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Respect Sanctuary in fear of God 

Numbers 4 emphasizes the process and method of moving sanctuary items to ensure that God's 
sanctuary is properly treated and respected 

These include churches and spiritual meeting places, godly and reverent churches and spiritual 
meeting places for God's dwelling, godliness and reverence for God's dwelling 

Churches are usually meeting places for Christianity and some other religions for religious 
services, worship, prayer, preaching, and other religious activities. The church is particularly 
important in Christianity, being considered the dwelling place of God and the center of the 
spiritual life of Christians. Christians gather in churches to express their respect, godliness, and 
awe for God. 

Here are some key concepts about churches and spiritual meeting places: 

Godliness: A church is a godly place where Christians worship God religiously and participate in 
rituals such as communion, prayer, hymn praise, and Bible reading. 

Reverence: The fear of God is one of the important values in Christianity. The church reminds 
people to be devout in fear of God and to recognize God's sanctity and greatness. 

Community gatherings: Churches are also meeting places for Christian communities where 
people can connect, share their faith, support each other, and provide charitable services. 

Communion: The Eucharist is an important element in Christian worship, representing the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, and Christians receive communion in churches to commemorate Jesus' 
sacrifice. 

https://youtu.be/GglirwW13MQ


Prayer: A church is a place of prayer where people can pray to God privately or together, 
expressing their needs, thanksgiving, and repentance. 

Overall, the church is a place of importance in the Christian religion for promoting the spiritual 
life of believers, cultivating godliness and reverence, and providing opportunities for community 
gatherings. Different religions and belief systems may have different churches or spiritual 
meeting places, but they all share core values of reverence and reverence for God. 

Each of us believers is a spiritual meeting place, godly and reverent to God's dwelling place 

The importance of spirituality. According to this view, every believer is a spiritual meeting place, 
because believers believe that the presence of God and the dwelling of the Holy Spirit are not 
limited to churches or religious places, but exist in the heart of each person. 

Here are some of the core concepts of this view: 

Personal Spiritual Experience: Believers believe that everyone can relate to God in their personal 
spiritual life without relying on specific religious ceremonies or venues. This personal spiritual 
experience can include prayer, meditation, devotional, Bible reading, and reflection. 

Godliness and Reverence in the Heart: Believers are encouraged to maintain godliness and 
reverence for God in their hearts, not only in the church but also in everyday life. This means 
respecting the sanctity of God and following religious morality and values. 

God's Abode: Believers believe that God's existence is ubiquitous and that He can find Abode in 
everyone's heart. This view emphasizes intimacy with God and is not limited to specific places or 
rituals. 

Community and Individuals: While individual spiritual experiences are important, religious 
communities are still valuable because they provide opportunities to worship together, learn, 
share faith, and make connections. 

This view takes many forms in Christianity, and similar concepts are found in other religions and 
belief systems. It emphasizes a person's relationship with God and the importance of maintaining 
godliness and reverence in daily life. Different traditions may have different ways of 
emphasizing and interpreting it, but this philosophy emphasizes the personal and inner 
dimensions of faith. The Bible does contain passages about churches and spiritual meeting 
places, as well as godliness and reverence for God's dwelling place. Here are some relevant Bible 
verses: 

Hebrews 10:25 

"We must not stop gathering, as those who have stopped accustomed to exhorting one another, 
knowing that the day is approaching, and even more so. " 

This verse emphasizes the importance of meeting in groups in faith to encourage and exhort one 
another. 

Matthew 18:20  



"For wherever two or three people meet in my name, there I am among them. " 

Jesus taught about the importance of gatherings of believers and emphasized that He would be 
with those gathered in His name. 

Psalm 84:10  

"One day in your courtyard is as strong as a thousand days elsewhere. I would rather guard the 
door in my temple than live in the tent of the wicked. " 

This verse expresses the desire for God's dwelling place and the fear of being in God's temple. 

These verses emphasize the importance of churches and spiritual meeting places in Christianity 
and encourage believers to have godliness and reverence for God in these places. However, while 
the Bible contains these verses, to understand the full meaning of these verses, it is often 
necessary to consider their context as well as the relevant biblical doctrines.  

 

Let us pray together: 

Dear Heavenly Father, we gather before you at this wonderful time and thank you for creating 
churches and spiritual meeting places for us. We humbly pray to you that your Holy Spirit fill us 
and lead us to find your face in this place. 

We thank you for giving us the church this special place, a holy place where we can gather and 
worship you. This is not only a building, but also a sanctuary for our souls, where we can find 
inner peace and peace. 

Help us to maintain godliness and awe here. Let us honor your sanctity not only in this place, but 
deep within our hearts. May our worship be not just verbal, but heartfelt, and glorify your name 
in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

Help us understand that while this church is a holy place, each of us is also your spiritual 
meeting place. May our lives be your dwelling place and let your Holy Spirit manifest in our 
hearts. Help us stay connected to you in our daily lives and feel your presence wherever we are. 

Bless this church and this community of faith. Let it be a place of love and peace, a place where 
we can support each other and connect. May your will be done here and your name glorified. We 
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

Numbers chapter 4 

CHAPTER 4 

Nu. 4:1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 

Nu. 4:2 “Take a census of the Kohathite branch of the Levites by 



their clans and families. 

Nu. 4:3 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come 

to serve in the work in the Tent of Meeting. 

Nu. 4:4 “This is the work of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: 

the care of the most holy things. 

Nu. 4:5 When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons are to go in 

and take down the shielding curtain and cover the ark of the 

Testimony with it. 

Nu. 4:6 Then they are to cover this with hides of sea cows, [That is, 

large aquatic mammals; also elsewhere in this chapter] spread 

a cloth of solid blue over that and put the poles in place. 

Nu. 4:7 “Over the table of the Presence they are to spread a blue 

cloth and put on it the plates, dishes and bowls, and the jars 

for drink offerings; the bread that is continually there is to 

remain on it. 

Nu. 4:8 Over these they are to spread a scarlet cloth, cover that with 

hides of sea cows and put its poles in place. 

Nu. 4:9 “They are to take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand that is 

for light, together with its lamps, its wick trimmers and trays, 

and all its jars for the oil used to supply it. 

Nu. 4:10 Then they are to wrap it and all its accessories in a covering 

of hides of sea cows and put it on a carrying frame. 

Nu. 4:11 “Over the gold altar they are to spread a blue cloth and cover 

that with hides of sea cows and put its poles in place. 

Nu. 4:12 “They are to take all the articles used for ministering in the 

sanctuary, wrap them in a blue cloth, cover that with hides of 

sea cows and put them on a carrying frame. 

Nu. 4:13 “They are to remove the ashes from the bronze altar and 



spread a purple cloth over it. 

Nu. 4:14 Then they are to place on it all the utensils used for 

ministering at the altar, including the firepans, meat forks, 

shovels and sprinkling bowls. Over it they are to spread a 

covering of hides of sea cows and put its poles in place. 

Nu. 4:15 “After Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy 

furnishings and all the holy articles, and when the camp is 

ready to move, the Kohathites are to come to do the carrying. 

But they must not touch the holy things or they will die. The 

Kohathites are to carry those things that are in the Tent of 

Meeting. 

Nu. 4:16 “Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, is to have charge of the oil 

for the light, the fragrant incense, the regular grain offering 

and the anointing oil. He is to be in charge of the entire 

tabernacle and everything in it, including its holy furnishings 

and articles.” 

Nu. 4:17 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 

Nu. 4:18 “See that the Kohathite tribal clans are not cut off from the 

Levites. 

Nu. 4:19 So that they may live and not die when they come near the 

most holy things, do this for them: Aaron and his sons are to 

go into the sanctuary and assign to each man his work and 

what he is to carry. 

Nu. 4:20 But the Kohathites must not go in to look at the holy things, 

even for a moment, or they will die.” 

Nu. 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, 

Nu. 4:22 “Take a census also of the Gershonites by their families and 

clans. 



Nu. 4:23 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come 

to serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting. 

Nu. 4:24 “This is the service of the Gershonite clans as they work and 

carry burdens: 

Nu. 4:25 They are to carry the curtains of the tabernacle, the Tent of 

Meeting, its covering and the outer covering of hides of sea 

cows, the curtains for the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 

Nu. 4:26 the curtains of the courtyard surrounding the tabernacle and 

altar, the curtain for the entrance, the ropes and all the 

equipment used in its service. The Gershonites are to do all 

that needs to be done with these things. 

Nu. 4:27 All their service, whether carrying or doing other work, is to 

be done under the direction of Aaron and his sons. You shall 

assign to them as their responsibility all they are to carry. 

Nu. 4:28 This is the service of the Gershonite clans at the Tent of 

Meeting. Their duties are to be under the direction of Ithamar 

son of Aaron, the priest. 

Nu. 4:29 “Count the Merarites by their clans and families. 

Nu. 4:30 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come 

to serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting. 

Nu. 4:31 This is their duty as they perform service at the Tent of 

Meeting: to carry the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, 

posts and bases, 

Nu. 4:32 as well as the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their 

bases, tent pegs, ropes, all their equipment and everything 

related to their use. Assign to each man the specific things he 

is to carry. 

Nu. 4:33 This is the service of the Merarite clans as they work at the 



Tent of Meeting under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, 

the priest.” 

Nu. 4:34 Moses, Aaron and the leaders of the community counted the 

Kohathites by their clans and families. 

Nu. 4:35 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to 

serve in the work in the Tent of Meeting, 

Nu. 4:36 counted by clans, were 2,750. 

Nu. 4:37 This was the total of all those in the Kohathite clans who 

served in the Tent of Meeting. Moses and Aaron counted 

them according to the LORD’s command through Moses. 

Nu. 4:38 The Gershonites were counted by their clans and families. 

Nu. 4:39 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to 

serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting, 

Nu. 4:40 counted by their clans and families, were 2,630. 

Nu. 4:41 This was the total of those in the Gershonite clans who 

served at the Tent of Meeting. Moses and Aaron counted 

them according to the LORD’s command. 

Nu. 4:42 The Merarites were counted by their clans and families. 

Nu. 4:43 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to 

serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting, 

Nu. 4:44 counted by their clans, were 3,200. 

Nu. 4:45 This was the total of those in the Merarite clans. Moses and 

Aaron counted them according to the LORD’s command 

through Moses. 

Nu. 4:46 So Moses, Aaron and the leaders of Israel counted all the 

Levites by their clans and families. 

Nu. 4:47 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to do 

the work of serving and carrying the Tent of Meeting 



Nu. 4:48 numbered 8,580. 

Nu. 4:49 At the LORD’s command through Moses, each was assigned 

his work and told what to carry. Thus they were counted, as 

the LORD commanded Moses. 

 

Chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the responsibilities and duties of the Kohathite 
clan within the tribe of Levi. The chapter provides instructions for the Kohathites regarding the 
transportation and handling of the sacred objects in the tabernacle. Here's a reflection on some 
key themes and lessons from Numbers 4: 

 

Reverence for the Sacred: The chapter highlights the importance of treating the sacred objects 
and spaces with utmost reverence. The Kohathites were assigned the responsibility of handling 
the most holy items, such as the ark of the covenant and the various furnishings of the tabernacle. 
They were instructed to cover these items carefully to protect them during transportation. 

Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of reverence and respect when it comes to 
matters of the sacred. It teaches us to approach God and the sacred aspects of our faith with awe 
and honor. By recognizing the holiness of God and the sacred objects associated with worship, 
we can cultivate a deeper sense of reverence in our own lives. 

 

Accountability and Order: The chapter emphasizes the importance of accountability and order in 
carrying out the duties related to the tabernacle. The Levites, including the Kohathites, were 
given specific instructions on how to handle and transport the sacred objects. Any deviation from 
these instructions would result in severe consequences. 

Reflection: The emphasis on accountability and order in this chapter reminds us of the value of 
being responsible and obedient in the roles we are given. It encourages us to fulfill our duties 
with diligence and attention to detail. By embracing accountability and order in our own lives, 
we can contribute to the smooth functioning of our communities and ensure that tasks are carried 
out effectively. 

 

Teamwork and Collaboration: The chapter highlights the importance of teamwork and 
collaboration among the Levites. Each clan within the tribe of Levi had specific responsibilities, 
and they worked together in a coordinated manner to accomplish their tasks. The Kohathites 
relied on the assistance of the other Levitical families for the preparation and transportation of 
the sacred objects. 

Reflection: This chapter underscores the significance of working together and supporting one 
another in fulfilling our responsibilities. It reminds us that we are part of a larger community and 



that cooperation is essential for success. By valuing teamwork and collaboration, we can create 
an environment of mutual support and achieve greater outcomes together. 

 

Attention to Detail: The chapter emphasizes the need for meticulousness and attention to detail in 
handling the sacred objects. The Kohathites were instructed to ensure that each item was 
covered, wrapped, and properly secured before transportation. Failure to do so would result in 
dire consequences. 

Reflection: The emphasis on attention to detail in this chapter reminds us of the importance of 
thoroughness and precision in our own lives. It encourages us to approach our tasks and 
responsibilities with care and diligence. By paying attention to the details, we can avoid errors 
and create an environment of excellence in all that we do. 

 

Overall, Numbers 4 highlights themes of reverence, accountability, teamwork, and attention to 
detail. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to approach the sacred with reverence, fulfill 
our duties with accountability and order, work collaboratively with others, and give attention to 
the details of our responsibilities. 

 

 

Chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible continues to describe the duties and 
responsibilities of the tribe of Levi, specifically the Kohathites, who were responsible for 
transporting the holy objects in the tabernacle. The chapter begins by listing the specific items 
that were to be transported by the Kohathites, including the ark of the covenant, the table of 
showbread, the lampstand, the altars, and the utensils. The chapter then describes how each item 
was to be covered and carried by the Kohathites, with specific instructions given for each object. 
The chapter concludes by emphasizing the importance of following these instructions, as any 
unauthorized person who touched the holy objects would be put to death. 

 

Here are some of the key verses from chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

• "The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 'Take a census of the sons of Kohath from 
among the sons of Levi, by their clans and their fathers' houses.'" - Numbers 4:1-2 

• "And when the camp is to set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and take down the veil 
of the screen and cover the ark of the testimony with it." - Numbers 4:5 

• "And they shall take a cloth of blue and cover the lampstand for the light, with its lamps, 
its tongs, its trays, and all the vessels for oil with which it is supplied." - Numbers 4:9 



• "Then they shall take all the vessels of the service used in the sanctuary and put them in a 
cloth of blue and cover them with a covering of goatskin and put them on the carrying frame." - 
Numbers 4:12 

• "All the service of the sons of the Gershonites shall be at the command of Aaron and his 
sons, in all that they are to carry and in all that they have to do. And you shall assign to their 
charge all that they are to carry." - Numbers 4:27 


