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Mercy and Repentance: 

Numbers 35:15: "These six cities shall be effective among the Israelites and among his strangers, 
as places of escape from vengeance." ”： 

The creation of the city also encouraged people to repent and change their behavior. Those who 
have no intention of killing can escape to the city where they are sheltered and given the 
opportunity to start over. It reminds us that no matter what mistakes we make, God is willing to 
accept our repentance and give us new opportunities. 

Compassion and repentance are two important concepts often mentioned in religions and belief 
systems. They relate to the believer's relationship with God and the individual's role in the 
practice of faith. In numerous religious traditions, both concepts have profound connotations, 
encouraging believers to seek God's grace and actively improve themselves in life. 

God's Mercy: 

Mercy refers to the infinite love and mercy of God, who is seen as a merciful Creator who is full 
of love and compassion for humanity. No matter what sins people commit, they can rely on 
God's mercy to receive forgiveness and redemption. This faith gives believers hope and 
motivates them to keep working hard to count on God's mercy to find strength to move forward 
even in the face of failure and difficulty. 

Mercy also encourages people to have compassion for others, to reach out to those in need, and 
to care for the vulnerable in order to fulfill God's will. Compassion is not only an emotion, but an 
action that represents care and support for the human community. 

Repent: 

Repentance is an individual's inner transformation to seek God's forgiveness and guidance by 
acknowledging one's faults and sins. This process usually involves generating deep reflection on 

https://youtu.be/0bVB4vhTAVo


one's actions, sincere repentance, and a commitment to work towards improving one's lifestyle. 
Repentance is not just a moral requirement, but an opportunity to start anew in one's faith. 

Repentance is considered the way to God. It is not just a confession of sin, but also a trust in God 
and a willingness to follow His ways. Repentance is a spiritual and moral growth process that 
encourages believers to be more religious, more giving, and have a positive impact on 
themselves and society. 

The relationship between mercy and repentance: 

Mercy and repentance often go hand in hand in religion. Believers seek God's mercy through 
repentance. Repentance is a reflection and confession of one's past actions, and God's mercy is a 
response to this repentance. Mercy encourages believers to believe that God will be willing to 
forgive them and give them new opportunities, no matter what mistakes they have made in the 
past. This belief can motivate people to actively seek repentance because they believe that God's 
mercy will lead them away from sin and toward righteousness. 

Christian doctrine emphasizes that God is infinitely merciful. God's mercy is manifested in 
sending Jesus Christ as Savior to save mankind so that sinners can have eternal life through faith 
and repentance. Christians believe that God's mercy is unconditional and that forgiveness can be 
obtained by believing in Christ and accepting His salvation, no matter how serious an 
individual's past sins and mistakes were. 

Repentance is a critical process in Christianity. It requires individuals to confess their sins, repent 
of them, and turn to God. Christians believe that repentance is an inner change of heart and 
morality that leads to reconciliation with God and others. Repentance involves recognizing sin, 
repenting, and seeking God's forgiveness, but it also means changing one's lifestyle to follow 
God's will. 

In Christianity, Jesus' teaching and sacrifice is seen as enabling people to repent and be 
reconciled to God. Christians believe that through faith in Jesus Christ, they can experience 
God's mercy, forgiveness of sins, and also experience a change in heart and morality. 

Repentance is a way for individuals to respond to God's mercy, and through repentance, 
Christians can experience God's forgiveness and new life. This understanding encourages 
believers to actively pursue holiness and love while relying fully on God's mercy to guide their 
journey of faith. Mercy and repentance are core Christian values that emphasize God's love and 
humanity's chances for redemption and transformation. 

There are many passages in the Bible that deal with God's mercy and repentance. Here are some 
Bible chapters on these topics: 

God's Mercy: 

Jeremiah 3:12: "Go and confess your sins, O LORD, your God, say, I will go out and walk with 
you, and I will break you city by city, and place by place." 



Micah 7:18: "Who is like you who forgives sins and forgives the sins of those who inherit his 
inheritance? " 

Repent: 

Matthew 4:17: "From then on, Jesus preached the word, saying, The kingdom of heaven is near, 
and you should repent. " 

Acts 3:19: "Therefore repent and be righteous, so that your sins may be taken out, so that the day 
of comfort will come from the Lord." " 

These chapters represent a part of the Bible about mercy and repentance, but there are many 
other related passages in the Bible that emphasize these important themes. The Bible encourages 
believers to seek God's mercy and to achieve a restored relationship with God through 
repentance. These verses provide guidance in faith and help people better understand God's 
mercy and the need for repentance. 

 

Together we pray 

Father God, we thank You for your mercy and grace in our lives. Thank You for giving us Jesus 
Christ as our Redeemer so that we can have eternal life through His salvation. We come to You at 
this time and humbly seek Your mercy and guidance. 

Help us to know our sins and seek repentance in Your love. Let our hearts listen to Your voice, 
understand Your will, and orient our ways. Give us the strength and wisdom to live according to 
Your will to show Your glory and love. 

Protect and strengthen our faith and keep us steadfast in the midst of difficulties and trials. Help 
us to treat others with Your love and kindness, demonstrating Your love and peace. 

Protect our families, our communities, and our Christian brothers and sisters around the world. 
May Your peace come to every corner of the world we live in, and fill the earth with Your love 
and truth. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

 

Numbers chapter 35 

Nu. 35:1 On the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 

[Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the 

Jordan River] the LORD said to Moses, 

Nu. 35:2 “Command the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live in 



from the inheritance the Israelites will possess. And give them 

pasture-lands around the towns. 

Nu. 35:3 Then they will have towns to live in and pasture-lands for 

their cattle, flocks and all their other livestock. 

Nu. 35:4 “The pasture-lands around the towns that you give the 

Levites will extend out fifteen hundred feet [Hebrew a 

thousand cubits (about 450 metres)] from the town wall. 

Nu. 35:5 Outside the town, measure three thousand feet [Hebrew two 

thousand cubits (about 900 metres)] on the east side, three 

thousand on the south side, three thousand on the west and 

three thousand on the north, with the town in the centre. 

They will have this area as pasture-land for the towns. 

Nu. 35:6 “Six of the towns you give the Levites will be cities of refuge, 

to which a person who has killed someone may flee. In 

addition, give them forty-two other towns. 

Nu. 35:7 In all you must give the Levites forty-eight towns, together 

with their pasture-lands. 

Nu. 35:8 The towns you give the Levites from the land the Israelites 

possess are to be given in proportion to the inheritance of 

each tribe: Take many towns from a tribe that has many, but 

few from one that has few.” 

Nu. 35:9 Then the LORD said to Moses: 

Nu. 35:10 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you cross the 

Jordan into Canaan, 

Nu. 35:11 select some towns to be your cities of refuge, to which a 

person who has killed someone accidentally may flee. 

Nu. 35:12 They will be places of refuge from the avenger, so that a 

person accused of murder may not die before he stands trial 



before the assembly. 

Nu. 35:13 These six towns you give will be your cities of refuge. 

Nu. 35:14 Give three on this side of the Jordan and three in Canaan as 

cities of refuge. 

Nu. 35:15 These six towns will be a place of refuge for Israelites, aliens 

and any other people living among them, so that anyone who 

has killed another accidentally can flee there. 

Nu. 35:16 “‘If a man strikes someone with an iron object so that he dies, 

he is a murderer; the murderer shall be put to death. 

Nu. 35:17 Or if anyone has a stone in his hand that could kill, and he 

strikes someone so that he dies, he is a murderer; the 

murderer shall be put to death. 

Nu. 35:18 Or if anyone has a wooden object in his hand that could kill, 

and he hits someone so that he dies, he is a murderer; the 

murderer shall be put to death. 

Nu. 35:19 The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death; when 

he meets him, he shall put him to death. 

Nu. 35:20 If anyone with malice aforethought pushes another or throws 

something at him intentionally so that he dies 

Nu. 35:21 or if in hostility he hits him with his fist so that he dies, that 

person shall be put to death; he is a murderer. The avenger of 

blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him. 

Nu. 35:22 “‘But if without hostility someone suddenly pushes another 

or throws something at him unintentionally 

Num. 35:23 or, without seeing him, drops a stone on him that could kill 

him, and he dies, then since he was not his enemy and he did 

not intend to harm him, 

Nu. 35:24 the assembly must judge between him and the avenger of 



blood according to these regulations. 

Nu. 35:25 The assembly must protect the one accused of murder from 

the avenger of blood and send him back to the city of refuge 

to which he fled. He must stay there until the death of the 

high priest, who was anointed with holy oil. 

Nu. 35:26 “‘But if the accused ever goes outside the limits of the city of 

refuge to which he has fled 

Nu. 35:27 and the avenger of blood finds him outside the city, the 

avenger of blood may kill the accused without being guilty of 

murder. 

Nu. 35:28 The accused must stay in his city of refuge until the death of 

the high priest; only after the death of the high priest may he 

return to his own property. 

Nu. 35:29 “‘These are to be legal requirements for you throughout the 

generations to come, wherever you live. 

Nu. 35:30 “‘Anyone who kills a person is to be put to death as a 

murderer only on the testimony of witnesses. But no-one is to 

be put to death on the testimony of only one witness. 

Nu. 35:31 “‘Do not accept a ransom for the life of a murderer, who 

deserves to die. He must surely be put to death. 

Nu. 35:32 “‘Do not accept a ransom for anyone who has fled to a city 

of refuge and so allow him to go back and live on his own 

land before the death of the high priest. 

Nu. 35:33 “‘Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes 

the land, and atonement cannot be made for the land on 

which blood has been shed, except by the blood of the one 

who shed it. 

Nu. 35:34 Do not defile the land where you live and where I dwell, for 



I, the LORD, dwell among the Israelites.’” 

 

In Chapter 35 of the Book of Numbers, God commanded Moses to designate cities of refuge for 
those who unintentionally caused the death of another person. These cities were meant to provide 
a safe place for the accused to await a fair trial rather than be subjected to vigilante justice. The 
chapter provides specific instructions for the establishment and maintenance of these cities, 
including their geographic location, the necessary infrastructure for the cities, and the legal 
procedures for someone to take refuge there. The chapter also specifies the laws regarding 
murder and manslaughter and emphasizes the importance of justice for all. 

 

Here are some key verses from Numbers 35 in the Christian Bible: 

• "The Lord said to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 
'Command the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live in from the inheritance the Israelites 
will possess. And give them pasturelands around the towns.'" (Numbers 35:1-2) 

• "Six of the towns you give the Levites will be cities of refuge, to which a person who has 
killed someone may flee. In addition, give them forty-two other towns." (Numbers 35:6-7) 

• "This is to be a statutory ordinance for you throughout your generations, wherever you 
live." (Numbers 35:29) 

• "Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes the land, and atonement 
cannot be made for the land on which blood has been shed, except by the blood of the one who 
shed it." (Numbers 35:33) 

These verses discuss the commandment for the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live in and 
pasturelands around them, as well as establishing cities of refuge where those who have 
accidentally killed someone can flee for protection. The final verses emphasize the importance of 
not polluting the land with bloodshed and the need for atonement in such cases. 

 

Chapter 35 of the Book of Numbers discusses the establishment of cities of refuge for those who 
unintentionally cause the death of another person. These cities were designated as safe havens 
where individuals could find protection from potential avengers seeking revenge. Here's a 
reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 35: 

 

Justice and Mercy: The chapter highlights the balance between justice and mercy in dealing with 
unintentional acts that result in the loss of life. God commands the Israelites to set aside cities of 
refuge where those who accidentally cause someone's death can seek shelter and fair treatment. 

Reflection: This chapter prompts us to consider the importance of justice and mercy in our own 
lives. It reminds us that while justice must be upheld, mercy and compassion should also be 



extended, particularly in cases where harm is unintentional. It encourages us to seek a balance 
between accountability and grace in our interactions with others. By embodying both justice and 
mercy, we reflect God's character and contribute to a more just and compassionate society. 

 

Provision of Safety: The establishment of cities of refuge demonstrates God's care for individuals 
who find themselves in vulnerable situations. These cities offered a place of protection and 
security, allowing those who sought refuge to be shielded from potential harm. 

Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's concern for our safety and well-being. It reassures 
us that God provides places of refuge in times of trouble and danger. It encourages us to trust in 
His protection and seek shelter in Him when we face challenges or threats. By placing our trust 
in God's provision of safety, we find comfort and peace amidst life's uncertainties. 

 

Responsibility and Consequences: The chapter also discusses the responsibility of the person 
who caused the accidental death. It highlights the need for accountability and the understanding 
that even unintentional actions have consequences. 

Reflection: This chapter prompts us to recognize our responsibility for our actions, even if they 
are unintentional. It reminds us that our choices and behaviors can have far-reaching effects on 
others. It encourages us to take ownership of our actions, seek reconciliation where possible, and 
learn from our mistakes. By embracing responsibility and being mindful of our actions, we 
contribute to a healthier and more compassionate society. 

 

Seeking God's Wisdom: The chapter emphasizes the importance of seeking God's wisdom in 
matters of justice and resolving disputes. The leaders and judges were responsible for 
determining the guilt or innocence of those who sought refuge in the cities. 

Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of seeking God's wisdom and guidance in 
our decision-making processes. It encourages us to turn to Him for discernment and 
understanding, particularly in matters of justice and conflict resolution. It prompts us to seek His 
wisdom and rely on His guidance to ensure fair and just outcomes. By seeking God's wisdom, 
we align ourselves with His purposes and contribute to the establishment of righteousness in our 
communities. 

 

Overall, Numbers 35 addresses themes of justice and mercy, provision of safety, responsibility 
and consequences, and seeking God's wisdom. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to 
uphold justice with compassion, trust in God's provision of refuge, embrace responsibility for our 
actions, and seek God's wisdom in all aspects of life. 

 


