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Respect and Equality:  

This chapter emphasizes women's rights in inheritance of land and marriage, and ensures that 
they are treated fairly. This demonstrates God's respect and concern for women and serves as a 
reminder to promote the principles of respect and equality in society. 

Numbers 36:8 Every daughter who has acquired an inheritance in the Israeli tribe shall be the 
wife of a member of the same tribe, so that she may be called an Israelite and inherit the 
inheritance of her ancestors. 

Achieving respect and equality in marriage is an important goal, regardless of gender. Here are 
some suggestions to help ensure that women are equal in marriage: 

Open communication: Establishing good communication is the first step towards equality. 
Couples should be able to talk openly about their needs, expectations, and issues and respect 
each other's voices. 

Joint decision-making: Important family decisions should be made jointly by the husband and 
wife, not unilaterally. This includes decisions about finances, children's education, where to live, 
etc. 

Economic equality: Economic equality should be maintained between husband and wife, which 
means that both have the right and responsibility to participate in family financial decision-
making and share the financial burden. 

Equality in housework: Sharing household work and household chores to ensure that everyone is 
involved in the day-to-day functioning of the family. This can help reduce unnecessary burdens 
and provide more time and space to support each other. 

Respect individual choices: Respect everyone's individual choices, including careers, studies, 
leisure activities, etc. The other person should not be forced to give up their dreams and interests. 

https://youtu.be/-Zo_X5zPPzY


Handling disputes: When there are differences, disputes should be handled in a respectful and 
constructive manner. This includes avoiding verbal or physical violence and seeking solutions to 
problems. 

Education and Resources: Ensure that women have access to education, training, and resources 
to achieve personal and professional goals. This can strengthen their position in marriage. 

Social support: Establish a good social support network, including friends and family, and 
professional institutions to help deal with problems in marriage and provide necessary support 
and advice. 

Self-respect: Equality in marriage begins with self-respect. Everyone should believe that they 
deserve to be treated with respect and equality and seek to achieve this goal. 

Legal protection: Know and understand local laws and know the rights women have in marriage 
so that they can protect their rights when needed. 

Achieving equality in marriage requires couples to work together and build a healthy culture of 
mutual support and respect in the relationship. This helps to build a lasting, happy and equal 
marriage. 

With a woman with significant assets, achieving respect and equality is still important and may 
require more attention to ensure that she gets the equal place she deserves in marriage. Here are 
some suggestions to help achieve respect and equality, even if the woman has a lot of assets: 

Establish joint financial planning: Couples should participate in family financial planning 
together, whether it is investments, savings, liabilities, or asset management. Ensure that the 
views of both parties are respected and work together to develop financial goals and plans. 

Sharing household expenses: Financial equality means not only that women own assets, but also 
share responsibility for household expenses. This ensures that the burden is evenly distributed 
between the couple, rather than one party covering all household expenses. 

Respect individual choice: Women have the right to choose how they manage their assets, 
including whether to continue working, investing or donating. Those decisions should be 
respected and should not be subject to pressure or interference. 

Economic independence: While owning assets is an advantage, women should also be 
encouraged to maintain their financial independence. This helps ensure that she does not become 
overly dependent on her husband or the other partner in the marriage. 

Entering into a prenuptial agreement: In some cases, a prenuptial agreement may be considered 
to clearly define the distribution of assets and financial arrangements. This could help reduce 
controversy in the future. 

Education and Resources: Women can continue to invest in their own education and professional 
development to ensure economic and personal independence. 



Joint decision-making: Ensure that couples are involved together in family decision-making, 
including financial and other important matters. The woman's views should be respected and 
included in the decision-making process. 

Foster a healthy marriage culture: Build a culture of mutual respect, understanding and support 
to ensure the healthy development of the marriage relationship. 

Respect and equality in marriage should be the core values of the marriage relationship, both 
men and women. These recommendations aim to ensure that women enjoy equal status and 
rights even when they have significant assets. The Bible contains a variety of views on women 
that vary from Bible verse to Bible and can vary by denomination, interpretation, and context. 
Here are some topics related to respect and equality for women in the Bible: 

Equality of Creation: The Bible records that God created man to be equal in His eyes. Genesis 
1:27 says, "God made man in his own image, and that is, in his image, man and woman." ” 

Guidelines for Treating Wives: The New Testament contains guidelines for conjugal 
relationships that require husbands to show love and respect for their wives. Ephesians 5:25 says, 
"Your husbands will love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself for it." ” 

Marriage Unity: The Bible teaches that marriage is a united relationship that requires couples to 
respect, support, and care for each other. Matthew 19:5 says, "Therefore a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united with his wife, and they will become one flesh." ” 

Women's Offices: The Bible also contains teaching about women's roles in the family and 
church. Different denominations and doctrines have different understandings of these roles, but 
some Bible verses emphasize women's participation and service in the church. 

Respect for Women: Jesus and the apostle Paul honored women in the Bible and interacted with 
women, such as Jesus' dialogue with the Samaritan woman (John 4:7–26) and the apostle Paul's 
gratitude and respect for women in the Roman church (Romans 16:1–16). 

It is important to note that the Bible also contains passages that may be interpreted as restrictions 
or norms for women, and these verses are understood and interpreted differently in different 
denominations and faith traditions. 

Ultimately, the teachings of the Bible should be understood within the doctrinal framework of 
individuals and churches, and many denominations have developed modern interpretations of the 
teachings of the Bible to ensure respect and equality for women.  

 

We pray together 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We come to you at this moment to pray for Christians around the world, especially those in 
different forms of oppression and injustice. Take care of them and give them your grace and 
strength to bear witness to your love and truth in this world. 



We pray that in all countries and societies, Christians will be able to practice their faith freely, 
without persecution or discrimination. Help Christians who face violence, injustice, poverty, or 
persecution, and give them comfort and protection. 

Inspire government leaders and local communities to promote religious freedom and uphold 
fundamental human rights for all, regardless of their beliefs. May Christians everywhere be seeds 
of peace, spreading love, reconciliation and hope. 

We also pray for Christians working in the areas of health, education, humanitarian assistance, 
and various services to serve others with your love and compassion and make a difference. 

Finally, please give us a heart full of love, compassion and care so that we can be your 
ambassadors in the world, speaking for fairness and equality, and embodying your teachings in 
our lives. 

We entrust all this to you, because you are a righteous God, full of mercy, and we pray in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Numbers chapter 36 

Nu. 36:1 The family heads of the clan of Gilead son of Makir, the son 

of Manasseh, who were from the clans of the descendants of 

Joseph, came and spoke before Moses and the leaders, the 

heads of the Israelite families. 

Nu. 36:2 They said, “When the LORD commanded my lord to give the 

land as an inheritance to the Israelites by lot, he ordered you 

to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his 

daughters. 

Nu. 36:3 Now suppose they marry men from other Israelite tribes; then 

their inheritance will be taken from our ancestral inheritance 

and added to that of the tribe they marry into. And so part of 

the inheritance allotted to us will be taken away. 

Nu. 36:4 When the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, their 

inheritance will be added to that of the tribe into which they 

marry, and their property will be taken from the tribal 



inheritance of our forefathers.” 

Nu. 36:5 Then at the LORD’s command Moses gave this order to the 

Israelites: “What the tribe of the descendants of Joseph is 

saying is right. 

Nu. 36:6 This is what the LORD commands for Zelophehad’s 

daughters: They may marry anyone they please as long as 

they marry within the tribal clan of their father. 

Nu. 36:7 No inheritance in Israel is to pass from tribe to tribe, for 

every Israelite shall keep the tribal land inherited from his 

forefathers. 

Nu. 36:8 Every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must 

marry someone in her father’s tribal clan, so that every 

Israelite will possess the inheritance of his fathers. 

Nu. 36:9 No inheritance may pass from tribe to tribe, for each Israelite 

tribe is to keep the land it inherits.” 

Nu. 36:10 So Zelophehad’s daughters did as the LORD commanded 

Moses. 

Nu. 36:11 Zelophehad’s daughters — Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah 

and Noah — married their cousins on their father’s side. 

Nu. 36:12 They married within the clans of the descendants of 

Manasseh son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in 

their father’s clan and tribe. 

Nu. 36:13 These are the commands and regulations the LORD gave 

through Moses to the Israelites on the plains of Moab by the 

Jordan across from Jericho. [Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; 

possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River] 

 

Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers concludes the book with a discussion of the inheritance of 
land among the tribes of Israel. The chapter begins with the heads of the tribe of Manasseh 



coming to Moses and asking for a ruling on the issue of the inheritance of their late father, 
Zelophehad. The daughters of Zelophehad had inherited their father's portion of the land, but the 
leaders of Manasseh were concerned that if they married outside of the tribe, the land would pass 
to another tribe and their own would lose the inheritance. 

Moses consulted with God and received a ruling that if a daughter inherited land, she must marry 
within her tribe in order to ensure that the land remained with the tribe. The chapter concludes 
with a statement that the daughters of Zelophehad obeyed this commandment and married within 
their tribe. 

 

Here are the key verses in Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

1. "The family heads of the clan of Gilead son of Makir, the son of Manasseh, who were 
from the clans of the descendants of Joseph, came and spoke before Moses and the leaders, the 
heads of the Israelite families." (Numbers 36:1) 

2. "They said, “When the Lord commanded my lord to give the land as an inheritance to the 
Israelites by lot, he ordered you to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his 
daughters." (Numbers 36:2) 

3. "Now suppose they marry men from other Israelite tribes; then their inheritance will be 
taken from our ancestral inheritance and added to that of the tribe they marry into. And so part of 
the inheritance allotted to us will be taken away." (Numbers 36:3) 

4. "When the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, their inheritance will be added to that 
of the tribe into which they marry, and their property will be taken from the tribal inheritance of 
our ancestors.” (Numbers 36:4) 

5. "Then at the Lord’s command Moses gave this order to the Israelites: “What the tribe of 
the descendants of Joseph is saying is right." (Numbers 36:5) 

6. "This is what the Lord commands for Zelophehad’s daughters: They may marry anyone 
they please as long as they marry within their father’s tribal clan." (Numbers 36:6) 

7. "No inheritance in Israel is to pass from one tribe to another, for every Israelite shall keep 
the tribal inheritance of their ancestors." (Numbers 36:7) 

8. "Every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must marry someone in her 
father’s tribal clan, so that every Israelite will possess the inheritance of their ancestors." 
(Numbers 36:8) 

These verses describe the concern of the clan of Gilead regarding the inheritance of Zelophehad's 
daughters and the tribe of Manasseh. They bring their concern to Moses and the leaders, and 
Moses consults with God on the matter. God commands that the daughters may marry within 
their father's tribal clan to preserve their inheritance and prevent it from being transferred to 
another tribe. The chapter ends with the instruction that every daughter who inherits land in any 



Israelite tribe must marry someone in her father's tribal clan to ensure that every Israelite 
possesses the inheritance of their ancestors. 

 

Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers concludes the book by addressing the concerns raised by the 
daughters of Zelophehad regarding inheritance. These women had inherited their father's land 
but were worried about potentially losing it if they married outside their tribe. In response, God 
provides a solution to ensure that tribal inheritances remain intact. Here's a reflection on some 
key themes and lessons from Numbers 36: 

 

Equality and Fairness: The chapter highlights the importance of equality and fairness in the 
distribution of land and inheritance. The daughters of Zelophehad raised a legitimate concern 
about potentially losing their inheritance if they married men from other tribes. God establishes a 
guideline to ensure that tribal inheritances are preserved. 

Reflection: This chapter prompts us to reflect on the value of equality and fairness in our own 
lives. It reminds us to consider the rights and concerns of all individuals, particularly those who 
may be marginalized or disadvantaged. It encourages us to strive for equitable treatment and 
opportunities for everyone, recognizing the inherent worth and dignity of each person. By 
championing equality and fairness, we contribute to a more just and inclusive society. 

 

Preserving Heritage and Identity: The chapter emphasizes the importance of preserving tribal 
heritage and identity. God's solution ensures that tribal lands remain within the designated tribes, 
preventing the potential loss of ancestral inheritance. 

Reflection: This chapter prompts us to value and preserve our heritage and identity. It encourages 
us to understand and appreciate our roots, cultural background, and family history. It also 
reminds us of the significance of passing down generational blessings and legacies to future 
generations. By embracing and preserving our heritage, we honor the sacrifices and experiences 
of those who came before us. 

 

Trusting in God's Wisdom: The resolution provided by God in this chapter demonstrates the 
importance of trusting in His wisdom and guidance. The leaders and people of Israel follow 
God's commandment and implement the solution for preserving tribal inheritances. 

Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the necessity of trusting in God's wisdom and guidance in 
all aspects of life. It encourages us to seek His direction and trust in His sovereign plan, even 
when faced with complex or challenging situations. It prompts us to rely on His wisdom rather 
than relying solely on our own understanding. By trusting in God's wisdom, we find reassurance 
and confidence in navigating life's complexities. 

 



Balancing Individual and Community Needs: The chapter addresses the tension between 
individual desires and the welfare of the larger community. While the daughters of Zelophehad 
sought to protect their individual inheritance, God establishes guidelines to ensure the integrity 
of the tribal structure. 

Reflection: This chapter prompts us to consider the balance between individual needs and the 
well-being of the community. It encourages us to seek solutions that honor both individual rights 
and the collective welfare. It reminds us of the importance of considering the broader impact of 
our actions and decisions. By striving for a balance between individual and community needs, 
we contribute to the flourishing of society as a whole. 

 

Overall, Numbers 36 addresses themes of equality and fairness, preserving heritage and identity, 
trusting in God's wisdom, and balancing individual and community needs. By reflecting on these 
themes, we can advocate for equality and fairness, value and preserve our heritage, trust in God's 
guidance, and seek solutions that consider both individual and community well-being. 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

 

 

Here are some of the most difficult questions in the book of Numbers with no definitive answers: 

1. What was the exact nature of the "fire" that destroyed Korah and his followers in chapter 
16? 

2. Why did God command the Israelites to take a census, given that He already knew their 
number? 

3. What was the significance of the various numbers in the various censuses recorded in the 
book of Numbers? 

4. What was the "water of impurity" mentioned in chapter 19, and how did it work to purify 
those who had come into contact with the dead? 

5. Why did God order the extermination of the Midianites in chapter 31, including women 
and children? 

6. What was the exact location of the wilderness of Paran where the Israelites camped in 
chapter 12? 



7. What is the meaning of the prophetic utterance of Balaam's donkey in chapter 22, and 
how did the animal speak? 

8. Why did God allow the Israelites to be bitten by poisonous snakes in chapter 21, and how 
did the bronze serpent on a pole provide a cure? 

These are just a few examples of the many difficult and complex questions that arise from a 
careful reading of the book of Numbers. 

 

. 

 


