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Use love to resolve enmity 
In 1 Samuel 24, 
24:3    and when they came to the sheepfold by the roadside, there was a hole in it. Saulo 
went to the Great Understanding. David and his followers were hiding in the depths of the cave. 
24:4    The people who followed him said to David, Yahweh should have said to you, I 
will give your enemy into your hand, and you may do to him as you please. Now is the time . 
David rose up and quietly cut off the hem of his robe. 
24:5    then the great guard took it upon himself to cut off the shirt of the sweeper . 
 
In 1 Samuel 24, we see that David continues to evade Saul's pursuit by hiding in a hideaway in 
Edom. Saul led his army in search of David and eventually found the place where they were 
hiding. 
One day, while David was resting in a cave, Saul entered the cave and did not know that David 
and his men were hiding inside. When David's men suggested that he take the opportunity to kill 
Saul, David rejected the suggestion. Instead, he cut off only one of Saul's garments to prove that 
he had the opportunity to kill Saul, but chose to forgive him. 
David then explained to Saul that he had no ill intentions, and that he just wanted to tell Saul that 
he was not against him and that he wanted him to stop hunting him. Touched by David's words 
and actions, Saul admitted his mistake and announced that he would stop hunting David in the 
hope that the two would live together peacefully. 
In this chapter, we see the kindness and forgiveness of David, who chose to forgive his enemies 
rather than take revenge. We also see God's protection and guidance that enabled David to 
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escape Saul's pursuit. This chapter showcases David's character and leadership skills, which 
earned him the respect and support of many more people. 
 
Love is a magical power that has miracles that transcend hatred and resentment. When we face 
grievances, it seems that the only way to go is to resolve them with love. The Christian faith 
teaches us that love is the supreme value, a spiritual realm that transcends emotions and short-
sightedness. 
In this chaotic world, hatred can rise like a storm and shroud the human mind in darkness. But 
Christians should follow the example of the love of Jesus Christ and seek to use love to unravel 
hearts that are haunted by resentment. Love is a positive force that transcends the self and cares 
for the needs of others. 
In the process of defusing hatred, we can draw wisdom from the teachings of Jesus. Jesus said, 
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'" But I say to you, 
love your enemies, and pray for your persecution. (Matthew 5:43-44) It is a kind of love that is 
beyond the common understanding, an active, unconditional love. 
When we feel distraught, it's the need to find inner peace. Christians can turn their troubles to 
God through prayer. Prayer is not only a way to soothe the heart, but also an expression of faith 
and dependence on God's love. 
Therefore, let us be guided by the love of Christ to courageously resolve grievances and find 
peace of mind. The power of love transcends all hatred and allows us to find the path of 
reconciliation in the light of love. 
There are several passages in the Bible that emphasize the importance of loving one's neighbor. 
Here are some of the relevant chapters: 
Matthew 22:39: "And the second is like, that you should love your neighbor as yourself. ” 
Matthew 5:43-44: "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'" 
But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you. ” 
Luke 10:27: "He answered and said, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and thy mind, and thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. ’” 
These verses emphasize the importance of loving one's neighbor and teach Christians to 
incorporate love into their lives, not just toward friends but also toward those who may be 
considered "enemies." This kind of love is selfless, transcends ordinary human relationships, and 
exists based on God's love. 
 
We pray together 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we gather before you and thank you for giving us the power of love. 
Come down to us and settle the strife of resentment with the abundance of your love. May your 
love be kindled in our hearts and let us learn to forgive one another, transcend grievances, and 
build harmonious relationships. 
Lord, give us wisdom and tolerance so that we can see each other's value and understand each 
other's situation. In love, let's find ways to resolve our differences and grow in mutual 



understanding. Ask your Holy Spirit to guide us so that we may have a love that is in harmony 
with you, a love that transcends man, a special grace that you have given us. 
Pray that you will fill our hearts with forgiveness and kindness, and let love guide our actions 
and words. In each other's giving, let us experience your wonderful reconciliation. Lord, thank 
you for hearing our prayers, and for your abundant love, we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, 
amen. 
 
1 Samuel  
CHAPTER 24 
1Sa. 24:1 After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was 
told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.” 
1Sa. 24:2 So Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and 
set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the 
Wild Goats. 
1Sa. 24:3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, 
and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were 
far back in the cave. 
1Sa. 24:4 The men said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of when he 
said [Or “Today the LORD is saying] to you, `I will give 
your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you 
wish.’“ Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner 
of Saul’s robe. 
1Sa. 24:5 Afterwards, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off 
a corner of his robe. 
1Sa. 24:6 He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do such 
a thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lift my hand 
against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD.” 
1Sa. 24:7 With these words David rebuked his men and did not allow 
them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way. 
1Sa. 24:8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My 
lord the king!” When Saul looked behind him, David bowed 
down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 
1Sa. 24:9 He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, `David is 
bent on harming you’? 
1Sa. 24:10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD 
gave you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill 
you, but I spared you; I said, `I will not lift my hand against 
my master, because he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 
1Sa. 24:11 See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I 
cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now 
understand and recognise that I am not guilty of wrongdoing 
or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me 
down to take my life. 



1Sa. 24:12 May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the 
LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand 
will not touch you. 
1Sa. 24:13 As the old saying goes, `From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so 
my hand will not touch you. 
1Sa. 24:14 “Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom are 
you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? 
1Sa. 24:15 May the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May he 
consider my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by 
delivering me from your hand.” 
1Sa. 24:16 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your 
voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud. 
1Sa. 24:17 “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated 
me well, but I have treated you badly. 
1Sa. 24:18 You have just now told me of the good you did to me; the 
LORD gave me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 
1Sa. 24:19 When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away 
unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for the way you 
treated me today. 
1Sa. 24:20 I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of 
Israel will be established in your hands. 
1Sa. 24:21 Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my 
descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.” 
1Sa. 24:22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, 
but David and his men went up to the stronghold. 
 
 
Chapter 24 of the Book of 1 Samuel tells the story of David sparing King Saul's life. After David 
flees from Saul and his army, he hides in the Desert of En Gedi. Meanwhile, Saul hears of 
David's whereabouts and gathers 3,000 men to search for him. 
While Saul and his men are searching for David, Saul decides to take a break and enters a cave. 
Coincidentally, David and his men are also hiding in the same cave. David's men encourage him 
to take advantage of the opportunity and kill Saul, believing that God has delivered Saul into his 
hands. 
David, however, refuses to harm the king, saying that he will not "lay [his] hand on [the] Lord's 
anointed." Instead, he secretly cuts off a corner of Saul's robe as proof that he had the 
opportunity to kill him but chose not to. After Saul leaves the cave, David comes out and calls to 
Saul, showing him the piece of robe and saying that he means him no harm. 
Saul is moved by David's actions and declares that David will surely be king. He even weeps and 
asks David to swear that he will not cut off his descendants or destroy his name. David swears to 
Saul and then leaves. 



This chapter highlights David's respect for the anointed king, despite his own destiny to become 
king. It also shows that Saul recognizes David's goodness and potential, even though he 
continues to be threatened by him. 
 
Here are some important verses from chapter 24 of 1 Samuel in the Christian Bible: 
1 Samuel 24:4-7 - "The men said, 'This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, "I will 
give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish."' Then David crept up 
unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for 
having cut off a corner of his robe. He said to his men, 'The Lord forbid that I should do such a 
thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the 
Lord.'" 
1 Samuel 24:10-11 - "'Today you have seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into 
my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, "I will not lay my 
hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s anointed."'" 
1 Samuel 24:16-17 - "When David finished saying this, Saul asked, 'Is that your voice, David my 
son?' And he wept aloud. 'You are more righteous than I,' he said. 'You have treated me well, but 
I have treated you badly.'" 
These verses describe an encounter between David and Saul in a cave, where Saul has come to 
relieve himself. David has the opportunity to kill Saul, but instead, he cuts off a corner of Saul's 
robe as proof that he could have taken Saul's life, but did not. When Saul leaves the cave, David 
reveals himself and shows him the corner of his robe, and he explains that he has spared Saul's 
life because he is the Lord's anointed. Saul acknowledges David's righteousness and his own 
wrongdoing. This chapter highlights David's respect for Saul as the Lord's chosen king, even in 
the face of Saul's persecution of him, as well as the complexities of leadership and loyalty. 
 
1 Samuel chapter 24 presents a powerful story of David's encounter with Saul in the cave of En-
gedi. This chapter explores themes of forgiveness, humility, and trusting in God's justice. 
 
One of the key themes that emerges from this chapter is the theme of forgiveness. David, having 
the opportunity to take vengeance on Saul, chooses instead to spare his life. He recognizes Saul 
as God's anointed king and refuses to harm him, even when his own men encourage him to do 
so. 
 
This chapter highlights the importance of forgiveness in the face of personal offense and the 
temptation for revenge. It reveals David's deep respect for God's anointed authority and his 
willingness to extend grace and mercy, even to his enemy. It prompts us to examine our own 
hearts and attitudes, challenging us to choose forgiveness over bitterness and to extend grace to 
those who have wronged us. 
 
Furthermore, 1 Samuel chapter 24 emphasizes the virtue of humility. Despite being anointed as 
the future king of Israel, David shows great humility before Saul. He acknowledges Saul's 
authority and refuses to exalt himself or take matters into his own hands. 
 



This chapter teaches us the value of humility in our interactions with others, especially those in 
positions of authority. It reminds us that true greatness is found in humility, recognizing that all 
authority ultimately comes from God. It encourages us to submit to God's timing and trust in His 
plans, even when it may seem difficult or unfair. 
 
Additionally, 1 Samuel chapter 24 points to the importance of trusting in God's justice. David, 
rather than seeking revenge, places his trust in God's righteous judgment. He believes that God 
will deal with Saul according to His perfect wisdom and timing. 
 
This chapter reminds us that we can trust in God's justice, even when we face injustice or 
mistreatment. It encourages us to surrender our desire for retaliation and to place our confidence 
in God's ability to bring about justice in His perfect way and time. It prompts us to remember 
that vengeance belongs to God, and our role is to seek reconciliation and extend forgiveness. 
 
In conclusion, 1 Samuel chapter 24 brings forth reflections on forgiveness, humility, and trusting 
in God's justice. It challenges us to choose forgiveness over revenge, to embrace humility in our 
interactions with others, and to trust in God's ultimate justice. May we learn from David's 
example, extend forgiveness to those who have wronged us, cultivate humility in our 
relationships, and place our trust in God's righteous judgment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


