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Be wary of the consequences of turning away from God: 
Deuteronomy chapter 29 
29:20  God will not forgive him, and God's anger and indignation will be directed against him, 
and he will come out like smoke and put all the curses that are written in this book upon him, 
and God will blot out his name from the heavens. 
 
Turning away from God can have far-reaching and varied consequences that span religious, 
social, and personal levels. Religiously, it can lead to a broken relationship with the Divine, 
leaving the individual feeling disconnected from the universe and deprived of spiritual guidance 
and support. This separation can lead to a sense of inner emptiness and spiritual disorientation, 
leaving one feeling helpless and alone. 
On a societal level, turning away from God can lead to a lack of moral values. Religion teaches 
us how to treat others and how to develop the right moral values. Departing from these values 
can lead to disregard for others, selfishness and moral slippage, affecting social harmony and 
fairness. 
On a personal level, turning away from God can lead to mental insecurity and struggle. Religious 
beliefs often provide comfort and guidance to the heart, and deviating from such beliefs can lead 
to loss of support, leading to emotional instability and loss of meaning in life. 
Moral and ethical dilemmas: For many people, belief systems are the foundation of moral and 
ethical ideas. Turning away from God can cause them to feel shaken about their moral and 
ethical foundations, unsure of how to define good and evil, and right and wrong. 
Social and cultural isolation: In some communities or cultures, faith is an important part of social 
and cultural identity. Turning away from God can lead to personal exclusion or social 
segregation because they are at odds with mainstream beliefs. 
Psychological Distress and Internal Conflict: Some people may be troubled by inner conflict 
because they once believed in God but are now working against it. This can trigger anxiety, 
depression, or other mental health issues. 
The Bible teaches that turning away from God can lead to a range of consequences: 

https://youtu.be/ot7diw00aNA


Eternal Separation: The Christian faith teaches that turning away from God means eternal 
separation from God and losing salvation and eternal life in Christ. This is known in Christianity 
as "eternal destruction," that is, eternal separation from God. 
Sin and Consequences: The Bible teaches that humanity fell from the original sin of Adam and 
Eve and that turning away from God is a manifestation of sin. Therefore, turning away from God 
can have sinful consequences, not only for the individual but also for the society around them. 
Spiritual emptiness and loneliness: Christians trust God as the guide and support in their lives. 
Turning away from God can lead to a sense of inner emptiness and loneliness due to the loss of 
intimacy with God. 
Judgment and the Hereafter: The Bible speaks of the Last Judgment, where believers will be 
judged before God. Turning away from God affects eternal destiny in the afterlife, and according 
to Christian doctrine, it may mean eternal separation from God. 
However, Christianity also emphasizes God's forgiveness and redemption, believing that one can 
receive God's forgiveness and regeneration whenever a person sincerely repents and accepts 
Christ's redemption. So, despite the possible consequences of turning away from God, 
Christianity also encourages people to seek repentance and return to God's embrace. 
There are many references to the possible consequences of turning away from God in the Bible, 
and here are some of them: 
Romans 6:23 (New Testament): "For the wages of sin is death; But the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. This passage emphasizes that the cost of sin is death, and that God's 
grace is the giving of eternal life through Christ. 
Galatians 6:7 (New Testament): "If a man does not deceive himself, by what seed he sows, he 
will reap." This passage points out that the fruit of works is consistent with the seed sown, 
implying that turning away from God can lead to bad results. 
Psalm 78:10-11: "They did not keep God's covenant and would not walk in his law. but they 
forgot what he had done, and the day when he revealed them wonders. This passage mentions 
that people have forgotten God's laws and miracles, implying that turning away from God can 
lead to forgetfulness and disobedience to God. 
Jeremiah 2:19: "Your own wickedness will punish you; and thou shalt rebuke thy backsliding. 
By this we know that forsaken the LORD thy God, and do not fear me in thy heart, is evil and 
bitter fruit. This passage makes it clear that turning away from God will lead to one's own evil 
punishing oneself and bringing bitter consequences. 
These verses provide some of the Bible's insights into the possible consequences of turning away 
from God, but they also reiterate the message that repentance and returning to God can lead to 
forgiveness and regeneration. God's forgiveness and redemption is an important theme in 
Christian doctrine, and people can return to God's embrace through sincere repentance at any 
time 
 
We pray 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
In your love and mercy, we pray for those who feel lost and lost. May your comfort come to their 
hearts and make them feel your endless love and care. In their loneliness and confusion, please 
grant them peace and strength in their hearts. 



Guide them out of their predicament and find inner peace and guidance. Whether they are lost in 
faith, morality, or emotion, give them wisdom and inspiration to rediscover their direction and 
confidence. 
May your love warm their hearts and let them know that your love is still there for them even in 
the darkest of moments. Open their hearts to your forgiveness and care, and let them feel the 
strength of your walk with them again. 
We pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen. 
 
 

Deuteronomy chapter 29  

De. 29:1 These are the terms of the covenant the LORD commanded Moses to make with the 
Israelites in Moab, in addition to the covenant he had made with them at Horeb.  
De. 29:2 Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: Your eyes have seen all that the 
LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to all his land.  
De. 29:3 With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those miraculous signs and great 
wonders.  
De. 29:4 But to this day the LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or 
ears that hear.  
De. 29:5 During the forty years that I led you through the desert, your clothes did not wear out, 
nor did the sandals on your feet. De. 29:6 You ate no bread and drank no wine or other fermented 
drink. I did this so that you might know that I am the LORD your God.  
De. 29:7 When you reached this place, Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan came out 
to fight against us, but we defeated them.  
De. 29:8 We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh.  
De. 29:9 Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so that you may prosper in everything you 
do.  
De. 29:10 All of you are standing today in the presence of the LORD your God — your leaders 
and chief men, your elders and  
officials, and all the other men of Israel,  
De. 29:11 together with your children and your wives, and the aliens living in your camps who 
chop your wood and carry your water.  
De. 29:12 You are standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, a 
covenant the LORD is making with  
you this day and sealing with an oath,  
De. 29:13 to confirm you this day as his people, that he may be your God as he promised you 
and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
De. 29:14 I am making this covenant, with its oath, not only with you De. 29:15 who are 
standing here with us today in the presence of the LORD our God but also with those who are 
not here today. De. 29:16 You yourselves know how we lived in Egypt and how we passed 
through the countries on the way here.  
De. 29:17 You saw among them their detestable images and idols of wood and stone, of silver 
and gold.  



De. 29:18 Make sure there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today whose heart turns 
away from the LORD our God to go and worship the gods of those nations; make sure there is no 
root among you that produces such bitter poison.  
De. 29:19 When such a person hears the words of this oath, he invokes  
a blessing on himself and therefore thinks, “I will be safe, even though I persist in going my own 
way.” This will bring disaster on the watered land as well as the dry.  
De. 29:20 The LORD will never be willing to forgive him; his wrath and zeal will burn against 
that man. All the curses written in this book will fall upon him, and the LORD will blot out his 
name from under heaven.  
De. 29:21 The LORD will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for disaster, according to all 
the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law.  
De. 29:22 Your children who follow you in later generations and foreigners who come from 
distant lands will see the calamities that have fallen on the land and the diseases with which the 
LORD has afflicted it.  
De. 29:23 The whole land will be a burning waste of salt and sulphur — nothing planted, nothing 
sprouting, no vegetation growing on it. It will be like the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Admah and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in fierce anger.  
De. 29:24 All the nations will ask: “Why has the LORD done this to this land? Why this fierce, 
burning anger?”  
De. 29:25 And the answer will be: “It is because this people abandoned the covenant of the 
LORD, the God of their fathers, the covenant he made with them when he brought them out of 
Egypt.  
De. 29:26 They went off and worshipped other gods and bowed down  
to them, gods they did not know, gods he had not given them.  
De. 29:27 Therefore the LORD’s anger burned against this land, so that he brought on it all the 
curses written in this book.  
De. 29:28 In furious anger and in great wrath the LORD uprooted them from their land and 
thrust them into another land, as it is now.”  
De. 29:29 The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us 
and to our children for ever, that we may follow all the words of this law.  
  
  
Chapter 29 begins with Moses addressing the Israelites and reminding them of the covenant that 
they made with God at Mount Sinai. He reminds them of the miraculous events that led to their 
freedom from Egypt and of the many blessings that God has bestowed upon them since then. He 
also reminds them of the consequences of disobedience, which were outlined in the previous 
chapter.  
Moses then explains that the covenant they made with God is not just for their generation, but 
also for future generations. He urges the people to remain faithful to God and to obey His 
commands, so that they may continue to receive His blessings and avoid His curses. Moses then 
describes the consequences of disobedience in more detail, warning that those who turn away 
from God and worship other gods will face destruction and exile. He urges the people to choose 
life and to remain faithful to God, so that they may live long in the land that He has given them.  



The chapter ends with a solemn ceremony in which the people renew their covenant with God. 
They declare their commitment to obey His commands and to worship Him alone, and they 
affirm their status as His chosen people.  
  
Here are some key verses from Deuteronomy chapter 29:  
1. "These are the words of the covenant that the Lord commanded Moses to make with the 
Israelites in the land of Moab, in addition to the covenant he had made with them at Horeb." 
(Deuteronomy 29:1)  
2. "You have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh 
and to all his servants and to all his land, the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, and those 
great wonders." (Deuteronomy 29:2-3)  
3. "But to this day the Lord has not given you a mind to understand, or eyes to see, or ears 
to hear." (Deuteronomy 29:4)  
4. "Know therefore today that he who goes over before you as a consuming fire is the Lord 
your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them out and 
make them perish quickly, as the Lord has promised you." (Deuteronomy 29:6)  
5. "You are standing today, all of you, before the Lord your God: the heads of your tribes, 
your elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, your little ones, your wives, and the 
sojourner who is in your camp, from the one who chops your wood to the one who draws your 
water." (Deuteronomy 29:10-11)  
6. "The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to 
us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law." (Deuteronomy 29:29)  
Overall, Chapter 29 emphasizes the importance of remaining faithful to God and obeying His 
commands. It also underscores the consequences of disobedience and the need to renew one's 
commitment to God on a regular basis. The chapter serves as a reminder of the covenant 
relationship between God and the Israelites, and of the blessings and curses that are associated 
with that relationship.  
  
Chapter 29 of the Book of Deuteronomy focuses on the renewal of the covenant between God 
and the Israelites as they prepare to enter the promised land. Here is a reflection on some key 
themes and lessons from this chapter:  
  
Remembering God's Faithfulness: Moses reminds the Israelites of all the ways in which God has 
led them and provided for them during their wilderness journey. He emphasizes that it was God's 
faithfulness and power that sustained them and brought them to the brink of entering the 
promised land. This prompts us to reflect on God's faithfulness in our own lives, remembering 
how He has guided, protected, and provided for us throughout our journey. It encourages us to 
have confidence in His continued faithfulness as we face new challenges and enter new seasons.  
  
Covenant Commitment: Moses reminds the Israelites that the covenant they are entering into 
with God is not only with those present but also with future generations. He emphasizes the 
importance of passing on the knowledge of God's commandments and the covenant to their 
children and descendants. This highlights the significance of generational continuity and the 



responsibility to teach and model faithfulness to future generations. It prompts us to consider our 
own commitment to passing on the faith and teaching the next generation about God's ways.  
  
Warning Against Apostasy: Moses warns the Israelites about the dangers of turning away from 
God and pursuing idolatry and disobedience. He emphasizes that such actions will bring curses 
and destruction upon the people. This serves as a cautionary reminder of the consequences of 
straying from God's covenant and pursuing other gods. It prompts us to guard against the 
influences that can lead us astray and to remain faithful to God's commandments, knowing that 
true fulfillment and blessings come from following Him alone.  
  
God's Unconditional Love and Mercy: Despite the warnings of consequences for disobedience, 
Moses also highlights God's unfailing love and mercy. He assures the Israelites that even if they 
do stray from the covenant, and the curses come upon them, God will not abandon them 
completely. He will remember His covenant and eventually restore them. This reveals the 
compassionate and forgiving nature of God, who remains faithful even when His people falter. It 
prompts us to rely on God's grace and mercy, knowing that even in times of failure, He is always 
ready to forgive and restore us when we turn back to Him.  
  
Invitation to Choose Life: Moses concludes the chapter by presenting the Israelites with a choice. 
He urges them to choose life by loving and obeying God, rather than choosing death and 
destruction by turning away from Him. This highlights the freedom and responsibility given to 
humanity to make choices that impact their own destiny. It prompts us to consider the choices we 
make in our own lives, encouraging us to choose life by wholeheartedly loving and obeying God.  
  
In summary, Deuteronomy 29 prompts reflection on the themes of remembering God's 
faithfulness, covenant commitment, warning against apostasy, God's unconditional love and 
mercy, and the invitation to choose life. These reflections call us to remember and acknowledge 
God's faithfulness in our lives, to pass on our faith to future generations, to guard against the 
dangers of turning away from God, and to choose life by remaining faithful and obedient to Him. 
They remind us of the unchanging nature of God's love and mercy and the importance of making 
intentional choices that align with His will.  
  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


