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God is going with you to fight against your enemies
Deuteronomy chapter 20

20:3 .... today you are going into battle against your enemies. Do not be faint-hearted or afraid;
do not be terrified or give way to panic before them.

20:4 For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies
to give you victory.”

"God is with you to fight against the enemy for you" - this is an inspiring declaration of infinite
courage and hope. In life, we all face all kinds of challenges and difficulties, and sometimes it
seems that enemies are waiting for us around every corner. However, this quote reminds us that
no matter how difficult it may be, we are not alone because God will walk with us and fight for
our interests.

In this manifesto, there are several key elements worth noting:

Faith: This phrase expresses faith in God. Regardless of an individual's religious background,
faith can give people strength and hope. Trusting God to walk with you and fight for you can be
a source of strength to overcome adversity.

Truth: The phrase "worn-out against the enemy" in this phrase means that we must face life's
challenges and difficulties head-on. It is not advisable to run away or avoid problems. We need to
be brave enough to face adversity and believe that we can overcome everything.

Hope: These words in the manifesto also symbolize hope. No matter how big the setbacks, we
can trust that there is a force that will guide us to success. This belief and hope can motivate us to
persevere and not give up.


https://youtu.be/7dl3m6nwL0s

Community: The "you" mentioned in this sentence also underscores the importance of unity and
working together. Not only can we trust in God's power, but we can also trust in each other's
support and cooperation.

"God is with you to fight against the enemy for you" is an inspiring declaration that reminds us
to move forward in life, to be full of faith and hope, and to work together with the community to
overcome all odds. The meaning of this phrase transcends religious beliefs, it represents the
common desire of humanity to find strength and hope in the midst of difficult situations.

This quote comes from a passage in the book of Exodus, specifically in Exodus 14:14. This is the
story of Moses leading the Israelites across the Red Sea, a phrase that emphasizes God's help and
support and encourages the Israelites to move forward in the face of the Egyptian army. Here are
the full scriptures for Exodus 14:14 (NIV):

"The Lord will fight for you: be silent and be silent.”

The Bible includes many verses that speak of God's help, protection, and victory over the enemy
in human life. These verses usually cover themes of faith, courage, and hope.

Here are some similar Bible passages that emphasize God's help and support:

Isaiah 41:10 (NIV): "Do not be afraid, for I am with you, and do not be dismayed, for I am your
God." I will strengthen you, I will help you, and I will sustain you with my righteous right
hand. |

Deuteronomy 31:6 (NIV): "Be strong and courageous, and do not be afraid, nor be afraid of
them, for the LORD your God is with you, and he will neither leave you nor forsake you." |

Psalm 46:1 (NIV): "God is our refuge, our strength, our ever-present help in times of trouble. |

These verses emphasize God's presence and His protection of believers, encouraging people to
trust in His strength in the face of difficulties and enemies.

Christians may respond differently to such declarations, depending on their beliefs and personal
interpretations. Here are some possible ways to respond:

Faith and Dependence: This declaration expresses faith and dependence on God, and Christians
may see this phrase as a reminder to trust God for guidance and protection, especially in the face
of difficulties and enemies. They may seek God's wisdom and strength and trust that God will
help them in their time of need.

Courage and hope: Christians may take this phrase as an encouragement to keep their courage
and hope in the face of life's challenges. Faith can be a source of strength for them to overcome
difficulties and make them believe that there is a supporting force that surpasses themselves.

Prayer and action: Christians may respond to this by seeking God's guidance and protection
through prayer, while also taking practical action to deal with difficulties and enemies. They may
see this quote as a reminder to not only trust God but also to actively participate in life's
challenges.



Christians respond by incorporating elements of faith, dependence, courage, hope, prayer, action,
community, and cooperation into their lives to cope with difficulties and enemies.

We pray

Dear Heavenly Father, we humbly come to you at this time to pray for our Christian brothers and
sisters. We thank you for bringing them faith so that they can build a deep relationship with you.

Give them wisdom so that they can discern right from wrong and follow your path in their daily
lives. Help them find strength in their journey of faith and remain steadfast.

Give them peace and let them know that you will always be with them, even in the face of
difficulties and enemies. Let them find refuge and strength in their faith.

Protect them from danger and malice. Help them share your love and truth in their community as
a witness of light and salt.

Strengthen their faith so that they can draw closer to you every day and understand your plan and
love more deeply. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Deuteronomy chapter 20

De. 20:1 When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and

chariots and an army greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the LORD your God,
who brought you up out of Egypt, will be with you.

De. 20:2 When you are about to go into battle, the priest shall come forward and address the
army.

De. 20:3 He shall say: “Hear, O Israel, today you are going into battl e against your enemies. Do
not be faint-hearted or afraid; do not be terrified or give way to panic before them.

De. 20:4 For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your
enemies to give you victory.”

De. 20:5 The officers shall say to the army: “Has anyone built a new house and not dedicated it?
Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else may dedicate it.

De. 20:6 Has anyone planted a vineyard and not begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may
die in battle and someone else enjoy it.

De. 20:7 Has anyone become pledged to a woman and not married her? Let him go home, or he
may die in battle and someone else marry her.”

De. 20:8 Then the officers shall add, “Is any man afraid or faint hearted? Let him go home so that
his brothers will not become disheartened too.”

De. 20:9 When the officers have finished speaking to the army, they shall appoint commanders
over it.

De. 20:10 When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer of peace.

De. 20:11 If they accept and open their gates, all the people in it shall be subject to forced labour
and shall work for you.



De. 20:12 If they refuse to make peace and they engage you in battle, lay siege to that city.

De. 20:13 When the LORD your God delivers it into your hand, put to the sword all the men in
it.

De. 20:14 As for the women, the children, the livestock and everything else in the city, you may
take these as plunder for yourselves. And you may use the plunder the LORD your God gives
you from your enemies.

De. 20:15 This is how you are to treat all the cities that are at a distance from you and do not
belong to the nations nearby.

De. 20:16 However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is

giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes.

De. 20:17 Completely destroy them — the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites — as the LORD your God has commanded you.

De. 20:18 Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the detestable things they do in
worshipping their gods, and you will sin against the LORD your God.

De. 20:19 When you lay siege to a city for a long time, fighting against

it to capture it, do not destroy its trees by putting an axe to them, because you can eat their fruit.
Do not cut them down. Are the trees of the field people, that you should besiege them?

De. 20:20 However, you may cut down trees that you know are not fruit trees and use them to
build siege works until the city at war with you falls.

Chapter 20 begins with Moses giving instructions for going to war. If the Israelites go to war
against their enemies and the enemy army is larger, they should not be afraid, for God is with
them. The priests are to speak to the army and encourage them, telling them that God is fighting
for them.

Moses also outlines some exceptions for those who are exempt from military service, such as
those who have recently built a house, planted a vineyard, or become engaged to be married.
Such individuals are to be excused from military duty, so they can take care of their personal
affairs.

If the Israelites lay siege to a city, they are to offer the city terms of peace before attacking. If the
city agrees to surrender, the Israelites are to spare the lives of the people and take them as slaves.
However, if the city refuses to surrender, the Israelites are to destroy it completely.

Moses also sets out rules for dealing with cities that are outside of the Promised Land. If the
Israelites come across a city in their travels and it is not part of the land God has promised them,
they are to offer the city terms of peace. If the city agrees, the Israelites are to take the people as
slaves. If the city refuses, they are to attack and kill all the men, but they can take the women,
children, and livestock as plunder.

Overall, Chapter 20 gives instructions for warfare and outlines some of the exceptions and rules
of engagement for the Israelite army. It emphasizes the importance of trusting in God's protection
and the need to offer peace before attacking a city.

Here are some key verses from Chapter 20 of the Book of Deuteronomy in the Christian Bible:

1. "When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army
greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the Lord your God, who brought you up out
of Egypt, will be with you." (Deuteronomy 20:1)



2. "The officers shall say to the army: 'Has anyone built a new house and not yet begun to
live in it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else may begin to live in it.""
(Deuteronomy 20:5-6)

3. "When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer of peace. If they accept and
open their gates, all the people in it shall be subject to forced labor and shall work for you."
(Deuteronomy 20:10-11)

4. "However, in the cities of the nations the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance,
do not leave alive anything that breathes." (Deuteronomy 20:16) These verses deal with
regulations pertaining to warfare and military conquest. The chapter begins with instructions on
how to conduct a war, reminding the Israelites that God is with them and will help them to
triumph. It then outlines exemptions from military service, such as for those who have recently
built a new house, planted a vineyard, or become engaged to be married. The chapter also
emphasizes the importance of making offers of peace to cities and nations before attacking them,
and the treatment of captured enemies. Finally, it discusses the conquest of the nations that
inhabit the Promised Land, instructing the Israelites to completely destroy these nations and not
leave anyone alive. Overall, the chapter stresses the importance of seeking God's guidance and
relying on Him in times of conflict

Chapter 20 of the Book of Deuteronomy deals with regulations for warfare and the conduct of
the Israelite army. Here is a reflection on some key themes and lessons from this chapter:

Trusting in God's Presence: Moses assures the Israelites that when they go into battle against
their enemies, they should not be afraid because the Lord their God is with them. This highlights
the importance of trusting in God's presence and provision in times of conflict and adversity. It
reminds us that we can find courage and strength in God, knowing that He is with us in every
situation we face.

Appointing a Priest: Moses instructs the Israelites to appoint a priest to address the soldiers
before going to battle. The priest encourages the soldiers, reminding them of God's presence and
urging them not to lose heart. This underscores the spiritual aspect of warfare and the need for
encouragement and spiritual leadership in times of conflict. It reminds us of the significance of
seeking spiritual guidance and finding strength in God's Word before engaging in any battles we
face.

Eligibility for Exemption: Moses outlines certain exemptions from military service, such as those
who have built a new house, planted a vineyard, or become engaged but not yet married. This
demonstrates the importance of considering personal responsibilities and commitments when
engaging in warfare. It prompts us to be mindful of our obligations and to fulfill them faithfully,
balancing our duties in different areas of life.

Conduct in Warfare: Moses provides guidelines for the conduct of the Israelite army in battle. He
encourages them to offer peace terms to cities outside the Promised Land before engaging in war.
However, if a city refuses peace, they are permitted to besiege it and take it by force. This
highlights the importance of seeking peace whenever possible, but also recognizing the need for
defensive measures and protecting the people of God.



Preservation of Life: Moses emphasizes the preservation of life during warfare. He instructs the
Israelites not to destroy fruit-bearing trees, as they are a source of sustenance. This demonstrates
the value of respecting life and resources, even in the midst of conflict. It reminds us of the
importance of treating all individuals with dignity and considering the consequences of our
actions on both human life and the environment.

Trusting God's Sovereignty: Moses reminds the Israelites that when they go to war, they should
not engage in fear-driven actions or be discouraged by the size and strength of their enemies.
Instead, they should remember the previous victories God has given them and trust in His
sovereign power. This calls us to rely on God's strength and faithfulness, knowing that He is the
ultimate source of victory in our battles, whether physical or spiritual.

In summary, Deuteronomy 20 prompts reflection on the themes of trusting in God's presence,
seeking spiritual guidance, fulfilling personal responsibilities, conducting warfare with integrity,
preserving life, and trusting in God's sovereignty. These reflections remind us to rely on God's
strength and guidance in times of conflict, to balance our commitments and responsibilities, to
engage in warfare with integrity and compassion, and to trust in God's ultimate control over the
outcome. They also prompt us to consider the broader implications of our actions on both human
life and the world around us.



