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Joel 
 
The Book of Joel is a prophetic book found in the Old Testament of the Christian Bible. 
It is the second of the twelve minor prophets in the Hebrew Bible. The book is attributed 
to a prophet named Joel, although little is known about him. 
The Book of Joel is divided into three chapters. The first chapter begins with a 
description of a locust plague that has devastated the land of Judah. Joel uses this natural 
disaster as a metaphor for a larger spiritual crisis facing the nation. He calls on the people 
to repent and turn back to God, warning them of a coming judgment if they do not. 
In the second chapter, Joel prophesies about a future day of the Lord, when God will 
judge the nations and restore Israel. He describes a great army that will invade the land, 
but promises that God will intervene and save his people. Joel encourages the people to 
fast and pray in preparation for this coming day. 
The third and final chapter of Joel is a hymn of praise to God for his mercy and 
compassion. Joel describes the restoration of Judah and the punishment of their enemies. 
He ends with a promise of blessing for those who call on the name of the Lord. 
Overall, the Book of Joel is a message of warning and hope. It calls on the people to 
repent and turn back to God, while also offering a vision of a future redemption and 
restoration. 
 
Brief description of each chapter of the Book of Joel in the Christian Bible: 
Chapter 1: The first chapter of Joel describes a devastating locust plague that has struck 
the land of Judah, leaving it desolate and barren. Joel uses this natural disaster as a 
metaphor for a spiritual crisis facing the nation, and calls on the people to repent and turn 
back to God. 
Chapter 2: In the second chapter, Joel prophesies about a future day of the Lord, when 
God will judge the nations and restore Israel. He describes a great army that will invade 
the land, but promises that God will intervene and save his people. Joel encourages the 
people to fast and pray in preparation for this coming day. 



Chapter 3: The third and final chapter of Joel is a hymn of praise to God for his mercy 
and compassion. Joel describes the restoration of Judah and the punishment of their 
enemies. He ends with a promise of blessing for those who call on the name of the Lord. 
 

 

Joel 1 
New International Version 
1 The word of the Lord that came to Joel son of Pethuel. 
 
An Invasion of Locusts 
2 Hear this, you elders; 
    listen, all who live in the land. 
Has anything like this ever happened in your days 
    or in the days of your ancestors? 
3 Tell it to your children, 
    and let your children tell it to their children, 
    and their children to the next generation. 
4 What the locust swarm has left 
    the great locusts have eaten; 
what the great locusts have left 
    the young locusts have eaten; 
what the young locusts have left 
    other locusts[a] have eaten. 
 
5 Wake up, you drunkards, and weep! 
    Wail, all you drinkers of wine; 
wail because of the new wine, 
    for it has been snatched from your lips. 
6 A nation has invaded my land, 
    a mighty army without number; 
it has the teeth of a lion, 
    the fangs of a lioness. 
7 It has laid waste my vines 
    and ruined my fig trees. 
It has stripped off their bark 
    and thrown it away, 
    leaving their branches white. 
 
8 Mourn like a virgin in sackcloth 
    grieving for the betrothed of her youth. 
9 Grain offerings and drink offerings 
    are cut off from the house of the Lord. 
The priests are in mourning, 
    those who minister before the Lord. 
10 The fields are ruined, 
    the ground is dried up; 



the grain is destroyed, 
    the new wine is dried up, 
    the olive oil fails. 
 
11 Despair, you farmers, 
    wail, you vine growers; 
grieve for the wheat and the barley, 
    because the harvest of the field is destroyed. 
12 The vine is dried up 
    and the fig tree is withered; 
the pomegranate, the palm and the apple[b] tree— 
    all the trees of the field—are dried up. 
Surely the people’s joy 
    is withered away. 
 
A Call to Lamentation 
13 Put on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn; 
    wail, you who minister before the altar. 
Come, spend the night in sackcloth, 
    you who minister before my God; 
for the grain offerings and drink offerings 
    are withheld from the house of your God. 
14 Declare a holy fast; 
    call a sacred assembly. 
Summon the elders 
    and all who live in the land 
to the house of the Lord your God, 
    and cry out to the Lord. 
 
15 Alas for that day! 
    For the day of the Lord is near; 
    it will come like destruction from the Almighty.[c] 
 
16 Has not the food been cut off 
    before our very eyes— 
joy and gladness 
    from the house of our God? 
17 The seeds are shriveled 
    beneath the clods.[d] 
The storehouses are in ruins, 
    the granaries have been broken down, 
    for the grain has dried up. 
18 How the cattle moan! 
    The herds mill about 
because they have no pasture; 
    even the flocks of sheep are suffering. 



 
19 To you, Lord, I call, 
    for fire has devoured the pastures in the wilderness 
    and flames have burned up all the trees of the field. 
20 Even the wild animals pant for you; 
    the streams of water have dried up 
    and fire has devoured the pastures in the wilderness. 
 
Footnotes 
Joel 1:4 The precise meaning of the four Hebrew words used here for locusts is uncertain. 
Joel 1:12 Or possibly apricot 
Joel 1:15 Hebrew Shaddai 
Joel 1:17 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 
 
Chapter 1 of the Book of Joel begins with a description of a devastating locust plague that 
has struck the land of Judah. The locusts have eaten everything in their path, leaving the 
land desolate and barren. The chapter opens with Joel addressing the people of Judah, 
calling them to pay attention to what has happened and to mourn for their losses. 
Joel describes the impact of the locust plague in detail, using vivid imagery to convey the 
severity of the situation. He notes that the wine and grain offerings, which were an 
important part of the religious practices of the time, can no longer be made due to the 
destruction of the crops. The locusts have also damaged the trees, making it impossible to 
produce oil and other necessary products. 
As Joel continues to describe the impact of the locust plague, he uses it as a metaphor for 
a larger spiritual crisis facing the nation. He tells the people that they must repent and 
turn back to God, or face the consequences of their sin. He warns them that if they do not 
repent, more disasters will come upon them. 
The chapter ends with a call to action. Joel tells the people to fast and mourn, and to 
gather together in the house of God to pray for mercy. He promises that if they do this, 
God will hear their prayers and send rain to restore the land. 
Overall, chapter 1 of the Book of Joel serves as a warning to the people of Judah to 
repent and turn back to God in the face of a natural disaster. It highlights the importance 
of spiritual renewal and the consequences of ignoring God's commands. 
 
Here are some important verses from chapter 1 of the Book of Joel, along with brief 
explanations and their locations in the chapter: 

1. Verse 4 - "What the locust swarm has left the great locusts have eaten; what the 
great locusts have left the young locusts have eaten; what the young locusts have 
left other locusts have eaten." This verse describes the devastation caused by a 
swarm of locusts in Judah, which is a metaphor for the coming judgment of God. 

2. Verse 7 - "It has invaded my land, a mighty army without number; it has the teeth 
of a lion, the fangs of a lioness." This verse continues the metaphor of the locusts 
as an invading army, using imagery to convey their power and destructiveness. 

3. Verse 13 - "Put on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn; wail, you who minister 
before the altar. Come, spend the night in sackcloth, you who minister before my 
God; for the grain offerings and drink offerings are withheld from the house of 



your God." This verse is a call to repentance for the priests and ministers of 
Judah, who are called to mourn the loss of the grain and drink offerings in the 
temple. 

4. Verse 15 - "Alas for that day! For the day of the Lord is near; it will come like 
destruction from the Almighty." This verse highlights the imminent judgment of 
God, which will come upon the people of Judah like a destructive force. 

5. Verse 19 - "To you, Lord, I call, for fire has devoured the pastures in the 
wilderness and flames have burned up all the trees of the field." This verse is a 
plea for help from the Lord in the face of the devastating effects of the locusts and 
the coming judgment. 

 
 
The Book of Joel in the Old Testament is a relatively short prophetic book consisting of 
only three chapters. It is attributed to the prophet Joel and is one of the twelve Minor 
Prophets in the Hebrew Bible. While the book is relatively brief, it contains several 
important theological thoughts and influences: 
 
Repentance and Return to God: One of the central theological themes in the Book of Joel 
is the call for repentance and a return to God. Joel describes a devastating locust plague 
that has struck the land of Judah, bringing widespread destruction and famine. He 
interprets these events as a divine judgment for the people's sins and calls on them to 
repent, mourn, and turn back to God with sincerity. This emphasis on repentance as a 
means of reconciliation with God is a recurring theme in many prophetic books of the 
Old Testament. 
 
The Day of the Lord: Joel introduces the concept of the "Day of the Lord," which is a 
recurring theme in prophetic literature. This day is depicted as a time of divine judgment 
and reckoning when God will intervene in human history to execute justice. In Joel's 
prophecy, the locust plague serves as a foreshadowing of the more significant and 
ultimate Day of the Lord, which will bring both judgment and salvation. 
 
God's Compassion and Restoration: Despite the impending judgment, the book also 
emphasizes God's compassion and willingness to forgive. If the people sincerely repent, 
God promises to restore their fortunes and bless them once again. This theme highlights 
the prophetic message of hope and restoration amidst the backdrop of impending disaster. 
 
Universal Scope of God's Sovereignty: Joel's theological thought also reflects the idea of 
God's sovereignty over all nations and peoples. He speaks of God's judgment extending 
beyond just the people of Judah, indicating that God's authority and justice are not limited 
to a single nation but encompass all of humanity. 
 
Pentecostal Connection: The Book of Joel is significant in Christian theology due to its 
association with the Day of Pentecost as described in the New Testament book of Acts 
(Acts 2:16-21). In this passage, the apostle Peter quotes from Joel 2:28-32, suggesting 
that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost is a fulfillment of Joel's 



prophecy. This connection underscores the theological influence of Joel's writings on the 
early Christian understanding of the Holy Spirit's work and the significance of Pentecost. 
 
In summary, the Book of Joel in the Old Testament contains theological thoughts 
centered on themes of repentance, the Day of the Lord, God's compassion, and the 
universal scope of God's sovereignty. Its influence extends not only to the understanding 
of prophecy and repentance in the Old Testament but also to the New Testament and the 
early Christian tradition, particularly through its connection to the Day of Pentecost. 
 
Joel 2 
New International Version 
An Army of Locusts 
2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    sound the alarm on my holy hill. 
 
Let all who live in the land tremble, 
    for the day of the Lord is coming. 
It is close at hand— 
2     a day of darkness and gloom, 
    a day of clouds and blackness. 
Like dawn spreading across the mountains 
    a large and mighty army comes, 
such as never was in ancient times 
    nor ever will be in ages to come. 
 
3 Before them fire devours, 
    behind them a flame blazes. 
Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, 
    behind them, a desert waste— 
    nothing escapes them. 
4 They have the appearance of horses; 
    they gallop along like cavalry. 
5 With a noise like that of chariots 
    they leap over the mountaintops, 
like a crackling fire consuming stubble, 
    like a mighty army drawn up for battle. 
 
6 At the sight of them, nations are in anguish; 
    every face turns pale. 
7 They charge like warriors; 
    they scale walls like soldiers. 
They all march in line, 
    not swerving from their course. 
8 They do not jostle each other; 
    each marches straight ahead. 
They plunge through defenses 



    without breaking ranks. 
9 They rush upon the city; 
    they run along the wall. 
They climb into the houses; 
    like thieves they enter through the windows. 
 
10 Before them the earth shakes, 
    the heavens tremble, 
the sun and moon are darkened, 
    and the stars no longer shine. 
11 The Lord thunders 
    at the head of his army; 
his forces are beyond number, 
    and mighty is the army that obeys his command. 
The day of the Lord is great; 
    it is dreadful. 
    Who can endure it? 
 
Rend Your Heart 
12 “Even now,” declares the Lord, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
 
13 Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the Lord your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and relent 
    and leave behind a blessing— 
grain offerings and drink offerings 
    for the Lord your God. 
 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
    declare a holy fast, 
    call a sacred assembly. 
16 Gather the people, 
    consecrate the assembly; 
bring together the elders, 
    gather the children, 
    those nursing at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room 
    and the bride her chamber. 
17 Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, 
    weep between the portico and the altar. 



Let them say, “Spare your people, Lord. 
    Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 
 
The Lord’s Answer 
18 Then the Lord was jealous for his land 
    and took pity on his people. 
 
19 The Lord replied[a] to them: 
 
“I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil, 
    enough to satisfy you fully; 
never again will I make you 
    an object of scorn to the nations. 
 
20 “I will drive the northern horde far from you, 
    pushing it into a parched and barren land; 
its eastern ranks will drown in the Dead Sea 
    and its western ranks in the Mediterranean Sea. 
And its stench will go up; 
    its smell will rise.” 
 
Surely he has done great things! 
21     Do not be afraid, land of Judah; 
    be glad and rejoice. 
Surely the Lord has done great things! 
22     Do not be afraid, you wild animals, 
    for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming green. 
The trees are bearing their fruit; 
    the fig tree and the vine yield their riches. 
23 Be glad, people of Zion, 
    rejoice in the Lord your God, 
for he has given you the autumn rains 
    because he is faithful. 
He sends you abundant showers, 
    both autumn and spring rains, as before. 
24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; 
    the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 
 
25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 
    the great locust and the young locust, 
    the other locusts and the locust swarm[b]— 
my great army that I sent among you. 
26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, 



    and you will praise the name of the Lord your God, 
    who has worked wonders for you; 
never again will my people be shamed. 
27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, 
    that I am the Lord your God, 
    and that there is no other; 
never again will my people be shamed. 
 
The Day of the Lord 
28 “And afterward, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your old men will dream dreams, 
    your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
30 I will show wonders in the heavens 
    and on the earth, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
31 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 
32 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
    there will be deliverance, 
    as the Lord has said, 
even among the survivors 
    whom the Lord calls.[c] 
 
Footnotes 
Joel 2:19 Or Lord will be jealous … / and take pity … / 19 The Lord will reply 
Joel 2:25 The precise meaning of the four Hebrew words used here for locusts is 
uncertain. 
Joel 2:32 In Hebrew texts 2:28-32 is numbered 3:1-5. 
 
Chapter 2 of the Book of Joel begins with a call to arms. Joel prophesies about a future 
day of the Lord, when a great army will invade the land of Judah. He describes the army 
in vivid detail, using images of fire, smoke, and darkness to convey their destructive 
power. 
Despite the apparent hopelessness of the situation, Joel promises that God will intervene 
to save his people. He tells them that they must gather together and call upon the name of 
the Lord for deliverance. If they do this, God will hear their prayers and respond with 
mercy. 



Joel then goes on to describe the aftermath of the invasion. He tells the people that the 
land will be restored, and the trees and crops will once again flourish. The people of 
Judah will be filled with joy and gratitude for God's deliverance. 
In the second half of the chapter, Joel urges the people of Judah to prepare themselves for 
the coming day of the Lord. He tells them to fast and pray, and to purify themselves in 
preparation for the great event. He promises that if they do this, God will respond with 
blessings and forgiveness. 
Overall, chapter 2 of the Book of Joel describes a future day of the Lord when God will 
judge the nations and restore Israel. It emphasizes the importance of faith and trust in 
God in the face of seemingly overwhelming challenges. The chapter ends with a call to 
action, urging the people of Judah to prepare themselves for the coming day of the Lord. 
 
Here are some important verses from chapter 2 of the Book of Joel, along with brief 
explanations and their locations in the chapter: 

1. Verse 1 - "Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who 
live in the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming. It is close at hand." 
This verse is a call to alarm and repentance in the face of the impending judgment 
of God. 

2. Verse 11 - "The Lord thunders at the head of his army; his forces are beyond 
number, and mighty is the army that obeys his command. The day of the Lord is 
great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it?" This verse describes the power and 
might of God's army, which will bring about the judgment of the nations. 

3. Verse 13 - "Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, 
for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he 
relents from sending calamity." This verse is a call to true repentance and turning 
back to God, emphasizing his character of mercy and compassion. 

4. Verse 28 - "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will 
see visions." This verse speaks of a future time when God will pour out his Spirit 
upon all people, resulting in miraculous signs and wonders. 

5. Verse 32 - "And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said, even 
among the survivors whom the Lord calls." This verse promises salvation to all 
who call upon the name of the Lord, and emphasizes the importance of faith and 
obedience. 

These verses can be found in chapter 2 of the Book of Joel in the Christian Bible. 
 

 
Joel chapter 2 in the Old Testament contains several significant theological thoughts and 
influences. Here are some of the key theological ideas found in Joel 2: 
 
The Day of the Lord: This chapter continues to explore the concept of the "Day of the 
Lord." It describes this day as a time of great darkness, destruction, and divine judgment. 
The theological thought here is that God's justice and sovereignty will ultimately prevail, 
and all nations will be held accountable for their actions. The Day of the Lord 
underscores the idea that God is the ultimate judge of the world. 



 
Repentance and Restoration: Joel 2 emphasizes the importance of repentance. It calls on 
the people of Judah to return to God with all their hearts, with fasting, weeping, and 
mourning. The theological thought is that sincere repentance can lead to divine 
forgiveness and restoration. God is portrayed as compassionate and willing to relent from 
sending calamity if the people genuinely turn back to Him. 
 
The Outpouring of the Spirit: One of the most notable passages in Joel 2 is the prophecy 
of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In verses 28-32, Joel foretells that God will pour out 
His Spirit on all people, resulting in various manifestations such as dreams, visions, and 
prophecy. This theological thought has had a profound influence on Christian theology, 
particularly in understanding the work of the Holy Spirit. It is often cited in the New 
Testament, notably in the book of Acts (Acts 2:16-21), to explain the events of Pentecost 
and the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the early Christian community. 
 
Salvation and Deliverance: Amidst the warnings of judgment and the call to repentance, 
Joel 2 also speaks of salvation and deliverance. It describes God as a refuge for His 
people and promises that "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" 
(Joel 2:32). This theological thought emphasizes God's grace and salvation offered to all 
who turn to Him. 
 
Universal Application: Joel's message in chapter 2 is not limited to a particular time or 
people. The idea of the outpouring of the Spirit and the call to repentance extends beyond 
the immediate context of the prophet's audience. This universality suggests that God's 
message and salvation are intended for all people, transcending national boundaries. 
 
In terms of theological influence, Joel 2, particularly the prophecy of the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, has had a profound impact on Christian theology. It is often referenced in 
discussions of the Holy Spirit's work and the fulfillment of this prophecy on the Day of 
Pentecost as described in the New Testament book of Acts. The theological thought of 
repentance and God's willingness to forgive and restore is a recurring theme in both Old 
and New Testaments, emphasizing the importance of sincere repentance in the 
relationship between humanity and God. 
 
Joel 3 
New International Version 
The Nations Judged 
3 [a]“In those days and at that time, 
    when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 
2 I will gather all nations 
    and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.[b] 
There I will put them on trial 
    for what they did to my inheritance, my people Israel, 
because they scattered my people among the nations 
    and divided up my land. 
3 They cast lots for my people 



    and traded boys for prostitutes; 
    they sold girls for wine to drink. 
 
4 “Now what have you against me, Tyre and Sidon and all you regions of Philistia? Are 
you repaying me for something I have done? If you are paying me back, I will swiftly and 
speedily return on your own heads what you have done. 5 For you took my silver and my 
gold and carried off my finest treasures to your temples.[c] 6 You sold the people of 
Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks, that you might send them far from their homeland. 
 
7 “See, I am going to rouse them out of the places to which you sold them, and I will 
return on your own heads what you have done. 8 I will sell your sons and daughters to the 
people of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, a nation far away.” The Lord has 
spoken. 
 
9 Proclaim this among the nations: 
    Prepare for war! 
Rouse the warriors! 
    Let all the fighting men draw near and attack. 
10 Beat your plowshares into swords 
    and your pruning hooks into spears. 
Let the weakling say, 
    “I am strong!” 
11 Come quickly, all you nations from every side, 
    and assemble there. 
 
Bring down your warriors, Lord! 
 
12 “Let the nations be roused; 
    let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 
for there I will sit 
    to judge all the nations on every side. 
13 Swing the sickle, 
    for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, trample the grapes, 
    for the winepress is full 
    and the vats overflow— 
so great is their wickedness!” 
 
14 Multitudes, multitudes 
    in the valley of decision! 
For the day of the Lord is near 
    in the valley of decision. 
15 The sun and moon will be darkened, 
    and the stars no longer shine. 
16 The Lord will roar from Zion 
    and thunder from Jerusalem; 



    the earth and the heavens will tremble. 
But the Lord will be a refuge for his people, 
    a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
 
Blessings for God’s People 
17 “Then you will know that I, the Lord your God, 
    dwell in Zion, my holy hill. 
Jerusalem will be holy; 
    never again will foreigners invade her. 
 
18 “In that day the mountains will drip new wine, 
    and the hills will flow with milk; 
    all the ravines of Judah will run with water. 
A fountain will flow out of the Lord’s house 
    and will water the valley of acacias.[d] 
19 But Egypt will be desolate, 
    Edom a desert waste, 
because of violence done to the people of Judah, 
    in whose land they shed innocent blood. 
20 Judah will be inhabited forever 
    and Jerusalem through all generations. 
21 Shall I leave their innocent blood unavenged? 
    No, I will not.” 
 
The Lord dwells in Zion! 
 
Footnotes 
Joel 3:1 In Hebrew texts 3:1-21 is numbered 4:1-21. 
Joel 3:2 Jehoshaphat means the Lord judges; also in verse 12. 
Joel 3:5 Or palaces 
Joel 3:18 Or Valley of Shittim 
 
Chapter 3 of the Book of Joel begins with a prophecy about the future judgment of the 
nations. Joel describes how God will gather all the nations to the Valley of Jehoshaphat 
and judge them for their sins against Israel. The chapter suggests that this judgment will 
take place at the end of time, and that God will restore Israel and judge its enemies. 
Joel then goes on to describe how God will bless Israel in the aftermath of this judgment. 
He promises that the land will once again be fruitful, and that God will dwell among his 
people. Joel also describes how God will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh, resulting in 
miraculous signs and wonders. 
In the final verses of the chapter, Joel speaks of a future day when the nations will beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. He describes how God 
will bring peace to the nations and that all people will come to worship him in Jerusalem. 
Overall, chapter 3 of the Book of Joel contains a prophecy about the future judgment of 
the nations and the restoration of Israel. The chapter emphasizes the ultimate victory of 



God over his enemies and his faithfulness to his people. It ends with a vision of a future 
day of peace and worship in which all nations will come to know and serve the Lord. 
 
Here are some important verses from chapter 3 of the Book of Joel, along with brief 
explanations and their locations in the chapter: 

1. Verse 1 - "In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and 
Jerusalem." This verse refers to a time of restoration for the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem after the judgment of God has passed. 

2. Verse 14 - "Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the 
Lord is near in the valley of decision." This verse speaks of a final judgment when 
the people will have to choose whether to follow God or not. 

3. Verse 16 - "The Lord will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth 
and the heavens will tremble. But the Lord will be a refuge for his people, a 
stronghold for the people of Israel." This verse describes the power and might of 
God, and emphasizes his protection and refuge for those who trust in him. 

4. Verse 17 - "Then you will know that I, the Lord your God, dwell in Zion, my holy 
hill. Jerusalem will be holy; never again will foreigners invade her." This verse 
speaks of a future time when God's presence will be known in Zion, and 
Jerusalem will be a holy and secure city. 

5. Verse 21 - "Shall I leave their innocent blood unavenged? No, I will not." This 
verse emphasizes God's justice and righteousness, and his commitment to holding 
the guilty accountable for their actions. 

 
 
 
Joel chapter 3 in the Old Testament contains theological thoughts and themes that are 
significant in understanding the prophetic message of the book. Here are some key 
theological ideas and potential influences from Joel chapter 3: 
 
The Day of the Lord: Just like in earlier chapters, Joel 3 continues to address the concept 
of the "Day of the Lord." It describes this day as a time when God will gather the nations 
for judgment in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. The theological thought here is that God's 
justice will ultimately prevail, and all nations will be held accountable for their actions. 
The imagery of the Day of the Lord underscores God's sovereignty and His role as the 
ultimate judge of the world. 
 
Judgment and Restoration: Joel 3 depicts both judgment and restoration. The judgment is 
portrayed as the punishment of the nations for their mistreatment of Israel. The 
restoration is seen in God's promise to restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem. This 
theme highlights the theological idea that God is both a just judge and a merciful restorer 
of His people. 
 
Universal Judgment: Joel 3 envisions a gathering of nations for judgment, suggesting a 
universal application of God's justice. This theological thought implies that God's 
authority and judgment extend beyond the boundaries of Israel and that all nations are 
accountable to Him. 



 
The Inheritance of God's People: The chapter speaks of the inheritance of God's people 
and how the land of Israel will be blessed. This reflects the theological idea of God's 
covenant with Israel and His promise to bless them with land and prosperity when they 
are faithful to Him. 
 
Salvation and Refuge: In Joel 3:16, there is a reference to the Lord being a refuge for His 
people and a stronghold for the people of Israel. This reinforces the theological concept 
of God as a protector and refuge for those who trust in Him. 
 
Eschatological Implications: Some interpretations of Joel 3 see eschatological (end-
times) significance in the events described. This chapter's depiction of God's judgment 
and restoration has been seen by some as foreshadowing end-times events and the final 
triumph of God's justice and salvation. 
 
As for theological influence, Joel 3, like other parts of the Book of Joel, contributes to the 
broader biblical themes of divine judgment, repentance, restoration, and the Day of the 
Lord. Its portrayal of God as a just judge and a merciful restorer has influenced the 
understanding of God's character in both Jewish and Christian traditions. Additionally, 
the universal aspect of God's judgment in Joel 3 has implications for how God's 
sovereignty and justice are understood in a global context. The themes found in Joel 3 
resonate with other prophetic writings in the Old Testament and provide a foundation for 
later theological developments in the Bible. 
 
 
Notes: 
 
 
The book of Joel does not contain any specific "hard to solve" or difficult questions like 
some other books in the Bible. However, there are some interpretive questions that 
scholars and readers may have when studying the book of Joel. 
 
One such question concerns the historical context of the book. While the book of Joel 
mentions an invasion of locusts, a drought, and other natural disasters, it is not entirely 
clear when these events took place or if they are symbolic of other events. Additionally, 
the identity of the invading army in Joel 2:20 is not clear, and scholars have suggested 
various possibilities, including the Assyrians or the Babylonians. 
Another interpretive question concerns the symbolic nature of the book. Some scholars 
believe that the locust invasion and other disasters in the book of Joel are symbolic of 
spiritual decline and sin among the people of Israel. Others take a more literal 
interpretation and see the events described in the book as actual historical events. 
Finally, there is some debate over the literary structure of the book of Joel. Some scholars 
see the book as a unified whole, while others believe that it is made up of different 
sections or sources that were combined at a later time. These questions and debates are 
not unique to the book of Joel and are common in the study of ancient texts. 
 


