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God listen to our prayers 
In 1 Samuel 23, David defeats the Philistines in the city of Keilah and rescues its inhabitants. But 
then he heard Saul's army coming against him, so he and his men fled to Sarah, Judah. 
When Saul learned that David was in Sarah, he ordered his men to go and arrest David. But God 
protected David so that he could lurk among Saul's troops and avoid arrest. 
David and his men then traveled to the woods of Cryptokide, where he was helped by the priest 
Abiathar and received guidance from God to help him avoid being captured by Saul. In the 
woods of Cryptokidi, David also had the support and followers of many people who became part 
of his army. 
In this chapter, we see David's ingenuity and his military skills, and he was able to emerge 
victorious in battle and avoid being captured by Saul. We also see God's protection and guidance 
for David, helping him to set him on the right path. This chapter also shows how David gained 
more supporters and gradually became a greater force. 
No matter how big or small things are in life, you can always pray to God. It is advisable to 
maintain a connection with God in your daily life, and to be grateful and pray as part of your life. 
Look for moments of tranquility or focus on communion with God at specific times of the day, 
such as morning or evening, on a regular basis. This helps to build strong spiritual bonds. 
Faith and patience are essential in waiting on Jehovah. Wait for God's will with humility and 
obedience, and trust that His timing is perfect. Approach the waiting process with gratitude while 
striving to grow in faith. While waiting, maintain a relationship with God and actively seek His 
guidance. 

https://bibleao.com/
https://youtu.be/RtSqpNjJ8To


Different people have different beliefs, habits, and lifestyles. Some people may seek God's 
guidance, expressing gratitude and dependence on every little thing. Others may prefer to pray 
specifically when faced with a major decision or difficulty. 
 
The key lies in the individual's relationship with God, and each person's experience of faith is 
unique. Respect the faith choices of others while finding a balance in your own spiritual life that 
works for you. 
There are many verses in the Bible about prayer. An example is Philippians 4:6-7: 
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, and 
thanksgiving, tell God what you want. The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. " 
This passage emphasizes communicating with God through prayer, supplication, and 
thanksgiving, and trusting that God will grant peace that surpasses all understanding. 
It is important to seek balance in your relationship with God. Some people may feel more 
miracles when they are busy and less of God's guidance when they are calm. This is not 
uncommon, as faith experiences are personalized. 
Don't be like the Pharisees who prayed on street corners, but the Bible tells us not to stop 
praying, how do you balance the two? 
It is important to balance the prayer life and avoid superficial ostentation. To quote Matthew 6:6: 
"And when thou shalt pray, thou shalt go into the closet, and shut the door, and pray unto thy 
Father, who is in secret, and thy Father shall see in secret, and shall reward thee. " 
This passage emphasizes that private prayer, away from public places, is a humble and sincere 
way to communicate with God. In normal times, keep your heart in prayer and develop a deep 
personal relationship with God, not just to make a religious gesture in public. 
 
We pray together 
 
Dear Heavenly Father,  
We gather before you at this time to seek your comfort and guidance. Come down to us so that 
our hearts may be at peace and our voices may be heard. 
Lord, you are our shepherd, and we need your guidance. In this troubled and chaotic world, let 
us listen to your words quietly. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, open our ears and let your 
truth be deeply rooted in our hearts. 
Give us peace beyond human comprehension. In the midst of distress and uneasiness, let us look 
to your grace and love. Let your love fill our hearts and get rid of all worries and fears. 
Thank you, Lord, that you are faithful. We trust in your promises and know that you will lead us 
in our lives. In this time of prayer, we entrust everything to you because you are our strength and 
refuge. 
In Jesus' name we pray.Amen 
 
1 Samuel  
CHAPTER 23 
1Sa. 23:1 When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting 



against Keilah and are looting the threshing-floors,” 
1Sa. 23:2 he enquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack 
these Philistines?” The LORD answered him, “Go, attack the 
Philistines and save Keilah.” 
1Sa. 23:3 But David’s men said to him, “Here in Judah we are afraid. 
How much more, then, if we go to Keilah against the 
Philistine forces!” 
1Sa. 23:4 Once again David enquired of the LORD, and the LORD 
answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give 
the Philistines into your hand.” 
1Sa. 23:5 So David and his men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines 
and carried off their livestock. He inflicted heavy losses on 
the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. 
1Sa. 23:6 (Now Abiathar son of Ahimelech had brought the ephod 
down with him when he fled to David at Keilah.) 
1Sa. 23:7 Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah, and he said, 
“God has handed him over to me, for David has imprisoned 
himself by entering a town with gates and bars.” 
1Sa. 23:8 And Saul called up all his forces for battle, to go down to 
Keilah to besiege David and his men. 
1Sa. 23:9 When David learned that Saul was plotting against him, he 
said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod.” 
1Sa. 23:10 David said, “O LORD, God of Israel, your servant has heard 
definitely that Saul plans to come to Keilah and destroy the 
town on account of me. 
1Sa. 23:11 Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me to him? Will Saul 
come down, as your servant has heard? O LORD, God of 
Israel, tell your servant.” And the LORD said, “He will.” 
1Sa. 23:12 Again David asked, “Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me 
and my men to Saul?” And the LORD said, “They will.” 
1Sa. 23:13 So David and his men, about six hundred in number, left 
Keilah and kept moving from place to place. When Saul was 
told that David had escaped from Keilah, he did not go there. 
1Sa. 23:14 David stayed in the desert strongholds and in the hills of the 
Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for him, but God 
did not give David into his hands. 
1Sa. 23:15 While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned 
that Saul had come out to take his life. 
1Sa. 23:16 And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped 
him to find strength in God. 
1Sa. 23:17 “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will not lay a hand 
on you. You shall be king over Israel, and I will be second to 
you. Even my father Saul knows this.” 



1Sa. 23:18 The two of them made a covenant before the LORD. Then 
Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh. 
1Sa. 23:19 The Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not 
David hiding among us in the strongholds at Horesh, on the 
hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon? 
1Sa. 23:20 Now, O king, come down whenever it pleases you to do so, 
and we will be responsible for handing him over to the king.” 
1Sa. 23:21 Saul replied, “The LORD bless you for your concern for me. 
1Sa. 23:22 Go and make further preparation. Find out where David 
usually goes and who has seen him there. They tell me he is 
very crafty. 
1Sa. 23:23 Find out about all the hiding-places he uses and come back to 
me with definite information. [Or me at Nacon] Then I will 
go with you; if he is in the area, I will track him down among 
all the clans of Judah.” 
1Sa. 23:24 So they set out and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David 
and his men were in the Desert of Maon, in the Arabah south 
of Jeshimon. 
1Sa. 23:25 Saul and his men began the search, and when David was told 
about it, he went down to the rock and stayed in the Desert 
of Maon. When Saul heard this, he went into the Desert of 
Maon in pursuit of David. 
1Sa. 23:26 Saul was going along one side of the mountain, and David 
and his men were on the other side, hurrying to get away 
from Saul. As Saul and his forces were closing in on David 
and his men to capture them, 
1Sa. 23:27 a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Come quickly! The 
Philistines are raiding the land.” 
689 
1Sa. 23:28 Then Saul broke off his pursuit of David and went to meet 
the Philistines. That is why they call this place Sela 
Hammahlekoth. [Sela Hammahlekoth means rock of parting.] 
1Sa. 23:29 And David went up from there and lived in the strongholds of 
En Gedi. 
 
 
Chapter 23 of the Book of 1 Samuel in the Christian Bible: 
David continues to be pursued by King Saul and finds himself in the town of Keilah. When he 
learns that the Philistines are attacking Keilah, he asks God if he should go and fight them. God 
tells him to go and David and his men successfully drive the Philistines away. However, Saul 
learns that David is in Keilah and plans to attack him. David asks God if the people of Keilah 
will betray him, and God tells him they will. David and his men then leave Keilah and hide in 
the wilderness. 



Saul continues to search for David and gathers his army to pursue him. David and his men are 
hiding in the wilderness of Ziph, and Jonathan (Saul's son) comes to visit him. Jonathan 
encourages David and reminds him of God's promises. However, the Ziphites betray David's 
location to Saul. 
Saul pursues David, but is called away to fight against the Philistines. David takes this 
opportunity to escape and hides in the stronghold of En Gedi. 
 
Here are some important verses from chapter 23 of 1 Samuel in the Christian Bible: 
1 Samuel 23:2 - "David inquired of the Lord, 'Shall I go and attack these Philistines?' The Lord 
answered him, 'Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah.'" 
1 Samuel 23:4 - "Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, 'Go down 
to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.'" 
1 Samuel 23:14 - "David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of 
Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for him, but God did not give David into his hands." 
These verses describe David's efforts to protect the city of Keilah from the Philistines, after 
seeking guidance from the Lord. David and his men successfully defend Keilah, but Saul learns 
of their presence and plans to attack. David is warned by Jonathan and is able to escape to the 
wilderness, where he continues to evade Saul's pursuit. This chapter highlights David's reliance 
on the Lord for guidance and protection, as well as the ongoing threat of danger that he faces 
from Saul's relentless pursuit. 
 
1 Samuel chapter 23 continues the account of David's life as he faces challenges and seeks God's 
guidance. This chapter explores themes of courage, seeking God's will, and the importance of 
trusting in God's protection. 
 
One of the key themes that emerges from this chapter is the theme of courage. David, upon 
hearing that the city of Keilah is under attack by the Philistines, seeks the Lord's guidance on 
whether to go and rescue the city. Despite the risks involved, David demonstrates great courage 
by pursuing the enemy and protecting the people of Keilah. 
 
This chapter reminds us of the importance of courage in the face of adversity. It encourages us to 
trust in God's strength and provision, knowing that He is with us as we step out in faith to 
confront the challenges that come our way. It prompts us to rely on God's power rather than our 
own, recognizing that He equips us with the courage we need to face difficult circumstances. 
 
Furthermore, 1 Samuel chapter 23 highlights the significance of seeking God's will. David, 
before making any decision, seeks the Lord's guidance through the priest Abiathar and the 
ephod. He inquires of the Lord, asking for His direction and assurance of victory. 
 
This chapter emphasizes the importance of seeking God's guidance in every aspect of our lives. 
It reminds us that God is the ultimate source of wisdom and direction, and He desires to lead us 
in His perfect will. It encourages us to approach Him in prayer, seeking His guidance and 
waiting on His response before making important decisions. 
 



Additionally, 1 Samuel chapter 23 showcases God's protection over His chosen servant. Despite 
Saul's relentless pursuit of David, God intervenes and provides a way for David to escape from 
harm. He uses Jonathan, David's friend, to encourage him and assure him of God's faithfulness. 
 
This chapter demonstrates God's faithfulness to His promises and His commitment to protecting 
His people. It reminds us that God is our refuge and strength, and He watches over us even in the 
face of danger. It encourages us to place our trust in Him, knowing that He is our ultimate 
protector and provider. 
 
In conclusion, 1 Samuel chapter 23 brings forth reflections on courage, seeking God's will, and 
trusting in God's protection. It calls us to step out in faith with courage, trusting in God's strength 
to face challenges. It reminds us to seek God's guidance in all our decisions, relying on His 
wisdom and direction. It assures us of God's faithful protection and prompts us to place our trust 
in Him. May we find courage in God's presence, seek His will in all things, and trust in His 
unfailing protection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


