affirms the dignity and worth of human beings as image-bearers of God. 

Psalm 8:6 – Human Dominion over Creation 



"Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under 
his feet:" 

 

This verse speaks of humanity's God-given role as stewards over the earth. It emphasizes 
responsibility, not just privilege. Humans are to care for and rule over creation in a way that 
reflects God’s wisdom and love. 

Psalm 8:9 – Refrain of Praise 

"O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!" 

 

The repetition of this line at the end of the psalm reinforces the theme of God's majesty and 
excellence. It serves as a powerful reminder that all glory belongs to God, and it completes the 
cycle of praise that began in verse 1. 

Theological Themes: 

The Majesty of God: God's greatness and sovereignty over all creation is a dominant theme. 

The Special Status of Humanity: Despite the vastness of the universe, humans are seen as 
significant in God’s eyes, made in His image and given authority over creation. 

Stewardship: Humanity is called to be caretakers of God’s creation, reflecting God's wisdom and 
responsibility in their role. 

God's Personal Care: The psalm reveals that God is not only transcendent but also immanent—
He is deeply involved in His creation and cares personally for humanity. 

Spiritual Impact: 

Psalm 8 encourages a sense of awe and wonder at both God’s creation and the role humans have 
within it. It instills in believers a sense of purpose, responsibility, and deep gratitude for the love 
and care God has for humanity. 

 


