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Jehovah vs. Dagon：The glory of God brooks no blasphemy 
1 Samuel 5 
5:2    The Philistines carried God's ark into the temple of Dagon and placed it beside 
him. 
5:3    The next morning the Ashitas arose and saw Dagon's servant lying before the ark 
of the covenant of Jehovah, and his face was on the ground, and he left Dagon still in his place. 
5:4    And when he arose early the next morning, he found Dagon's servant lying before 
the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, with his face on the ground, and Dagon's head and both 
hands broken off on the threshold, and only the remains of Dagon. 
5:6    Jehovah's hand was heavy on the sub-reals, defeating them and causing them to 
suffer hemorrhoids . The same is true of the four realms of sub-reality and sub-reality . 
 
A detailed summary of Chapter 5 
When the Philistines captured the Ark of God, they placed it next to their idols. The next day, 
they found that the idol had fallen to the ground, broken his head and hands, and they moved the 
ark of the covenant to a different city. But no matter where they put the Ark of the Covenant, the 
people of that city were punished by God. Eventually, they sent the Ark of the Covenant to the 
land of the Israelites and placed it in a city called Giriath Jeriim. 
Within the vastness of the world, there is a force beyond human comprehension, and that is the 
Creator of the universe, which we commonly call God. The existence and mystical power of God 
is at the heart of cultures and religious beliefs around the world. Respect and reverence for God 
are the cornerstones of the faith of countless people, because it is believed that God's glory 
cannot be blasphemed. 

https://bibleao.com/ 
https://youtu.be/COI35126cIU


The glory of God is filled with divine brilliance in the heavens and the earth, and it permeates 
everything in the universe. This glory is manifested not only in the miracles of nature, but also in 
the good deeds and compassion of human beings. Whether it is the glorious sunrise and sunset, 
or selfless love and forgiveness, it is the embodiment of God's glory. 
However, in human society, there are times when we blaspheme the glory of God against the 
divine will. This blasphemy can arise from the destruction of moral norms, or it can arise from 
disrespect for life and nature. In our pursuit of material possessions, we sometimes neglect to be 
grateful for the wonderful world God has created and indulge in fleeting pleasures. 
Blasphemy against God's glory can also manifest itself in disrespect and oppression of others. In 
relationships, we have a responsibility to treat others as we would like to treat ourselves, because 
each person is a unique being created by God. Blasphemous words and deeds hurt the souls of 
others and tarnish the glory of God. 
Blasphemy of God's glory can also manifest itself in disregard for truth and confusion between 
good and evil. It is our responsibility to keep a clear head morally and ethically in order to live 
up to our God-given reason and conscience. 
In order to regain the reverence for God's glory, we need to reflect on our actions and examine 
the direction of our lives. In the face of temptation and adversity, we should keep in mind God's 
teachings and pursue goodness and justice. By caring for others, protecting nature, and pursuing 
truth, we can demonstrate our fear of God through practical actions. 
God's glory is infinite, and it is the responsibility of human beings to show reverence for this 
glory in their daily lives. By upholding the moral values of goodness and protecting and 
cherishing all that God has created, we can embrace God's glory and make it manifest in our 
lives. For it is only in the fear of God that we can find true peace and happiness. 
There are verses in the Bible that emphasize reverence, reverence, and godliness for God's name. 
Here are some verses related to blasphemy: 
Exodus 20:7 (Old Testament) 
Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain, for the LORD will not acquit him by 
his name. 
This passage emphasizes godliness in God's name and not to use God's name lightly. 
Leviticus 24:16 (Old Testament) 
Whoever blasphemes the LORD will be condemned to death, and the whole congregation will 
stone him to death, whether it be a stranger, and he will be smitten to death if he blasphemy 
against the name of the LORD. 
It is emphasized here that defamation of God's name can be punished extremely severely. 
Matthew 12:31-32 (New Testament) 
Therefore I say to you, All sins and blasphemy are forgiven, but blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit is not forgiven. 
Here Jesus emphasized that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a serious sin that cannot be 
forgiven. 
James 2:7 (New Testament) 
Or do men insult the names you honor? 
The book of James reminds us not to blaspheme the name of God. 



These verses reflect the Bible's emphasis on respect for God's name and non-blasphemy against 
God. In the Christian faith, these verses are seen as teaching believers to obey divine laws and 
maintain the fear of God. 

 
We pray together: 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
We humbly pray before you for the grace you have given us life and all that we have. Listen to 
our prayers and let our lives be established in your will, without blasphemy against your name, 
without worshipping other gods, and without causing anyone to stumble. 
Lord, we admit that we are weak and susceptible to temptation and worldly influences. 
Therefore, we ask for your strength and wisdom so that we can maintain respect and reverence 
for you in every moment. Help us to cleanse our hearts so that our words and deeds glorify your 
holy name. 
May your inspiration guide us to the realization that true worship is the devotion of the heart and 
the total reverence of your presence. Instead of falling into the worship of other gods, we will 
stand firm in our faith and be rooted in your truth. 
Lord, keep our steps so that we do not stumble. Let our actions and words be an example to 
others, leading them to the light of truth. Help us know how to serve others with love and 
humility so that they can see your work among us. 
Thank you for hearing our supplication, for you are a merciful God, and may all glory be to your 
name. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen. 
 
 
1 SAMUEL 
CHAPTER 5 
1Sa. 5:1 After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it 
from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 
1Sa. 5:2 Then they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it 
beside Dagon. 
1Sa. 5:3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there 
was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of 
the LORD! They took Dagon and put him back in his place. 
1Sa. 5:4 But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon, 
fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! 
His head and hands had been broken off and were lying on 
the threshold; only his body remained. 
1Sa. 5:5 That is why to this day neither the priests of Dagon nor any 
others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the 
threshold. 
1Sa. 5:6 The LORD’s hand was heavy upon the people of Ashdod and 
its vicinity; he brought devastation upon them and afflicted 
them with tumours. [Hebrew; Septuagint and Vulgate 
tumours. And rats appeared in their land, and death and 



destruction were throughout the city] 
1Sa. 5:7 When the men of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, 
“The ark of the god of Israel must not stay here with us, 
because his hand is heavy upon us and upon Dagon our god.” 
1Sa. 5:8 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and 
asked them, “What shall we do with the ark of the god of 
Israel?” They answered, “Have the ark of the god of Israel 
moved to Gath.” So they moved the ark of the God of Israel. 
1Sa. 5:9 But after they had moved it, the LORD’s hand was against 
that city, throwing it into a great panic. He afflicted the 
people of the city, both young and old, with an outbreak of 
tumours. [Or with tumours in the groin (see Septuagint)] 
1Sa. 5:10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. As the ark of God was 
entering Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have 
brought the ark of the god of Israel round to us to kill us and 
our people.” 
1Sa. 5:11 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and 
said, “Send the ark of the god of Israel away; let it go back to 
its own place, or it [Or he] will kill us and our people.” For 
death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very 
heavy upon it. 
1Sa. 5:12 Those who did not die were afflicted with tumours, and the 
outcry of the city went up to heaven. 
 
 
Chapter 5 continues the story of the Philistines' capture of the Ark of the Covenant. They take 
the Ark to the temple of their god, Dagon, and set it up next to the statue of Dagon. The next 
morning, they find that the statue of Dagon has fallen face down in front of the Ark. They put the 
statue back up, but the next morning, they find it has fallen again and its head and hands have 
been broken off. 
The Philistines begin to experience a series of plagues and disasters, including a widespread 
outbreak of tumors, which they believe are caused by the presence of the Ark. They decide to 
move the Ark to the city of Gath, but the people of Gath also suffer from the plagues and 
disasters. They then move the Ark to the city of Ekron, but the people there also suffer. 
Finally, the Philistine leaders decide that they must return the Ark to the Israelites. They make a 
new cart for it and put it on the cart with gifts of gold as an offering to the God of Israel. They 
also include five golden tumors and five golden rats as a symbol of their suffering. They then 
send the cart off with two cows who have just given birth and have never been yoked before. 
The cows take the cart straight to the Israelite town of Beth-shemesh, where the people rejoice at 
the return of the Ark. However, the Lord strikes down seventy men from the town who look 
inside the Ark, showing that his power and presence cannot be treated casually or irreverently. 
Chapter 5 emphasizes the power and holiness of the God of Israel and the dangers of taking him 
lightly. It also shows how the Philistines, who were enemies of Israel, came to recognize the 



power of the God of Israel and the importance of respecting him. The chapter sets the stage for 
Israel's repentance and return to the Lord, as they begin to recognize his sovereignty and the 
need for obedience to his commands. 
 
. Here are some important verses from this chapter: 
• 1 Samuel 5:2: "Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house of 
Dagon and set it up beside Dagon." 
• 1 Samuel 5:3: "And when the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, behold, Dagon 
had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the Lord. So they took Dagon and put 
him back in his place." 
• 1 Samuel 5:6: "The hand of the Lord was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he 
terrified and afflicted them with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory." 
• 1 Samuel 5:11: "They sent therefore and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines 
and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” And they answered, “Let the ark 
of the God of Israel be brought around to Gath.” So they brought the ark of the God of Israel 
there." 
• 1 Samuel 5:12: "But after they had brought it around, the hand of the Lord was against 
the city, causing a very great panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, both young and old, so 
that tumors broke out on them." 
These verses show the consequences that the Philistines faced for taking the Ark of the  
Covenant and disrespecting the Lord. 
 
1 Samuel chapter 5 recounts the events that take place after the Philistines capture the Ark of the 
Covenant and place it in the temple of their god, Dagon. This chapter highlights the power and 
sovereignty of the true God and serves as a reminder that He cannot be mocked or defeated. 
 
One of the key themes that emerge from this chapter is the contrast between the false gods of the 
Philistines and the one true God of Israel. The Philistines mistakenly believe that capturing the 
Ark and placing it alongside their idol, Dagon, would symbolize their triumph over the God of 
Israel. However, God demonstrates His superiority by causing Dagon to fall before the Ark and 
to be broken. This happens not just once but twice, emphasizing the futility of worshiping false 
gods and the inability of idols to withstand the power of the true God. 
 
This chapter reminds us of the exclusivity and uniqueness of the God of Israel. It underscores the 
fact that there is no other god like Him, and He alone deserves our worship and reverence. It 
challenges us to examine our own lives and ensure that we are not placing our trust in false idols 
or seeking fulfillment in anything other than the one true God. 
 
Furthermore, 1 Samuel chapter 5 reveals the consequences of disrespecting and dishonoring the 
presence of God. The Philistines, unaware of the power and holiness associated with the Ark, 
suffer afflictions and plagues as a result of their actions. These afflictions serve as a reminder 
that God's presence is not to be taken lightly or treated with irreverence. It teaches us the 
importance of approaching God with humility, reverence, and obedience. 
 



This chapter also showcases the faithfulness of God to protect His people and to demonstrate His 
power in the midst of adversity. Despite the capture of the Ark and the temporary exaltation of 
Dagon, God does not abandon His people. He intervenes by afflicting the Philistines and causing 
them to recognize His superiority. 
 
The chapter encourages us to trust in God's faithfulness and to rely on His power in times of trial 
and difficulty. It reminds us that God is not limited by human circumstances or the schemes of 
those who oppose Him. Even when it appears that false gods or worldly powers have the upper 
hand, God can assert His authority and bring about justice. 
 
In conclusion, 1 Samuel chapter 5 reminds us of the power and sovereignty of the true God and 
the futility of worshiping false idols. It emphasizes the importance of honoring and revering 
God's presence and the consequences of disrespecting Him. It also highlights God's faithfulness 
and His ability to protect His people and demonstrate His power in the face of adversity. May we 
worship and serve the one true God, humbly approaching Him with reverence and trust, knowing 
that He alone is worthy of our devotion. 
 


