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The humiliation of gouging out the eyes was overwhelming, and Saul ordered
330,000 male divisions, and responded to every call

1 Samuel 11

11:2 And Nahash the Ammonite said, If you will insult Israel by plucking out the right eye of
each of you by me, I will make a covenant with you.

11:7 And he cut a pair of oxen into pieces and sent them to the messenger to deliver all the land
of Israel, saying, Whoever does not come out with Sweep of Lor and Samuel will cut off his
oxen in the same way. So Jehovah made all the people afraid, and they all came out as the same
man.

11:8 Saul numbered them at Pechar. There were 300,000 Israelites and 30,000 Jews.

Summary of 1 Samuel 11

In 1 Samuel 11 of the Bible, the Ammonites laid siege to the city of Jabesh Gilead and
threatened to gouge out the right eye of all the men in the city as a humiliation. When the people
of the city asked Saul to help them, Saul led the Israelites to the city, defeated the Ammonites,
and delivered the people of the city.

Saul demonstrated his ability and prestige as Israel's king in this battle, which led to greater
respect and trust among the people. After this, Samuel officially passed the kingship to Saul and
prayed for him before God. While Saul was victorious in this battle, his leadership also began to
be challenged, as some questioned his legitimacy and competence.

"The Unity of Family and Church"

In today's busy and fast-changing society, the home and church are seen as important places for
people to seek spiritual sustenance and warm comfort. However, achieving unity in the family
and the church is not an easy task and requires understanding, respect, and cooperation among
members. This article will explore the methods and importance of achieving this unity.



First, it is crucial to understand the role of the family and the church in life. The family is a
unique social unit that bears the responsibility of loving, supporting, and growing together.
Churches, on the other hand, provide places for spiritual guidance, faith sharing, and community
gathering. Understanding the different roles of the two can help members better balance their
lives and allow the family and the church to complement each other.

Second, building an open and well-communicated family atmosphere is an important
cornerstone of unity. Family members should be encouraged to share their views on faith and
spirituality with each other to promote understanding and empathy among family members. At
the same time, the activities of the Church should also be part of the family participation, so that
faith should be an important element of family life.

On the church side, leaders and church members should care for and support the growth of their
families. Provide family guidance and support so that families can better integrate into the life of
the church. At the same time, church activities should take into account the needs of families,
making it easier to participate and gaining community support in the practice of faith.

Finally, the cultivation of shared values is an indispensable part of achieving unity. Families and
Church members should work together to ensure that their values and faith foundations are
aligned. This not only strengthens cohesion within the family, but also makes the church a more
united and supportive community.

Achieving unity in the family and the church requires the combined efforts of family members
and church leaders. By understanding their respective roles, establishing open communication,
supporting family growth, and cultivating shared values, families and churches can become a
mutually reinforcing and growing community. This unity will not only bring peace of mind to
the individual, but will also ignite a warm light in the community.

Here are some examples of the passages in the Bible that speak of "unity":

John 17:21 (New Testament):

"That they may all be one. Father, just as you are in me, and I am in you, that they may be in us,
that the world may believe that you sent me. "

Ephesians 4:3 (New Testament):

"And maintain the unity of the Holy Spirit in peace, which is in the girdle of peace. "

Colossians 3:14 (New Testament):

"Beyond all this, there is love, which is the perfect union of the saints. "

These verses emphasize the importance of unity among Christians, between Christians and God,
and within the church. Through love, peace, and the unity of the Holy Spirit, believers can
achieve a deeper unity in faith and life.

We pray together

Dear Heavenly Father,

I thank You for the blessings of our faith that enable us to become Christians and belong to Your
family. In this time of change and challenge, we come to You and humbly ask for Your help.



Heavenly Father, please give us the anointing of the Holy Spirit so that we may still be one
another, as Jesus prayed for in John 17:21: "That they may all be one." We know that this is your
desire for us, and it is what Christians should strive for.

Please help us to be pure in our faith, to love one another, and to be free from all obstacles that
may divide us. Give us humble hearts to tolerate and understand each other's differences, and to
be united in love. Lead us so that our actions and words reflect the love and peace of Christ.

In our churches and families, may You send Your love and peace to make us supporters and
partners with one another. May we be able to maintain the unity of the Holy Spirit in peace, as
Ephesians 4:3 says.

Finally, thank You for Your love and grace, and ask You to be a blessing to each other and the
light and salt the world needs. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ we pray, amen.

1 SAMUEL

1Sa. 11:1 Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged Jabesh Gilead.
And all the men of Jabesh said to him, “Make a treaty with

us, and we will be subject to you.”

1Sa. 11:2 But Nahash the Ammonite replied, “I will make a treaty with
you only on the condition that I gouge out the right eye of

every one of you and so bring disgrace on all Israel.”

1Sa. 11:3 The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven days so that
we can send messengers throughout Israel; if no-one comes

to rescue us, we will surrender to you.”

1Sa. 11:4 When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and reported
these terms to the people, they all wept aloud.

1Sa. 11:5 Just then Saul was returning from the fields, behind his oxen,
and he asked, “What is wrong with the people? Why are they
weeping?” Then they repeated to him what the men of Jabesh

had said.

1Sa. 11:6 When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God came upon
him in power, and he burned with anger.

1Sa. 11:7 He took a pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent the
pieces by messengers throughout Israel, proclaiming, “This is

what will be done to the oxen of anyone who does not follow

Saul and Samuel.” Then the terror of the LORD fell on the

people, and they turned out as one man.

1Sa. 11:8 When Saul mustered them at Bezek, the men of Israel
numbered three hundred thousand and the men of Judah

thirty thousand.

1Sa. 11:9 They told the messengers who had come, “Say to the men of
Jabesh Gilead, 'By the time the sun is hot tomorrow, you will

be delivered.’* When the messengers went and reported this

to the men of Jabesh, they were elated.

1Sa. 11:10 They said to the Ammonites, “Tomorrow we will surrender



to you, and you can do to us whatever seems good to you.”

1Sa. 11:11 The next day Saul separated his men into three divisions;
during the last watch of the night they broke into the camp of

the Ammonites and slaughtered them until the heat of the

day. Those who survived were scattered, so that no two of

them were left together.

1Sa. 11:12 The people then said to Samuel, “Who was it that asked,
“Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring these men to us and we will

put them to death.”

1Sa. 11:13 But Saul said, “No-one shall be put to death today, for this
day the LORD has rescued Israel.”

1Sa. 11:14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal
and there reaffirm the kingship.”

1Sa. 11:15 So all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed Saul as king in
the presence of the LORD. There they sacrificed fellowship

offerings [Traditionally peace offerings] before the LORD,

and Saul and all the Israelites held a great celebration.

Chapter 11 begins with Nahash the Ammonite besieging the Israelite city of Jabesh Gilead. The
people of Jabesh Gilead offer to make a treaty with Nahash, but he demands that he gouge out
the right eye of every man in the city as a sign of his victory over them. The elders of Jabesh
Gilead ask for a week to see if anyone will come to their aid.

When Saul hears about the plight of Jabesh Gilead, he is filled with the Spirit of God and calls
for all of Israel to gather together to help the city. Saul rallies the people and leads them into
battle against the Ammonites, and they are victorious. The people of Jabesh Gilead are saved,
and the Israelites celebrate their victory.

After the battle, the people of Israel want to put to death those who had initially opposed Saul's
kingship, but Saul shows mercy and forgives them. The chapter ends with Samuel calling the
people together to renew their allegiance to God and to Saul as their king.

Chapter 11 highlights Saul's leadership abilities as he successfully leads the Israelites into battle
against the Ammonites and saves the people of Jabesh Gilead. The chapter also emphasizes
Saul's compassion and mercy, as he forgives those who had opposed his kingship. Finally, the
chapter underscores the importance of renewing one's allegiance to God and to the appointed
king.

Some important verses in chapter 11 of 1 Samuel in the Christian Bible are:

Here are some important verses from chapter 11 of 1 Samuel in the Christian Bible:

1 Samuel 11:6 - "Then the Spirit of God came powerfully upon Saul, and he became very angry.'
1 Samuel 11:7 - "He took a pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent the pieces by messengers
throughout Israel, proclaiming, 'This is what will be done to the oxen of anyone who does not
follow Saul and Samuel.' Then the terror of the Lord fell on the people, and they came out
together as one."



1 Samuel 11:12-13 - "The people then said to Samuel, '"Who was it that asked, "Shall Saul reign
over us?" Turn these men over to us so that we may put them to death.' But Saul said, 'No one
will be put to death today, for this day the Lord has rescued Israel."

These verses show the importance of Saul being filled with the Spirit of God, his military
leadership in gathering and leading the people of Israel into battle, and the beginning of his reign
as king. They also highlight the role of Samuel as a spiritual leader in guiding and supporting
Saul's leadership.

1 Samuel chapter 11 recounts a significant event in the life of Saul, where he demonstrates his
leadership as the newly anointed king of Israel. This chapter explores themes of courage, unity,
and the importance of responding to God's call.

One of the key themes that emerges from this chapter is the theme of courage. When Nahash the
Ammonite threatens to gouge out the right eye of the people of Jabesh Gilead, the distress call
reaches Saul. In response, the Spirit of God comes upon Saul, and he becomes filled with a
righteous anger. He musters an army, inspires the people to unite, and leads a successful military
campaign against Nahash.

This chapter highlights the importance of courageous leadership in times of crisis. It
demonstrates that God equips and empowers individuals to rise up and confront challenges when
they respond to His call. It inspires us to trust in God's strength and guidance, stepping forward
with courage and determination when faced with adversity.

Furthermore, 1 Samuel chapter 11 underscores the significance of unity and rallying together as
a community. Saul sends a message to all the tribes of Israel, and the people respond by
gathering as one united force. This unity strengthens their resolve and contributes to their victory
over Nahash and his army.

This chapter serves as a reminder of the power of unity within the body of believers. It highlights
the strength that comes from standing together, supporting one another, and working in harmony
towards a common goal. It encourages us to prioritize unity, setting aside differences, and
recognizing the strength that comes from coming together under the banner of God's purpose.

Additionally, 1 Samuel chapter 11 emphasizes the importance of responding to God's call and
following His leading. When Saul hears the distress call from the people of Jabesh Gilead, he
recognizes the urgency of the situation and acts decisively. He responds to God's prompting and
steps into his role as the leader of Israel, rallying the people and leading them to victory.

This chapter encourages us to be attentive to God's voice and promptings in our own lives. It
reminds us that God calls and equips individuals for specific tasks and challenges. It challenges
us to be responsive to His call, stepping forward with faith and obedience, trusting that He will
provide the strength and guidance needed to fulfill His purposes.



In conclusion, 1 Samuel chapter 11 brings forth reflections on courage, unity, and responding to
God's call. It inspires us to embrace courageous leadership, to unite as a community, and to be
responsive to God's leading in our lives. May we draw strength from God's presence, unite in
purpose, and step forward with courage and obedience to fulfill the calling He has placed upon

us.



