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Men are fragile, and people are emotional 
Judges 14:16  Samson's wife wept in front of her husband and said, "You hate me, you don't 
love me, you tell me riddles to my own people, but you don't tell me your intentions." Samson 
replied, "I have not even sued my father and mother, so how can I sue you?" 
It is often said that a manly man should not show too much emotion or vulnerability, but this 
perception may limit the freedom of men to express their feelings. In fact, everyone has an 
emotional and vulnerable side, and this is not a weakness, but a common human trait. It is 
important to be able to accept and process your emotions, whether you are male or female. 
Sometimes, showing vulnerability isn't a bad thing, because it allows us to connect more 
authentically with others and highlight the humanity and warmth of humanity. 
Chapter 14 of the Book of Scholars describes some of the life stories and events of the Samson. 
The Samson was a judge of Israel who was given special powers by God to help the Israelites 
against the Philistines. 
Samson's life chronicles his disputes and hostilities with the Philistines, as well as some of his 
remarkable features. These events highlight Samson's special place in Israel's history and the 
strength given to him by God, and they also reveal strengths and weaknesses in his personal 
character. Samson shows his vulnerability in the book of Judges, especially when it comes to 
emotions and relationships related to women. Samson was deceived by women on two 
occasions, which shows his weakness and his emotional vulnerability. 
First, Samson fell in love with a Philistine woman. His parents objected to him marrying the 
Philistine woman, but Samson insisted on marrying her. The marriage ended with a wedding 
feast during which Samson proposed a riddle to the guests, but his bride pleaded with her 
compatriots to get the riddle solved, which led to Samson's riddle being guessed and his plans 
ruined. 

https://bibleao.com/
https://youtu.be/RDgZzxO_t8o


Secondly, Samson also met another woman named Delilah. He developed a close relationship 
with Delilah, but she was bribed by the Philistines to try to find out the secret of Samson's 
power. Samson thought that Delilah genuinely loved him, so he told her the secret of his power. 
While Samson was asleep, Delilah shaved off his hair, weakening him, and Samson was 
eventually captured by the Philistines. 
These stories highlight Samson's vulnerability in matters of affection and women. His 
dependence and trust in his feelings led him to expose his weaknesses in these relationships, 
which ultimately led to his loss of God-given power and the fate of being captive. 
There are several references in the Bible to trusting God not in your own strength: 
Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and not in your own understanding, but 
acknowledge him in all your ways, and he will direct your paths." 」 
Isaiah 40:29-31, "He strengthens the weary, and strengthens the weak. Even the young men shall 
be weary and weary, and the strong shall utterly fall: but they that wait on the LORD shall renew 
their strength. They shall rise up like eagles with wings, and they will run without weariness, and 
walk without fainting. 」 
Psalm 20:7: "Some rely on chariots and some on horses, but let us mention the name of the 
LORD our God. 」 
These verses remind us that we have limited strength and abilities, but that relying on God can 
be supported and helped beyond our own capabilities. Learn to humbly rely on God and trust in 
His guidance and grace rather than relying solely on your own wisdom or strength. 
 
We pray together 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us this beautiful life and infinite grace. In the 
journey of our lives, we acknowledge that we sometimes feel helpless and vulnerable. We open 
our hearts to you and seek your strength and guidance. 
Lord, help us to learn to rely on You at all times. When we are confused, frustrated, or powerless, 
allow your grace to fill our hearts and allow your strength to manifest in our weakness. Teach us 
that our trust in your plan is better than ours and that your wisdom is higher than ours. 
Please strengthen our confidence that you are with us no matter what the situation we face. 
Teach us to rely on Your Word and trust Your promises. May we recognize Your love and mercy 
at every step of the way, strengthen our convictions, and make us witnesses of Your love and 
mercy. 
Shape our hearts so that we dare to trust in you, no matter what glory or trial lies ahead. Thank 
you for hearing our prayers and for giving you the strength you need in our time. In the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ I pray, Amen.   
 

Judges Chapter 14 

Ju. 14:1 Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman.  

Ju. 14:2 When he returned, he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in 
Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.”  



Ju. 14:3 His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your relatives or 
among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?” But Samson 
said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.”  

Ju. 14:4 (His parents did not know that this was from the LORD, who  

was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at  

that time they were ruling over Israel.)  

Ju. 14:5 Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached 
the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring towards him.  

Ju. 14:6 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his 
bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what 
he had done.  

Ju. 14:7 Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her.  

Ju. 14:8 Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s 
carcass. In it was a swarm of bees and some honey,  

Ju. 14:9 which he scooped out with his hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his 
parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the 
honey from the lion’s carcass.  

Ju. 14:10 Now his father went down to see the woman. And Samson made a feast there, as was 
customary for bridegrooms.  

Ju. 14:11 When he appeared, he was given thirty companions. Ju. 14:12 “Let me tell you a 
riddle,” Samson said to them. “If you can give me the answer within the seven days of the feast, 
I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes.  

Ju. 14:13 If you can’t tell me the answer, you must give me thirty linen garments and thirty sets 
of clothes.” “Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear it.”  

Ju. 14:14 He replied, “Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet.” 
For three days they could not give the answer.  

Ju. 14:15 On the fourth day, they said to Samson’s wife, “Coax your husband into explaining the 
riddle for us, or we will burn you and your father’s household to death. Did you invite us here to 
rob us?”  

Ju. 14:16 Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him, sobbing, “You hate me! You don’t really 
love me. You’ve given my people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.” “I haven’t even  

explained it to my father or mother,” he replied, “so why should I explain it to you?”  

Ju. 14:17 She cried the whole seven days of the feast. So on the seventh day he finally told her, 
because she continued to press him. She in turn explained the riddle to her people.  



Ju. 14:18 Before sunset on the seventh day the men of the town said to him, “What is sweeter 
than honey? What is stronger than a lion?” Samson said to them, “If you had not ploughed with 
my heifer, you would not have solved my riddle.”  

Ju. 14:19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power. He went down to Ashkelon, 
struck down thirty of their men, stripped them of their belongings and gave their clothes to those 
who had explained the riddle. Burning with anger, he went up to his father’s house.  

Ju. 14:20 And Samson’s wife was given to the friend who had attended him at his wedding.  

  

  

The Book of Judges, Chapter 14 in the Christian Bible talks about Samson's marriage to a 
Philistine woman and the events that followed. Samson, now a young man, went down to 
Timnah, a Philistine town, and saw a woman there whom he desired to marry. Against his 
parents' advice, Samson insisted on marrying her, and they held a wedding feast. During the 
feast, Samson posed a riddle to thirty Philistine companions, promising them thirty changes of 
clothing if they could solve it. The riddle was a challenge to their wit, and the Philistines became 
determined to solve it.  

To do so, they threatened Samson's wife, who eventually coaxed the answer from him. When 
Samson discovered the Philistines' treachery, he became angry and killed thirty Philistines in 
Ashkelon, taking their clothing to fulfill his wager.  

As a result of his actions, Samson's wife was given to one of the companions who had solved the 
riddle, and Samson left her. The chapter ends with Samson's burning anger and his return to his 
father's house.  

The story in Chapter 14 of The Book of Judges highlights Samson's impulsive nature and his 
strength as a deliverer of Israel. It also reveals the ongoing tension and conflict between Israel 
and the Philistines, which would continue throughout Samson's life and the time of the judges.  

  

Here are some key verses from Judges chapter 14:  

1. "Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman." (Judges 14:1) - 
This verse sets the scene for the story of Samson and his marriage to a Philistine woman, which 
becomes a major conflict in the following chapters.  

2. "Then Samson went down to the woman, and he made a feast there, for so the young men 
used to do." (Judges 14:10) - This verse shows Samson's reckless behavior and disregard for his 
Nazirite vow, as he participates in a feast that likely included alcohol and other prohibited 
activities.  



3. "Out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something sweet." 
(Judges 14:14) - This enigmatic riddle is posed by Samson to the Philistines, and its answer 
becomes a source of conflict and violence in the story.  

4. "So the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and struck 
down thirty men of the town and took their spoil and gave the garments to those who had told 
the riddle." (Judges 14:19) - This verse shows Samson's strength and power, which is attributed 
to the Spirit of the Lord, as he carries out a violent act of revenge against the Philistines who 
solved his riddle.  

5. "And his father went down to the woman. And Samson prepared a feast there, for so the 
young men used to do." (Judges 14:10) - This verse is a repetition of verse 10, but with Samson's 
father taking part in the feast, highlighting the complicity of those around Samson in his 
disobedience and rebellion.  

  

Judges chapter 14 provides a reflection on the events surrounding Samson's marriage to a 
Philistine woman and the challenges he faces as a result.  

  

The chapter begins with Samson traveling to Timnah, where he sees a Philistine woman and 
desires to marry her. Despite his parents' objections and their reminder of the Israelites' 
prohibition against intermarriage with foreign nations, Samson insists on pursuing the 
relationship.  

  

As Samson and his parents travel to Timnah for the wedding, he encounters a lion along the way. 
Empowered by the Spirit of the Lord, Samson tears the lion apart with his bare hands. Later, as 
they pass by the same area on their return journey, Samson finds that bees have created honey in 
the carcass of the lion, which he consumes and shares with his parents.  

  

Samson arranges a seven-day feast with the Philistines in Timnah as part of the wedding 
celebrations. During the feast, he poses a riddle to the Philistine guests, promising a reward if 
they can solve it. The Philistines are unable to decipher the riddle, and they pressure Samson's 
bride to extract the answer from him. She succeeds and informs the Philistines, who then 
provide the correct answer to Samson.  

  

Feeling betrayed, Samson becomes furious and goes on a killing spree, taking revenge on thirty 
Philistines to fulfill his obligation for the riddle. He then returns to his parents' house, leaving his 
wife behind.  

  



The reflection in Judges chapter 14 raises several themes and questions for consideration. One 
key aspect to reflect upon is the danger of pursuing personal desires without regard for God's 
commands. Despite being a judge and set apart for God's purposes, Samson is driven by his own 
passions and disregards the warnings against intermarriage with the Philistines. This serves as a 
cautionary tale about the consequences of compromising one's faith for personal desires.  

  

Furthermore, the story highlights Samson's use of his God-given strength for both righteous and 
vengeful purposes. While his victory over the lion demonstrates his empowerment by the Spirit 
of the Lord, his retaliation against the Philistines reveals his hot-tempered and impulsive nature. 
This reflection prompts us to consider the responsible and righteous use of the gifts and abilities 
that God has given us.  

  

Additionally, the chapter underscores the consequences of betrayal and the importance of trust in 
relationships. Samson's bride betrays him by revealing the answer to the riddle, leading to a 
breakdown in their marriage and Samson's violent response. This reflection invites us to reflect 
on the significance of trust, communication, and commitment in our own relationships.  

  

Overall, Judges chapter 14 provides a reflection on the dangers of pursuing personal desires 
without regard for God's commands, the responsible use of God-given gifts and abilities, and the 
consequences of betrayal and lack of trust. It encourages believers to prioritize obedience to 
God's Word, exercise self-control and discernment, and cultivate healthy relationships built on 
trust and mutual commitment.  

  

   

  

 


