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Respect for words 

Situations where people are particularly happy about gossiping may stem from unhealthy 
psychological and social factors, but this behavior should not be encouraged or supported. Here 
are some factors that might explain this: 

Self-improvement: Some people boost their self-esteem by gossiping about others, thinking that 
by criticizing others, they can feel better and superior in comparison. This psychological 
mechanism usually stems from an inferiority complex and the need to find a way to enhance 
one's sense of worth. 

Social weapons: Gossip can also be seen as a social weapon used to exclude or exclude others 
and establish one's social status. This behavior may be motivated by competition, jealousy, or the 
need for control. 

Seek attention: Some people may grab someone's attention by gossiping about others, which can 
make them feel special and important, as gossip tends to cause controversy and discussion. 

Social group pressure: Sometimes people may be influenced by the social group they are in, and 
if people in that group generally like to gossip about others, someone may also participate in it in 
order to fit into the group. 

However, gossiping about others is unhealthy and harmful and can damage the reputation of 
others, cause harm to the person being gossiped, and reduce social trust and harmony. The Bible 
and many ethical codes teach us to respect others and avoid such demeaning behavior. 

The best way to do this is to build a social environment that respects and supports others, 
respects their privacy and dignity, and interacts with others in a positive and constructive way. 

https://youtu.be/oIYtZTfF6ZU


Such behaviors will be more conducive to building healthy social relationships and making 
everyone happier and more satisfied. 

 

Words are an integral part of our daily lives, not only reflecting our thoughts and emotions, but 
also having a profound impact on others. In this context, the Bible teaches us to stop gossiping 
about others and emphasizes the principles of respect and prudence. Below we'll dive into why 
respect for words is so important and how biblical teaching guides our actions. 

First, respect for words is a key principle in biblical teaching. In the Bible we can find many 
teachings related to words and language that emphasize the power and responsibility of words. 
For example, Ephesians 4:29 writes, "Do not utter a word of defilement, but speak good words 
that make man good, and that he who hears it may benefit." This passage teaches us that our 
words should not hurt or insult others, but should build and inspire people through words. 

Second, respect for words helps build and maintain healthy relationships. There are many 
teachings in the Bible about kindness, forgiveness, and mutual respect, and these principles can 
guide how we use words in our dealings. In James 3:9-10 it is written, "It is not appropriate for 
us to praise our Lord and Father and to curse with it, my brethren." This passage reminds us that 
our words can be used to praise God as well as to harm others. Therefore, we need to choose our 
words carefully in order to build positive relationships. 

Finally, respect for words reflects our character and beliefs. The Bible teaches that our words 
should be consistent with our faith and reflect our love and fear of God. In 1 Corinthians 10:31 it 
is written, "Therefore, whatever you eat or drink, walk for the glory of God." This passage 
reminds us that all our actions and words should be done to glorify God, and that includes the 
way we communicate with others. 

In short, the Bible teaches us to stop gossiping about others and emphasizes the principles of 
respect and prudence. These teachings not only help build and maintain healthy relationships, but 
also reflect our character and beliefs. So let's speak with respect and caution to better 
demonstrate our fear and love for God. 

 

Let us pray together 

Heavenly Father we gather before you and thank you for giving us this opportunity to pray 
together. Today, we come to you and ask for your wisdom and strength to help us live in the 
Christian community without gossip, respect and love for one another. 

Lord, you teach in Scripture that we are to build and encourage with our words, not hurt and 
criticize with them. We acknowledge that sometimes we may get caught up in gossip about 
others, but today we ask for your encouragement and guidance to help us change this unhealthy 
habit. 



Give us the keen insight to discern what is helpful and constructive speech and what is harmful 
and hurtful. Help us to build an environment of love and respect where everyone feels welcome 
and valued. 

Lord, we also ask you to give us the strength to control our tongues and stop saying hurtful 
words. May our words be blessings and encouragements that help us grow with each other and 
build deeper relationships. 

Lord, please fill our hearts with love so that we can forgive and be considerate of one another. 
Help us to pass on your love and compassion in the group and let us be partners who support and 
encourage each other. 

We humbly come to you and pray for all this, in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen 

 

CHAPTER 27 

Le. 27:1 The LORD said to Moses, 

Le. 27:2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘If anyone makes a 

special vow to dedicate persons to the LORD by giving 

equivalent values, 

Le. 27:3 set the value of a male between the ages of twenty and sixty 

at fifty shekels [That is, about 1 1/4 pounds (about 0.6 

kilogram); also in verse 16] of silver, according to the 

sanctuary shekel; [That is, about 2/5 ounce (about 11.5 

grams); also in verse 25] 

Le. 27:4 and if it is a female, set her value at thirty shekels. [That is, 

about 12 ounces (about 0.3 kilogram)] 

Le. 27:5 If it is a person between the ages of five and twenty, set the 

value of a male at twenty shekels [That is, about 8 ounces 

(about 0.2 kilogram)] and of a female at ten shekels. [That is, 

about 4 ounces (about 115 grams); also in verse 7] 

Le. 27:6 If it is a person between one month and five years, set the 

value of a male at five shekels [That is, about 2 ounces (about 

55 grams)] of silver and that of a female at three shekels 



[That is, about 1 1/4 ounces (about 35 grams)] of silver. 

Le. 27:7 If it is a person sixty years old or more, set the value of a 

male at fifteen shekels [That is, about 6 ounces (about 170 

grams)] and of a female at ten shekels. 

Le. 27:8 If anyone making the vow is too poor to pay the specified 

amount, he is to present the person to the priest, who will set 

the value for him according to what the man making the vow 

can afford. 

Le. 27:9 “‘If what he vowed is an animal that is acceptable as an 

offering to the LORD, such an animal given to the LORD 

becomes holy. 

Le. 27:10 He must not exchange it or substitute a good one for a bad 

one, or a bad one for a good one; if he should substitute one 

animal for another, both it and the substitute become holy. 

Le. 27:11 If what he vowed is a ceremonially unclean animal — one 

that is not acceptable as an offering to the LORD — the 

animal must be presented to the priest, 

Le. 27:12 who will judge its quality as good or bad. Whatever value the 

priest then sets, that is what it will be. 

Le. 27:13 If the owner wishes to redeem the animal, he must add a fifth 

to its value. 

Le. 27:14 “‘If a man dedicates his house as something holy to the 

LORD, the priest will judge its quality as good or bad. 

Whatever value the priest then sets, so it will remain. 

Le. 27:15 If the man who dedicates his house redeems it, he must add a 

fifth to its value, and the house will again become his. 

Le. 27:16 “‘If a man dedicates to the LORD part of his family land, its 

value is to be set according to the amount of seed required 



for it — fifty shekels of silver to a homer [That is, probably 

about 6 bushels (about 220 litres)] of barley seed. 

Le. 27:17 If he dedicates his field during the Year of Jubilee, the value 

that has been set remains. 

Le. 27:18 But if he dedicates his field after the Jubilee, the priest will 

determine the value according to the number of years that 

remain until the next Year of Jubilee, and its set value will be 

reduced. 

Le. 27:19 If the man who dedicates the field wishes to redeem it, he 

must add a fifth to its value, and the field will again become 

his. 

Le. 27:20 If, however, he does not redeem the field, or if he has sold it 

to someone else, it can never be redeemed. 

Le. 27:21 When the field is released in the Jubilee, it will become holy, 

like a field devoted to the LORD; it will become the property 

of the priests. [Or priest] 

Le. 27:22 “‘If a man dedicates to the LORD a field he has bought, 

which is not part of his family land, 

Le. 27:23 the priest will determine its value up to the Year of Jubilee, 

and the man must pay its value on that day as something holy 

to the LORD. 

Le. 27:24 In the Year of Jubilee the field will revert to the person from 

whom he bought it, the one whose land it was. 

Le. 27:25 Every value is to be set according to the sanctuary shekel, 

twenty gerahs to the shekel. 

Le. 27:26 “‘No-one, however, may dedicate the firstborn of an animal, 

since the firstborn already belongs to the LORD; whether an 

ox [The Hebrew word can include both male and female.] or 



a sheep, it is the LORD’s. 

Le. 27:27 If it is one of the unclean animals, he may buy it back at its 

set value, adding a fifth of the value to it. If he does not 

redeem it, it is to be sold at its set value. 

Le. 27:28 “‘But nothing that a man owns and devotes [The Hebrew 

term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons 

to the LORD.] to the LORD — whether man or animal or 

family land — may be sold or redeemed; everything so 

devoted is most holy to the LORD. 

Le. 27:29 “‘No person devoted to destruction [The Hebrew term refers 

to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the 

LORD, often by totally destroying them.] may be ransomed; 

he must be put to death. 

Le. 27:30 “‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the 

soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to 

the LORD. 

Le. 27:31 If a man redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth of the 

value to it. 

Le. 27:32 The entire tithe of the herd and flock — every tenth animal 

that passes under the shepherd’s rod — will be holy to the 

LORD. 

Le. 27:33 He must not pick out the good from the bad or make any 

substitution. If he does make a substitution, both the animal 

and its substitute become holy and cannot be redeemed.’” 

Le. 27:34 These are the commands the LORD gave Moses on Mount 

Sinai for the Israelites. 

 

Summary of chapter 27 in the book Leviticus in bible 



Leviticus 27 outlines regulations for the redemption of persons, animals, and property edicated to 
the Lord. The chapter begins by stating that a person can make a vow to the Lord to give a 
dedicated offering, and the value of the offering will be assessed by the priest. 

The chapter then outlines the value of various offerings, such as animals, houses, fields, and 
persons. If the person cannot pay the assessed value, they can redeem the offering by adding a 
fifth of its value. 

The chapter also deals with the redemption of the firstborn, both of animals and humans, and 
how the offering of an unclean animal or one with a defect is not acceptable. 

The chapter ends by stating that all the offerings made to the Lord are holy and cannot be 
exchanged or substituted, and that the Levites have no inheritance among the people of Israel 
because they have been set apart for the service of the Lord. 

Overall, Leviticus 27 emphasizes the sanctity of offerings made to the Lord and the importance 
of fulfilling vows made to Him. It also reinforces the separation of the Levites from the rest of 
the people and their role in the service of the Lord. 

 

The key verses in chapter 27 in the book of Leviticus in christian bible 

Leviticus chapter 27 discusses the redemption of people, animals, and property that have been 
devoted to the Lord. Some key verses in this chapter include: 

• "If anyone makes a special vow to dedicate a person to the Lord by giving the equivalent 
value, set your value for a male between the ages of twenty and sixty at fifty shekels of silver, 
according to the sanctuary shekel." (Leviticus 27:2-3) 

• "If what they vowed is a ceremonially unclean animal—one that is not acceptable as an 
offering to the Lord—the animal must be presented before the priest." (Leviticus 27:11) 

• "A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, 
belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord." (Leviticus 27:30) 

• "But nothing that a person owns and devotes to the Lord—whether a human being or an 
animal or family land—may be sold or redeemed; everything so devoted is most holy to the 
Lord." (Leviticus 27:28) 

These verses emphasize the importance of keeping vows made to the Lord, including vows to 
dedicate people, animals, and property. The chapter also discusses the proper redemption of these 
things and the importance of tithing. 

 

Chapter 27 of the Book of Leviticus in the Bible addresses the subject of vows and the 
dedication of people, animals, and possessions to God. It provides guidelines for redeeming or 
fulfilling these vows and the value placed on different offerings. Here is a reflection on the key 
themes and lessons found in Leviticus chapter 27: 



 

The Value of Vows: Leviticus 27 acknowledges the practice of making vows to God, where 
individuals would dedicate themselves, their possessions, or their livestock to Him. 

Reflection: The recognition of vows reminds us of the importance of our words and 
commitments before God. It challenges us to be intentional and thoughtful in making promises to 
God, knowing that we are accountable for fulfilling them. It prompts us to consider the sincerity 
and authenticity of our devotion to God, ensuring that our commitments are genuine expressions 
of our love and dedication to Him. 

 

The Principle of Redemption: Leviticus 27 introduces the principle of redemption, allowing 
individuals to redeem or buy back what they had dedicated to God if they desired to keep it for 
themselves. 

Reflection: The principle of redemption reminds us of God's grace and provision. It emphasizes 
the opportunity for restoration and renewal, even after making vows or dedications that may 
have been hasty or burdensome. It prompts us to consider the cost of redemption and the value of 
our relationship with God, recognizing that His grace extends to all who seek reconciliation and 
restoration. 

 

Assigning Value: Leviticus 27 provides a system for assigning monetary value to people, 
animals, and possessions dedicated to God, which would determine the requirements for 
redemption or fulfillment. 

Reflection: The assignment of value challenges us to consider the worth and significance of the 
things we possess. It prompts us to evaluate our priorities and attachments, recognizing that our 
true value lies in our relationship with God and the character we develop through obedience and 
devotion. It challenges us to use our resources wisely and responsibly, stewarding them for the 
glory of God and the well-being of others. 

 

Honoring Commitments: Leviticus 27 emphasizes the importance of honoring commitments and 
not breaking one's word, particularly in matters related to vows made to God. 

Reflection: The emphasis on honoring commitments challenges us to be people of integrity and 
faithfulness. It prompts us to fulfill our promises and commitments, recognizing that our 
reliability and trustworthiness reflect our character and our relationship with God. It encourages 
us to prioritize our relationship with God above all else, aligning our actions with our words and 
striving to be people of truth and integrity. 

 



In summary, Leviticus chapter 27 focuses on the themes of vows, redemption, assigning value, 
and honoring commitments. It reminds us of the significance of our words and promises before 
God. It challenges us to be people of integrity and devotion, valuing our relationship with God 
above all else. It prompts us to recognize the opportunity for restoration and renewal through 
redemption. Ultimately, it encourages us to live with sincerity, accountability, and faithfulness in 
our relationship with God and in our interactions with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

 

The book of Leviticus contains many complex laws and regulations related to the practices of the 
Israelites, which can be difficult to fully understand and interpret in a modern context. Some of 
the most difficult questions that arise from the book of Leviticus include: 

1. Why were certain animals deemed unclean and others clean, and what was the reasoning 
behind these classifications? 

2. What was the purpose and significance of the elaborate sacrificial system described in 
Leviticus, and how did it relate to the forgiveness of sins? 

3. How should we interpret the harsh penalties outlined for certain sins and transgressions, 
such as the death penalty for adultery or blasphemy? 

4. How do we reconcile the seemingly contradictory messages of Leviticus with the broader 
themes of love, mercy, and forgiveness emphasized throughout the Bible? 

5. How should we approach the many detailed regulations related to ritual purity and 
cleanliness, given that many of these practices no longer hold the same cultural or religious 
significance today? 

. 

 


