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There shall be no other gods before the LORD

Joshua (Chapter 23)

23:11 Be very careful, and love Yahweh your God.

23:12. If you go a little away and have some remaining national ties with you, and get married to
each other,

23:13 Be assured of the word, Yahweh your God will no longer drive them out from your eyes.
but they will become your snares, your sins, your scourges, your thorns in your eyes. until you
perish in this beautiful land of Jehova your God.

There shall be no other gods before the LORD

Absolute faith is a strength, a firm belief that comes from the depths of the heart. It is a devotion
and commitment to the faith, a firm belief in the one true God in the universe.

This sentence is not only an expression of a specific belief, but also a strong statement of belief
as a guide to life. It represents the dedication of one's heart and soul to a belief that is
transcendent and worthy of eternal loyalty. It symbolizes complete commitment to a moral code,
lifestyle, and philosophical idea.

Sticking to faith is not only a firm belief in the depths of the heart, but also a guide to morality
and behavior in life. This belief can shape a person's lifestyle, influencing how they interact with
others and the world. It goes beyond simple beliefs and becomes a way of life that influences
people's choices, behaviors, and values. "There shall be no other god before Jehovah" is not only
a statement of faith, but also a testimony to the vital role that faith plays in shaping lives. It
reminds us to always keep our faith in mind in our lives, and that no matter what challenges we
face, faith will be our strong backing and guide.

1Cor 10:23 All things are possible, but not all things are good; The saying that everything is
possible, but not all of them is human, profoundly guides our choices and actions in life. It
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presents a wisdom that reminds us not to do something just because we can do it, but to think
carefully about whether it benefits us and others.

Life is full of possibilities, and we are faced with a myriad of choices. However, this quote
reminds us that not all choices will benefit us. Sometimes, we can get lost in the so-called
"anything is possible" myth and lose sight of the importance of thoughtfulness. In this passage,
Paul's original intention is to remind people that while some things are lawful, they are not
necessarily good for us. He doesn't directly mention whether there is any harm in worshipping
one more god, but the message of this passage can be applied to faith.

It is often beneficial for faith to focus and concentrate on one God. Polytheistic worship can lead
to fragmentation and confusion of beliefs, making it difficult to focus on one core value or the
teachings of God. Focusing on one God can bring inner stability and deep spiritual connection,
making it easier for people to understand and practice their faith.

In addition, polytheistic worship can also lead to conflict and confusion in beliefs. Deities may
have different teachings and requirements, which can lead to confusion in beliefs and behaviors.
Paul's reference to "all things are possible, but not all things are good" also applies to faith,
teaching us to distinguish between what is good for our growth, development, and happiness and
what is just a waste of time and resources. It emphasizes the importance of rational thinking and
in-depth evaluation. Sometimes, in order to pursue a goal or satisfy our own desires, we may be
attracted to various temptations, but not all temptations will benefit us well.

Therefore, this quote reminds us to think carefully about our choices and consider the possible
consequences of them. It teaches us to make trade-offs when pursuing our goals and enjoying
life, to choose those things that are truly beneficial to us, rather than blindly pursuing all the
possibilities that appear to us.

In our daily lives, we can take guidance from this phrase to be more deliberate in our choice of
course of action, ensuring that our actions and decisions lead to positive effects and benefits for
ourselves and those around us.

There are many passages in the Bible that teach people to trust in Jehovah. Here are some of
them:

Psalm 37:5, Trust in Yahweh and not in your own wisdom, but in all your ways establish Him,
and He will direct your paths. |

Psalm 62:8: "O people, trust in Him at all times, and pour out your hearts before Him; God is our
refuge.

Proverbs 3:5-6, "Trust in Yahweh with all your heart, and not in your own wisdom, but in all
your ways establish Him, and He will direct your paths." |

Isaiah 26:4, "Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord is the everlasting Rock." |

These verses emphasize trust and dependence on God. They teach people to put their faith and
reliance on God and trust in His guidance and help when facing life's challenges and difficulties.
This confidence and reliance is based on faith in God's kindness, wisdom, and ability to find
peace and guidance in all circumstances.

Together we pray,
As we gather together, lift up our hearts and come down among us. Thank you for giving us life
and wisdom to lead us to light and truth. In your bosom, we seek true guidance and strength.



Help us to remain steadfast in our faith and not to be distracted or deceived by the outside world.
May our hearts be focused on your truth and lovingkindness, away from any form of superstition
and the temptation of idolatry.

Pray that the Lord will give us wisdom and courage so that we can discern truth from falsehood
and hold fast to our faith. Let Your Love and Mercy fill our hearts so that we can worship You
with pure hearts and complete faith.

Thank you for hearing our prayers and for giving us peace and strength to guide us on the right
path. In the name of Jesus Christ I pray, Amen.

Joshua chapter 23

Jo. 23:1 After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies
around them, Joshua, by then old and well advanced in years,

Jo. 23:2 summoned all Israel — their elders, leaders, judges and officials — and said to them: “I
am old and well advanced in years.

Jo. 23:3 You yourselves have seen everything the LORD your God has done to all these nations
for your sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for you.

Jo. 23:4 Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the
nations that remain — the nations I conquered — between the Jordan and the Great Sea in the
west.

Jo. 23:5 The LORD your God himself will drive them out of your way. He will push them out
before you, and you will take possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you.

Jo. 23:6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses,
without turning aside to the right or to the left.

Jo. 23:7 Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of
their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them.

Jo. 23:8 But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now.
Jo. 23:9 “The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful

nations; to this day no-one has been able to withstand you. Jo. 23:10 One of you routs a
thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he promised.

Jo. 23:11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God.

Jo. 23:12 “But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that
remain among you and if you intermarry

with them and associate with them,



Jo. 23:13 then you may be sure that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations
before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns
in your eyes, until you perish from this good land, which the LORD your God has given you.

Jo. 23:14 “Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know

with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you
has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.

Jo. 23:15 But just as every good promise of the LORD your God has come true, so the LORD
will bring on you all the evil he has threatened, until he has destroyed you from this good land
he has given you.

Jo. 23:16 If you violate the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go
and serve other gods and bow down to them, the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and you
will quickly perish from the good land he has given you.”

Chapter 23 consists of Joshua's final address to the leaders and elders of Israel. In his speech,
Joshua reminds them of God's faithfulness to his promises and of the victories that the Israelites
have won with God's help. He exhorts them to continue to follow God's commands and to love
and serve him with all their hearts and souls.

Joshua warns the Israelites not to make alliances or intermarry with the remaining Canaanite
nations, but to remain separate and distinct as God's chosen people. He also cautions them that if
they turn away from God and worship other gods, they will be punished and suffer the
consequences.

Finally, Joshua encourages the Israelites to be strong and courageous, and to trust in God's
protection and guidance as they continue to live in the land that God has given them.

Overall, Chapter 23 serves as a reminder of the importance of remaining faithful to God and of
the consequences of turning away from him. It also emphasizes the need for the Israelites to
remain separate and distinct as God's chosen people, and to continue to trust in God's protection
and guidance in their daily lives.

Joshua 23 contains Joshua's farewell address to the Israclites before his death, and he
emphasizes the importance of obeying God and keeping His commands as they settle in the
Promised Land.

Some important verses from Joshua 23 in the Christian Bible include:

. "Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses,
without turning aside to the right or to the left." (Joshua 23:6)



. "But as surely as the Lord your God has given you the good things he promised you, he
will also bring disaster on you if you disobey him. He will not leave you until he has destroyed
you." (Joshua 23:15-16)

. "Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and soul
that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed. Every promise has
been fulfilled; not one has failed." (Joshua 23:14) These verses emphasize the importance of
obedience to God's commands, the consequences of disobedience, and God's faithfulness in
keeping His promises to His people.

In Joshua chapter 23, we encounter Joshua's farewell address to the leaders and people of Israel.
This chapter provides us with insights into the importance of faithfulness, obedience to God's
commands, and the faithfulness of God.

One of the central themes in this chapter is the call to faithfulness. Joshua reminds the people of
Israel of all that God has done for them, emphasizing His faithfulness in fulfilling His promises
and driving out their enemies from the land. He encourages them to remain faithful to God, to
love Him, and to walk in His ways. This highlights the importance of unwavering commitment
and loyalty to God in our own lives. It prompts us to reflect on God's faithfulness throughout
history and in our personal experiences, inspiring us to remain faithful to Him in all
circumstances.

The chapter also emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commands. Joshua reminds
the people of the covenant they made with God and urges them to keep His commandments, not
turning aside to worship other gods or intermarrying with the inhabitants of the land. He warns
them of the consequences of disobedience and encourages them to choose obedience and loyalty
to God. This reminds us of the significance of obedience in our relationship with God. It
prompts us to prioritize His commands, to avoid compromise with the values and practices of
the world, and to live lives that are pleasing to Him.

Furthermore, the chapter highlights the faithfulness of God. Joshua testifies to the faithfulness of
God in fulfilling His promises and driving out their enemies. He assures the people that God will
continue to be with them as long as they remain faithful and obedient. This serves as a powerful
reminder of God's faithfulness in our own lives. It reassures us that He is always present,
guiding and protecting us, and that He will fulfill His promises to us as we trust and obey Him.

In reflection, Joshua chapter 23 teaches us several important lessons. It emphasizes the call to
faithfulness, urging us to remain steadfast in our commitment to God. It underscores the



importance of obedience to God's commands, prompting us to prioritize His will and avoid
compromise with worldly influences. It also reminds us of the faithfulness of God, encouraging
us to trust in His presence, guidance, and the fulfillment of His promises.

Moreover, the chapter challenges us to examine our own faithfulness and obedience. It prompts
us to evaluate our commitment to God, our willingness to follow His commands, and our trust in
His faithfulness.

Overall, Joshua chapter 23 teaches us about faithfulness, obedience, and the faithfulness of God.
By reflecting on these lessons, we can strive to remain faithful and obedient to God, trusting in
His faithfulness and relying on His guidance in our lives.



