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Do not tempt the Lord your God 

Deuteronomy chapter 6 

6:16 Do not tempt the Lord your God, as you did in Marsa. "Thou shalt not tempt your God"  

This quote comes from the Bible and is an ancient warning often used to remind us to treat God 
with humility and respect. There is a profound meaning behind this sentence, let's explore it 
together. 

First, the phrase emphasizes the concepts of piety and reverence. We cannot fully understand 
God's mysteries, and His plans and intentions are far beyond our limited understanding. 
Therefore, we should be careful not to improperly test or question God's intentions. We should 
approach God with humility, knowing that our wisdom and knowledge are limited. 

Second, this quote reminds us to avoid making unreasonable demands on God. Sometimes, we 
may expect God to show specific signs or miracles in our lives because of our own difficulties or 
desires. However, we should understand that God's plan is beyond our personal interests, and that 
He is not our servant, but our Creator. 

Finally, "Do not tempt your God" also reminds us to be humble in our faith. God's authority 
should not be challenged in an inappropriate way or treated with disrespect. We should honor 
God's holiness and follow His morals and values. 

Overall, Do not tempt your God is an important reminder to teach us humility, fear, and respect 
for God. We should be humble in our faith and understand that our limited wisdom and 
knowledge cannot fully understand the mysteries of God. This humility helps us build deeper, 
more genuine spiritual relationships. 

https://youtu.be/UlkgvNO9fgU


When we make a request or take an action in the hope of God's manifestation or intervention, if 
we combine it with an inappropriate mindset or motive, we may be tempting God. Here are some 
examples: 

Asking God to prove one's existence: If a person, out of doubt or belief in God's existence, 
deliberately makes unreasonable conditions that if God really exists, he should prove it to him in 
a certain way, such an attitude may be seen as a temptation to God. 

Asking for more of God's grace: When a person, after receiving God's grace or help, asks for 
more benefits than thanksgiving, this may be seen as a temptation to God. For example, a person 
who receives a wish immediately makes more and greater demands, not satisfied with the favor 
God has already given. 

Challenging God's Authority and Wisdom: When a person is faced with a difficult situation, 
deliberately challenging God's wisdom or authority to test whether his decisions are correct, such 
behavior may also be seen as testing God. 

Intentional Disobedience to God's Teaching: When a person deliberately disobeys God's teaching 
and then expects no consequences or punishment, this behavior can also be seen as a temptation 
to God. Demand more than necessary: When a person asks for more than they need in prayer, or 
asks God to satisfy their private desires, this may be seen as a temptation to God. For example, a 
person prays for greater wealth than he needs, without true gratitude or sharing. 

Challenging God's Promises: When a person deliberately engages in risky or dangerous behavior 
in the expectation of God's help in a time of crisis, it may also be seen as a temptation to God. 
Such behavior ignores personal responsibility and reason, and relies on God's intervention. 

Doubting God's Existence: When a person doubts God's existence or His power in a cynical or 
sarcastic way, this can also be seen as a temptation of God. Such an attitude reflects a disrespect 
and distrust of God. 

Willful Neglect of God's Instructions: When a person knowingly knows God's teachings but 
deliberately acts the opposite, this can also be seen as a temptation to God. This shows disrespect 
for God's authority and contempt for God's will. 

In short, when we interact with God, we should maintain a humble and reverent attitude rather 
than approach Him with a tentative mind. We should respect God's authority and strive to follow 
His teachings in order to build a sincere, pure spiritual relationship. 

In the Bible, there are several passages that mention stories about tempting God. These include: 

Exodus 17:2: Shortly after the Israelites came out of Egypt, they felt thirsty in the wilderness and 
complained to Moses about their lack of water to drink. They even questioned, "Is Jehovah 
here?" which can be seen as a temptation to God. 

Psalm 78:18: This psalm mentions the actions of the Israelites in the wilderness, and they tested 
God with their words and deeds. In this passage, they ask God for meat and doubt God's 
provision, which is described as an act of tempting God. 



Matthew 4:7: Satan is described here trying to seduce Jesus Christ, to which Jesus responds 
when Satan quotes the Bible, "Do not tempt the Lord your God." The idea of testing God is 
mentioned here. 

The stories in these verses remind us to respect God's will and not to tempt Him with 
inappropriate mindsets or motives. They also emphasize the importance of faith and trust in God. 

Isaiah 7:12 reads, "Ahaz said, 'I do not ask for it, I do not tempt the Lord. In this passage, Ahaz, 
king of Israel, is threatened and the prophet Isaiah advises him to ask God for help, but Ahaz 
refuses, saying that he does not want to test the Lord. 

A subsequent development of this passage is that Isaiah conveyed God's message to Ahaz, 
encouraging him to trust God. Later, instead of following God's guidance, Ahaz sought other 
help, which led to a series of problems and difficulties. 

Therefore, the phrase "God who tempts you" in this passage reminds us that when we face 
difficulties and challenges, we should trust God and follow His will, rather than taking our own 
ways or trying to avoid His guidance. If we do not respect God's will, it can lead to bad 
consequences. This passage emphasizes the importance of trust, obedience, and dependence on 
God. 

 

Together we pray: 

Heavenly Father, we humbly kneel before you and thank you for your mercy and grace in our 
lives. Give us the confidence to always trust in Your will, no matter what challenges or 
difficulties we face. Give us the wisdom and strength to stand by what we believe in you in this 
challenging world. 

Preserve Christians everywhere so that they can keep their faith in you in the face of adversity. 
Strengthen their courage so that they can unwaveringly proclaim your gospel and serve others 
with love. Heal those persecuted or oppressed in their faith and give them strength and courage. 

Give us the wisdom to think and act, so that we can be strong pillars of our bodies and build 
confidence in our care and help for one another. Guide us in our steps so that our actions and 
words honor your name. 

Finally, let us always remember your grace and love so that we can face everything with 
gratitude and humility. Pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.. 

 

Deuteronomy chapter 6 

De. 6:1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you 
to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess,  



De. 6:2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as 
long as you live by keeping all  

his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life.  

De. 6:3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may 
increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your 
fathers, promised you.  

De. 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. De. 6:5 Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  

De. 6:6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  

De. 6:7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  

De. 6:8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  

De. 6:9 Write them on the door-frames of your houses and on your gates.  

De. 6:10 When the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you — a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 
De. 6:11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, 
and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant — then when you eat and are satisfied,  

De. 6:12 be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery.  

De. 6:13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name.  

De. 6:14 Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you;  

De. 6:15 for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn 
against you, and he will destroy you from the face of the land.  

De. 6:16 Do not test the LORD your God as you did at Massah. De. 6:17 Be sure to keep the 
commands of the LORD your God and the stipulations and decrees he has given you.  

De. 6:18 Do what is right and good in the LORD’s sight, so that it may go well with you and you 
may go in and take over the good land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers,  

De. 6:19 thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the LORD said. De. 6:20 In the future, 
when your son asks you, “What is the meaning  

of the stipulations, decrees and laws the LORD our God has commanded you?”  

De. 6:21 tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand.  



De. 6:22 Before our eyes the LORD sent miraculous signs and wonders — great and terrible — 
upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household.  

De. 6:23 But he brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that he promised on 
oath to our forefathers.  

De. 6:24 The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so 
that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today.  

De. 6:25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has 
commanded us, that will be our righteousness.”  

  

  

Chapter 6 begins with Moses urging the Israelites to love and obey God with all their heart, soul, 
and strength. He instructs them to teach their children God's commands and to talk about them at 
all times - when they are at home, on the road, when they lie down, and when they get up.  

Moses emphasizes the importance of keeping God's commands, so that they may live long in the 
land of Canaan and prosper. He warns the Israelites not to forget God, even when they have 
everything they need and are living in comfort.  

Moses also cautions the Israelites against worshiping other gods or following the practices of the 
nations they will displace in Canaan. He instructs them to destroy all the idols and altars of the 
Canaanites and to worship only God.  

Furthermore, Moses tells the Israelites that when they enter the land of Canaan, they must not 
forget the difficult journey that God had brought them through. He reminds them of their time in 
Egypt and of the miracles that God had performed to deliver them from slavery.  

Overall, Chapter 6 emphasizes the importance of loving and obeying God with all one's heart, 
soul, and strength. Moses instructs the Israelites to teach God's commands to their children and 
to always remember the difficult journey that God had brought them through. He warns them 
against worshiping other gods and cautions them to destroy the idols and altars of the Canaanites. 
The chapter stresses the importance of keeping God's commands, so that they may live long in 
the land of Canaan and prosper.  

  

Here are some key verses from Chapter 6 of the Book of Deuteronomy in the Christian Bible:  

1. "These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you 
to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess." (Deuteronomy 6:1)  

2. "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one." (Deuteronomy 6:4)  

3. "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength." (Deuteronomy 6:5)  



4. "These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up." (Deuteronomy 6:6-7) 5. "When the Lord your God brings 
you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land 
with large, flourishing cities you did not build." (Deuteronomy 6:10)  

These verses emphasize the importance of obeying God's commands and loving Him with all of 
one's heart, soul, and strength. The verses also emphasize the need for parents to teach their 
children God's commands and to talk about them throughout the day. Finally, the verses speak to 
the fulfillment of God's promises to the Israelites to give them a land they did not build.  

  

Chapter 6 of the Book of Deuteronomy contains the renowned passage known as the Shema, 
which is a central declaration of faith for the Israelites. Here is a reflection on some key themes 
and lessons from this chapter:  

  

Love and Devotion to God: The Shema begins with the command to love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, and strength. This call to wholehearted love and devotion underscores 
the primacy of God in the lives of believers. It challenges us to examine our affections and 
prioritize our relationship with God above all else.  

  

Passing Down Faith: Moses emphasizes the importance of teaching God's commandments to 
future generations. He instructs the Israelites to impress these teachings upon their children, 
talking about them at all times—whether sitting, walking, lying down, or rising up. This 
highlights the responsibility to pass down faith and values to the next generation, ensuring the 
continuity of God's truth.  

  

Internalizing God's Word: Moses encourages the Israelites to internalize God's commandments 
by binding them as a sign on their hands and between their eyes and writing them on the 
doorposts of their houses. This imagery emphasizes the need for God's Word to be present in our 
thoughts, actions, and living spaces. It calls us to cultivate a constant awareness of God's truth 
and to let it shape our lives.  

  

Guarding Against Idolatry: Moses warns against the temptation of idolatry and worshiping other 
gods. He cautions the Israelites to remain faithful to God and to diligently keep His 
commandments. This reminder holds relevance for us today, as we are called to guard against the 
idols of our time—be they material possessions, worldly desires, or anything that takes 
precedence over our relationship with God.  

  



The Blessings of Obedience: Moses assures the Israelites that obedience to God's 
commandments will bring blessings and prosperity. He speaks of the land flowing with milk and 
honey that God has promised them. This teaches us that obedience to God's will leads to 
abundant blessings and a life aligned with His purposes.  

  

Remembering God's Deliverance: Moses reminds the Israelites of God's deliverance from  

Egypt and the miracles He performed on their behalf. He urges them not to forget God's 
faithfulness and the lessons learned from the past. This serves as a reminder to us as well, to 
remember God's faithfulness in our own lives and to be grateful for His deliverance.  

  

In summary, Deuteronomy 6 prompts reflection on the themes of love and devotion to God, 
passing down faith, internalizing God's Word, guarding against idolatry, the blessings of 
obedience, and remembering God's deliverance. These reflections invite us to examine our 
hearts, prioritize our relationship with God, and live in obedience to His commandments, 
ensuring the continuity of faith and experiencing the blessings that flow from walking in His 
ways.  

 

 

  

  

 


