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YouTube Prayer Link  

Man's fault, God's waiting 

In 1 Kings chapter 16, the reigns of several kings in Israel's history are recounted, including 
Baasha, the son of Elah, the son of Zimri, and Ahab the son of Omri. The rule of these kings was 
considered bad because they went against God's will, worshipped idolatry, and did evil things. 
Among them, Baasha, king of Israel, reigned for 22 years, and the son of Elah, king of Judah, 
died of illness after 2 years of reign, and their sons succeeded them. However, these successors 
still did not improve the situation and continued to commit crimes against God's will. 

In the journey of life, we often lose our way and make mistakes. We may deviate from the right 
path, take detours, or even lose ourselves. Yet, no matter how many mistakes we make, God is 
silently waiting for us, with love and forgiveness. 

When we wander in confusion and our hearts are in turmoil, God's waiting is like a beacon that 
shines in the darkness in the direction we are heading. God will not forsake us because of our 
mistakes, but will wait for us to return with endless love and forgiveness. 

God's waiting is a symbol of loving-kindness, a miraculous power that slowly heals the wounds 
of our hearts. When we lose ourselves, God's waiting is the destination of our hearts and the 
source of our inner peace. 

Therefore, when we encounter difficulties and challenges in life, do not forget God's waiting. 
Don't be afraid to face your mistakes and mistakes, for in God we can always find the arms of 
love and forgiveness. Let us put faith in God's love, and let God's waiting become our strength to 
move forward, leading us out of difficulties and regaining inner peace and peace. 

https://youtu.be/6CDIq7w7low
https://bibleao.com/ 


Wrong means that one deviates from the right path, commits a wrong act, or makes a wrong 
judgment. Admitting mistakes means admitting one's mistakes, having the courage to face them 
and accepting responsibility, in order to be able to correct and learn. 

Why should we admit our mistakes? Admitting mistakes is not a sign of weakness, but a sign of 
maturity and honesty. First, admitting mistakes can help us learn to be humble. Humility is a 
virtue that allows us to be willing to admit our shortcomings and accept the help and advice of 
others to improve ourselves. 

Second, admitting mistakes can promote harmony in interpersonal relationships. When we have 
the courage to admit our mistakes, it not only shows our honesty and integrity, but also 
strengthens trust and respect with others. This honesty and respect can deepen relationships and 
build stronger friendships and partnerships. 

In addition, admitting mistakes can also promote personal growth and progress. By admitting 
mistakes, we are able to identify problems and correct them in time, so as to avoid making 
mistakes again and improve our abilities and qualities. As the saying goes, "Failure is the mother 
of success", admitting mistakes is not a shame, but a valuable learning experience that allows us 
to grow and improve. 

Acknowledging mistakes is a sign of courage and maturity that can help us learn to be humble, 
promote harmony in our relationships, and promote personal growth and progress. Therefore, no 
matter when and where, we should have the courage to admit our mistakes, humbly accept the 
criticism and suggestions of others, and constantly improve ourselves to move towards a better 
future. 

There are many passages in the Bible that express God's forgiveness for our mistakes, and here 
are some of them: 

Proverbs 28:13: "He who covers his sins will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsaken his 
sins will receive mercy." ” 

Isaiah 1:18: "This is what the Lord says, 'Come, and let us reason among ourselves.'" Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall become white in snow, and though they be red as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as wool. '” 

Psalm 103:12: "For as far as the east is from the west, so far from us are his transgressions." ” 

Micah 7:18-19: "Who is like you, who forgives iniquity, and forgives the sin of the remnant of 
your inheritance, and who does not be angry forever, but is willing to show mercy to us, and who 
has trodden our iniquity under his feet, and cast all our sins into the depths of the sea." ” 

I John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." ” 

These verses emphasize God's forgiveness and mercy, and if we confess our mistakes and 
sincerely repent, God will forgive our transgressions, wash away our sins, and reconnect us with 
Him. 



 

We pray together 

Father God, we humbly kneel before you and confess the mistakes and 
transgressions we have made in our lives. We know that we are not perfect and 
often lose our way, stray from the right path, and cause your heart to ache. 
However, we believe that you are a God of forgiveness and that your mercy and 
love never fail. 

Please, God, forgive us for our mistakes. Forgive us for the mistakes we have 
committed through selfishness, arrogance, greed, or other sins. Embrace us with 
your love and forgiveness, cleanse us from the filth of our hearts, and regain our 
sanctity and freshness. 

Lord, we know our weakness and powerlessness, but we believe in your power and 
mercy. Give us the strength to guide us on the path of righteousness, teach us how 
to do good, how to treat others with love and forgiveness, and how to be your 
faithful servants. 

May your Holy Spirit fill our hearts so that we can sincerely repent and pursue a 
closer relationship with you. Teach us to forgive others as you forgive us. Let our 
lives be a testimony of your glory and your love and power. 

Thank you, God, that you never get tired of waiting for us to return, because your 
lovingkindness is deeper than anything else. Glory and honor and praise be to you 
forever, In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen 

 

1 Kings Chapter 16  

1Kg. 16:1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jehu son of Hanani against Baasha: 

1Kg. 16:2 “I lifted you up from the dust and made you leader of my people Israel, but you 
walked in the ways of Jeroboam and caused my people Israel to sin and to provoke me to anger 
by their sins. 

1Kg. 16:3 So I am about to consume Baasha and his house, and I will make your house like that 
of Jeroboam son of Nebat.  

1Kg. 16:4 Dogs will eat those belonging to Baasha who die in the city and the birds of the air 
will feed on those who die in the country.” 

1Kg. 16:5 As for the other events of Baasha’s reign, what he did and his achievements, are they 
not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 



1Kg. 16:6 Baasha rested with his fathers and was buried in Tirzah. And Elah his son succeeded 
him as king. 

1Kg. 16:7 Moreover, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Jehu son of Hanani to 
Baasha and his house, because of all the evil he had done in the eyes of the LORD, provoking 
him to anger by the things he did, and becoming like the house of Jeroboam — and also because 
he destroyed it. 

1Kg. 16:8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah son of Baasha became king of 
Israel, and he reigned in Tirzah for two years. 

1Kg. 16:9 Zimri, one of his officials, who had command of half his chariots, plotted against him. 
Elah was in Tirzah at the time, getting drunk in the home of Arza, the man in charge of the 

palace at Tirzah. 

1Kg. 16:10 Zimri came in, struck him down and killed him in the twentyseventh year of Asa 
king of Judah. Then he succeeded him as king. 

1Kg. 16:11 As soon as he began to reign and was seated on the throne, he killed off Baasha’s 
whole family. He did not spare a single male, whether relative or friend. 

1Kg. 16:12 So Zimri destroyed the whole family of Baasha, in accordance with the word of the 
LORD spoken against Baasha through the prophet Jehu — 

1Kg. 16:13 because of all the sins Baasha and his son Elah had committed and had caused Israel 
to commit, so that they provoked the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger by their worthless idols. 

1Kg. 16:14 As for the other events of Elah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book 
of the annals of the kings of Israel? 

1Kg. 16:15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri reigned in Tirzah for seven 
days. The army was encamped near Gibbethon, a Philistine town. 

1Kg. 16:16 When the Israelites in the camp heard that Zimri had plotted against the king and 
murdered him, they proclaimed Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that very day 

there in the camp. 

1Kg. 16:17 Then Omri and all the Israelites with him withdrew from Gibbethon and laid siege to 
Tirzah. 

1Kg. 16:18 When Zimri saw that the city was taken, he went into the citadel of the royal palace 
and set the palace on fire around him. So he died, 

1Kg. 16:19 because of the sins he had committed, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD and 
walking in the ways of Jeroboam and in the sin he had committed and had caused Israel to 
commit. 



1Kg. 16:20 As for the other events of Zimri’s reign, and the rebellion he carried out, are they not 
written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 

1Kg. 16:21 Then the people of Israel were split into two factions; half supported Tibni son of 
Ginath for king, and the other half supported Omri. 

1Kg. 16:22 But Omri’s followers proved stronger than those of Tibni son of Ginath. So Tibni 
died and Omri became king. 

1Kg. 16:23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri became king of Israel, and he 
reigned for twelve years, six of them in Tirzah. 

1Kg. 16:24 He bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents [That is, about 150 
pounds (about 70 kilograms)] of silver and built a city on the hill, calling it Samaria, after 
Shemer, the name of the former owner of the hill. 

1Kg. 16:25 But Omri did evil in the eyes of the LORD and sinned more than all those before him. 

1Kg. 16:26 He walked in all the ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat and in his sin, which he had 
caused Israel to commit, so that they provoked the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger by their 

worthless idols. 

1Kg. 16:27 As for the other events of Omri’s reign, what he did and the things he achieved, are 
they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 

1Kg. 16:28 Omri rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. And Ahab his son succeeded 
him as king. 

1Kg. 16:29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri became king of 
Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over Israel for twenty-two years. 

1Kg. 16:30 Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those before 
him. 

1Kg. 16:31 He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he 
also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and 

worship him. 

1Kg. 16:32 He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. 

1Kg. 16:33 Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to provoke the LORD, the God of 
Israel, to anger than did all the kings of Israel before him. 

1Kg. 16:34 In Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho. He laid its foundations at the cost of 
his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, in 

accordance with the word of the LORD spoken by Joshua son of Nun. 

 



 

Chapter 16 continues the account of the kings of Israel, following the reigns of Jeroboam and his 
son Nadab. The chapter details a series of kings who rule over Israel, each of whom is described 
as doing evil in the eyes of the Lord. 

First, Baasha, who overthrew and killed Nadab, becomes king of Israel. Although he initially 
follows the ways of Jeroboam, he eventually turns to idolatry and is rebuked by the prophet Jehu. 
Despite this warning, Baasha continues in his evil ways and dies after a reign of 24 years. 

After Baasha's death, his son Elah becomes king, but reigns for only two years before he is 
assassinated by one of his own officers, Zimri. Zimri then proceeds to kill all of Baasha's 
descendants and becomes king himself, but his reign lasts for only seven days before he is 
overthrown by Omri. 

Omri is a successful military leader who is able to unite the people of Israel under his rule. He 
moves the capital of Israel to a new city, Samaria, and establishes a new dynasty. However, like 
the kings before him, Omri is described as doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, and he is succeeded 
by his son Ahab. 

Ahab is one of the most notorious kings of Israel, known for his idolatry and his marriage to the 
pagan queen Jezebel. Under his reign, the worship of Baal becomes widespread in Israel, and the 
prophet Elijah is called by the Lord to confront him and his false prophets. 

Overall, chapter 16 portrays a period of instability and corruption in the kingdom of Israel, with a 
series of kings who fail to follow the ways of the Lord and engage in idolatry and violence. The 
chapter also sets the stage for the conflict between Elijah and Ahab that will play out in the 
following chapters. 

   

Here are some important verses from 1 Kings chapter 16 in the Christian Bible: 

1 Kings 16:1-7 - The prophet Jehu prophesies against Baasha, the former king of Israel, and 
predicts that his family will be destroyed because of their sins. 

1 Kings 16:8-14 - Elah, the son of Baasha, becomes king of Israel, but his reign is marked by 
drunkenness and immorality. He is assassinated by Zimri, one of his own officers. 

1 Kings 16:15-20 - Zimri becomes king of Israel, but his reign is short-lived. He is immediately 
challenged by Omri, another officer of the army, who is eventually successful in overthrowing 
him. 

1 Kings 16:21-28 - Omri becomes king of Israel and begins a new dynasty. He builds the city of 
Samaria and strengthens the kingdom through alliances and military campaigns. 

1 Kings 16:29-34 - Ahab, the son of Omri, becomes king of Israel and is characterized as the 
most wicked of all the kings before him. He marries Jezebel, a woman from Sidon, and begins to 
worship the gods of her people. 



These verses highlight the continuing theme of sin and disobedience in the northern kingdom of 
Israel. The prophets continue to prophesy against the kings and their families, predicting their 
destruction because of their sins. The reigns of Elah, Zimri, and Omri are marked by political 
intrigue and assassination, while Ahab's reign is characterized by idolatry and wickedness. The 
building of Samaria and the alliances made by Omri are also important for understanding the 
political and military context of the time. 

 

In the sixteenth chapter of the book of 1 Kings in the Bible, we read about the succession of 
kings and the continued decline of Israel and Judah. Here are some reflections on this chapter: 

 

The consequences of evil leadership: The chapter begins by highlighting the evil reign of Baasha, 
who usurped the throne of Nadab, the son of Jeroboam. Baasha continues the sinful practices of 
Jeroboam, leading Israel further astray from God. This emphasizes the consequences of evil 
leadership and the impact it has on the spiritual condition of a nation or community. 

 

The fulfillment of God's prophetic word: The chapter records the fulfillment of God's word 
through the prophets concerning the judgment upon the house of Jeroboam. Baasha's entire 
family is wiped out, just as prophesied. This serves as a reminder of the faithfulness of God's 
word and His sovereignty over the affairs of nations and individuals. 

 

The danger of idolatry and syncretism: Throughout the chapter, the wicked kings of Israel 
continue to follow the idolatrous practices of Jeroboam, which leads to their downfall. They not 
only worshiped false gods but also introduced false priests and established unauthorized places 
of worship. This highlights the danger of idolatry and syncretism, the blending of true worship 
with pagan practices. It serves as a warning against compromising our faith and diluting the 
purity of worship. 

 

The importance of walking in God's ways: Amidst the backdrop of evil rulers, the chapter briefly 
mentions the righteous reign of Asa in Judah. Asa follows in the footsteps of his father Abijam 
and seeks to please God. This underscores the importance of walking in God's ways, even in the 
face of widespread ungodliness. It reminds us that righteousness can make a significant 
difference, both personally and in the broader society. 

 

The consequences of disregarding God's commands: The chapter concludes with the reign of 
Zimri, who only ruled for seven days before his own destruction. Zimri disregards God's 
commands and suffers the consequences. This highlights the seriousness of disregarding God's 
instructions and serves as a reminder of the importance of obedience and reverence towards Him. 



 

These reflections offer insights into the themes and lessons found in the sixteenth chapter of 1 
Kings. They emphasize the consequences of evil leadership, the fulfillment of God's prophetic 
word, the danger of idolatry and syncretism, the importance of walking in God's ways, and the 
consequences of disregarding God's commands. As you continue reading, you will encounter 
more narratives and teachings that further develop these themes and provide spiritual guidance. 


