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Revelation chapter 13

When the seventh trumpet is sounded, and Satan falls from heaven to the earth, and his angels
are cast down with him, woe to the earth and to the sea. The dragon is the ancient serpent, named
the Devil or Satan, who deceived all mankind.

Satan's trickery is the false Trinity, the imitation of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the
true God of the Trinity. Chapter 13 deals with how they work, describing Satan's use of the
Antichrist (vv. 1-10) and the false prophet (vv. 11-18) during the last three and a half years of the
seven-year tribulation. The beast that comes up from the sea is the Antichrist, which means the
power of the world empire. When they all revealed their true colors as "beasts," the prophet
Daniel's prophecy of "one and a half of seven" began. The Antichrist exercises authority on
Satan's behalf and oppresses and persecuts the church with external forces. They themselves say
that they are gods. Everyone who dwells on the earth, whose name is not written in the book of
life, shall worship it.

The beast was shaped like a leopard, with feet like a bear's feet, and a mouth like a lion's mouth,
and "a blasphemous name on its seven heads," symbolizing the Antichrist exalting himself
against God and despising God. This monster has the power of the devil or Satan and has been
transferred from the dragon. It appears in the form of a monster in order to trample, violate, and
brutalize the people of the earth.
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The monster seems to have been wounded and wounded, the Lamb Jesus was killed as if he was
really dead, and the Antichrist imitated Him and was killed, but did not really die, it was 'as if it
were' (v.3), making the world think that he was really dead, and suddenly 'the wounds were
healed', as Christ had risen. The whole world wondered that he came to life, and they followed
him and worshipped him. When he was worshipped (v.4), he consolidated his power and did as
he pleases for 42 months, three and a half years after the seven-year tribulation. During this time,
he changed his face and began to blaspheme God, persecuted the saints, conquered other nations,
established a unified global government, and forced the whole earth to worship him.

vs 7 And if it is allowed to fight against the saints, the church will be raptured before the
tribulation, but there are still unraptured believers on earth who had not lived a serious life of
godliness and are now zealous to tide over the times of the great tribulation. The great tribulation
is a time of great trial, with the possibility of martyrdom, and what the saints need most during
this time is patience and faith.

The Book of Life of the Lamb: This book contains the names of those who have eternal life in
Christ. Eternal life can only be achieved through Christ's substitutionary death. The authority of
the beast is limited to unbelievers whose names are not recorded in the book of life. In stark
contrast between the worshippers of the beast and the true believers, the apostle John exhorted
believers to be faithful to the Lord and to discern the difference correctly.

There are many people in heaven from "every tribe, every people, every nation, and every
tongue" who have been led to heaven by God because they have testified of the gospel, and they
are all gathered around God's throne.

Verse 10: God is just, "the captives of men shall be taken captive," and those who persecute
God's people will be punished with righteousness. Suffering believers can rest assured that the
enemy will not triumph forever, that God will only allow the beast to "do whatever he pleases for
forty-two months," and that even the beast's power will "do the will of God"), and that the
suffering of the worshippers will be "forever and ever." For we should trust in a righteous,
faithful, and all-powerful God who is always in control. Whoever deserves to die by the sword
will surely die by the sword, and this is retribution, and God is the true Judge who will vindicate
his people. "With patience and faith," Jesus Christ told His disciples to persevere to the end
because God would save their lives.

Verses 11-18 are the fourth vision.

The false prophet who came out of the earth and 'called the earth and those who dwelt on it'
(v.12) to worship the Antichrist shows that the great government of the Antichrist can solve many
of the earth's problems, so the world is increasingly dependent on it. When this big government
has the ability to solve all the needs of society, it also gains the ability to control everything in
society. This monster is clearly an accomplice of the previous monster, and it doesn't look as
terrifying as the previous one, but this monster's persecution of believers is even more cruel. It is
disguised as a gentle-looking, wounded lamb, and its main purpose is to confuse believers who
are careless and do not observe carefully.



Verses 13—14 remind us that what is even more terrifying about this monster than the previous
one is that it does signs and wonders to deceive people's hearts and eyes. These people who do
signs and wonders often claim that Christ wants to use this special power to deceive people. The
main task of false prophets is to turn people away from God and worship the Antichrist. For this
reason, he not only received the authority of the beast before him, but he was also able to bring
fire down from heaven to earth, and even breathed into the life of the antichrist idols to the point
of imitating God.

The monster commands all people to make a mark, indicating that all people must obey it. Some
of these marks are on the right hand and some on the forehead. It means that his authority no
longer belongs to himself, but to the master who commanded him to be a marker.

Only this seal can be bought and sold (16-17). Everyone needs to buy and sell in order to live, so
they are forced to be imprinted. This "mark" will become a necessary mark for social or business
dealings, without which even food and other necessities cannot be bought.

Who is the Antichrist? Each Hebrew and Greece letter represents a number, and if the number
represented by his name adds up to 666, he is the Antichrist.

There are too many deceptions and evil influences in this world that they will try to pull us away.
If God's people are to live vigorously in it, they must demonstrate perseverance and wisdom in
faith; When we obey God regardless of circumstances, we are demonstrating the greatest wisdom
of all, that is, acting according to what God says and being faithful to his people.

Let's pray:

Pray that the Lord will help us to free ourselves from all worldly temptations, to keep our faith,
to be sanctified, to be the salt of the Lord and the light of the Lord in these last days, and to bear
witness to the word of the Lord with our lives. Thank God that He has uncovered the ultimate
trick of the devil so that we can face the most wonderful age of the last days!

In the holy name of Jesus Christ. amen

Revelation 13
King James Version

13 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven
heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and
his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great
authority.



3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and
all the world wondered after the beast.

4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the
beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?

5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was
given unto him to continue forty and two months.

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.

7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was
given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book
of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.

10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be
killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and
he spake as a dragon.

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them
which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men,



14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had
power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should
make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should
both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in
their right hand, or in their foreheads:

17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the
number of his name.

18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the
number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.

Revelation 13 is a chapter in the New Testament of the Bible, specifically in the Book of
Revelation, which contains apocalyptic visions. This chapter introduces two symbolic beasts:
one rising from the sea and the other from the earth. These creatures play crucial roles in the end-
times narrative. Below is a description of the chapter along with key verses:

Summary of Revelation 13:

The Beast from the Sea (Revelation 13:1-10):

John sees a beast rise out of the sea. It has seven heads and ten horns, with ten crowns upon its
horns, and blasphemous names on its heads.

The beast is described as resembling a leopard, with the feet of a bear and the mouth of a lion.
The dragon (Satan, from Revelation 12) gives it power, a throne, and great authority.

One of its heads appears to have a fatal wound that is miraculously healed, causing the world to
marvel and follow the beast.

People worship both the dragon (for giving authority to the beast) and the beast.



The beast is given a mouth to speak blasphemies and is allowed to make war on the saints for 42
months (3.5 years).

The beast is said to have authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation. All who are not
written in the Book of Life will worship the beast.

The Beast from the Earth (Revelation 13:11-18):

Another beast rises from the earth. It has two horns like a lamb, but speaks like a dragon. It is
often interpreted as a false prophet or religious leader.

This second beast exercises the authority of the first beast and compels people to worship the
first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.

It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to deceive the world.

It commands people to make an image of the first beast and gives life to the image, so it speaks
and causes those who refuse to worship it to be killed.

The second beast enforces a mark on the right hand or forehead of everyone (known as the mark
of the beast), and no one can buy or sell without this mark.

The mark is associated with the number 666, which is called the number of a man.
Key Verses in Revelation 13:

Revelation 13:1 — Introduction of the first beast:

"And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its
horns and blasphemous names on its heads."

Revelation 13:3-4 — The fatal wound and worship of the beast:

"One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been
healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast. People worshiped the
dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked,
'Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?'""

Revelation 13:5-7 — Blasphemies and war against the saints:



"The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its authority
for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his
dwelling place and those who live in heaven. It was given power to wage war against God's holy
people and to conquer them."

Revelation 13:11 — The second beast:

"Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke
like a dragon."

Revelation 13:15 — The image of the beast:

"The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the
image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed."

Revelation 13:16-17 — The mark of the beast:

"It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hands or on their foreheads, so that they could not buy or sell unless they had the
mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its name."

Revelation 13:18 — The number of the beast (666):

"This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is
the number of a man. That number is 666."

Themes and Interpretation:

Symbolism of the Beasts: The first beast is typically interpreted as representing political power
or empire (often linked to historical or future oppressive regimes). The second beast represents
religious or ideological deception, supporting the authority of the first beast.

Blasphemy and Worship: The beast blasphemes against God and demands worship, signifying
rebellion against divine authority. The world follows the beast, reflecting widespread deception.



Persecution of Believers: The chapter describes the persecution of God's people, with the beast
waging war against the saints. This period of tribulation is a key aspect of eschatological (end-
times) narratives.

The Mark of the Beast: The mark is associated with allegiance to the beast and control over
commerce, symbolizing a system of control and loyalty to an anti-God power.

The Number 666: Often interpreted symbolically, the number 666 has been the subject of much
speculation. It is called the number of a man, and many link it to imperfection or incompleteness
in contrast to divine perfection.

Revelation 13 plays a significant role in Christian eschatology and has influenced many
interpretations about the nature of evil, the end times, and the final battle between good and evil.

Revelation 13 holds profound theological and spiritual significance in Christian eschatology,
presenting key themes related to the end times, the battle between good and evil, and the nature
of deception. Here’s an exploration of the theological thoughts and spiritual influences embedded
in the chapter:

1. Theological Thoughts on Revelation 13
The Role of Evil in God's Plan

The Beasts and Evil Authority: The two beasts represent powerful forces of evil that rise during
the end times. The first beast, symbolizing political or imperial power, and the second beast,
symbolizing religious or ideological deception, are allowed to thrive for a season. This suggests
that evil will reach a climax under the control of Satan, symbolized by the dragon.

God’s Sovereignty: Despite the power of the beasts, they do not operate outside of God’s
sovereign control. The allowance of the beasts to make war on the saints and deceive the nations
is temporary and serves a larger divine purpose. This highlights the mysterious nature of God’s
sovereignty over history and evil, showing that even when it seems the forces of darkness are
victorious, they are ultimately subject to God's will.

Antichrist and False Prophets

The first beast is often linked with the concept of the Antichrist—a powerful, worldly ruler who
leads nations astray and blasphemes God. The second beast, also known as the false prophet,
supports the deception of the first beast, misleading people into worshiping false power and
idolatry.

This presents a theological reflection on the danger of false messiahs and deceptive authorities.
Throughout Christian history, Revelation 13 has been used as a warning against leaders or
systems that claim divine authority but oppose God’s true kingdom. The false prophet can be



seen as a religious or ideological figure that promotes worship of human power or secular
authority over God.

The Nature of Idolatry and False Worship

One of the core theological warnings in this chapter is about idolatry. The world is deceived into
worshiping the first beast, which parallels how human beings can be tempted to worship false
ideologies, systems, or individuals instead of God.

In the biblical sense, worshipping the beast represents spiritual rebellion and moral compromise.
It reflects how society might value power, wealth, or control over divine truth, leading to a
widespread apostasy.

Mark of the Beast and Economic Control

The mark of the beast (666) represents a form of economic and social control, where those who
refuse the mark are excluded from participating in society’s systems of commerce (buying and
selling). Theologically, this mark signifies allegiance to the beast and rejection of God.

In a spiritual sense, the mark reflects the danger of aligning oneself with worldly powers that
oppose God. It can symbolize the broader concept of compromise with evil in exchange for
temporary comfort, security, or survival. Christians are called to resist such marks, remaining
faithful even under persecution or economic pressure.

The Number 666 and Human Imperfection

The number 666, referred to as the number of a man, has been interpreted as a symbol of human
imperfection and rebellion. In biblical numerology, the number seven often represents
completion or perfection (as in the seven days of creation). Therefore, 666 can be seen as
representing a falling short of divine perfection—a mark of incompleteness and evil.

Theologically, the number symbolizes human attempts to claim divine power or authority, a form
of hubris that manifests in the Antichrist figure. The imperfection of the number reflects
humanity’s flawed nature and the ultimate futility of human power when set against God.

2. Spiritual Influence of Revelation 13
Encouragement for Spiritual Vigilance

Revelation 13 serves as a call for spiritual vigilance. It warns Christians to be discerning and not
easily swayed by powerful forces or deceptive signs, such as the miracles performed by the
second beast. The passage encourages believers to remain faithful to God’s truth, even when
confronted with societal pressure, deception, and persecution.

In a modern spiritual context, this can translate into the necessity of being aware of false
teachings, ideologies, or movements that might lead people away from Christ. It reminds
believers to stay grounded in scripture and prayer, seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Faithfulness Amid Persecution



One of the key spiritual lessons from Revelation 13 is the call to endurance and faithfulness in
the face of persecution. The beast is described as making war against the saints and being given
power to conquer them. Yet, the faithful are those who resist the pressure to worship the beast
and refuse to take its mark.

This passage speaks to believers who experience trials and opposition for their faith, offering
comfort in the knowledge that their struggle is part of a larger spiritual battle. The ultimate
victory belongs to God, even when evil appears to have the upper hand.

Spiritual Warfare and Deception

The chapter highlights the reality of spiritual warfare. The power behind the two beasts is the
dragon (Satan), illustrating the deeper spiritual conflict that underpins the visible actions of
human rulers and systems.

The beasts deceive the world through miraculous signs, showing that not all supernatural
phenomena are from God. This emphasizes the need for spiritual discernment, reminding
believers to test the spirits and evaluate signs against the truth of God’s word. In the spiritual
journey, not everything that appears miraculous is from God.

Allegiance and Worship

A key spiritual influence of Revelation 13 is the question of allegiance: will individuals align
themselves with the world (symbolized by the beast and its mark) or with God? The choice of
taking the mark of the beast versus being sealed by God (as in Revelation 7) represents a deeper
spiritual choice about whom one serves.

The chapter serves as a reminder that true worship belongs to God alone, and any compromise in
this area leads to spiritual disaster. The spiritual influence is to inspire believers to remain
committed to God, even when societal systems or leaders demand otherwise.

Hope in the Face of Darkness

While Revelation 13 describes terrifying events and the rise of powerful forces opposed to God,
it is ultimately situated within the broader narrative of God’s victory. The beast’s power is
temporary, and Revelation promises that both beasts, along with the dragon, will ultimately be
destroyed.

Spiritually, this provides hope and assurance that no matter how dark the times may become,
God is still in control. Evil will not prevail forever, and those who remain faithful will share in
God’s triumph.

Conclusion

Revelation 13 is a powerful chapter that offers deep theological insights into the nature of evil,
the dangers of deception, and the spiritual battle that characterizes the end times. It challenges
believers to remain spiritually vigilant, faithful, and discerning in a world where evil forces seek
to corrupt and control. The chapter also brings a message of hope, as it is part of a larger vision
of God’s ultimate victory over the forces of darkness.






