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Numbers 

The Book of Numbers is the fourth book of the Christian Old Testament. It begins with 
the Israelites at Sinai, where God commands Moses to take a census of the people. The 
book then describes the journey of the Israelites through the wilderness, during which 
they complain about their conditions and God punishes them with plagues and other 
misfortunes. 
Along the way, God gives Moses various laws and regulations for the Israelites to follow, 
including instructions for sacrifice, cleanliness, and the observance of various feasts and 
holidays. The book also includes several stories of rebellion and disobedience among the 
Israelites, as well as the punishment that God metes out for these transgressions. 
The latter part of the book describes the Israelites' approach to the Promised Land and 
their encounters with various other peoples along the way. The book ends with the 
Israelites finally reaching the borders of Canaan, the land that God promised to them, and 
with Moses giving his final instructions to the people before his death. 
 
Here is a brief summary of each chapter in the Book of Numbers: 
Chapter 1: God commands Moses to take a census of the Israelites. 
Chapter 2: The Israelites are organized into groups for their journey through the 
wilderness. 
Chapter 3: The descendants of Aaron are designated as priests, and the Levites are set 
apart for service in the tabernacle. 
Chapter 4: The duties of the Levites in caring for the tabernacle are outlined. 
Chapter 5: Laws concerning restitution for wrongdoing and for the purification of those 
who have been defiled are given. 
Chapter 6: The Nazirite vow is introduced, and instructions are given for the priests to 
bless the people. 
Chapter 7: The leaders of each tribe bring offerings for the dedication of the tabernacle. 
Chapter 8: The Levites are consecrated for service in the tabernacle. 
Chapter 9: Instructions are given for celebrating the Passover and observing the cloud 
that guides the Israelites. 
Chapter 10: The Israelites set out from Sinai and are led by the cloud. 



Chapter 11: The people complain about their conditions, and God sends quail and a 
plague. 
Chapter 12: Miriam and Aaron speak against Moses, and Miriam is punished with 
leprosy. 
Chapter 13: The Israelites send spies into Canaan, and the spies report back with a mixed 
assessment of the land. 
Chapter 14: The people rebel against Moses and Joshua and refuse to enter the land, so 
God punishes them with wandering in the wilderness. 
Chapter 15: Laws concerning offerings, sacrifices, and Sabbath observance are given. 
Chapter 16: Korah and other rebels challenge the authority of Moses and Aaron, and are 
punished with death. 
Chapter 17: God demonstrates that Aaron and his descendants are the rightful priests by 
causing Aaron's staff to sprout. 
Chapter 18: The Levites are given various duties and responsibilities in the service of the 
tabernacle. 
Chapter 19: The ritual of the red heifer is given for purification from defilement. 
Chapter 20: The Israelites complain about the lack of water, and Moses strikes a rock to 
bring forth water, but is punished for not giving God the credit. 
Chapter 21: The Israelites defeat several Canaanite kings and are punished with a plague 
of snakes. 
Chapter 22: Balak, king of Moab, hires Balaam to curse the Israelites, but God causes 
Balaam to bless them instead. 
Chapter 23: Balaam blesses the Israelites, to the dismay of Balak. 
Chapter 24: Balaam blesses the Israelites again, prophesying their eventual triumph over 
their enemies. 
Chapter 25: The Israelites are enticed into worshiping the god Baal, and God punishes 
them with a plague. 
Chapter 26: Another census is taken to determine the size of the new generation of 
Israelites. 
Chapter 27: The daughters of Zelophehad petition for their inheritance, and Joshua is 
designated as Moses' successor. 
Chapter 28: Instructions are given for the daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly offerings 
and sacrifices. 
Chapter 29: Instructions are given for the observance of the feasts of Trumpets, 
Atonement, and Tabernacles. 
Chapter 30: Laws concerning vows made by women are given. 
Chapter 31: The Israelites defeat the Midianites and divide the spoils. 
Chapter 32: The tribes of Reuben and Gad ask for permission to settle on the east side of 
the Jordan, and Moses grants their request. 
Chapter 33: A record of the Israelites' journey through the wilderness is given. 
Chapter 34: God gives Moses instructions for dividing the land of Canaan among the 
tribes of Israel, specifying the borders of the land on each side. The chapter also lists the 
names of the men appointed to help divide the land. 
Chapter 35: God instructs the Israelites to set aside certain cities as cities of refuge where 
people who accidentally killed someone could flee to avoid being killed in retaliation. 



The chapter also sets out the rules for determining whether someone had killed another 
person accidentally or intentionally. 
Chapter 36: This chapter deals with the issue of inheritance and marriage within the tribes 
of Israel. The daughters of Zelophehad, who had previously petitioned for their 
inheritance, are required to marry within their own tribe so that the inheritance would 
remain within the tribe. The chapter also clarifies that women who inherit property must 
marry within their own tribe to prevent the land from passing to a different tribe. 
 
 
CHAPTER 1 
Nu. 1:1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the Tent of Meeting in the 
Desert of Sinai on the first day of the second month of the 
second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He said: 
Nu. 1:2 “Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their 
clans and families, listing every man by name, one by one. 
Nu. 1:3 You and Aaron are to number by their divisions all the men in 
Israel twenty years old or more who are able to serve in the 
army. 
Nu. 1:4 One man from each tribe, each the head of his family, is to 
help you. 
Nu. 1:5 These are the names of the men who are to assist you: from 
Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur; 
Nu. 1:6 from Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai; 
Nu. 1:7 from Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab; 
Nu. 1:8 from Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar; 
Nu. 1:9 from Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon; 
Nu. 1:10 from the sons of Joseph: from Ephraim, Elishama son of 
Ammihud; from Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur; 
Nu. 1:11 from Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni; 
Nu. 1:12 from Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai; 
Nu. 1:13 from Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran; 
Nu. 1:14 from Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel; 
Nu. 1:15 from Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan.” 
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Nu. 1:16 These were the men appointed from the community, the 
leaders of their ancestral tribes. They were the heads of the 
clans of Israel. 
Nu. 1:17 Moses and Aaron took these men whose names had been 
given, 
Nu. 1:18 and they called the whole community together on the first day 
of the second month. The people indicated their ancestry by 
their clans and families, and the men twenty years old or 
more were listed by name, one by one, 
Nu. 1:19 as the LORD commanded Moses. And so he counted them in 
the Desert of Sinai: 
Nu. 1:20 From the descendants of Reuben the firstborn son of Israel: 



All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve 
in the army were listed by name, one by one, according to the 
records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:21 The number from the tribe of Reuben was 46,500. 
Nu. 1:22 From the descendants of Simeon: All the men twenty years 
old or more who were able to serve in the army were counted 
and listed by name, one by one, according to the records of 
their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:23 The number from the tribe of Simeon was 59,300. 
Nu. 1:24 From the descendants of Gad: All the men twenty years old 
or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by 
name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:25 The number from the tribe of Gad was 45,650. 
Nu. 1:26 From the descendants of Judah: All the men twenty years old 
or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by 
name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:27 The number from the tribe of Judah was 74,600. 
Nu. 1:28 From the descendants of Issachar: All the men twenty years 
old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
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Nu. 1:29 The number from the tribe of Issachar was 54,400. 
Nu. 1:30 From the descendants of Zebulun: All the men twenty years 
old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:31 The number from the tribe of Zebulun was 57,400. 
Nu. 1:32 From the sons of Joseph: From the descendants of Ephraim: 
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve 
in the army were listed by name, according to the records of 
their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:33 The number from the tribe of Ephraim was 40,500. 
Nu. 1:34 From the descendants of Manasseh: All the men twenty years 
old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:35 The number from the tribe of Manasseh was 32,200. 
Nu. 1:36 From the descendants of Benjamin: All the men twenty years 
old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:37 The number from the tribe of Benjamin was 35,400. 
Nu. 1:38 From the descendants of Dan: All the men twenty years old 
or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by 
name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:39 The number from the tribe of Dan was 62,700. 
Nu. 1:40 From the descendants of Asher: All the men twenty years old 
or more who were able to serve in the army were listed by 
name, according to the records of their clans and families. 



Nu. 1:41 The number from the tribe of Asher was 41,500. 
Nu. 1:42 From the descendants of Naphtali: All the men twenty years 
old or more who were able to serve in the army were listed 
by name, according to the records of their clans and families. 
Nu. 1:43 The number from the tribe of Naphtali was 53,400. 
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Nu. 1:44 These were the men counted by Moses and Aaron and the 
twelve leaders of Israel, each one representing his family. 
Nu. 1:45 All the Israelites twenty years old or more who were able to 
serve in Israel’s army were counted according to their 
families. 
Nu. 1:46 The total number was 603,550. 
Nu. 1:47 The families of the tribe of Levi, however, were not counted 
along with the others. 
Nu. 1:48 The LORD had said to Moses: 
Nu. 1:49 “You must not count the tribe of Levi or include them in the 
census of the other Israelites. 
Nu. 1:50 Instead, appoint the Levites to be in charge of the tabernacle 
of the Testimony — over all its furnishings and everything 
belonging to it. They are to carry the tabernacle and all its 
furnishings; they are to take care of it and encamp round it. 
Nu. 1:51 Whenever the tabernacle is to move, the Levites are to take it 
down, and whenever the tabernacle is to be set up, the 
Levites shall do it. Anyone else who goes near it shall be put 
to death. 
Nu. 1:52 The Israelites are to set up their tents by divisions, each man 
in his own camp under his own standard. 
Nu. 1:53 The Levites, however, are to set up their tents round the 
tabernacle of the Testimony so that wrath will not fall on the 
Israelite community. The Levites are to be responsible for the 
care of the tabernacle of the Testimony.” 
Nu. 1:54 The Israelites did all this just as the LORD commanded 
Moses 
 
Chapter 1 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible recounts how God commanded 
Moses to conduct a census of the Israelites who were able to serve in the army. Moses 
and Aaron, along with the leaders of each tribe, took note of every male aged 20 or older 
who was fit for battle. The tribe of Levi was excluded from the census because they were 
set apart to serve in the tabernacle. The total number of Israelite men counted was 
603,550. The chapter concludes by listing the leaders of each tribe who assisted Moses 
and Aaron in the census-taking process. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 1 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible are: 
 



1:1 - "The Lord spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first 
day of the second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He 
said:" 
1:2-3 - "Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans and families, 
listing every man by name, one by one. You and Aaron are to count according to their 
divisions all the men in Israel who are twenty years old or more and able to serve in the 
army." 
1:17 - "So Moses and Aaron took these men who had been designated by name," 
1:20-21 - "These were the men appointed from the community, the leaders of their 
ancestral tribes. They were the heads of the clans of Israel." 
1:46 - "The total number was 603,550." 
These verses introduce the book of Numbers by describing how God commands Moses 
and Aaron to take a census of the Israelites, and how they carry out this task with the help 
of appointed leaders from each tribe. The final verse in the chapter gives the total number 
of men who were counted in the census. 
 
The Book of Numbers is the fourth book of the Hebrew Bible and the Christian Old 
Testament. It primarily focuses on the events that took place during the Israelites' journey 
through the wilderness from Mount Sinai to the borders of the Promised Land. Chapter 1 
of Numbers provides an account of the census that was conducted among the Israelites. 
Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from this chapter: 
 
Organizational Structure: The chapter highlights the importance of organization and 
order. God instructed Moses and Aaron to conduct a census to count all the eligible males 
from each tribe. This census served to establish the organizational structure of the 
Israelite camp, positioning the tribes around the tabernacle. It demonstrates that God 
values structure and order in the community. 
Reflection: Just as God desired order and organization within the Israelite camp, we can 
apply this principle to our own lives. Establishing structure and organization in our daily 
routines and responsibilities can bring clarity and efficiency. It helps us focus on what 
truly matters and ensures that we fulfill our obligations effectively. 
 
God's Faithfulness: The census in Numbers 1 shows that God remained faithful to His 
promise of making the descendants of Abraham into a great nation. The large numbers of 
the Israelite community reflected God's faithfulness in fulfilling His covenant with 
Abraham. 
Reflection: In our own lives, we can find reassurance in the faithfulness of God. Just as 
God was faithful to the Israelites, He remains faithful to us today. We can trust that He 
will fulfill His promises and guide us through life's challenges, just as He did for the 
Israelites in the wilderness. 
 
Unity and Community: The census emphasized the significance of unity and community 
among the Israelites. Each tribe had a specific role and position around the tabernacle, 
forming a cohesive unit. This arrangement fostered a sense of belonging and collective 
responsibility. 



Reflection: The importance of unity and community still rings true today. We thrive 
when we work together and support one another. Building strong relationships, fostering 
unity, and actively participating in communities can enrich our lives and contribute to the 
greater good. 
 
Individual Identity: The census acknowledged the individual identity of each person 
within the larger community. Each Israelite was counted and recognized, reflecting their 
worth and significance. 
Reflection: We are reminded that every individual is unique and has inherent value. Just 
as each Israelite was counted, we should recognize the worth and dignity of every person 
we encounter. Celebrating individuality and respecting the diversity of others can foster a 
more inclusive and compassionate society. 
 
Overall, Numbers 1 provides us with insights into the themes of order, faithfulness, unity, 
and individuality. By reflecting on these principles, we can draw meaningful lessons and 
apply them to our own lives, seeking to establish order, trust in God's faithfulness, foster 
unity, and value the individual identities of those around us. 
 
 
CHAPTER 2 
Nu. 2:1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 
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Nu. 2:2 “The Israelites are to camp round the Tent of Meeting some 
distance from it, each man under his standard with the 
banners of his family.” 
Nu. 2:3 On the east, towards the sunrise, the divisions of the camp of 
Judah are to encamp under their standard. The leader of the 
people of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminadab. 
Nu. 2:4 His division numbers 74,600. 
Nu. 2:5 The tribe of Issachar will camp next to them. The leader of 
the people of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuar. 
Nu. 2:6 His division numbers 54,400. 
Nu. 2:7 The tribe of Zebulun will be next. The leader of the people of 
Zebulun is Eliab son of Helon. 
Nu. 2:8 His division numbers 57,400. 
Nu. 2:9 All the men assigned to the camp of Judah, according to their 
divisions, number 186,400. They will set out first. 
Nu. 2:10 On the south will be the divisions of the camp of Reuben 
under their standard. The leader of the people of Reuben is 
Elizur son of Shedeur. 
Nu. 2:11 His division numbers 46,500. 
Nu. 2:12 The tribe of Simeon will camp next to them. The leader of the 
people of Simeon is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 
Nu. 2:13 His division numbers 59,300. 
24 The tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of the people of 
Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel. [Many manuscripts of the 



Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Vulgate (see also 
Num. 1:14); most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Reuel] 
Nu. 2:15 His division numbers 45,650. 
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Nu. 2:16 All the men assigned to the camp of Reuben, according to 
their divisions, number 151,450. They will set out second. 
Nu. 2:17 Then the Tent of Meeting and the camp of the Levites will set 
out in the middle of the camps. They will set out in the same 
order as they encamp, each in his own place under his 
standard. 
Nu. 2:18 On the west will be the divisions of the camp of Ephraim 
under their standard. The leader of the people of Ephraim is 
Elishama son of Ammihud. 
Nu. 2:19 His division numbers 40,500. 
Nu. 2:20 The tribe of Manasseh will be next to them. The leader of the 
people of Manasseh is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 
Nu. 2:21 His division numbers 32,200. 
Nu. 2:22 The tribe of Benjamin will be next. The leader of the people 
of Benjamin is Abidan son of Gideoni. 
Nu. 2:23 His division numbers 35,400. 
Nu. 2:24 All the men assigned to the camp of Ephraim, according to 
their divisions, number 108,100. They will set out third. 
Nu. 2:25 On the north will be the divisions of the camp of Dan, under 
their standard. The leader of the people of Dan is Ahiezer son 
of Ammishaddai. 
Nu. 2:26 His division numbers 62,700. 
Nu. 2:27 The tribe of Asher will camp next to them. The leader of the 
people of Asher is Pagiel son of Ocran. 
Nu. 2:28 His division numbers 41,500. 
Nu. 2:29 The tribe of Naphtali will be next. The leader of the people of 
Naphtali is Ahira son of Enan. 
Nu. 2:30 His division numbers 53,400. 
Nu. 2:31 All the men assigned to the camp of Dan number 157,600. 
They will set out last, under their standards. 
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Nu. 2:32 These are the Israelites, counted according to their families. 
All those in the camps, by their divisions, number 603,550. 
Nu. 2:33 The Levites, however, were not counted along with the other 
Israelites, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Nu. 2:34 So the Israelites did everything the LORD commanded 
Moses; that is the way they encamped under their standards, 
and that is the way they set out, each with his clan and family. 
 
! Chapter 2 of the Book of Numbers continues the narrative of the Israelites' journey 
through the wilderness. This chapter specifically focuses on the arrangement and 



positioning of the tribes around the tabernacle. Here's a reflection on some key themes 
and lessons from Numbers 2: 
 
Order and Purpose: The chapter highlights the importance of order and purpose in the 
community. God instructed each tribe to camp in a specific position around the 
tabernacle, with the Levites camped closest to it. This arrangement served to symbolize 
the centrality of worship and the role of the Levites in facilitating the spiritual life of the 
nation. 
Reflection: Just as God emphasized order and purpose in the Israelite camp, we can apply 
this principle to our own lives. When we prioritize and align ourselves with our purpose, 
it brings a sense of direction and fulfillment. By organizing our lives around what truly 
matters, we can experience a deeper sense of meaning and impact. 
 
Unity and Cooperation: The chapter highlights the unity and cooperation required among 
the tribes. The positioning of the tribes created a unified structure, with each tribe 
forming a cohesive unit and moving in harmony during their wilderness journey. 
Reflection: We can learn from this emphasis on unity and cooperation. By working 
together and valuing the contributions of others, we can achieve greater goals and 
overcome challenges. Embracing collaboration and recognizing the importance of unity 
can lead to stronger relationships and a more harmonious community. 
 
Reverence for God's Presence: The arrangement of the tribes around the tabernacle 
demonstrated reverence for God's presence. The tabernacle was at the center, signifying 
God's dwelling among His people, and the tribes positioned themselves in a way that 
honored this sacred presence. 
Reflection: We can reflect on the reverence and awe we should have for God's presence 
in our lives. When we center our lives around God and acknowledge His presence, it 
cultivates a deeper spirituality and an attitude of worship. By recognizing and honoring 
God's place in our lives, we can experience His guidance and blessings. 
 
Individual Contribution within the Community: Although each tribe had a designated 
position, they also had their own distinct identity and contribution to the community. This 
chapter highlights the diversity and uniqueness of the tribes while emphasizing their 
collective responsibility. 
Reflection: The chapter reminds us of the importance of recognizing our individuality 
while actively participating in and contributing to our communities. We all have unique 
gifts and talents that can benefit others. By embracing our individuality and actively 
engaging with our communities, we can make meaningful contributions and enrich the 
lives of those around us. 
 
Overall, Numbers 2 emphasizes the themes of order, unity, reverence, and individual 
contribution. By reflecting on these principles, we can strive to bring order and purpose 
to our lives, foster unity and cooperation, revere God's presence, and recognize our 
individuality within the context of community. 
 
 



Chapter 2 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes how the Israelites 
were to camp and travel during their journey in the wilderness. The Lord commanded 
Moses and Aaron to arrange the camps in a specific formation, with each tribe assigned a 
designated position around the tabernacle. The tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun 
were to camp to the east of the tabernacle, while Reuben, Simeon, and Gad camped to the 
south. The tribe of Levi camped around the tabernacle, and the remaining tribes camped 
to the north and west. The chapter concludes by describing how the Israelites were to 
break camp and travel, with the tabernacle and its furnishings being carried by the 
Levites 
 
The key verses in Chapter 2 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible are: 

 Verse 2: "The Israelites are to camp around the tent of meeting some distance 
from it, each of them under their standard and holding the banners of their 
family." 

 Verse 17: "Then the tent of meeting and the camp of the Levites will set out in the 
middle of the camps. They will set out in the same order as they encamp, each in 
their own place under their standard." 

These verses describe the arrangement of the Israelite camp during their journey in the 
wilderness. The different tribes were to camp around the tent of meeting in a specific 
order, each under their own banner or standard. The Levites were to camp in the middle 
of the other tribes and were responsible for the care of the tabernacle. This organization 
and order of the camp helped to maintain unity and structure among the Israelites during 
their travels. 
 
CHAPTER 3 
Nu. 3:1 This is the account of the family of Aaron and Moses at the 
time the LORD talked with Moses on Mount Sinai. 
Nu. 3:2 The names of the sons of Aaron were Nadab the firstborn and 
Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 
Nu. 3:3 Those were the names of Aaron’s sons, the anointed priests, 
who were ordained to serve as priests. 
Nu. 3:4 Nadab and Abihu, however, fell dead before the LORD when 
they made an offering with unauthorised fire before him in the 
Desert of Sinai. They had no sons; so only Eleazar and 
Ithamar served as priests during the lifetime of their father 
Aaron. 
Nu. 3:5 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 3:6 “Bring the tribe of Levi and present them to Aaron the priest 
to assist him. 
Nu. 3:7 They are to perform duties for him and for the whole 
community at the Tent of Meeting by doing the work of the 
tabernacle. 
Nu. 3:8 They are to take care of all the furnishings of the Tent of 
Meeting, fulfilling the obligations of the Israelites by doing 
the work of the tabernacle. 
Nu. 3:9 Give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are the Israelites 



who are to be given wholly to him. [Most manuscripts of the 
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Masoretic Text; some manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, 
Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint (see also Num. 8:16) to 
me] 
Nu. 3:10 Appoint Aaron and his sons to serve as priests; anyone else 
who approaches the sanctuary must be put to death.” 
Nu. 3:11 The LORD also said to Moses, 
Nu. 3:12 “I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place 
of the first male offspring of every Israelite woman. The 
Levites are mine, 
Nu. 3:13 for all the firstborn are mine. When I struck down all the 
firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in 
Israel, whether man or animal. They are to be mine. I am the 
LORD.” 
Nu. 3:14 The LORD said to Moses in the Desert of Sinai, 
Nu. 3:15 “Count the Levites by their families and clans. Count every 
male a month old or more.” 
Nu. 3:16 So Moses counted them, as he was commanded by the word 
of the LORD. 
Nu. 3:17 These were the names of the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath 
and Merari. 
Nu. 3:18 These were the names of the Gershonite clans: Libni and 
Shimei. 
Nu. 3:19 The Kohathite clans: Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 
Nu. 3:20 The Merarite clans: Mahli and Mushi. These were the Levite 
clans, according to their families. 
Nu. 3:21 To Gershon belonged the clans of the Libnites and Shimeites; 
these were the Gershonite clans. 
Nu. 3:22 The number of all the males a month old or more who were 
counted was 7,500. 
Nu. 3:23 The Gershonite clans were to camp on the west, behind the 
tabernacle. 
320 
Nu. 3:24 The leader of the families of the Gershonites was Eliasaph 
son of Lael. 
Nu. 3:25 At the Tent of Meeting the Gershonites were responsible for 
the care of the tabernacle and tent, its coverings, the curtain 
at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
Nu. 3:26 the curtains of the courtyard, the curtain at the entrance to 
the courtyard surrounding the tabernacle and altar, and the 
ropes — and everything related to their use. 
Nu. 3:27 To Kohath belonged the clans of the Amramites, Izharites, 
Hebronites and Uzzielites; these were the Kohathite clans. 
Nu. 3:28 The number of all the males a month old or more was 8,600. 
[Hebrew; some Septuagint manuscripts 8,300] The 



Kohathites were responsible for the care of the sanctuary. 
Nu. 3:29 The Kohathite clans were to camp on the south side of the 
tabernacle. 
Nu. 3:30 The leader of the families of the Kohathite clans was 
Elizaphan son of Uzziel. 
Nu. 3:31 They were responsible for the care of the ark, the table, the 
lampstand, the altars, the articles of the sanctuary used in 
ministering, the curtain, and everything related to their use. 
Nu. 3:32 The chief leader of the Levites was Eleazar son of Aaron, the 
priest. He was appointed over those who were responsible 
for the care of the sanctuary. 
Nu. 3:33 To Merari belonged the clans of the Mahlites and the 
Mushites; these were the Merarite clans. 
Nu. 3:34 The number of all the males a month old or more who were 
counted was 6,200. 
Nu. 3:35 The leader of the families of the Merarite clans was Zuriel 
son of Abihail; they were to camp on the north side of the 
tabernacle. 
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Nu. 3:36 The Merarites were appointed to take care of the frames of 
the tabernacle, its crossbars, posts, bases, all its equipment, 
and everything related to their use, 
Nu. 3:37 as well as the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their 
bases, tent pegs and ropes. 
Nu. 3:38 Moses and Aaron and his sons were to camp to the east of 
the tabernacle, towards the sunrise, in front of the Tent of 
Meeting. They were responsible for the care of the sanctuary 
on behalf of the Israelites. Anyone else who approached the 
sanctuary was to be put to death. 
Nu. 3:39 The total number of Levites counted at the LORD’s 
command by Moses and Aaron according to their clans, 
including every male a month old or more, was 22,000. 
Nu. 3:40 The LORD said to Moses, “Count all the firstborn Israelite 
males who are a month old or more and make a list of their 
names. 
Nu. 3:41 Take the Levites for me in place of all the firstborn of the 
Israelites, and the livestock of the Levites in place of all the 
firstborn of the livestock of the Israelites. I am the LORD.” 
Nu. 3:42 So Moses counted all the firstborn of the Israelites, as the 
LORD commanded him. 
Nu. 3:43 The total number of firstborn males a month old or more, 
listed by name, was 22,273. 
Nu. 3:44 The LORD also said to Moses, 
Nu. 3:45 “Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn of Israel, and 
the livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock. The 
Levites are to be mine. I am the LORD. 



Nu. 3:46 To redeem the 273 firstborn Israelites who exceed the 
number of the Levites, 
Nu. 3:47 collect five shekels [That is, about 2 ounces (about 55 
grams)] for each one, according to the sanctuary shekel, 
which weighs twenty gerahs. 
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Nu. 3:48 Give the money for the redemption of the additional Israelites 
to Aaron and his sons.” 
Nu. 3:49 So Moses collected the redemption money from those who 
exceeded the number redeemed by the Levites. 
Nu. 3:50 From the firstborn of the Israelites he collected silver 
weighing 1,365 shekels, [That is, about 35 pounds (about 
15.5 kilograms)] according to the sanctuary shekel. 
Nu. 3:51 Moses gave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons, as 
he was commanded by the word of the LORD. 
 
Chapter 3 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the duties and 
responsibilities of the tribe of Levi, who were set apart by God to serve in the tabernacle. 
The chapter begins by listing the names of the sons of Aaron who were designated as 
priests, and then describes the roles of the Levites who were assigned to assist them. The 
Levites were responsible for setting up and taking down the tabernacle, transporting its 
various parts, and performing other tasks related to worship and sacrifice. The Levites 
were also assigned to take the place of the firstborn males of Israel, who were previously 
consecrated to God, but were spared in the Passover. The chapter concludes by 
describing how the Levites were divided into three families and assigned to different 
areas around the tabernacle. 
 
The key verses from chapter 3 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar." - Numbers 3:2 

 "And Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord, when they offered unauthorized fire 
before the Lord in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children. So Eleazar 
and Ithamar served as priests in the lifetime of Aaron their father." - Numbers 3:4 

 "Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may 
minister to him." - Numbers 3:6 

 "And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the people of Israel instead 
of every firstborn who opens the womb among the people of Israel. The Levites 
shall be mine." - Numbers 3:12 

 "And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the 
people of Israel, to do the service for the people of Israel at the tent of meeting 
and to make atonement for the people of Israel, that there may be no plague 
among the people of Israel for coming too near the sanctuary." - Numbers 3:9-10 

 
Chapter 3 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the Levites, who were set apart by God to 
serve in the tabernacle and assist the priests in their duties. Here's a reflection on some 
key themes and lessons from Numbers 3: 



 
Divine Calling and Service: The chapter highlights the divine calling and purpose of the 
Levites. God chose them specifically to serve in the tabernacle and assigned them various 
responsibilities related to the sacred duties. Their service was crucial for the functioning 
of the tabernacle and the spiritual life of the Israelite community. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us that each person has a unique calling and purpose in 
life. Just as the Levites were set apart for service, we too are called to serve others in 
various ways. By embracing our individual callings and using our gifts and talents to 
serve others, we can contribute to the well-being and growth of our communities. 
 
Symbolism of Redemption: In Numbers 3, the Levites are substituted in place of the 
firstborn males of Israel, signifying their redemption. The firstborns were to be 
consecrated to God, but after the incident of the golden calf, the Levites were chosen to 
take their place as a reminder of God's mercy and grace. 
Reflection: The symbolism of redemption in this chapter reminds us of God's grace and 
His ability to provide a way for reconciliation and restoration. It highlights the 
importance of acknowledging our shortcomings and relying on God's mercy. We can find 
hope in the knowledge that God offers redemption and forgiveness to all who seek Him. 
 
Teamwork and Collaboration: The Levites were divided into different families and 
assigned specific roles and tasks within the tabernacle. They worked together in a 
coordinated and collaborative manner to carry out their duties effectively. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the significance of teamwork and collaboration. Just 
as the Levites worked together harmoniously, we can achieve more when we collaborate 
with others, valuing their contributions and working towards a common goal. By 
fostering a spirit of cooperation and unity, we can accomplish tasks more efficiently and 
build stronger relationships. 
 
Reverence for the Sacred: The chapter emphasizes the importance of treating the sacred 
objects and spaces with reverence. The Levites were responsible for handling and 
transporting the sacred furnishings of the tabernacle, and strict regulations were in place 
to ensure their proper care. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the need to approach the sacred with reverence 
and respect. It encourages us to honor and value the sacred aspects of our faith and 
traditions. By treating what is sacred with reverence, we cultivate a deeper sense of awe 
and appreciation for the divine in our lives. 
 
Overall, Numbers 3 brings forth themes of divine calling, redemption, teamwork, and 
reverence. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to embrace our calling and 
purpose, appreciate God's grace and redemption, work collaboratively with others, and 
approach the sacred aspects of our lives with reverence. 
 
 
CHAPTER 4 
Nu. 4:1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 
Nu. 4:2 “Take a census of the Kohathite branch of the Levites by 



their clans and families. 
Nu. 4:3 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come 
to serve in the work in the Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 4:4 “This is the work of the Kohathites in the Tent of Meeting: 
the care of the most holy things. 
Nu. 4:5 When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons are to go in 
and take down the shielding curtain and cover the ark of the 
Testimony with it. 
Nu. 4:6 Then they are to cover this with hides of sea cows, [That is, 
large aquatic mammals; also elsewhere in this chapter] spread 
a cloth of solid blue over that and put the poles in place. 
Nu. 4:7 “Over the table of the Presence they are to spread a blue 
cloth and put on it the plates, dishes and bowls, and the jars 
for drink offerings; the bread that is continually there is to 
remain on it. 
Nu. 4:8 Over these they are to spread a scarlet cloth, cover that with 
hides of sea cows and put its poles in place. 
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Nu. 4:9 “They are to take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand that is 
for light, together with its lamps, its wick trimmers and trays, 
and all its jars for the oil used to supply it. 
Nu. 4:10 Then they are to wrap it and all its accessories in a covering 
of hides of sea cows and put it on a carrying frame. 
Nu. 4:11 “Over the gold altar they are to spread a blue cloth and cover 
that with hides of sea cows and put its poles in place. 
Nu. 4:12 “They are to take all the articles used for ministering in the 
sanctuary, wrap them in a blue cloth, cover that with hides of 
sea cows and put them on a carrying frame. 
Nu. 4:13 “They are to remove the ashes from the bronze altar and 
spread a purple cloth over it. 
Nu. 4:14 Then they are to place on it all the utensils used for 
ministering at the altar, including the firepans, meat forks, 
shovels and sprinkling bowls. Over it they are to spread a 
covering of hides of sea cows and put its poles in place. 
Nu. 4:15 “After Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy 
furnishings and all the holy articles, and when the camp is 
ready to move, the Kohathites are to come to do the carrying. 
But they must not touch the holy things or they will die. The 
Kohathites are to carry those things that are in the Tent of 
Meeting. 
Nu. 4:16 “Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, is to have charge of the oil 
for the light, the fragrant incense, the regular grain offering 
and the anointing oil. He is to be in charge of the entire 
tabernacle and everything in it, including its holy furnishings 
and articles.” 
Nu. 4:17 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 



Nu. 4:18 “See that the Kohathite tribal clans are not cut off from the 
Levites. 
Nu. 4:19 So that they may live and not die when they come near the 
most holy things, do this for them: Aaron and his sons are to 
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go into the sanctuary and assign to each man his work and 
what he is to carry. 
Nu. 4:20 But the Kohathites must not go in to look at the holy things, 
even for a moment, or they will die.” 
Nu. 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 4:22 “Take a census also of the Gershonites by their families and 
clans. 
Nu. 4:23 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come 
to serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 4:24 “This is the service of the Gershonite clans as they work and 
carry burdens: 
Nu. 4:25 They are to carry the curtains of the tabernacle, the Tent of 
Meeting, its covering and the outer covering of hides of sea 
cows, the curtains for the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
Nu. 4:26 the curtains of the courtyard surrounding the tabernacle and 
altar, the curtain for the entrance, the ropes and all the 
equipment used in its service. The Gershonites are to do all 
that needs to be done with these things. 
Nu. 4:27 All their service, whether carrying or doing other work, is to 
be done under the direction of Aaron and his sons. You shall 
assign to them as their responsibility all they are to carry. 
Nu. 4:28 This is the service of the Gershonite clans at the Tent of 
Meeting. Their duties are to be under the direction of Ithamar 
son of Aaron, the priest. 
Nu. 4:29 “Count the Merarites by their clans and families. 
Nu. 4:30 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come 
to serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 4:31 This is their duty as they perform service at the Tent of 
Meeting: to carry the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, 
posts and bases, 
Nu. 4:32 as well as the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their 
bases, tent pegs, ropes, all their equipment and everything 
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related to their use. Assign to each man the specific things he 
is to carry. 
Nu. 4:33 This is the service of the Merarite clans as they work at the 
Tent of Meeting under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, 
the priest.” 
Nu. 4:34 Moses, Aaron and the leaders of the community counted the 
Kohathites by their clans and families. 
Nu. 4:35 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to 



serve in the work in the Tent of Meeting, 
Nu. 4:36 counted by clans, were 2,750. 
Nu. 4:37 This was the total of all those in the Kohathite clans who 
served in the Tent of Meeting. Moses and Aaron counted 
them according to the LORD’s command through Moses. 
Nu. 4:38 The Gershonites were counted by their clans and families. 
Nu. 4:39 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to 
serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting, 
Nu. 4:40 counted by their clans and families, were 2,630. 
Nu. 4:41 This was the total of those in the Gershonite clans who 
served at the Tent of Meeting. Moses and Aaron counted 
them according to the LORD’s command. 
Nu. 4:42 The Merarites were counted by their clans and families. 
Nu. 4:43 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to 
serve in the work at the Tent of Meeting, 
Nu. 4:44 counted by their clans, were 3,200. 
Nu. 4:45 This was the total of those in the Merarite clans. Moses and 
Aaron counted them according to the LORD’s command 
through Moses. 
Nu. 4:46 So Moses, Aaron and the leaders of Israel counted all the 
Levites by their clans and families. 
Nu. 4:47 All the men from thirty to fifty years of age who came to do 
the work of serving and carrying the Tent of Meeting 
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Nu. 4:48 numbered 8,580. 
Nu. 4:49 At the LORD’s command through Moses, each was assigned 
his work and told what to carry. Thus they were counted, as 
the LORD commanded Moses. 
 
Chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the responsibilities and duties of the 
Kohathite clan within the tribe of Levi. The chapter provides instructions for the 
Kohathites regarding the transportation and handling of the sacred objects in the 
tabernacle. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 4: 
 
Reverence for the Sacred: The chapter highlights the importance of treating the sacred 
objects and spaces with utmost reverence. The Kohathites were assigned the 
responsibility of handling the most holy items, such as the ark of the covenant and the 
various furnishings of the tabernacle. They were instructed to cover these items carefully 
to protect them during transportation. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of reverence and respect when it 
comes to matters of the sacred. It teaches us to approach God and the sacred aspects of 
our faith with awe and honor. By recognizing the holiness of God and the sacred objects 
associated with worship, we can cultivate a deeper sense of reverence in our own lives. 
 
Accountability and Order: The chapter emphasizes the importance of accountability and 
order in carrying out the duties related to the tabernacle. The Levites, including the 



Kohathites, were given specific instructions on how to handle and transport the sacred 
objects. Any deviation from these instructions would result in severe consequences. 
Reflection: The emphasis on accountability and order in this chapter reminds us of the 
value of being responsible and obedient in the roles we are given. It encourages us to 
fulfill our duties with diligence and attention to detail. By embracing accountability and 
order in our own lives, we can contribute to the smooth functioning of our communities 
and ensure that tasks are carried out effectively. 
 
Teamwork and Collaboration: The chapter highlights the importance of teamwork and 
collaboration among the Levites. Each clan within the tribe of Levi had specific 
responsibilities, and they worked together in a coordinated manner to accomplish their 
tasks. The Kohathites relied on the assistance of the other Levitical families for the 
preparation and transportation of the sacred objects. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the significance of working together and supporting 
one another in fulfilling our responsibilities. It reminds us that we are part of a larger 
community and that cooperation is essential for success. By valuing teamwork and 
collaboration, we can create an environment of mutual support and achieve greater 
outcomes together. 
 
Attention to Detail: The chapter emphasizes the need for meticulousness and attention to 
detail in handling the sacred objects. The Kohathites were instructed to ensure that each 
item was covered, wrapped, and properly secured before transportation. Failure to do so 
would result in dire consequences. 
Reflection: The emphasis on attention to detail in this chapter reminds us of the 
importance of thoroughness and precision in our own lives. It encourages us to approach 
our tasks and responsibilities with care and diligence. By paying attention to the details, 
we can avoid errors and create an environment of excellence in all that we do. 
 
Overall, Numbers 4 highlights themes of reverence, accountability, teamwork, and 
attention to detail. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to approach the sacred 
with reverence, fulfill our duties with accountability and order, work collaboratively with 
others, and give attention to the details of our responsibilities. 
 
 
Chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible continues to describe the duties 
and responsibilities of the tribe of Levi, specifically the Kohathites, who were responsible 
for transporting the holy objects in the tabernacle. The chapter begins by listing the 
specific items that were to be transported by the Kohathites, including the ark of the 
covenant, the table of showbread, the lampstand, the altars, and the utensils. The chapter 
then describes how each item was to be covered and carried by the Kohathites, with 
specific instructions given for each object. The chapter concludes by emphasizing the 
importance of following these instructions, as any unauthorized person who touched the 
holy objects would be put to death. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 



 "The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 'Take a census of the sons of 
Kohath from among the sons of Levi, by their clans and their fathers' houses.'" - 
Numbers 4:1-2 

 "And when the camp is to set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and take down 
the veil of the screen and cover the ark of the testimony with it." - Numbers 4:5 

 "And they shall take a cloth of blue and cover the lampstand for the light, with its 
lamps, its tongs, its trays, and all the vessels for oil with which it is supplied." - 
Numbers 4:9 

 "Then they shall take all the vessels of the service used in the sanctuary and put 
them in a cloth of blue and cover them with a covering of goatskin and put them 
on the carrying frame." - Numbers 4:12 

 "All the service of the sons of the Gershonites shall be at the command of Aaron 
and his sons, in all that they are to carry and in all that they have to do. And you 
shall assign to their charge all that they are to carry." - Numbers 4:27 

 
CHAPTER 5 
Nu. 5:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 5:2 “Command the Israelites to send away from the camp anyone 
who has an infectious skin disease [Traditionally leprosy; the 
Hebrew word was used for various diseases affecting the skin 
— not necessarily leprosy.] or a discharge of any kind, or 
who is ceremonially unclean because of a dead body. 
Nu. 5:3 Send away male and female alike; send them outside the 
camp so that they will not defile their camp, where I dwell 
among them.” 
Nu. 5:4 The Israelites did this; they sent them outside the camp. They 
did just as the LORD had instructed Moses. 
Nu. 5:5 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 5:6 “Say to the Israelites: ‘When a man or woman wrongs 
another in any way [Or woman commits any wrong common 
to mankind] and so is unfaithful to the LORD, that person is 
guilty 
Nu. 5:7 and must confess the sin he has committed. He must make 
full restitution for his wrong, add one fifth to it and give it all 
to the person he has wronged. 
Nu. 5:8 But if that person has no close relative to whom restitution 
can be made for the wrong, the restitution belongs to the 
LORD and must be given to the priest, along with the ram 
with which atonement is made for him. 
Nu. 5:9 All the sacred contributions the Israelites bring to a priest will 
belong to him. 
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Nu. 5:10 Each man’s sacred gifts are his own, but what he gives to the 
priest will belong to the priest.’” 
Nu. 5:11 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 5:12 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘If a man’s wife 



goes astray and is unfaithful to him 
Nu. 5:13 by sleeping with another man, and this is hidden from her 
husband and her impurity is undetected (since there is no 
witness against her and she has not been caught in the act), 
Nu. 5:14 and if feelings of jealousy come over her husband and he 
suspects his wife and she is impure — or if he is jealous and 
suspects her even though she is not impure — 
Nu. 5:15 then he is to take his wife to the priest. He must also take an 
offering of a tenth of an ephah [That is, probably about 4 
pints (about 2 litres)] of barley flour on her behalf. He must 
not pour oil on it or put incense on it, because it is a grain 
offering for jealousy, a reminder offering to draw attention to 
guilt. 
Nu. 5:16 “‘The priest shall bring her and make her stand before the 
LORD. 
Nu. 5:17 Then he shall take some holy water in a clay jar and put some 
dust from the tabernacle floor into the water. 
Nu. 5:18 After the priest has made the woman stand before the LORD, 
he shall loosen her hair and place in her hands the reminder 
offering, the grain offering for jealousy, while he himself 
holds the bitter water that brings a curse. 
Nu. 5:19 Then the priest shall put the woman under oath and say to 
her, “If no other man has slept with you and you have not 
gone astray and become impure while married to your 
husband, may this bitter water that brings a curse not harm 
you. 
Nu. 5:20 But if you have gone astray while married to your husband 
and you have defiled yourself by sleeping with a man other 
than your husband” — 
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Nu. 5:21 here the priest is to put the woman under this curse of the 
oath — ”may the LORD cause your people to curse and 
denounce you when he causes your thigh to waste away and 
your abdomen to swell. [Or causes you to have a miscarrying 
womb and barrenness] 
Nu. 5:22 May this water that brings a curse enter your body so that 
your abdomen swells and your thigh wastes away.” [Or body 
and cause you to be barren and have a miscarrying womb] 
“‘Then the woman is to say, “Amen. So be it.” 
Nu. 5:23 “‘The priest is to write these curses on a scroll and then wash 
them off into the bitter water. 
Nu. 5:24 He shall make the woman drink the bitter water that brings a 
curse, and this water will enter her and cause bitter suffering. 
Nu. 5:25 The priest is to take from her hands the grain offering for 
jealousy, wave it before the LORD and bring it to the altar. 
Nu. 5:26 The priest is then to take a handful of the grain offering as a 



memorial offering and burn it on the altar; after that, he is to 
make the woman drink the water. 
Nu. 5:27 If she has defiled herself and been unfaithful to her husband, 
then when she is made to drink the water that brings a curse, 
it will go into her and cause bitter suffering; her abdomen will 
swell and her thigh waste away, [Or suffering; she will have 
barrenness and a miscarrying womb] and she will become 
accursed among her people. 
Nu. 5:28 If, however, the woman has not defiled herself and is free 
from impurity, she will be cleared of guilt and will be able to 
have children. 
Nu. 5:29 “‘This, then, is the law of jealousy when a woman goes astray 
and defiles herself while married to her husband, 
Nu. 5:30 or when feelings of jealousy come over a man because he 
suspects his wife. The priest is to make her stand before the 
LORD and is to apply this entire law to her. 
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Nu. 5:31 The husband will be innocent of any wrongdoing, but the 
woman will bear the consequences of her sin.’ 
 
Chapter 5 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible provides instructions for dealing 
with various types of uncleanness and wrongdoing in the Israelite camp. The chapter 
begins by describing how anyone who had a skin disease or who had come into contact 
with a dead body was to be removed from the camp for a period of time until they were 
ceremonially cleansed. The chapter then describes how someone who wronged another 
person was to make restitution and offer a sacrifice to God. If the wronged person was 
dead or could not be found, the restitution was to be given to the priest. Finally, the 
chapter describes a ritual for testing a woman suspected of adultery, in which she would 
drink a concoction of water and dust from the tabernacle floor. If she was guilty, she 
would suffer physical consequences, but if she was innocent, she would be cleared of 
suspicion. The chapter emphasizes the importance of maintaining purity and justice in the 
Israelite camp. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 5 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Command the people of Israel that they put 
out of the camp everyone who is leprous or has a discharge and everyone who is 
unclean through contact with the dead.'" - Numbers 5:1-2 

 "Say to the people of Israel, When a man or woman commits any of the sins that 
people commit by breaking faith with the Lord, and that person realizes his guilt," 
- Numbers 5:6 

 "And the priest shall take holy water in an earthenware vessel and take some of 
the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water." - Numbers 
5:17 



 "And the priest shall set the woman before the Lord and unbind the hair of the 
woman's head and place in her hands the grain offering of remembrance, which is 
the grain offering of jealousy." - Numbers 5:18 

 "Then the man shall be free from iniquity, but the woman shall bear her iniquity." 
- Numbers 5:31 

 
Chapter 5 of the Book of Numbers addresses various laws and regulations pertaining to 
issues such as purity, confession of sin, and the process of dealing with suspected 
adultery. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 5: 
 
Holiness and Purity: The chapter highlights the importance of maintaining holiness and 
purity within the community. It addresses situations where a person may have become 
ceremonially unclean or has potentially engaged in immoral behavior. Procedures are 
outlined for restoring purity and addressing any potential wrongdoing. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of pursuing holiness and purity in 
our own lives. It encourages us to examine our actions, attitudes, and intentions, and to 
seek restoration when we have fallen short. By pursuing holiness, we create an 
environment that fosters personal growth, integrity, and spiritual well-being. 
 
Accountability and Justice: The chapter emphasizes the principles of accountability and 
justice in dealing with accusations and suspicions of adultery. The process involves 
bringing the matter before the priests and allowing God to reveal the truth through a 
specific ritual. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of handling accusations and 
disputes with fairness and integrity. It teaches us to rely on God's wisdom and guidance 
in seeking justice. By upholding accountability and pursuing justice in our interactions 
and relationships, we contribute to the well-being and harmony of our communities. 
 
Confession and Repentance: The chapter highlights the significance of confession and 
repentance in dealing with sin. In cases of wrongdoing, the guilty party was required to 
confess their sin and make restitution. It provided an opportunity for restoration and 
reconciliation. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of acknowledging and taking 
responsibility for our actions. It teaches us the value of genuine confession and 
repentance as a means of healing and restoration. By humbly recognizing our mistakes, 
seeking forgiveness, and making amends, we open the door to reconciliation and personal 
growth. 
 
Trust in God's Judgment: The chapter encourages trust in God's judgment and guidance. 
The process outlined in dealing with suspected adultery involves relying on God to reveal 
the truth through supernatural means. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the need to trust in God's wisdom and sovereignty. 
It teaches us that God is just and has the ability to discern truth. By entrusting our 
concerns and conflicts to God, we find reassurance that His judgment will prevail, and we 
can have confidence in His ability to bring about justice. 
 



Overall, Numbers 5 addresses themes of holiness, purity, accountability, justice, 
confession, and trust in God's judgment. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to 
pursue holiness in our lives, uphold accountability and justice, engage in genuine 
confession and repentance, and trust in God's guidance and wisdom. 
 
 
CHAPTER 6 
Nu. 6:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 6:2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘If a man or woman 
wants to make a special vow, a vow of separation to the 
LORD as a Nazirite, 
Nu. 6:3 he must abstain from wine and other fermented drink and 
must not drink vinegar made from wine or from other 
fermented drink. He must not drink grape juice or eat grapes 
or raisins. 
Nu. 6:4 As long as he is a Nazirite, he must not eat anything that 
comes from the grapevine, not even the seeds or skins. 
Nu. 6:5 “‘During the entire period of his vow of separation no razor 
may be used on his head. He must be holy until the period of 
his separation to the LORD is over; he must let the hair of his 
head grow long. 
Nu. 6:6 Throughout the period of his separation to the LORD he 
must not go near a dead body. 
Nu. 6:7 Even if his own father or mother or brother or sister dies, he 
must not make himself ceremonially unclean on account of 
them, because the symbol of his separation to God is on his 
head. 
Nu. 6:8 Throughout the period of his separation he is consecrated to 
the LORD. 
Nu. 6:9 “‘If someone dies suddenly in his presence, thus defiling the 
hair he has dedicated, he must shave his head on the day of 
his cleansing — the seventh day. 
Nu. 6:10 Then on the eighth day he must bring two doves or two 
young pigeons to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting. 
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Nu. 6:11 The priest is to offer one as a sin offering and the other as a 
burnt offering to make atonement for him because he sinned 
by being in the presence of the dead body. That same day he 
is to consecrate his head. 
Nu. 6:12 He must dedicate himself to the LORD for the period of his 
separation and must bring a year-old male lamb as a guilt 
offering. The previous days do not count, because he became 
defiled during his separation. 
Nu. 6:13 “‘Now this is the law for the Nazirite when the period of his 
separation is over. He is to be brought to the entrance to the 



Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 6:14 There he is to present his offerings to the LORD: a year-old 
male lamb without defect for a burnt offering, a year-old ewe 
lamb without defect for a sin offering, a ram without defect 
for a fellowship offering, [Traditionally peace offering; also in 
verses 17 and 18] 
Nu. 6:15 together with their grain offerings and drink offerings, and a 
basket of bread made without yeast — cakes made of fine 
flour mixed with oil, and wafers spread with oil. 
Nu. 6:16 “‘The priest is to present them before the LORD and make 
the sin offering and the burnt offering. 
Nu. 6:17 He is to present the basket of unleavened bread and is to 
sacrifice the ram as a fellowship offering to the LORD, 
together with its grain offering and drink offering. 
Nu. 6:18 “‘Then at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, the Nazirite 
must shave off the hair that he dedicated. He is to take the 
hair and put it in the fire that is under the sacrifice of the 
fellowship offering. 
Nu. 6:19 “‘After the Nazirite has shaved off the hair of his dedication, 
the priest is to place in his hands a boiled shoulder of the ram, 
and a cake and a wafer from the basket, both made without 
yeast. 
Nu. 6:20 The priest shall then wave them before the LORD as a wave 
offering; they are holy and belong to the priest, together with 
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the breast that was waved and the thigh that was presented. 
After that, the Nazirite may drink wine. 
Nu. 6:21 “‘This is the law of the Nazirite who vows his offering to the 
LORD in accordance with his separation, in addition to 
whatever else he can afford. He must fulfil the vow he has 
made, according to the law of the Nazirite.’” 
Nu. 6:22 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 6:23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the 
Israelites. Say to them: 
Nu. 6:24 “‘”The LORD bless you and keep you; 
Nu. 6:25 the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; 
Nu. 6:26 the LORD turn his face towards you and give you peace.”’ 
Nu. 6:27 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless 
them.” 
 
Chapter 6 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible provides instructions for the 
Nazirites, who were individuals who voluntarily took a vow of consecration to God. The 
chapter begins by describing the requirements of the Nazirite vow, which included 
abstaining from wine and other fermented drinks, avoiding contact with dead bodies, and 
refraining from cutting one's hair. The Nazirite vow was a temporary state of 



consecration, and at the end of the designated period, the Nazirite was to offer various 
sacrifices and shave their head. The chapter also describes how a Nazirite could become 
ceremonially unclean and what steps were required to regain purity. The chapter 
concludes by emphasizing the special consecration and dedication that came with taking 
the Nazirite vow. 
 
the key verses in Chapter 6 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 6 of the Book of Numbers in the 
Christian Bible: 

 "And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to the people of Israel and say to 
them, When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, 
to separate himself to the Lord,'" - Numbers 6:1-2 

 "All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the 
grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins." - Numbers 6:4 

 "And he shall take the hair of his head and shave it off at the entrance of the tent 
of meeting and shall take the hair and put it on the fire that is under the sacrifice 
of the peace offering." - Numbers 6:18 

 "This is the law of the Nazirite. But if he vows an offering to the Lord above his 
Nazirite vow, as he can afford, in exact accordance with the vow that he takes, 
then he shall do in addition to the law of the Nazirite." - Numbers 6:21 

 "Thus shall you bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless 
you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace." - Numbers 
6:23-26 

 
Chapter 6 of the Book of Numbers introduces the laws and regulations surrounding the 
Nazirite vow. It outlines the specific requirements and consecration process for 
individuals who voluntarily set themselves apart for a dedicated period of time. Here's a 
reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 6: 
 
Dedication and Separation: The chapter highlights the concept of dedication and 
separation for a specific purpose. The Nazirite vow allowed individuals to voluntarily 
dedicate themselves to the Lord for a set period, committing to abstain from certain 
activities and behaviors during that time. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of setting ourselves apart for God's 
purposes. It encourages us to reflect on the areas of our lives where we can dedicate 
ourselves to His service, whether it be through prayer, fasting, or specific commitments. 
By intentionally setting aside time and energy for spiritual growth and devotion, we can 
deepen our relationship with God and experience personal transformation. 
 
Commitment to Holiness: The chapter emphasizes the call to live a life of holiness and 
purity. The Nazirite vow required abstaining from wine, avoiding contact with the dead, 
and allowing one's hair to grow as a visible sign of consecration. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of pursuing holiness in our 
thoughts, actions, and choices. It challenges us to identify areas where we may need to 
abstain from certain practices or behaviors that hinder our spiritual growth. By 



committing to a life of holiness, we align ourselves with God's will and reflect His 
character to the world around us. 
 
Symbolism and Sacrifice: The chapter highlights the symbolic nature of the Nazirite vow 
and the sacrifice involved. The individual who took the vow made a voluntary offering, 
presenting their hair as a symbol of their dedication to God. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us that living a life of dedication to God often involves 
sacrifices and symbolic actions. It encourages us to reflect on the sacrifices we can make 
in our own lives as a sign of our devotion and commitment to God. Whether it is through 
our time, resources, or personal choices, sacrificial acts can deepen our connection with 
God and demonstrate our love for Him. 
 
God's Blessings and Presence: The chapter concludes with the priestly blessing, where 
God promises to bless and keep His people. It signifies the presence and favor of God 
upon those who live according to His commands. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the blessings and favor we can experience when 
we live in obedience to God's Word. It reassures us of His presence and His desire to 
bless and protect us as we commit ourselves to His service. By embracing God's promises 
and seeking to live in alignment with His will, we can walk in His favor and experience 
His abundant blessings. 
 
Overall, Numbers 6 highlights themes of dedication, holiness, sacrifice, and God's 
blessings. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to dedicate ourselves to God's 
purposes, pursue holiness in our lives, make sacrificial choices, and trust in His abundant 
blessings and presence. 
 
 
CHAPTER 7 
Nu. 7:1 When Moses finished setting up the tabernacle, he anointed it 
and consecrated it and all its furnishings. He also anointed 
and consecrated the altar and all its utensils. 
Nu. 7:2 Then the leaders of Israel, the heads of families who were the 
tribal leaders in charge of those who were counted, made 
offerings. 
Nu. 7:3 They brought as their gifts before the LORD six covered 
carts and twelve oxen — an ox from each leader and a cart 
from every two. These they presented before the tabernacle. 
Nu. 7:4 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 7:5 “Accept these from them, that they may be used in the work 
at the Tent of Meeting. Give them to the Levites as each 
man’s work requires.” 
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Nu. 7:6 So Moses took the carts and oxen and gave them to the 
Levites. 
Nu. 7:7 He gave two carts and four oxen to the Gershonites, as their 
work required, 



Nu. 7:8 and he gave four carts and eight oxen to the Merarites, as 
their work required. They were all under the direction of 
Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. 
Nu. 7:9 But Moses did not give any to the Kohathites, because they 
were to carry on their shoulders the holy things, for which 
they were responsible. 
Nu. 7:10 When the altar was anointed, the leaders brought their 
offerings for its dedication and presented them before the 
altar. 
Nu. 7:11 For the LORD had said to Moses, “Each day one leader is to 
bring his offering for the dedication of the altar.” 
Nu. 7:12 The one who brought his offering on the first day was 
Nahshon son of Amminadab of the tribe of Judah. 
Nu. 7:13 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, [That is, about 3 1/4 pounds (about 1.5 
kilograms); also elsewhere in this chapter] and one silver 
sprinkling bowl weighing seventy shekels, [That is, about 1 
3/4 pounds (about 0.8 kilogram); also elsewhere in this 
chapter] both according to the sanctuary shekel, each filled 
with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:14 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, [That is, about 4 ounces 
(about 115 grams); also elsewhere in this chapter] filled with 
incense; 
Nu. 7:15 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:16 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:17 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. 
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[Traditionally peace offering; also elsewhere in this chapter] 
This was the offering of Nahshon son of Amminadab. 
Nu. 7:18 On the second day Nethanel son of Zuar, the leader of 
Issachar, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:19 The offering he brought was one silver plate weighing a 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl 
weighing seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary 
shekel, each filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; 
Nu. 7:20 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:21 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:22 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:23 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Nethanel son of Zuar. 
Nu. 7:24 On the third day, Eliab son of Helon, the leader of the people 



of Zebulun, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:25 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:26 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:27 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:28 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:29 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Eliab son of Helon. 
Nu. 7:30 On the fourth day Elizur son of Shedeur, the leader of the 
people of Reuben, brought his offering. 
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Nu. 7:31 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:32 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:33 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:34 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:35 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Elizur son of Shedeur. 
Nu. 7:36 On the fifth day Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai, the leader of 
the people of Simeon, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:37 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:38 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:39 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:40 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:41 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 
Nu. 7:42 On the sixth day Eliasaph son of Deuel, the leader of the 
people of Gad, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:43 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:44 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
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Nu. 7:45 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:46 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:47 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Eliasaph son of Deuel. 
Nu. 7:48 On the seventh day Elishama son of Ammihud, the leader of 
the people of Ephraim, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:49 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:50 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:51 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:52 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:53 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Elishama son of Ammihud. 
Nu. 7:54 On the eighth day Gamaliel son of Pedahzur, the leader of the 
people of Manasseh, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:55 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:56 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:57 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:58 one male goat for a sin offering; 
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Nu. 7:59 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 
Nu. 7:60 On the ninth day Abidan son of Gideoni, the leader of the 
people of Benjamin, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:61 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:62 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:63 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:64 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:65 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 



the offering of Abidan son of Gideoni. 
Nu. 7:66 On the tenth day Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai, the leader of 
the people of Dan, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:67 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:68 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:69 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:70 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:71 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 
Nu. 7:72 On the eleventh day Pagiel son of Ocran, the leader of the 
people of Asher, brought his offering. 
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Nu. 7:73 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:74 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:75 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:76 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:77 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Pagiel son of Ocran. 
Nu. 7:78 On the twelfth day Ahira son of Enan, the leader of the 
people of Naphtali, brought his offering. 
Nu. 7:79 His offering was one silver plate weighing a hundred and 
thirty shekels, and one silver sprinkling bowl weighing 
seventy shekels, both according to the sanctuary shekel, each 
filled with fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 
Nu. 7:80 one gold dish weighing ten shekels, filled with incense; 
Nu. 7:81 one young bull, one ram and one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 
Nu. 7:82 one male goat for a sin offering; 
Nu. 7:83 and two oxen, five rams, five male goats and five male lambs 
a year old, to be sacrificed as a fellowship offering. This was 
the offering of Ahira son of Enan. 
Nu. 7:84 These were the offerings of the Israelite leaders for the 
dedication of the altar when it was anointed: twelve silver 
plates, twelve silver sprinkling bowls and twelve gold dishes. 
Nu. 7:85 Each silver plate weighed a hundred and thirty shekels, and 
each sprinkling bowl seventy shekels. Altogether, the silver 



dishes weighed two thousand four hundred shekels, [That is, 
about 61 pounds (about 28 kilograms)] according to the 
sanctuary shekel. 
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Nu. 7:86 The twelve gold dishes filled with incense weighed ten 
shekels each, according to the sanctuary shekel. Altogether, 
the gold dishes weighed a hundred and twenty shekels. [That 
is, about 3 pounds (about 1.4 kilograms)] 
Nu. 7:87 The total number of animals for the burnt offering came to 
twelve young bulls, twelve rams and twelve male lambs a 
year old, together with their grain offering. Twelve male 
goats were used for the sin offering. 
Nu. 7:88 The total number of animals for the sacrifice of the fellowship 
offering came to twenty-four oxen, sixty rams, sixty male 
goats and sixty male lambs a year old. These were the 
offerings for the dedication of the altar after it was anointed. 
Nu. 7:89 When Moses entered the Tent of Meeting to speak with the 
LORD, he heard the voice speaking to him from between the 
two cherubim above the atonement cover on the ark of the 
Testimony. And he spoke with him. 
 
Chapter 7 of the Book of Numbers describes the offerings brought by the leaders of the 
twelve tribes of Israel during the dedication of the altar. Each tribe brought specific 
offerings on separate days, demonstrating their unity and commitment to the worship of 
God. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 7: 
 
Generosity and Sacrificial Giving: The chapter highlights the leaders' generous and 
sacrificial offerings to the Lord. Each tribe brought substantial gifts, including silver and 
gold utensils, animals for sacrifice, and various offerings. Their offerings reflected their 
devotion and commitment to honoring God. 
Reflection: This chapter encourages us to reflect on our own generosity and sacrificial 
giving. It challenges us to examine the resources and blessings we have been entrusted 
with and consider how we can use them to honor God and bless others. By giving 
generously and sacrificially, we participate in the work of God's kingdom and 
demonstrate our love for Him and our fellow human beings. 
 
Unity and Collaboration: The chapter emphasizes the unity and collaboration among the 
tribes of Israel. Although each tribe brought their offerings on different days, they all 
shared a common purpose—to dedicate the altar and worship God. This collective effort 
displayed their unity as a nation. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of unity and collaboration within 
our communities and relationships. It encourages us to recognize that we are part of 
something greater than ourselves and to work together toward shared goals and values. 
By fostering unity and collaboration, we can achieve greater impact and build stronger 
bonds within our communities. 
 



Worship and Dedication: The chapter highlights the significance of worship and 
dedication to God. The offerings brought by the tribal leaders were a tangible expression 
of their reverence and commitment to God's presence and guidance. The dedication of the 
altar marked a significant moment in their journey as a nation. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to reflect on our own worship and dedication to God. 
It reminds us that worship is not only about rituals and offerings but also about the 
attitude of our hearts and the sincerity of our devotion. By cultivating a spirit of worship 
and dedicating ourselves to God, we can deepen our relationship with Him and 
experience His transformative presence in our lives. 
 
God's Acceptance and Blessing: The chapter concludes with God's response to the 
offerings brought by the tribes. He accepts their offerings and blesses them with His 
presence, confirming His favor and approval. 
Reflection: This chapter reassures us of God's faithfulness and His desire to accept and 
bless our offerings of worship and devotion. It reminds us that our acts of worship and 
service do not go unnoticed by God. By offering ourselves and our resources to Him, we 
can experience His acceptance, favor, and the blessings that flow from His presence. 
 
Overall, Numbers 7 highlights themes of generosity, unity, worship, and God's 
acceptance. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to cultivate a spirit of generosity 
and sacrificial giving, foster unity and collaboration, deepen our worship and dedication 
to God, and trust in His acceptance and blessings in our lives. 
 
 
Chapter 7 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the offerings that were 
presented by the leaders of each tribe of Israel at the dedication of the tabernacle. Each 
leader brought a silver dish and a silver basin, filled with various offerings, including 
animals, grain, and oil. These offerings were presented over a twelve-day period, with 
each tribe presenting its offerings on a designated day. The chapter describes each tribe's 
offerings in detail and emphasizes the generosity and unity of the Israelites in presenting 
these gifts. The chapter concludes by describing how God spoke to Moses from the 
mercy seat of the ark of the covenant, demonstrating his presence and approval of the 
Israelites' offerings. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 7 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Sure! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 7 of the Book of Numbers in the 
Christian Bible: 

 "On the day when Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle and had anointed 
and consecrated it with all its furnishings and had anointed and consecrated the 
altar with all its utensils," - Numbers 7:1 

 "And the Lord said to Moses, 'Accept these from them, that they may be used in 
the service of the tent of meeting, and give them to the Levites, to each man 
according to his service.'" - Numbers 7:5-6 

 "On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar, the chief of Issachar, made an 
offering." - Numbers 7:18 



 "On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, the chief of the people of Zebulun, made 
an offering." - Numbers 7:24 

 "On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan, the chief of the people of Naphtali, 
offered." - Numbers 7:78 

Chapter 7 lists the offerings of the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel for the 
consecration of the altar and the tabernacle. The chapter is quite long and repetitive, with 
each leader bringing the same offering, but it emphasizes the unity of the tribes in the 
worship of the Lord. 
 
CHAPTER 8 
Nu. 8:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 8:2 “Speak to Aaron and say to him, ‘When you set up the seven 
lamps, they are to light the area in front of the lampstand.’” 
Nu. 8:3 Aaron did so; he set up the lamps so that they faced forward 
on the lampstand, just as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Nu. 8:4 This is how the lampstand was made: It was made of 
hammered gold — from its base to its blossoms. The 
lampstand was made exactly like the pattern the LORD had 
shown Moses. 
Nu. 8:5 The LORD said to Moses: 
Nu. 8:6 “Take the Levites from among the other Israelites and make 
them ceremonially clean. 
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Nu. 8:7 To purify them, do this: Sprinkle the water of cleansing on 
them; then make them shave their whole bodies and wash 
their clothes, and so purify themselves. 
Nu. 8:8 Make them take a young bull with its grain offering of fine 
flour mixed with oil; then you are to take a second young bull 
for a sin offering. 
Nu. 8:9 Bring the Levites to the front of the Tent of Meeting and 
assemble the whole Israelite community. 
Nu. 8:10 You are to bring the Levites before the LORD, and the 
Israelites are to lay their hands on them. 
Nu. 8:11 Aaron is to present the Levites before the LORD as a wave 
offering from the Israelites, so that they may be ready to do 
the work of the LORD. 
Nu. 8:12 “After the Levites lay their hands on the heads of the bulls, 
use the one for a sin offering to the LORD and the other for a 
burnt offering, to make atonement for the Levites. 
Nu. 8:13 Make the Levites stand in front of Aaron and his sons and 
then present them as a wave offering to the LORD. 
Nu. 8:14 In this way you are to set the Levites apart from the other 
Israelites, and the Levites will be mine. 
Nu. 8:15 “After you have purified the Levites and presented them as a 
wave offering, they are to come to do their work at the Tent 
of Meeting. 



Nu. 8:16 They are the Israelites who are to be given wholly to me. I 
have taken them as my own in place of the firstborn, the first 
male offspring from every Israelite woman. 
Nu. 8:17 Every firstborn male in Israel, whether man or animal, is 
mine. When I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set 
them apart for myself. 
Nu. 8:18 And I have taken the Levites in place of all the firstborn sons 
in Israel. 
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Nu. 8:19 Of all the Israelites, I have given the Levites as gifts to Aaron 
and his sons to do the work at the Tent of Meeting on behalf 
of the Israelites and to make atonement for them so that no 
plague will strike the Israelites when they go near the 
sanctuary.” 
Nu. 8:20 Moses, Aaron and the whole Israelite community did with the 
Levites just as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Nu. 8:21 The Levites purified themselves and washed their clothes. 
Then Aaron presented them as a wave offering before the 
LORD and made atonement for them to purify them. 
Nu. 8:22 After that, the Levites came to do their work at the Tent of 
Meeting under the supervision of Aaron and his sons. They 
did with the Levites just as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Nu. 8:23 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 8:24 “This applies to the Levites: Men twenty-five years old or 
more shall come to take part in the work at the Tent of 
Meeting, 
Nu. 8:25 but at the age of fifty, they must retire from their regular 
service and work no longer. 
Nu. 8:26 They may assist their brothers in performing their duties at 
the Tent of Meeting, but they themselves must not do the 
work. This, then, is how you are to assign the responsibilities 
of the Levites.” 
 
Chapter 8 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the consecration and service of the Levites, 
particularly the responsibilities and privileges of the Levitical priests. Here's a reflection 
on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 8: 
 
Service and Dedication: The chapter emphasizes the service and dedication of the Levites 
to the Lord and His sanctuary. The Levites were set apart for the specific purpose of 
serving in the tabernacle, assisting the priests, and carrying out various tasks related to 
the worship and rituals. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of serving God and His people 
with dedication and wholeheartedness. It encourages us to consider the unique gifts and 
talents we have been given and how we can use them to serve others. By embracing a 
servant's heart and committing ourselves to God's work, we contribute to the flourishing 
of His kingdom and experience fulfillment in our own lives. 



 
Preparation and Cleansing: The chapter describes the process of consecration and 
cleansing that the Levites underwent before assuming their duties. This involved 
sprinkling them with water of purification, shaving their bodies, and washing their 
clothes. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the significance of preparation and spiritual cleansing 
before engaging in service to God. It reminds us of the need to approach God's work with 
humility and a pure heart. By seeking purification and allowing God to cleanse us from 
any impurities, we are better equipped to fulfill our calling and represent Him well. 
 
Age and Experience: The chapter mentions the age requirements for the Levites to begin 
and end their active service. They were to start their duties at the age of twenty-five and 
retire at the age of fifty. 
Reflection: This chapter emphasizes the importance of wisdom and experience in 
carrying out responsibilities. It reminds us that both young and older members of the 
community have valuable contributions to make. By honoring and learning from those 
with more experience and providing opportunities for the younger generation to grow and 
develop, we foster a culture of intergenerational collaboration and learning. 
 
God's Presence and Provision: The chapter concludes with God's declaration that the 
Levites are given to the priests as a gift, to assist them in their service. God promises to 
dwell among the Israelites and provides the Levites as a means of maintaining His 
presence among His people. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's faithfulness in providing for the needs of 
His people and establishing His presence among them. It reassures us that God equips us 
with the necessary resources and support to fulfill the tasks He has called us to. By 
trusting in God's provision and seeking His presence, we can find strength and fulfillment 
in our service. 
 
Overall, Numbers 8 highlights themes of service, preparation, age and experience, and 
God's presence and provision. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to serve God 
and others with dedication, prepare ourselves spiritually for service, value the 
contributions of individuals at different stages of life, and trust in God's presence and 
provision as we fulfill our calling. 
 
 
Chapter 8 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the consecration of 
the Levites, who were set apart as servants of God in the tabernacle. The chapter begins 
by describing how the Levites were to be purified and shaved before being presented to 
the priests for consecration. The Levites were then to serve in various roles, including 
setting up and taking down the tabernacle, carrying the holy objects, and assisting the 
priests in their duties. The chapter also describes how the Levites were to retire from 
service at the age of fifty, but could still assist in certain tasks if they chose to do so. The 
chapter concludes by emphasizing the importance of the Levites' service and the care that 
was to be taken in setting them apart for this role. 
 



The key verses in Chapter 8 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 8 of the Book of Numbers in the 
Christian Bible: 

 "Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to Aaron and say to him, When 
you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the lampstand.'" - 
Numbers 8:1-2 

 "And Aaron did so: he set up its lamps in front of the lampstand, as the Lord 
commanded Moses." - Numbers 8:3 

 "Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the people of Israel, and the 
Levites shall be mine." - Numbers 8:14 

 "And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the 
people of Israel, to do the service for the people of Israel at the tent of meeting 
and to make atonement for the people of Israel, that there may be no plague 
among the people of Israel when the people of Israel come near the sanctuary." - 
Numbers 8:19 

 "And after that the Levites went in to do their service in the tent of meeting before 
Aaron and his sons; as the Lord had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, 
so they did to them." - Numbers 8:22 

Chapter 8 describes the cleansing and consecration of the Levites for their service in the 
tabernacle. It also includes instructions for the lighting of the lampstand and the 
retirement of the Levites from their service at the age of 50. 
 
CHAPTER 9 
Nu. 9:1 The LORD spoke to Moses in the Desert of Sinai in the first 
month of the second year after they came out of Egypt. He 
said, 
Nu. 9:2 “Make the Israelites celebrate the Passover at the appointed 
time. 
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Nu. 9:3 Celebrate it at the appointed time, at twilight on the 
fourteenth day of this month, in accordance with all its rules 
and regulations.” 
Nu. 9:4 So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the Passover, 
Nu. 9:5 and they did so in the Desert of Sinai at twilight on the 
fourteenth day of the first month. The Israelites did 
everything just as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Nu. 9:6 But some of them could not celebrate the Passover on that 
day because they were ceremonially unclean on account of a 
dead body. So they came to Moses and Aaron that same day 
Nu. 9:7 and said to Moses, “We have become unclean because of a 
dead body, but why should we be kept from presenting the 
LORD’s offering with the other Israelites at the appointed 
time?” 
Nu. 9:8 Moses answered them, “Wait until I find out what the LORD 
commands concerning you.” 
Nu. 9:9 Then the LORD said to Moses, 



Nu. 9:10 “Tell the Israelites: ‘When any of you or your descendants 
are unclean because of a dead body or are away on a journey, 
they may still celebrate the LORD’s Passover. 
Nu. 9:11 They are to celebrate it on the fourteenth day of the second 
month at twilight. They are to eat the lamb, together with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 
Nu. 9:12 They must not leave any of it till morning or break any of its 
bones. When they celebrate the Passover, they must follow all 
the regulations. 
Nu. 9:13 But if a man who is ceremonially clean and not on a journey 
fails to celebrate the Passover, that person must be cut off 
from his people because he did not present the LORD’s 
offering at the appointed time. That man will bear the 
consequences of his sin. 
Nu. 9:14 “‘An alien living among you who wants to celebrate the 
LORD’s Passover must do so in accordance with its rules 
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and regulations. You must have the same regulations for the 
alien and the native-born.’” 
Nu. 9:15 On the day the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony, was set 
up, the cloud covered it. From evening till morning the cloud 
above the tabernacle looked like fire. 
Nu. 9:16 That is how it continued to be; the cloud covered it, and at 
night it looked like fire. 
Nu. 9:17 Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, the Israelites 
set out; wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped. 
Nu. 9:18 At the LORD’s command the Israelites set out, and at his 
command they encamped. As long as the cloud stayed over 
the tabernacle, they remained in camp. 
Nu. 9:19 When the cloud remained over the tabernacle a long time, the 
Israelites obeyed the LORD’s order and did not set out. 
Nu. 9:20 Sometimes the cloud was over the tabernacle only a few 
days; at the LORD’s command they would encamp, and then 
at his command they would set out. 
Nu. 9:21 Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening till morning, 
and when it lifted in the morning, they set out. Whether by 
day or by night, whenever the cloud lifted, they set out. 
Nu. 9:22 Whether the cloud stayed over the tabernacle for two days or 
a month or a year, the Israelites would remain in camp and 
not set out; but when it lifted, they would set out. 
Nu. 9:23 At the LORD’s command they encamped, and at the LORD’s 
command they set out. They obeyed the LORD’s order, in 
accordance with his command through Moses. 
 
 



Chapter 9 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the celebration of the 
Passover in the second year after the Israelites' departure from Egypt. The chapter begins 
by describing how God instructed Moses to tell the Israelites to celebrate the Passover on 
the fourteenth day of the first month of the year, using a lamb or goat as a sacrifice. 
However, those who were ceremonially unclean or away on a journey could celebrate the 
Passover on the fourteenth day of the second month instead. The chapter also describes 
how the Israelites were to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days, during 
which time they were to eat only unleavened bread and avoid any leavened products. The 
chapter emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commands and the celebration 
of these festivals as reminders of the Israelites' deliverance from Egypt. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 9 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "And the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the 
second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying," - Numbers 9:1 

 "Let the people of Israel keep the Passover at its appointed time." - Numbers 9:2 
 "And those men said to him, 'We are unclean through touching a dead body. Why 

are we kept from bringing the Lord's offering at its appointed time among the 
people of Israel?'" - Numbers 9:7 

 "But if anyone who is clean and is not on a journey fails to keep the Passover, that 
person shall be cut off from his people because he did not bring the Lord's 
offering at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin." - Numbers 9:13 

 "Whether it was two days or a month or a longer time, that the cloud continued 
over the tabernacle, abiding there, the people of Israel remained in camp and did 
not set out, but when it lifted they set out." - Numbers 9:22 

Chapter 9 deals with the observance of the Passover and the regulation of the camp of 
Israel according to the movement of the cloud above the tabernacle. It also includes the 
story of some men who were unable to keep the Passover because they were unclean, and 
God's provision for them to keep it at a later time. 
 
Chapter 9 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the celebration of the Passover and the 
establishment of the Cloud and Fire as a guiding presence for the Israelites in their 
journey. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 9: 
 
The Importance of Celebrating Passover: The chapter emphasizes the significance of the 
Passover celebration and its observance. The Israelites are instructed to keep the Passover 
at the appointed time and in the prescribed manner, commemorating their liberation from 
slavery in Egypt. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of commemorating significant 
events in our spiritual journey. It encourages us to remember and celebrate the 
redemptive acts of God in our lives. By participating in meaningful traditions and rituals, 
we deepen our understanding of God's faithfulness and the significance of His saving 
work. 
 
Inclusivity and Provision: The chapter addresses the situation of individuals who were 
ceremonially unclean or unable to observe the Passover due to extenuating 



circumstances. Provision is made for them to observe the Passover at a later time, 
ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to participate. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the inclusivity and grace of God. It teaches us to be 
mindful of the needs and circumstances of others, allowing flexibility and compassion in 
our spiritual practices. By embracing inclusivity and making provisions for those who 
may face challenges, we foster a sense of community and unity within the body of 
believers. 
 
Guided by the Cloud and Fire: The chapter describes the manifestation of the Cloud and 
Fire as a visible sign of God's guidance and presence among the Israelites. The Cloud 
would rest over the tabernacle during the day, and the Fire would appear at night, 
signaling when the Israelites were to camp or set out on their journey. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us that God desires to guide and lead us in our journey 
of faith. It encourages us to be attentive to His presence and to follow His guidance. By 
seeking and following God's leading, we can navigate through life's challenges and 
uncertainties with confidence, knowing that He is with us every step of the way. 
 
Obedience and Trust: The chapter emphasizes the Israelites' obedience to God's 
commands regarding the Passover and their reliance on His guidance through the Cloud 
and Fire. They waited for the movement of the Cloud or Fire before setting out on their 
journey. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the importance of obedience and trust in our 
relationship with God. It teaches us to trust in His timing and direction, even when it may 
not align with our own plans or expectations. By cultivating obedience and trust, we 
demonstrate our faith in God's wisdom and sovereignty. 
 
Overall, Numbers 9 highlights themes of celebration, inclusivity, guidance, obedience, 
and trust. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to celebrate and remember God's 
redemptive work in our lives, embrace inclusivity and grace, seek and follow God's 
guidance, and cultivate obedience and trust in our relationship with Him. 
 
 
CHAPTER 10 
Nu. 10:1 The LORD said to Moses: 
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Nu. 10:2 “Make two trumpets of hammered silver, and use them for 
calling the community together and for having the camps set 
out. 
Nu. 10:3 When both are sounded, the whole community is to assemble 
before you at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 10:4 If only one is sounded, the leaders — the heads of the clans 
of Israel — are to assemble before you. 
Nu. 10:5 When a trumpet blast is sounded, the tribes camping on the 
east are to set out. 
Nu. 10:6 At the sounding of a second blast, the camps on the south are 
to set out. The blast will be the signal for setting out. 



Nu. 10:7 To gather the assembly, blow the trumpets, but not with the 
same signal. 
Nu. 10:8 “The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the trumpets. 
This is to be a lasting ordinance for you and the generations 
to come. 
Nu. 10:9 When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy 
who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then 
you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued 
from your enemies. 
Nu. 10:10 Also at your times of rejoicing — your appointed feasts and 
New Moon festivals — you are to sound the trumpets over 
your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, [Traditionally 
peace offerings] and they will be a memorial for you before 
your God. I am the LORD your God.” 
Nu. 10:11 On the twentieth day of the second month of the second year, 
the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle of the Testimony. 
Nu. 10:12 Then the Israelites set out from the Desert of Sinai and 
travelled from place to place until the cloud came to rest in 
the Desert of Paran. 
Nu. 10:13 They set out, this first time, at the LORD’s command 
through Moses. 
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Nu. 10:14 The divisions of the camp of Judah went first, under their 
standard. Nahshon son of Amminadab was in command. 
Nu. 10:15 Nethanel son of Zuar was over the division of the tribe of 
Issachar, 
Nu. 10:16 and Eliab son of Helon was over the division of the tribe of 
Zebulun. 
Nu. 10:17 Then the tabernacle was taken down, and the Gershonites 
and Merarites, who carried it, set out. 
Nu. 10:18 The divisions of the camp of Reuben went next, under their 
standard. Elizur son of Shedeur was in command. 
Nu. 10:19 Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai was over the division of the 
tribe of Simeon, 
Nu. 10:20 and Eliasaph son of Deuel was over the division of the tribe 
of Gad. 
Nu. 10:21 Then the Kohathites set out, carrying the holy things. The 
tabernacle was to be set up before they arrived. 
Nu. 10:22 The divisions of the camp of Ephraim went next, under their 
standard. Elishama son of Ammihud was in command. 
Nu. 10:23 Gamaliel son of Pedahzur was over the division of the tribe of 
Manasseh, 
Nu. 10:24 and Abidan son of Gideoni was over the division of the tribe 
of Benjamin. 
Nu. 10:25 Finally, as the rear guard for all the units, the divisions of the 
camp of Dan set out, under their standard. Ahiezer son of 



Ammishaddai was in command. 
Nu. 10:26 Pagiel son of Ocran was over the division of the tribe of 
Asher, 
Nu. 10:27 and Ahira son of Enan was over the division of the tribe of 
Naphtali. 
Nu. 10:28 This was the order of march for the Israelite divisions as they 
set out. 
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Nu. 10:29 Now Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, 
Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting out for the place about 
which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us 
and we will treat you well, for the LORD has promised good 
things to Israel.” 
Nu. 10:30 He answered, “No, I will not go; I am going back to my own 
land and my own people.” 
Nu. 10:31 But Moses said, “Please do not leave us. You know where 
we should camp in the desert, and you can be our eyes. 
Nu. 10:32 If you come with us, we will share with you whatever good 
things the LORD gives us.” 
Nu. 10:33 So they set out from the mountain of the LORD and travelled 
for three days. The ark of the covenant of the LORD went 
before them during those three days to find them a place to 
rest. 
Nu. 10:34 The cloud of the LORD was over them by day when they set 
out from the camp. 
Nu. 10:35 Whenever the ark set out, Moses said, “Rise up, O LORD! 
May your enemies be scattered; may your foes flee before 
you.” 
Nu. 10:36 Whenever it came to rest, he said, “Return, O LORD, to the 
countless thousands of Israel.” 
 
Chapter 10 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the Israelites' 
journey from Mount Sinai to the Wilderness of Paran. The chapter begins by describing 
how two silver trumpets were to be used to signal various events, including the calling of 
assemblies and the beginning of journeys. The chapter then describes how the Israelites 
set out from Mount Sinai in an orderly fashion, with the tribes arranged in a specific 
order as they marched. The chapter also describes how Moses asked his brother-in-law 
Hobab to accompany the Israelites on their journey and act as a guide, but Hobab initially 
refused. The chapter concludes by describing how the Israelites began to grumble and 
complain on their journey, which would lead to various challenges and setbacks in the 
future. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 10 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 



 "The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Make two silver trumpets. Of hammered work 
you shall make them, and you shall use them for summoning the congregation and 
for breaking camp.'" - Numbers 10:1-2 

 "And when you blow an alarm, the camps that are on the east side shall set out. 
And when you blow an alarm the second time, the camps that are on the south 
side shall set out. An alarm is to be blown whenever they are to set out." - 
Numbers 10:5-6 

 "And if you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then 
you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before 
the Lord your God, and you will be saved from your enemies." - Numbers 10:9 

 "And Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, 
'We are setting out for the place of which the Lord said, "I will give it to you." 
Come with us, and we will do good to you, for the Lord has promised good to 
Israel.'" - Numbers 10:29 

 "And the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them three days' journey, to 
seek out a resting place for them." - Numbers 10:33 

Chapter 10 describes the use of silver trumpets to signal the movement of the Israelites in 
the wilderness, as well as their use in times of war. It also includes the departure of the 
Israelites from Mount Sinai and the leadership of the ark of the covenant on their journey. 
 

Chapter 10 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the instructions for the use of the silver 
trumpets and the departure of the Israelites from Mount Sinai. Here's a reflection on some 
key themes and lessons from Numbers 10: 
 
Communication and Unity: The chapter highlights the significance of the silver trumpets 
as a means of communication and rallying the people. The trumpets were used to signal 
various instructions, such as calling the community together, signaling the movement of 
the camps, and sounding an alarm during times of war. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of effective communication and 
unity within the community of believers. It encourages us to be attentive to God's 
guidance and to communicate His message clearly to others. By fostering open and 
respectful communication, we can build strong relationships, promote unity, and work 
together towards common goals. 
 
Dependence on God's Guidance: The chapter emphasizes the Israelites' reliance on God's 
guidance and direction. They followed the movement of the cloud, which represented the 
presence of God, as they journeyed through the wilderness. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the need to depend on God's guidance and 
direction in our own lives. It teaches us to trust in His leading and to seek His wisdom 
and discernment. By surrendering our plans and desires to God and following His 
guidance, we can navigate through life's challenges with confidence and experience His 
provision and protection. 
 
Order and Organization: The chapter outlines the orderly arrangement of the tribes and 
the responsibilities assigned to each during the journey. It describes the positioning of the 
tribes in relation to the tabernacle and the designated roles of the Levites. 



Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of order, organization, and the value of 
every individual's contribution within the community. It teaches us the significance of 
utilizing our gifts and talents for the benefit of the whole. By embracing our roles and 
responsibilities with diligence and cooperation, we can create an environment of harmony 
and productivity. 
 
Remembering God's Faithfulness: The chapter concludes with Moses' interaction with his 
father-in-law, Hobab, who is invited to journey with the Israelites. Moses emphasizes the 
importance of Hobab's presence, as he knows the land well, and promises to share the 
goodness that the Lord will do for them. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of remembering and 
acknowledging God's faithfulness in our lives. It encourages us to share the testimonies 
of God's goodness and provision with others, inviting them to join us on the journey of 
faith. By recognizing and proclaiming God's faithfulness, we strengthen our own faith 
and inspire others to trust in Him. 
 
Overall, Numbers 10 highlights themes of communication, dependence on God's 
guidance, order and organization, and remembering God's faithfulness. By reflecting on 
these themes, we can strive to communicate effectively and promote unity, depend on 
God's guidance and trust in His leading, embrace order and organization within our 
communities, and remember and share God's faithfulness with others. 
 
 
CHAPTER 11 
Nu. 11:1 Now the people complained about their hardships in the 
hearing of the LORD, and when he heard them his anger was 
aroused. Then fire from the LORD burned among them and 
consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 
Nu. 11:2 When the people cried out to Moses, he prayed to the LORD 
and the fire died down. 
Nu. 11:3 So that place was called Taberah, [Taberah means burning.] 
because fire from the LORD had burned among them. 
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Nu. 11:4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again 
the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to 
eat! 
Nu. 11:5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost — also the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 
Nu. 11:6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but 
this manna!” 
Nu. 11:7 The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 
Nu. 11:8 The people went around gathering it, and then ground it in a 
hand mill or crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or 
made it into cakes. And it tasted like something made with 
olive oil. 
Nu. 11:9 When the dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also 



came down. 
Nu. 11:10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the 
entrance to his tent. The LORD became exceedingly angry, 
and Moses was troubled. 
Nu. 11:11 He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on 
your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put 
the burden of all these people on me? 
Nu. 11:12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why 
do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an 
infant, to the land you promised on oath to their forefathers? 
Nu. 11:13 Where can I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing 
to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 
Nu. 11:14 I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too 
heavy for me. 
Nu. 11:15 If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death right 
now — if I have found favour in your eyes — and do not let 
me face my own ruin.” 
Nu. 11:16 The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s 
elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among 
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the people. Make them come to the Tent of Meeting, that 
they may stand there with you. 
Nu. 11:17 I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of 
the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will 
help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not 
have to carry it alone. 
Nu. 11:18 “Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for 
tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The LORD heard you 
when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were 
better off in Egypt!” Now the LORD will give you meat, and 
you will eat it. 
Nu. 11:19 You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten 
or twenty days, 
Nu. 11:20 but for a whole month — until it comes out of your nostrils 
and you loathe it — because you have rejected the LORD, 
who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why 
did we ever leave Egypt?”’” 
Nu. 11:21 But Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand 
men on foot, and you say, ‘I will give them meat to eat for a 
whole month!’ 
Nu. 11:22 Would they have enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered 
for them? Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea 
were caught for them?” 
Nu. 11:23 The LORD answered Moses, “Is the LORD’s arm too short? 
You will now see whether or not what I say will come true 
for you.” 



Nu. 11:24 So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had 
said. He brought together seventy of their elders and made 
them stand round the Tent. 
Nu. 11:25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, 
and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit 
on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they 
prophesied, but they did not do so again. [Or prophesied and 
continued to do so] 
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Nu. 11:26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, 
had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, 
but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on 
them, and they prophesied in the camp. 
Nu. 11:27 A young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp.” 
Nu. 11:28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ assistant since 
youth, spoke up and said, “Moses, my lord, stop them!” 
Nu. 11:29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that 
all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD 
would put his Spirit on them!” 
Nu. 11:30 Then Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp. 
Nu. 11:31 Now a wind went out from the LORD and drove quail in 
from the sea. It brought them [Or They flew] down all 
around the camp to about three feet [Hebrew two cubits 
(about 0.9 metre)] above the ground, as far as a day’s walk in 
any direction. 
Nu. 11:32 All that day and night and all the next day the people went 
out and gathered quail. No-one gathered less than ten 
homers. [That is, probably about 60 bushels (about 2.2 
kilolitres)] Then they spread them out all around the camp. 
Nu. 11:33 But while the meat was still between their teeth and before it 
could be consumed, the anger of the LORD burned against 
the people, and he struck them with a severe plague. 
Nu. 11:34 Therefore the place was named Kibroth Hattaavah, [Kibroth 
Hattaavah means graves of craving.] because there they 
buried the people who had craved other food. 
Nu. 11:35 From Kibroth Hattaavah the people travelled to Hazeroth and 
stayed there 
 
Chapter 11 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the Israelites' 
complaints and God's response to their dissatisfaction. The chapter begins by describing 
how the Israelites complained about the manna that God had provided for them, longing 
for the meat and other foods they had eaten in Egypt. Moses became frustrated with the 
people and pleaded with God for help. God responded by providing the Israelites with 
quail to eat, but also struck them with a plague as a punishment for their complaining. 
The chapter then describes how Moses appointed seventy elders to assist him in leading 



the people, and how the Spirit of God came upon them to empower their leadership. The 
chapter concludes by describing how God continued to provide manna for the Israelites, 
but also warned them of the consequences of their complaining and ungratefulness. 
 
The key verses from chapter 11 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the Lord, and 
when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the Lord burned 
among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp." - Numbers 11:1 

 "The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started 
wailing and said, 'If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in 
Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now 
we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!'" - Numbers 
11:4-6 

 "Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the entrance to their tents. The 
Lord became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled." - Numbers 11:10 

 "The Lord answered Moses, 'Is the Lord's arm too short? Now you will see 
whether or not what I say will come true for you.'" - Numbers 11:23 

 "But Moses replied, 'I am not able to carry all these people by myself; the burden 
is too heavy for me.'" - Numbers 11:14 

Chapter 11 tells the story of the Israelites complaining about their hardships in the 
wilderness, particularly their lack of meat, and God's response to their complaints. Moses 
also expresses his own frustration with the burden of leading the people, and God 
instructs him to appoint seventy elders to share the responsibility. 
 
Chapter 11 of the Book of Numbers addresses the Israelites' complaints and the provision 
of manna in the wilderness. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from 
Numbers 11: 
 
Gratitude and Contentment: The chapter begins with the Israelites expressing their 
dissatisfaction and craving for more than just manna. They long for the variety of food 
they had in Egypt, even though they were in slavery. Their discontentment reveals a lack 
of gratitude for God's provision. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to examine our own hearts and attitudes towards 
God's provision in our lives. It reminds us of the importance of cultivating gratitude and 
contentment. By shifting our focus from what we lack to what we have been given, we 
can develop a deeper appreciation for God's provision and experience greater satisfaction 
in our lives. 
 
God's Faithfulness: Despite the people's complaints, God responds with patience and 
provides them with quail to satisfy their craving for meat. He assures them that He will 
continue to provide manna for their sustenance. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's unwavering faithfulness and provision, even 
in the midst of our doubts and complaints. It reassures us that God knows our needs and 
will provide for us. By trusting in God's faithfulness, we can find comfort and peace in 
knowing that He is always with us, providing for our needs. 
 



Leadership Burden: The chapter highlights Moses' burden as the leader of the Israelites. 
He expresses his frustration and feeling overwhelmed by the responsibility of leading 
such a vast multitude. Moses feels the weight of the people's complaints and questions his 
ability to meet their needs. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the challenges and burdens that leaders may face 
in their roles. It encourages us to support and pray for our leaders, recognizing the weight 
of their responsibilities. By offering encouragement, understanding, and assistance, we 
can lighten their burden and foster a culture of support and unity within the community. 
 
Sharing the Burden: In response to Moses' burden, God instructs him to gather seventy 
elders who will assist him in leading the people. The Spirit of God comes upon them, 
enabling them to share the leadership responsibilities. 
Reflection: This chapter teaches us the importance of sharing the burdens of leadership 
and working collaboratively. It reminds us that we are not meant to carry our burdens 
alone but to seek support from others. By cultivating a spirit of collaboration, we can 
accomplish more together and uplift one another in times of difficulty. 
 
Consequences of Discontentment: Towards the end of the chapter, God responds to the 
people's complaints by sending a plague among them. This serves as a consequence for 
their lack of gratitude and discontentment. 
Reflection: This chapter serves as a cautionary reminder of the consequences that can 
arise from a spirit of discontentment and complaining. It encourages us to guard our 
hearts against such attitudes and instead cultivate a spirit of gratitude and trust in God's 
provision. 
 
Overall, Numbers 11 highlights themes of gratitude, God's faithfulness, leadership 
burdens, sharing responsibilities, and the consequences of discontentment. By reflecting 
on these themes, we can strive to cultivate gratitude and contentment, trust in God's 
faithfulness, support and pray for our leaders, work collaboratively and share burdens, 
and guard against a spirit of discontentment. 
 
 
CHAPTER 12 
Nu. 12:1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his 
Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. 
Nu. 12:2 “Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” they asked. 
“Hasn’t he also spoken through us?” And the LORD heard 
this. 
Nu. 12:3 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than 
anyone else on the face of the earth.) 
Nu. 12:4 At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come 
out to the Tent of Meeting, all three of you.” So the three of 
them came out. 
Nu. 12:5 Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at 
the entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. 
When both of them stepped forward, 



Nu. 12:6 he said, “Listen to my words: “When a prophet of the LORD 
is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to 
him in dreams. 
Nu. 12:7 But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all 
my house. 
Nu. 12:8 With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he 
sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to 
speak against my servant Moses?” 
Nu. 12:9 The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left 
them. 
Nu. 12:10 When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood 
Miriam — leprous, [The Hebrew word was used for various 
diseases affecting the skin — not necessarily leprosy.] like 
snow. Aaron turned towards her and saw that she had 
leprosy; 
Nu. 12:11 and he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, do not hold against 
us the sin we have so foolishly committed. 
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Nu. 12:12 Do not let her be like a stillborn infant coming from its 
mother’s womb with its flesh half eaten away.” 
Nu. 12:13 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “O God, please heal her!” 
Nu. 12:14 The LORD replied to Moses, “If her father had spat in her 
face, would she not have been in disgrace for seven days? 
Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she 
can be brought back.” 
Nu. 12:15 So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, 
and the people did not move on till she was brought back. 
Nu. 12:16 After that, the people left Hazeroth and encamped in the 
Desert of Paran. 
 
Chapter 12 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes a conflict within the 
Israelite leadership. The chapter begins by describing how Moses' sister Miriam and 
brother Aaron spoke against him, criticizing his marriage to a Cushite woman and 
challenging his authority as God's chosen leader. God hears their criticism and calls them 
out for their rebellion, affirming Moses' unique relationship with Him. The chapter then 
describes how God punished Miriam for her rebellion by afflicting her with leprosy, 
causing her to be temporarily cast out of the camp. Moses intercedes for his sister and 
pleads with God to heal her, and God ultimately does so after seven days of isolation. The 
chapter concludes with the Israelites continuing their journey through the wilderness. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 12 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 12 of the Book of Numbers in 
the Christian Bible: 

 "Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for 
he had married a Cushite." - Numbers 12:1 



 "Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken 
through us?" And the Lord heard this." - Numbers 12:2 

 "At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, 'Come out to the tent of 
meeting, all three of you.' So the three of them went out." - Numbers 12:4 

 "With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the 
Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" - 
Numbers 12:8 

 "So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not 
move on till she was brought back." - Numbers 12:15 

Chapter 12 tells the story of Miriam and Aaron speaking against Moses because of his 
Cushite wife and claiming that they, too, are prophets. God rebukes Miriam and Aaron 
and punishes Miriam with leprosy, which is later healed after Moses intercedes on her 
behalf. 
 
Chapter 12 of the Book of Numbers addresses the issue of Miriam and Aaron speaking 
against Moses. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 12: 
 
Jealousy and Pride: In this chapter, Miriam and Aaron express jealousy and question 
Moses' authority. They claim that God speaks through them as well and challenge Moses' 
unique role as the leader of the Israelites. 
Reflection: This chapter serves as a reminder of the destructive nature of jealousy and 
pride. It highlights the importance of embracing humility and recognizing the unique 
calling and gifts of others. By celebrating and supporting one another's roles and 
contributions, we foster unity and cooperation within the community. 
 
God's Defense of His Servant: When Miriam and Aaron speak against Moses, God 
intervenes and defends Moses' position. He affirms Moses as a faithful servant and 
speaks directly to Miriam and Aaron, rebuking them for their actions. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us that God is the ultimate authority and defender of His 
servants. It teaches us the importance of respecting and honoring those whom God has 
appointed to lead and serve. By avoiding gossip, criticism, and jealousy, we can create an 
environment of respect and unity, upholding the leaders God has chosen. 
 
The Consequence of Miriam's Leprosy: As a consequence of her actions, Miriam is 
struck with leprosy. Moses intercedes on her behalf, pleading with God for her healing. 
God shows mercy and instructs that Miriam be quarantined outside the camp for seven 
days before being restored. 
Reflection: This chapter demonstrates the consequences that can arise from our negative 
attitudes and actions. It also portrays the power of intercession and God's willingness to 
show mercy. By seeking forgiveness and interceding on behalf of others, we participate 
in the restoration and healing of relationships. 
 
The Holiness of Moses: The chapter concludes by emphasizing Moses' unique 
relationship with God. It states that Moses is the most humble man on the face of the 
earth and that God speaks to him face to face. 



Reflection: This chapter highlights the remarkable closeness and intimacy that Moses had 
with God. It challenges us to seek a deep and personal relationship with God, 
characterized by humility and a willingness to listen and obey. By nurturing our 
connection with God, we can experience His presence and guidance in our lives. 
 
Overall, Numbers 12 addresses themes of jealousy, humility, God's defense, 
consequences, intercession, and the holiness of Moses. By reflecting on these themes, we 
can strive to cultivate humility, honor and support our leaders, avoid jealousy and pride, 
seek reconciliation and restoration, and pursue a deep and intimate relationship with God. 
 
 
Nu. 13:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 13:2 “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am 
giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of 
its leaders.” 
Nu. 13:3 So at the LORD’s command Moses sent them out from the 
Desert of Paran. All of them were leaders of the Israelites. 
Nu. 13:4 These are their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua 
son of Zaccur; 
Nu. 13:5 from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori; 
Nu. 13:6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh; 
Nu. 13:7 from the tribe of Issachar, Igal son of Joseph; 
Nu. 13:8 from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun; 
Nu. 13:9 from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu; 
Nu. 13:10 from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi; 
Nu. 13:11 from the tribe of Manasseh (a tribe of Joseph), Gaddi son of 
Susi; 
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Nu. 13:12 from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of Gemalli; 
Nu. 13:13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael; 
Nu. 13:14 from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vophsi; 
Nu. 13:15 from the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Maki. 
Nu. 13:16 These are the names of the men Moses sent to explore the 
land. (Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the name Joshua.) 
Nu. 13:17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up 
through the Negev and on into the hill country. 
Nu. 13:18 See what the land is like and whether the people who live 
there are strong or weak, few or many. 
Nu. 13:19 What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What 
kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? 
Nu. 13:20 How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees on it or 
not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the 
land.” (It was the season for the first ripe grapes.) 
Nu. 13:21 So they went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin 
as far as Rehob, towards Lebo [Or towards the entrance to] 
Hamath. 



Nu. 13:22 They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where 
Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived. 
(Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 
Nu. 13:23 When they reached the Valley of Eshcol, [Eshcol means 
cluster; also in verse 24.] they cut off a branch bearing a 
single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried it on a pole 
between them, along with some pomegranates and figs. 
Nu. 13:24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol because of the 
cluster of grapes the Israelites cut off there. 
Nu. 13:25 At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the 
land. 
Nu. 13:26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 
community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they 
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reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed 
them the fruit of the land. 
Nu. 13:27 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to 
which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! 
Here is its fruit. 
Nu. 13:28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are 
fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak 
there. 
Nu. 13:29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and 
Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near 
the sea and along the Jordan.” 
Nu. 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We 
should go up and take possession of the land, for we can 
certainly do it.” 
Nu. 13:31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t 
attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 
Nu. 13:32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the 
land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored 
devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of 
great size. 
Nu. 13:33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come 
from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own 
eyes, and we looked the same to them.” 
 
Chapter 13 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes how Moses sends 
out twelve spies to explore the land of Canaan, which God had promised to give to the 
Israelites. The chapter begins by listing the names of the twelve spies and describing their 
mission to scout out the land, including its people, cities, and resources. After forty days, 
the spies return and present their report to Moses and the people. The majority of the 
spies report that the land is abundant and fruitful, but that the inhabitants are strong and 
fortified. However, two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, express faith in God's ability to 
give them victory over the inhabitants of the land. Despite this, the Israelites are filled 



with fear and doubt, and even contemplate returning to Egypt. This leads to God's 
punishment of the Israelites, declaring that none of them except Caleb and Joshua would 
enter the Promised Land. The chapter ends with the Israelites wandering in the wilderness 
for forty years as a result of their disobedience and lack of faith. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 13 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 13 of the Book of Numbers in 
the Christian Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I 
am giving to the Israelites.'" - Numbers 13:1-2 

 "So they went up and explored the land...When they reached the Valley of Eshkol, 
they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried it on 
a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and figs." - Numbers 13:21, 
23 

 "But the men who had gone up with him said, 'We can't attack those people; they 
are stronger than we are.'" - Numbers 13:31 

 "But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, 'We should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.'" - Numbers 13:30 

 "But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me 
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will 
inherit it." - Numbers 14:24 

Chapter 13 describes how Moses sends twelve men, one from each tribe of Israel, to 
explore the land of Canaan. When they return, they bring back a report of the land's 
richness, but also of its fortified cities and powerful inhabitants. While Caleb and Joshua 
urge the Israelites to trust in God and take possession of the land, the other ten spies 
spread fear and panic among the people, causing them to rebel against Moses and refuse 
to enter the Promised Land. As a result, God declares that the Israelites will wander in the 
wilderness for forty years until that entire generation has died. 
 
Chapter 13 of the Book of Numbers recounts the account of the twelve spies who were 
sent to explore the land of Canaan. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons 
from Numbers 13: 
 
The Importance of Faith and Trust: Moses sends twelve spies, one from each tribe, to 
explore the land of Canaan. Their mission is to assess the land and its inhabitants. While 
ten of the spies bring back a report filled with fear and doubt, Joshua and Caleb express 
faith and confidence in God's ability to give them the land. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the significance of faith and trust in our relationship 
with God. It teaches us the importance of looking beyond the challenges and obstacles, 
focusing instead on God's promises and faithfulness. By cultivating a deep trust in God, 
we can overcome fear and doubt, stepping out in faith to fulfill the purposes He has for 
us. 
 
The Power of Perspective: The spies' reports differ greatly. The majority of the spies 
focus on the giants and the perceived difficulties of conquering the land, leading to 



discouragement among the Israelites. However, Joshua and Caleb view the situation from 
a perspective of faith and remind the people of God's promise to give them the land. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the power of perspective. It challenges us to view 
our circumstances through the lens of faith and God's promises rather than being swayed 
by fear or negative reports. By intentionally shifting our perspective and focusing on 
God's faithfulness, we can find courage and strength to face any challenges that lie ahead. 
 
The Consequences of Unbelief: The chapter reveals that the Israelites' lack of faith and 
their refusal to enter the Promised Land result in God's judgment. God declares that the 
entire generation will wander in the wilderness for forty years, with only Joshua and 
Caleb being allowed to enter the land. 
Reflection: This chapter serves as a warning about the consequences of unbelief and 
disobedience. It emphasizes the importance of trusting and obeying God's word. By 
embracing faith and responding in obedience to God's leading, we position ourselves to 
receive His blessings and fulfill His purposes in our lives. 
 
God's Sovereignty and Faithfulness: Although the Israelites face the consequences of 
their unbelief, God's sovereignty and faithfulness are evident. He continues to provide for 
and guide them during their time of wandering in the wilderness. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's unwavering faithfulness, even in the face of 
our failures and disobedience. It assures us that God remains present and active in our 
lives, regardless of the circumstances we find ourselves in. By trusting in His sovereignty 
and relying on His provision, we can navigate through challenging seasons with hope and 
assurance. 
 
Overall, Numbers 13 addresses themes of faith and trust, the power of perspective, the 
consequences of unbelief, and God's sovereignty and faithfulness. By reflecting on these 
themes, we can strive to cultivate faith and trust in God, adopt a perspective of faith 
rather than fear, remain obedient to His leading, and rely on His sovereignty and 
faithfulness in all circumstances. 
 
 
CHAPTER 14 
Nu. 14:1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices 
and wept aloud. 
Nu. 14:2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the 
whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! 
Or in this desert! 
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Nu. 14:3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall 
by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as 
plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 
Nu. 14:4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and 
go back to Egypt.” 
Nu. 14:5 Then Moses and Aaron fell face down in front of the whole 
Israelite assembly gathered there. 



Nu. 14:6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were 
among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 
Nu. 14:7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed 
through and explored is exceedingly good. 
Nu. 14:8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 
Nu. 14:9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of 
the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. 
Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be 
afraid of them.” 
Nu. 14:10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the 
glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the 
Israelites. 
Nu. 14:11 The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people treat 
me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in 
me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed 
among them? 
Nu. 14:12 I will strike them down with a plague and destroy them, but I 
will make you into a nation greater and stronger than they.” 
Nu. 14:13 Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear 
about it! By your power you brought these people up from 
among them. 
Nu. 14:14 And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They 
have already heard that you, O LORD, are with these people 
and that you, O LORD, have been seen face to face, that 
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your cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
Nu. 14:15 If you put these people to death all at one time, the nations 
who have heard this report about you will say, 
Nu. 14:16 ‘The LORD was not able to bring these people into the land 
he promised them on oath; so he slaughtered them in the 
desert.’ 
Nu. 14:17 “Now may the Lord’s strength be displayed, just as you have 
declared: 
Nu. 14:18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving 
sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the fathers 
to the third and fourth generation.’ 
Nu. 14:19 In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these 
people, just as you have pardoned them from the time they 
left Egypt until now.” 
Nu. 14:20 The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked. 
Nu. 14:21 Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of 
the LORD fills the whole earth, 
Nu. 14:22 not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous 



signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who 
disobeyed me and tested me ten times — 
Nu. 14:23 not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to 
their forefathers. No-one who has treated me with contempt 
will ever see it. 
Nu. 14:24 But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and 
follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he 
went to, and his descendants will inherit it. 
Nu. 14:25 Since the Amalekites and Canaanites are living in the valleys, 
turn back tomorrow and set out towards the desert along the 
route to the Red Sea.” [Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of 
Reeds] 
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Nu. 14:26 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 
Nu. 14:27 “How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I 
have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. 
Nu. 14:28 So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will 
do to you the very things I heard you say: 
Nu. 14:29 In this desert your bodies will fall — every one of you twenty 
years old or more who was counted in the census and who 
has grumbled against me. 
Nu. 14:30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand 
to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and 
Joshua son of Nun. 
Nu. 14:31 As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, 
I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 
Nu. 14:32 But you — your bodies will fall in this desert. 
Nu. 14:33 Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering 
for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the 
desert. 
Nu. 14:34 For forty years — one year for each of the forty days you 
explored the land — you will suffer for your sins and know 
what it is like to have me against you.’ 
Nu. 14:35 I, the LORD, have spoken, and I will surely do these things 
to this whole wicked community, which has banded together 
against me. They will meet their end in this desert; here they 
will die.” 
Nu. 14:36 So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who returned 
and made the whole community grumble against him by 
spreading a bad report about it — 
Nu. 14:37 these men responsible for spreading the bad report about the 
land were struck down and died of a plague before the 
LORD. 
Nu. 14:38 Of the men who went to explore the land, only Joshua son of 
Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh survived. 
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Nu. 14:39 When Moses reported this to all the Israelites, they mourned 
bitterly. 
Nu. 14:40 Early the next morning they went up towards the high hill 
country. “We have sinned,” they said. “We will go up to the 
place the LORD promised.” 
Nu. 14:41 But Moses said, “Why are you disobeying the LORD’s 
command? This will not succeed! 
Nu. 14:42 Do not go up, because the LORD is not with you. You will 
be defeated by your enemies, 
Nu. 14:43 for the Amalekites and Canaanites will face you there. 
Because you have turned away from the LORD, he will not 
be with you and you will fall by the sword.” 
Nu. 14:44 Nevertheless, in their presumption they went up towards the 
high hill country, though neither Moses nor the ark of the 
LORD’s covenant moved from the camp. 
Nu. 14:45 Then the Amalekites and Canaanites who lived in that hill 
country came down and attacked them and beat them down 
all the way to Hormah 
 
Chapter 14 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible continues the story of the 
Israelites' lack of faith and disobedience. The chapter begins with the people weeping and 
complaining against Moses and Aaron, expressing a desire to have died in Egypt rather 
than face the challenges of conquering the land of Canaan. Caleb and Joshua again 
attempt to reassure the people and encourage them to have faith in God's promise, but the 
people respond by threatening to stone them. God becomes angry with the Israelites and 
threatens to destroy them, but Moses intercedes for the people, pleading with God to 
spare them for the sake of His own reputation. God ultimately relents and forgives the 
people, but declares that none of the current generation will be allowed to enter the 
Promised Land. Instead, they will wander in the wilderness for forty years, until all of the 
adults have died, and their children will inherit the land. The chapter ends with the 
Israelites repenting of their disobedience, but being unable to enter the land of Canaan as 
punishment for their lack of faith. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 14 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept 
aloud." - Numbers 14:1 

 "The Lord replied, 'I have forgiven them, as you asked. Nevertheless, as surely as 
I live and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the whole earth, not one of those 
who saw my glory and the signs I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness but 
who disobeyed me and tested me ten times— not one of them will ever see the 
land I promised on oath to their ancestors.'" - Numbers 14:20-23 

 "But in this wilderness your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old 
or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me." - 
Numbers 14:29 



 "The Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you will fall by the 
sword. Because you have turned away from the Lord, he will not be with you and 
you will fall by the sword." - Numbers 14:43-44 

 "The next morning they went up toward the highest point in the hill country, 
saying, 'Now we are ready to go up to the land the Lord promised. Surely we have 
sinned!'" - Numbers 14:40 

Chapter 14 continues the story of the Israelites' rebellion against God and their refusal to 
enter the Promised Land. God punishes them by decreeing that they will wander in the 
wilderness for forty years, until the entire generation of those who doubted Him has died. 
Only Caleb and Joshua are spared, and God promises that their descendants will inherit 
the land. In the aftermath of this rebellion, the Israelites mourn and regret their 
disobedience, but it is too late to undo the consequences of their actions. 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 15 
Nu. 15:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 15:2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘After you enter the 
land I am giving you as a home 
Nu. 15:3 and you present to the LORD offerings made by fire, from 
the herd or the flock, as an aroma pleasing to the LORD — 
whether burnt offerings or sacrifices, for special vows or 
freewill offerings or festival offerings — 
Nu. 15:4 then the one who brings his offering shall present to the 
LORD a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah [That is, 
probably about 4 pints (about 2 litres)] of fine flour mixed 
with a quarter of a hin [That is, probably about 1 1/2 pints 
(about 1 litre); also in verse 5] of oil. 
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Nu. 15:5 With each lamb for the burnt offering or the sacrifice, prepare 
a quarter of a hin of wine as a drink offering. 
Nu. 15:6 “‘With a ram prepare a grain offering of two-tenths of an 
ephah [That is, probably about 7 1/2 pints (about 4.5 litres)] 
of fine flour mixed with a third of a hin [That is, probably 
about 2 1/4 pints (about 1.2 litres); also in verse 7] of oil, 
Nu. 15:7 and a third of a hin of wine as a drink offering. Offer it as an 
aroma pleasing to the LORD. 
Nu. 15:8 “‘When you prepare a young bull as a burnt offering or 
sacrifice, for a special vow or a fellowship offering 
[Traditionally peace offering] to the LORD, 
Nu. 15:9 bring with the bull a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah 
[That is, probably about 11 1/2 pints (about 6.5 litres)] of fine 
flour mixed with half a hin [That is, probably about 3 pints 
(about 2 litres); also in verse 10] of oil. 
Nu. 15:10 Also bring half a hin of wine as a drink offering. It will be an 
offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. 



Nu. 15:11 Each bull or ram, each lamb or young goat, is to be prepared 
in this manner. 
Nu. 15:12 Do this for each one, for as many as you prepare. 
Nu. 15:13 “‘Everyone who is native-born must do these things in this 
way when he brings an offering made by fire as an aroma 
pleasing to the LORD. 
Nu. 15:14 For the generations to come, whenever an alien or anyone 
else living among you presents an offering made by fire as an 
aroma pleasing to the LORD, he must do exactly as you do. 
Nu. 15:15 The community is to have the same rules for you and for the 
alien living among you; this is a lasting ordinance for the 
generations to come. You and the alien shall be the same 
before the LORD: 
Nu. 15:16 The same laws and regulations will apply both to you and to 
the alien living among you.’” 
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Nu. 15:17 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 15:18 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the 
land to which I am taking you 
Nu. 15:19 and you eat the food of the land, present a portion as an 
offering to the LORD. 
Nu. 15:20 Present a cake from the first of your ground meal and present 
it as an offering from the threshing-floor. 
Nu. 15:21 Throughout the generations to come you are to give this 
offering to the LORD from the first of your ground meal. 
Nu. 15:22 “‘Now if you unintentionally fail to keep any of these 
commands the LORD gave Moses — 
Nu. 15:23 any of the LORD’s commands to you through him, from the 
day the LORD gave them and continuing through the 
generations to come — 
Nu. 15:24 and if this is done unintentionally without the community 
being aware of it, then the whole community is to offer a 
young bull for a burnt offering as an aroma pleasing to the 
LORD, along with its prescribed grain offering and drink 
offering, and a male goat for a sin offering. 
Nu. 15:25 The priest is to make atonement for the whole Israelite 
community, and they will be forgiven, for it was not 
intentional and they have brought to the LORD for their 
wrong an offering made by fire and a sin offering. 
Nu. 15:26 The whole Israelite community and the aliens living among 
them will be forgiven, because all the people were involved in 
the unintentional wrong. 
Nu. 15:27 “‘But if just one person sins unintentionally, he must bring a 
year-old female goat for a sin offering. 
Nu. 15:28 The priest is to make atonement before the LORD for the 
one who erred by sinning unintentionally, and when 



atonement has been made for him, he will be forgiven. 
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Nu. 15:29 One and the same law applies to everyone who sins 
unintentionally, whether he is a native-born Israelite or an 
alien. 
Nu. 15:30 “‘But anyone who sins defiantly, whether native-born or 
alien, blasphemes the LORD, and that person must be cut off 
from his people. 
Nu. 15:31 Because he has despised the LORD’s word and broken his 
commands, that person must surely be cut off; his guilt 
remains on him.’” 
Nu. 15:32 While the Israelites were in the desert, a man was found 
gathering wood on the Sabbath day. 
Nu. 15:33 Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses 
and Aaron and the whole assembly, 
Nu. 15:34 and they kept him in custody, because it was not clear what 
should be done to him. 
Nu. 15:35 Then the LORD said to Moses, “The man must die. The 
whole assembly must stone him outside the camp.” 
Nu. 15:36 So the assembly took him outside the camp and stoned him 
to death, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Nu. 15:37 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 15:38 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Throughout the 
generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners 
of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. 
Nu. 15:39 You will have these tassels to look at and so you will 
remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey 
them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of 
your own hearts and eyes. 
Nu. 15:40 Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will 
be consecrated to your God. 
Nu. 15:41 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt to 
be your God. I am the LORD your God.’” 
 
Chapter 15 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible contains instructions from God 
to the Israelites regarding various offerings and sacrifices that they are to make. The 
chapter begins by detailing the kinds of offerings that the people are to make when they 
enter the land of Canaan, including burnt offerings, grain offerings, and drink offerings. 
God provides specific instructions for each kind of offering, emphasizing the importance 
of offering them correctly and with a sincere heart. The chapter also includes instructions 
for how to make atonement for unintentional sins and describes the consequences for 
those who intentionally disobey God's commands. The chapter concludes with an account 
of a man who is caught gathering wood on the Sabbath day, which is a violation of God's 
law. Moses consults with God on how to punish the man, and God orders that he be put 
to death by stoning. This serves as a warning to the Israelites to take God's commands 
seriously and to obey them fully. 



 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 15 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Speak to the Israelites and say to them: When you enter 
the land I am going to give you as a home.'" - Numbers 15:1-2 

 "The community is to have the same rules for you and for the foreigner residing 
among you; this is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You and the 
foreigner shall be the same before the Lord." - Numbers 15:15-16 

 "But anyone who sins defiantly, whether native-born or foreigner, blasphemes the 
Lord and must be cut off from the people of Israel." - Numbers 15:30-31 

 "Put tassels on the corners of your garments throughout the generations, so you 
may remember to obey all the commands of the Lord and do them." - Numbers 
15:38-39 

 Chapter 15 contains several laws and regulations given by God to Moses for the 
Israelites to follow once they enter the Promised Land. These include instructions 
for various offerings, tithes, and the importance of observing the Sabbath day. 
The chapter also emphasizes the equal treatment of both Israelites and foreigners 
in matters of law and justice, and the importance of obeying God's commands. 

  
 
 
Chapter 15 of the Book of Numbers discusses various laws and regulations related to 
offerings, sacrifices, and unintentional sins. Here's a reflection on some key themes and 
lessons from Numbers 15: 
 
The Importance of Obedience: The chapter begins by emphasizing the importance of 
obedience to God's commandments. God instructs the Israelites to bring specific 
offerings and sacrifices in accordance with His instructions, both for unintentional sins 
and as expressions of gratitude. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the significance of obedience in our relationship with 
God. It reminds us that God desires our faithful obedience and reverence for His 
commandments. By aligning our lives with His instructions and walking in obedience, we 
demonstrate our love for Him and deepen our relationship with Him. 
 
The Principle of Equality: In discussing offerings and sacrifices, the chapter emphasizes 
that the same laws and regulations apply to both the Israelites and the foreigners living 
among them. God establishes a principle of equality, ensuring that everyone is subject to 
the same standards. 
Reflection: This chapter challenges us to embrace a spirit of inclusivity and fairness. It 
reminds us that God does not show partiality but treats all individuals equally. By valuing 
and respecting the inherent worth and dignity of every person, regardless of their 
background or status, we reflect God's character and promote justice within our 
communities. 
 



The Seriousness of Sin: The chapter addresses unintentional sins and provides 
instructions for atoning for them. It underscores the seriousness of sin in the eyes of God 
and the need for repentance and restitution. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the gravity of sin and its impact on our 
relationship with God. It teaches us the importance of acknowledging and repenting from 
our sins, seeking forgiveness, and making amends where necessary. By humbling 
ourselves before God and seeking reconciliation, we can experience His grace and 
restoration. 
 
Remembering God's Deliverance: Towards the end of the chapter, God commands the 
Israelites to wear tassels on the corners of their garments as a reminder of His 
commandments and His deliverance from Egypt. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the significance of remembering God's faithfulness 
and deliverance in our lives. It encourages us to find tangible ways to remind ourselves of 
His promises and commandments. By cultivating a spirit of remembrance and gratitude, 
we can stay anchored in our faith and remain obedient to His will. 
 
Overall, Numbers 15 addresses themes of obedience, equality, the seriousness of sin, and 
remembering God's deliverance. By reflecting on these themes, we can strive to walk in 
obedience to God's commandments, embrace inclusivity and fairness, recognize the 
seriousness of sin and pursue repentance, and remember God's faithfulness in our lives. 
 
 
CHAPTER 16 
Nu. 16:1 Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and 
certain Reubenites — Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and 
On son of Peleth — became insolent [Or Peleth — took men] 
Nu. 16:2 and rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite 
men, well-known community leaders who had been appointed 
members of the council. 
Nu. 16:3 They came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron and said 
to them, “You have gone too far! The whole community is 
holy, every one of them, and the LORD is with them. Why 
then do you set yourselves above the LORD’s assembly?” 
Nu. 16:4 When Moses heard this, he fell face down. 
Nu. 16:5 Then he said to Korah and all his followers: “In the morning 
the LORD will show who belongs to him and who is holy, 
and he will make that person come near him. The man he 
chooses he will cause to come near him. 
Nu. 16:6 You, Korah, and all your followers are to do this: Take 
censers 
Nu. 16:7 and tomorrow put fire and incense in them before the LORD. 
The man the LORD chooses will be the one who is holy. You 
Levites have gone too far!” 
Nu. 16:8 Moses also said to Korah, “Now listen, you Levites! 
Nu. 16:9 Isn’t it enough for you that the God of Israel has separated 



you from the rest of the Israelite community and brought you 
near himself to do the work at the LORD’s tabernacle and to 
stand before the community and minister to them? 
Nu. 16:10 He has brought you and all your fellow Levites near himself, 
but now you are trying to get the priesthood too. 
Nu. 16:11 It is against the LORD that you and all your followers have 
banded together. Who is Aaron that you should grumble 
against him?” 
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Nu. 16:12 Then Moses summoned Dathan and Abiram, the sons of 
Eliab. But they said, “We will not come! 
Nu. 16:13 Isn’t it enough that you have brought us up out of a land 
flowing with milk and honey to kill us in the desert? And now 
you also want to lord it over us? 
Nu. 16:14 Moreover, you haven’t brought us into a land flowing with 
milk and honey or given us an inheritance of fields and 
vineyards. Will you gouge out the eyes of [Or you make 
slaves of; or you deceive] these men? No, we will not come!” 
Nu. 16:15 Then Moses became very angry and said to the LORD, “Do 
not accept their offering. I have not taken so much as a 
donkey from them, nor have I wronged any of them.” 
Nu. 16:16 Moses said to Korah, “You and all your followers are to 
appear before the LORD tomorrow — you and they and 
Aaron. 
Nu. 16:17 Each man is to take his censer and put incense in it — 250 
censers in all — and present it before the LORD. You and 
Aaron are to present your censers also.” 
Nu. 16:18 So each man took his censer, put fire and incense in it, and 
stood with Moses and Aaron at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting. 
Nu. 16:19 When Korah had gathered all his followers in opposition to 
them at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, the glory of the 
LORD appeared to the entire assembly. 
Nu. 16:20 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 
Nu. 16:21 “Separate yourselves from this assembly so that I can put an 
end to them at once.” 
Nu. 16:22 But Moses and Aaron fell face down and cried out, “O God, 
God of the spirits of all mankind, will you be angry with the 
entire assembly when only one man sins?” 
Nu. 16:23 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
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Nu. 16:24 “Say to the assembly, ‘Move away from the tents of Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram.’” 
Nu. 16:25 Moses got up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders 
of Israel followed him. 
Nu. 16:26 He warned the assembly, “Move back from the tents of these 



wicked men! Do not touch anything belonging to them, or 
you will be swept away because of all their sins.” 
Nu. 16:27 So they moved away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram. Dathan and Abiram had come out and were standing 
with their wives, children and little ones at the entrances to 
their tents. 
Nu. 16:28 Then Moses said, “This is how you will know that the LORD 
has sent me to do all these things and that it was not my idea: 
Nu. 16:29 If these men die a natural death and experience only what 
usually happens to men, then the LORD has not sent me. 
Nu. 16:30 But if the LORD brings about something totally new, and the 
earth opens its mouth and swallows them, with everything 
that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the grave, 
[Hebrew Sheol; also in verse 33] then you will know that 
these men have treated the LORD with contempt.” 
Nu. 16:31 As soon as he finished saying all this, the ground under them 
split apart 
Nu. 16:32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, with 
their households and all Korah’s men and all their 
possessions. 
Nu. 16:33 They went down alive into the grave, with everything they 
owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and 
were gone from the community. 
Nu. 16:34 At their cries, all the Israelites around them fled, shouting, 
“The earth is going to swallow us too!” 
Nu. 16:35 And fire came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 
men who were offering the incense. 
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Nu. 16:36 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 16:37 “Tell Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, to take the censers out 
of the smouldering remains and scatter the coals some 
distance away, for the censers are holy — 
Nu. 16:38 the censers of the men who sinned at the cost of their lives. 
Hammer the censers into sheets to overlay the altar, for they 
were presented before the LORD and have become holy. Let 
them be a sign to the Israelites.” 
Nu. 16:39 So Eleazar the priest collected the bronze censers brought by 
those who had been burned up, and he had them hammered 
out to overlay the altar, 
Nu. 16:40 as the LORD directed him through Moses. This was to 
remind the Israelites that no-one except a descendant of 
Aaron should come to burn incense before the LORD, or he 
would become like Korah and his followers. 
Nu. 16:41 The next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron. “You have killed the LORD’s people,” 
they said. 



Nu. 16:42 But when the assembly gathered in opposition to Moses and 
Aaron and turned towards the Tent of Meeting, suddenly the 
cloud covered it and the glory of the LORD appeared. 
Nu. 16:43 Then Moses and Aaron went to the front of the Tent of 
Meeting, 
Nu. 16:44 and the LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 16:45 “Get away from this assembly so that I can put an end to 
them at once.” And they fell face down. 
Nu. 16:46 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer and put 
incense in it, along with fire from the altar, and hurry to the 
assembly to make atonement for them. Wrath has come out 
from the LORD; the plague has started.” 
Nu. 16:47 So Aaron did as Moses said, and ran into the midst of the 
assembly. The plague had already started among the people, 
but Aaron offered the incense and made atonement for them. 
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Nu. 16:48 He stood between the living and the dead, and the plague 
stopped. 
Nu. 16:49 But 14,700 people died from the plague, in addition to those 
who had died because of Korah. 
Nu. 16:50 Then Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting, for the plague had stopped. 
 
Chapter 16 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible tells the story of a rebellion 
against Moses and Aaron led by a man named Korah, along with several other Levites 
and community leaders. Korah and his followers challenge Moses and Aaron's 
leadership, accusing them of being too controlling and suggesting that they are not the 
only ones chosen by God to lead the Israelites. Moses responds by proposing a test in 
which each man will offer incense to God, with the one who is chosen by God being 
recognized as the rightful leader. However, before this can happen, God intervenes and 
punishes Korah and his followers with death, causing the earth to open up and swallow 
them. The chapter concludes with God instructing Moses to have the censers used in the 
rebellion melted down and made into plates to cover the altar as a reminder to the 
Israelites not to rebel against God's chosen leaders. Overall, the chapter emphasizes the 
importance of obedience to God and his appointed leaders, as well as the consequences of 
rebellion and disobedience. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 16 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain Reubenites—
Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth—became insolent and 
rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite men, well-known 
community leaders who had been appointed members of the council." - Numbers 
16:1-2 

 "Moses also said to Korah, 'Now listen, you Levites! Isn’t it enough for you that 
the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the Israelite community and 



brought you near himself to do the work at the Lord’s tabernacle and to stand 
before the community and minister to them?'" - Numbers 16:8-9 

 "Then the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and their households, and 
all those associated with Korah, together with their possessions." - Numbers 16:32 

 "But on the next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron. 'You have killed the Lord’s people,' they said." - Numbers 16:41 

Chapter 16 tells the story of the rebellion led by Korah, Dathan, and Abiram against 
Moses and Aaron, which ends with God causing the earth to open up and swallow the 
rebels and their families. The chapter also includes a second incident in which the 
Israelites complain and accuse Moses and Aaron of causing the death of the rebels, 
resulting in a plague that kills many more people. 
 

Chapter 16 of the Book of Numbers recounts the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
against Moses and Aaron's leadership. Here's a reflection on some key themes and 
lessons from Numbers 16: 
 
The Danger of Rebellion and Discontent: In this chapter, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
along with 250 other leaders, rebel against the authority of Moses and Aaron. They 
express discontent and challenge the leadership structure that God had established. 
Reflection: This chapter serves as a warning about the dangers of rebellion and discontent 
within a community. It reminds us of the importance of respecting and honoring the 
leaders whom God has appointed. By cultivating an attitude of humility and contentment, 
we can promote unity and avoid the destructive consequences of rebellion. 
 
God's Response to Rebellion: When confronted by Korah and his followers, Moses seeks 
God's guidance and allows Him to intervene. God displays His power and authority by 
opening up the earth, causing it to swallow Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, along with their 
families. Additionally, fire consumes the 250 leaders who offered incense. 
Reflection: This chapter demonstrates God's sovereignty and His intolerance for 
rebellion. It teaches us that God will ultimately deal with those who challenge His 
appointed leaders and disrupt the order He has established. It also highlights the 
importance of seeking God's guidance and allowing Him to handle conflicts and 
challenges within the community. 
 
The Role of Intercession: In the face of God's anger, Moses intercedes on behalf of the 
people, asking God not to punish the entire congregation for the sins of a few individuals. 
God listens to Moses' intercession and stops the plague that had started among the people. 
Reflection: This chapter emphasizes the power and importance of intercession. It shows 
us that interceding on behalf of others can have a significant impact, even in the midst of 
judgment or conflict. By practicing intercession, we demonstrate love and compassion for 
our fellow community members, seeking their welfare and reconciliation with God. 
 
Confirmation of Leadership: Through this rebellion, God reaffirms Moses' and Aaron's 
leadership positions. He makes it clear that He has chosen them for their specific roles 
and responsibilities, distinguishing them from others in the community. 



Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of recognizing and respecting the 
leadership roles appointed by God. It teaches us to honor those whom God has chosen to 
lead and guide the community. By valuing and supporting our leaders, we contribute to 
the unity and well-being of the community as a whole. 
 
Overall, Numbers 16 addresses themes of rebellion, the consequences of disobedience, 
the power of intercession, and the confirmation of God-appointed leadership. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can strive to cultivate humility and contentment, avoid 
rebellion and discontent, practice intercession for others, and honor and support the 
leaders appointed by God in our communities. 
 
 
CHAPTER 17 
Nu. 17:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 17:2 “Speak to the Israelites and get twelve staffs from them, one 
from the leader of each of their ancestral tribes. Write the 
name of each man on his staff. 
Nu. 17:3 On the staff of Levi write Aaron’s name, for there must be 
one staff for the head of each ancestral tribe. 
Nu. 17:4 Place them in the Tent of Meeting in front of the Testimony, 
where I meet with you. 
Nu. 17:5 The staff belonging to the man I choose will sprout, and I will 
rid myself of this constant grumbling against you by the 
Israelites.” 
Nu. 17:6 So Moses spoke to the Israelites, and their leaders gave him 
twelve staffs, one for the leader of each of their ancestral 
tribes, and Aaron’s staff was among them. 
Nu. 17:7 Moses placed the staffs before the LORD in the Tent of the 
Testimony. 
Nu. 17:8 The next day Moses entered the Tent of the Testimony and 
saw that Aaron’s staff, which represented the house of Levi, 
had not only sprouted but had budded, blossomed and 
produced almonds. 
Nu. 17:9 Then Moses brought out all the staffs from the LORD’s 
presence to all the Israelites. They looked at them, and each 
man took his own staff. 
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Nu. 17:10 The LORD said to Moses, “Put back Aaron’s staff in front of 
the Testimony, to be kept as a sign to the rebellious. This will 
put an end to their grumbling against me, so that they will not 
die.” 
Nu. 17:11 Moses did just as the LORD commanded him. 
Nu. 17:12 The Israelites said to Moses, “We shall die! We are lost, we 
are all lost! 
Nu. 17:13 Anyone who even comes near the tabernacle of the LORD 



will die. Are we all going to die?” 
 
Chapter 17 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible tells the story of how God 
confirms Aaron's position as high priest and leader of the tribe of Levi. After the 
rebellion of Korah and his followers, God commands Moses to have each of the twelve 
tribal leaders bring a staff to the tabernacle, with Aaron's staff representing the tribe of 
Levi. The staffs are placed in the tabernacle overnight, and the next morning, Aaron's 
staff has miraculously budded and produced almonds, while the other staffs remain 
unchanged. This serves as a sign from God that Aaron is indeed the chosen high priest, 
and the staff is kept in the tabernacle as a reminder to the Israelites of God's choice. The 
chapter ends with the Israelites acknowledging Aaron's position as high priest and 
recognizing the consequences of challenging his leadership. Overall, the chapter 
emphasizes God's sovereignty and his choice of Aaron as high priest, reinforcing the 
importance of obedience to God's chosen leaders. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 17 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Speak to the Israelites and get twelve staffs from them, 
one from the leader of each of their ancestral tribes. Write the name of each man 
on his staff. On the staff of Levi write Aaron’s name, for there must be one staff 
for the head of each ancestral tribe.'" - Numbers 17:1-3 

 "The next day Moses entered the tent and saw that Aaron’s staff, which 
represented the tribe of Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded, blossomed 
and produced almonds." - Numbers 17:8 

 "Then the Lord said to Moses, 'Put back Aaron’s staff in front of the ark of the 
covenant law, to be kept as a sign to the rebellious. This will put an end to their 
grumbling against me, so that they will not die.'" - Numbers 17:10 

 "The Israelites said to Moses, 'We will all die! We are lost, we are all lost! 
Anyone who even comes near the tabernacle of the Lord will die. Are we all 
going to die?'" - Numbers 17:12-13 

Chapter 17 tells the story of the miraculous budding of Aaron's staff, which confirms 
God's choice of Aaron and his descendants as the priests of Israel. This miracle convinces 
the Israelites that Moses and Aaron have been chosen by God and puts an end to their 
grumbling and rebellion. 
 

 
Chapter 17 of the Book of Numbers describes the miraculous budding of Aaron's staff as 
a sign to confirm his role as the high priest. Here's a reflection on some key themes and 
lessons from Numbers 17: 
 
God's Confirmation of Leadership: In response to the rebellions and disputes among the 
Israelites regarding Aaron's position as the high priest, God commands Moses to collect 
staffs from each tribal leader, including Aaron. These staffs are placed in the tabernacle 
overnight, and the next day, Aaron's staff buds, blossoms, and produces ripe almonds, 
signifying God's choice and confirmation of his role. 



Reflection: This chapter highlights God's authority in confirming leadership. It reminds 
us that God has the final say in appointing and confirming individuals for specific roles 
and responsibilities. By trusting in God's divine guidance and submitting to His choices, 
we can find reassurance and clarity in our own leadership positions. 
 
Resolving Disputes and Jealousy: The budding of Aaron's staff serves as a means to put 
an end to the disputes and jealousy surrounding his leadership. The visual and tangible 
sign from God leaves no doubt about His chosen high priest. 
Reflection: This chapter illustrates the importance of resolving disputes and jealousy 
within a community. It teaches us that God's confirmation and intervention can bring 
about unity and harmony when conflicts arise. By seeking God's guidance and trusting in 
His discernment, we can overcome divisions and work towards reconciliation and mutual 
support. 
 
The Power of God's Miracles: The miraculous budding of Aaron's staff showcases God's 
power to bring life and transformation in unexpected ways. The lifeless staff suddenly 
bursts forth with vibrant growth and produces ripe almonds, demonstrating God's ability 
to bring forth fruitfulness even in seemingly impossible situations. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the supernatural power of God to bring about 
miraculous transformations. It encourages us to have faith in His ability to work wonders 
in our lives, communities, and situations that appear lifeless or hopeless. By trusting in 
His power and surrendering to His work, we can experience His life-giving and 
transformative presence. 
 
Reverence for God's Holiness: The Israelites are struck with fear and awe at the sight of 
the miraculously budding staff. They recognize the significance of God's holiness and the 
seriousness of challenging His chosen leaders. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the importance of revering God's holiness and 
respecting His appointed leaders. It calls us to approach God and His representatives with 
reverence and humility, recognizing the sacredness of His chosen vessels. By cultivating 
a heart of reverence and awe, we honor God and contribute to a culture of respect and 
harmony within the community. 
 
Overall, Numbers 17 addresses themes of God's confirmation of leadership, resolving 
disputes and jealousy, the power of God's miracles, and reverence for God's holiness. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can strive to trust in God's confirmation of leadership, 
seek resolution and unity in times of conflict, have faith in God's miraculous power, and 
approach God and His representatives with reverence and humility. 
 
 
CHAPTER 18 
Nu. 18:1 The LORD said to Aaron, “You, your sons and your father’s 
family are to bear the responsibility for offences against the 
sanctuary, and you and your sons alone are to bear the 
responsibility for offences against the priesthood. 
Nu. 18:2 Bring your fellow Levites from your ancestral tribe to join 



you and assist you when you and your sons minister before 
the Tent of the Testimony. 
Nu. 18:3 They are to be responsible to you and are to perform all the 
duties of the Tent, but they must not go near the furnishings 
of the sanctuary or the altar, or both they and you will die. 
Nu. 18:4 They are to join you and be responsible for the care of the 
Tent of Meeting — all the work at the Tent — and no-one 
else may come near where you are. 
Nu. 18:5 “You are to be responsible for the care of the sanctuary and 
the altar, so that wrath will not fall on the Israelites again. 
Nu. 18:6 I myself have selected your fellow Levites from among the 
Israelites as a gift to you, dedicated to the LORD to do the 
work at the Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 18:7 But only you and your sons may serve as priests in 
connection with everything at the altar and inside the curtain. 
I am giving you the service of the priesthood as a gift. 
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Anyone else who comes near the sanctuary must be put to 
death.” 
Nu. 18:8 Then the LORD said to Aaron, “I myself have put you in 
charge of the offerings presented to me; all the holy offerings 
the Israelites give me I give to you and your sons as your 
portion and regular share. 
Nu. 18:9 You are to have the part of the most holy offerings that is 
kept from the fire. From all the gifts they bring me as most 
holy offerings, whether grain or sin or guilt offerings, that 
part belongs to you and your sons. 
Nu. 18:10 Eat it as something most holy; every male shall eat it. You 
must regard it as holy. 
Nu. 18:11 “This also is yours: whatever is set aside from the gifts of all 
the wave offerings of the Israelites. I give this to you and 
your sons and daughters as your regular share. Everyone in 
your household who is ceremonially clean may eat it. 
Nu. 18:12 “I give you all the finest olive oil and all the finest new wine 
and grain they give to the LORD as the firstfruits of their 
harvest. 
Nu. 18:13 All the land’s firstfruits that they bring to the LORD will be 
yours. Everyone in your household who is ceremonially clean 
may eat it. 
Nu. 18:14 “Everything in Israel that is devoted [The Hebrew term refers 
to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the 
LORD.] to the LORD is yours. 
Nu. 18:15 The first offspring of every womb, both man and animal, that 
is offered to the LORD is yours. But you must redeem every 
firstborn son and every firstborn male of unclean animals. 
Nu. 18:16 When they are a month old, you must redeem them at the 



redemption price set at five shekels [That is, about 2 ounces 
(about 55 grams)] of silver, according to the sanctuary 
shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs. 
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Nu. 18:17 “But you must not redeem the firstborn of an ox, a sheep or a 
goat; they are holy. Sprinkle their blood on the altar and burn 
their fat as an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the 
LORD. 
Nu. 18:18 Their meat is to be yours, just as the breast of the wave 
offering and the right thigh are yours. 
Nu. 18:19 Whatever is set aside from the holy offerings the Israelites 
present to the LORD I give to you and your sons and 
daughters as your regular share. It is an everlasting covenant 
of salt before the LORD for both you and your offspring.” 
Nu. 18:20 The LORD said to Aaron, “You will have no inheritance in 
their land, nor will you have any share among them; I am 
your share and your inheritance among the Israelites. 
Nu. 18:21 “I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their 
inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the 
Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 18:22 From now on the Israelites must not go near the Tent of 
Meeting, or they will bear the consequences of their sin and 
will die. 
Nu. 18:23 It is the Levites who are to do the work at the Tent of 
Meeting and bear the responsibility for offences against it. 
This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. They 
will receive no inheritance among the Israelites. 
Nu. 18:24 Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes 
that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD. That is 
why I said concerning them: ‘They will have no inheritance 
among the Israelites.’” 
Nu. 18:25 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 18:26 “Speak to the Levites and say to them: ‘When you receive 
from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your inheritance, 
you must present a tenth of that tithe as the LORD’s offering. 
Nu. 18:27 Your offering will be reckoned to you as grain from the 
threshing-floor or juice from the winepress. 
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Nu. 18:28 In this way you also will present an offering to the LORD 
from all the tithes you receive from the Israelites. From these 
tithes you must give the LORD’s portion to Aaron the priest. 
Nu. 18:29 You must present as the LORD’s portion the best and holiest 
part of everything given to you.’ 
Nu. 18:30 “Say to the Levites: ‘When you present the best part, it will 
be reckoned to you as the product of the threshing-floor or 
the winepress. 



Nu. 18:31 You and your households may eat the rest of it anywhere, for 
it is your wages for your work at the Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 18:32 By presenting the best part of it you will not be guilty in this 
matter; then you will not defile the holy offerings of the 
Israelites, and you will not die.’” 
 
Chapter 18 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible discusses the duties and 
privileges of the tribe of Levi, who are set apart as priests and responsible for the service 
of the tabernacle. God commands Moses to assign specific duties to Aaron and his sons, 
who are to be supported by the Levites in their service. The Levites are given specific 
portions of the sacrifices as their share, including the tithes given by the Israelites. This 
chapter emphasizes the importance of the Levites and their role in maintaining the 
holiness of the tabernacle and the Israelite community. The chapter also highlights the 
importance of obedience and the consequences of disobedience, as seen in the previous 
rebellion of Korah and his followers. Overall, the chapter emphasizes the need for order 
and structure in the worship of God, and the importance of supporting those who are 
called to serve in that capacity. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 18 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Aaron, 'You, your sons and your family are to bear the 
responsibility for offenses connected with the sanctuary, and you and your sons 
alone are to bear the responsibility for offenses connected with the priesthood.'" - 
Numbers 18:1 

 "I give you all the finest olive oil and all the finest new wine and grain they give 
the Lord as the firstfruits of their harvest. All the land’s firstfruits that they bring 
to the Lord will be yours. Everyone in your household who is ceremonially clean 
may eat it." - Numbers 18:12-13 

 "The Lord said to Aaron, 'You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you 
have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the 
Israelites.'" - Numbers 18:20 

 "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the 
work they do while serving at the tent of meeting." - Numbers 18:21 

Chapter 18 establishes the duties and privileges of the Levites, particularly the priestly 
responsibilities of Aaron and his sons. The chapter also outlines the offerings and tithes 
that are to be given to the priests and Levites in order to support them in their work, and 
emphasizes that they have no inheritance in the land, as God is their inheritance. 
 
Chapter 18 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the responsibilities and privileges of the 
Levites and the priesthood. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from 
Numbers 18: 
 
The Importance of Sacred Roles: In this chapter, God establishes the role of the Levites 
as the designated tribe responsible for the service of the tabernacle. The Levites are to 
assist Aaron and his sons, the priests, in their duties and are not allowed to approach the 
most holy things directly. 



Reflection: This chapter highlights the significance of sacred roles within the community. 
It teaches us the importance of honoring and respecting those who are called to serve in 
specific capacities, whether in religious, leadership, or other roles. By recognizing and 
valuing these roles, we contribute to the orderly functioning and well-being of the 
community. 
 
God as the Ultimate Provider: God assigns certain offerings and tithes to the Levites and 
the priests, establishing them as His portion. In return for their service, God promises to 
provide for their needs, ensuring they have sustenance and provision. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's faithfulness as our ultimate provider. It 
teaches us that when we faithfully serve God and others, He promises to meet our needs. 
By trusting in His provision and practicing generosity towards those who serve in His 
name, we participate in the cycle of blessings and create a culture of support and care 
within the community. 
 
The Privilege and Responsibility of the Priesthood: The chapter emphasizes the exclusive 
role of Aaron and his sons as priests. They are set apart for service in the tabernacle, 
handling the most holy things, and performing the rituals and sacrifices on behalf of the 
people. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the privilege and responsibility of those called to 
serve as spiritual leaders. It reminds us of the sacred trust placed upon those in positions 
of spiritual authority. By embracing our own roles and responsibilities, we can faithfully 
fulfill our duties and lead others in worship, instruction, and spiritual growth. 
 
The Sacredness of Offerings: The chapter outlines the various offerings that are to be 
presented to God, including the firstfruits and the best portions. These offerings are 
considered sacred and are to be treated with reverence and obedience. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the importance of approaching God with reverence 
and offering Him our best. It teaches us the significance of giving our firstfruits and the 
finest aspects of our lives to God. By honoring God with our offerings and dedicating our 
resources, talents, and time to Him, we demonstrate our love and commitment to Him. 
 
Overall, Numbers 18 addresses themes of sacred roles, God's provision, the privilege and 
responsibility of the priesthood, and the sacredness of offerings. By reflecting on these 
themes, we can strive to honor and respect those in sacred roles, trust in God's provision, 
embrace our own roles and responsibilities, and approach God with reverence, offering 
our best to Him. 
 
 
CHAPTER 19 
Nu. 19:1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 
Nu. 19:2 “This is a requirement of the law that the LORD has 
commanded: Tell the Israelites to bring you a red heifer 
without defect or blemish and that has never been under a 
yoke. 
Nu. 19:3 Give it to Eleazar the priest; it is to be taken outside the camp 



and slaughtered in his presence. 
Nu. 19:4 Then Eleazar the priest is to take some of its blood on his 
finger and sprinkle it seven times towards the front of the 
Tent of Meeting. 
Nu. 19:5 While he watches, the heifer is to be burned — its hide, flesh, 
blood and offal. 
Nu. 19:6 The priest is to take some cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet 
wool and throw them onto the burning heifer. 
369 
Nu. 19:7 After that, the priest must wash his clothes and bathe himself 
with water. He may then come into the camp, but he will be 
ceremonially unclean till evening. 
Nu. 19:8 The man who burns it must also wash his clothes and bathe 
with water, and he too will be unclean till evening. 
Nu. 19:9 “A man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer 
and put them in a ceremonially clean place outside the camp. 
They shall be kept by the Israelite community for use in the 
water of cleansing; it is for purification from sin. 
Nu. 19:10 The man who gathers up the ashes of the heifer must also 
wash his clothes, and he too will be unclean till evening. This 
will be a lasting ordinance both for the Israelites and for the 
aliens living among them. 
Nu. 19:11 “Whoever touches the dead body of anyone will be unclean 
for seven days. 
Nu. 19:12 He must purify himself with the water on the third day and on 
the seventh day; then he will be clean. But if he does not 
purify himself on the third and seventh days, he will not be 
clean. 
Nu. 19:13 Whoever touches the dead body of anyone and fails to purify 
himself defiles the LORD’s tabernacle. That person must be 
cut off from Israel. Because the water of cleansing has not 
been sprinkled on him, he is unclean; his uncleanness remains 
on him. 
Nu. 19:14 “This is the law that applies when a person dies in a tent: 
Anyone who enters the tent and anyone who is in it will be 
unclean for seven days, 
Nu. 19:15 and every open container without a lid fastened on it will be 
unclean. 
Nu. 19:16 “Anyone out in the open who touches someone who has been 
killed with a sword or someone who has died a natural death, 
or anyone who touches a human bone or a grave, will be 
unclean for seven days. 
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Nu. 19:17 “For the unclean person, put some ashes from the burned 
purification offering into a jar and pour fresh water over 
them. 



Nu. 19:18 Then a man who is ceremonially clean is to take some 
hyssop, dip it in the water and sprinkle the tent and all the 
furnishings and the people who were there. He must also 
sprinkle anyone who has touched a human bone or a grave or 
someone who has been killed or someone who has died a 
natural death. 
Nu. 19:19 The man who is clean is to sprinkle the unclean person on the 
third and seventh days, and on the seventh day he is to purify 
him. The person being cleansed must wash his clothes and 
bathe with water, and that evening he will be clean. 
Nu. 19:20 But if a person who is unclean does not purify himself, he 
must be cut off from the community, because he has defiled 
the sanctuary of the LORD. The water of cleansing has not 
been sprinkled on him, and he is unclean. 
Nu. 19:21 This is a lasting ordinance for them. “The man who sprinkles 
the water of cleansing must also wash his clothes, and anyone 
who touches the water of cleansing will be unclean till 
evening. 
Nu. 19:22 Anything that an unclean person touches becomes unclean, 
and anyone who touches it becomes unclean till evening.” 
 
Chapter 19 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible outlines the ritual of the red 
heifer, which is used to purify people who have come into contact with a dead body. The 
red heifer is a perfect animal that has never been yoked and is sacrificed outside the 
camp. Its ashes are mixed with water to create a purification solution that is sprinkled on 
the person who needs to be purified. The chapter emphasizes the importance of purity 
and the seriousness of coming into contact with death, as well as the power of ritual and 
symbolism in the Israelite religion. The chapter also serves as a reminder that the 
Israelites are set apart as a holy people and must follow certain regulations in order to 
maintain their purity and relationship with God. Overall, the chapter emphasizes the need 
for spiritual and physical cleanliness in the Israelite community, and the importance of 
following God's instructions in maintaining that cleanliness. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 19 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: 'This is a requirement of the law that the 
Lord has commanded: Tell the Israelites to bring you a red heifer without defect 
or blemish and that has never been under a yoke.'" - Numbers 19:1-2 

 "The man who burns it must also wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he 
too will be unclean till evening." - Numbers 19:10 

 "This is a lasting ordinance for them: 'The man who sprinkles the water of 
cleansing must also wash his clothes, and anyone who touches the water of 
cleansing will be unclean till evening.'" - Numbers 19:21 

Chapter 19 describes the ritual of the red heifer, which is used to purify people who have 
become ritually unclean through contact with death. The ashes of the heifer are mixed 



with water to create the water of cleansing, which is sprinkled on those who need to be 
purified. This ritual is considered a lasting ordinance for the Israelites. 
 

Chapter 19 of the Book of Numbers introduces the purification ritual involving the red 
heifer. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 19: 
 
The Need for Ritual Purification: The chapter describes the importance of the purification 
ritual involving a red heifer. This ritual was necessary to cleanse individuals who had 
come into contact with a dead body or had been defiled in some way. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of ritual purification in the Old 
Testament. It teaches us that sin and defilement require a cleansing process. While we no 
longer observe the specific rituals mentioned in Numbers 19, this chapter prompts us to 
recognize the need for spiritual purification and seek forgiveness and cleansing from God 
through the atoning work of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Red Heifer as a Symbol: The red heifer used in the purification ritual was required to 
be without blemish and never yoked. Its ashes, mixed with water, were used to create a 
cleansing solution. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the symbolism of the red heifer. The heifer without 
blemish represents purity and serves as a type or foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, who was 
sinless and offered Himself as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. The ashes mixed with 
water symbolize the purifying power of the blood of Christ that cleanses us from sin. 
 
The Need for Faith and Obedience: The chapter emphasizes the importance of faith and 
obedience in following the instructions for the purification ritual. The Israelites were 
required to gather the ashes of the red heifer and use them for cleansing according to 
God's commands. 
Reflection: This chapter teaches us the importance of faith and obedience in our 
relationship with God. It reminds us that God provides the means of cleansing and 
purification, but we must exercise faith and follow His instructions. By trusting in God's 
provision and obeying His commands, we can experience His cleansing and restoration in 
our lives. 
 
The Power of Sacrifice: The red heifer used in the purification ritual was sacrificed 
outside the camp. Its blood represented the atoning sacrifice for sin, and its ashes became 
the source of cleansing. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the power of sacrifice in dealing with sin and 
defilement. It points us to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross, whose blood 
cleanses us from all sin. It reminds us that true purification and forgiveness require the 
sacrifice of a blameless substitute. 
 
Overall, Numbers 19 addresses themes of ritual purification, symbolism, faith and 
obedience, and the power of sacrifice. By reflecting on these themes, we can recognize 
our need for spiritual purification, embrace the symbolism of Jesus Christ as our ultimate 
sacrifice, exercise faith and obedience in following God's instructions, and experience the 
cleansing and forgiveness offered through His sacrifice. 



 
 
CHAPTER 20 
Nu. 20:1 In the first month the whole Israelite community arrived at 
the Desert of Zin, and they stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam 
died and was buried. 
Nu. 20:2 Now there was no water for the community, and the people 
gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron. 
Nu. 20:3 They quarrelled with Moses and said, “If only we had died 
when our brothers fell dead before the LORD! 
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Nu. 20:4 Why did you bring the LORD’s community into this desert, 
that we and our livestock should die here? 
Nu. 20:5 Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this terrible place? 
It has no grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates. And 
there is no water to drink!” 
Nu. 20:6 Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting and fell face down, and the glory of the 
LORD appeared to them. 
Nu. 20:7 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 20:8 “Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the 
assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it 
will pour out its water. You will bring water out of the rock 
for the community so that they and their livestock can drink.” 
Nu. 20:9 So Moses took the staff from the LORD’s presence, just as 
he commanded him. 
Nu. 20:10 He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the 
rock and Moses said to them, “Listen, you rebels, must we 
bring you water out of this rock?” 
Nu. 20:11 Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his 
staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their 
livestock drank. 
Nu. 20:12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did 
not trust in me enough to honour me as holy in the sight of 
the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land 
I give them.” 
Nu. 20:13 These were the waters of Meribah, [Meribah means 
quarrelling.] where the Israelites quarrelled with the LORD 
and where he showed himself holy among them. 
Nu. 20:14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom, 
saying: “This is what your brother Israel says: You know 
about all the hardships that have come upon us. 
Nu. 20:15 Our forefathers went down into Egypt, and we lived there 
many years. The Egyptians ill-treated us and our fathers, 
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Nu. 20:16 but when we cried out to the LORD, he heard our cry and 



sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. “Now we are here 
at Kadesh, a town on the edge of your territory. 
Nu. 20:17 Please let us pass through your country. We will not go 
through any field or vineyard, or drink water from any well. 
We will travel along the king’s highway and not turn to the 
right or to the left until we have passed through your 
territory.” 
Nu. 20:18 But Edom answered: “You may not pass through here; if you 
try, we will march out and attack you with the sword.” 
Nu. 20:19 The Israelites replied: “We will go along the main road, and if 
we or our livestock drink any of your water, we will pay for 
it. We only want to pass through on foot — nothing else.” 
Nu. 20:20 Again they answered: “You may not pass through.” Then 
Edom came out against them with a large and powerful army. 
Nu. 20:21 Since Edom refused to let them go through their territory, 
Israel turned away from them. 
Nu. 20:22 The whole Israelite community set out from Kadesh and 
came to Mount Hor. 
Nu. 20:23 At Mount Hor, near the border of Edom, the LORD said to 
Moses and Aaron, 
Nu. 20:24 “Aaron will be gathered to his people. He will not enter the 
land I give the Israelites, because both of you rebelled against 
my command at the waters of Meribah. 
Nu. 20:25 Call Aaron and his son Eleazar and take them up Mount Hor. 
Nu. 20:26 Remove Aaron’s garments and put them on his son Eleazar, 
for Aaron will be gathered to his people; he will die there.” 
Nu. 20:27 Moses did as the LORD commanded: They went up Mount 
Hor in the sight of the whole community. 
Nu. 20:28 Moses removed Aaron’s garments and put them on his son 
Eleazar. And Aaron died there on top of the mountain. Then 
Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain, 
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Nu. 20:29 and when the whole community learned that Aaron had died, 
the entire house of Israel mourned for him thirty days. 
 
Chapter 20 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible begins with the death of 
Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron. After Miriam's death, the Israelites complain to 
Moses and Aaron about the lack of water, and Moses strikes a rock with his staff to bring 
forth water. However, in doing so, Moses disobeys God's command to speak to the rock, 
and God punishes him by forbidding him from entering the Promised Land. 
The chapter also describes the Israelites' continued journey through the wilderness, as 
they encounter various nations and enemies along the way. They are initially denied 
passage through Edom, but eventually make their way to Mount Hor, where Aaron dies 
and is succeeded by his son Eleazar as high priest. 
Overall, the chapter emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commands and the 
consequences of disobedience. It also highlights the difficulties and challenges the 



Israelites face on their journey through the wilderness, and the importance of trusting in 
God to provide for their needs. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 20 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "In the first month the whole Israelite community arrived at the Desert of Zin, and 
they stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam died and was buried." - Numbers 20:1 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather 
the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its 
water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their 
livestock can drink.'" - Numbers 20:7-8 

 "But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 'Because you did not trust in me enough 
to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this 
community into the land I give them.'" - Numbers 20:12 

Chapter 20 tells the story of the Israelites arriving in the Desert of Zin and Miriam's 
death. It also includes the account of Moses striking the rock to bring forth water instead 
of speaking to it as God had instructed him. As a result, God punishes Moses and Aaron 
by not allowing them to enter the Promised Land. 
 
Chapter 20 of the Book of Numbers recounts the events surrounding the water from the 
rock and the death of Miriam. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from 
Numbers 20: 
 
Trusting in God's Provision: In this chapter, the Israelites face a water shortage in the 
wilderness. They grumble against Moses and Aaron, expressing their frustration and lack 
of trust in God's provision. God instructs Moses to speak to the rock, and water will come 
forth. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of trusting in God's provision, even in 
challenging and uncertain times. It reveals the consequences of doubt and unbelief. By 
trusting in God's faithfulness and seeking His guidance, we can experience His provision 
and sustenance in every situation. 
 
The Consequences of Disobedience: Instead of speaking to the rock as commanded, 
Moses strikes it twice out of anger and frustration. Water still flows, but God is 
displeased with Moses and Aaron's disobedience, and as a result, they are not allowed to 
enter the Promised Land. 
Reflection: This chapter teaches us the sobering lesson of the consequences of 
disobedience. It reminds us that our actions have repercussions and that even great 
leaders can face the consequences of their disobedience. It emphasizes the importance of 
honoring and obeying God's instructions in our lives, regardless of the circumstances. 
 
God's Holiness and Sovereignty: In response to Moses and Aaron's disobedience, God 
reaffirms His holiness and sovereignty. He makes it clear that He alone is the source of 
life-giving water and that He is to be revered and obeyed. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's holiness and sovereignty. It prompts us to 
acknowledge and honor His authority in our lives. By recognizing His ultimate power 



and submitting to His will, we can avoid disobedience and align ourselves with His plans 
and purposes. 
 
The Death of Miriam: In this chapter, Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron, dies and is 
mourned by the Israelites. Her passing marks the end of an era and a significant loss for 
the community. 
Reflection: The death of Miriam serves as a reminder of the transient nature of life and 
the importance of cherishing our loved ones. It prompts us to reflect on the legacy we 
leave behind and the impact we have on those around us. It also highlights the need for 
communal grieving and support during times of loss and transition. 
 
Overall, Numbers 20 addresses themes of trusting in God's provision, the consequences 
of disobedience, God's holiness and sovereignty, and the reality of death and loss. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can strive to trust in God's provision, obey His commands, 
honor His holiness and sovereignty, and cherish the relationships and opportunities we 
have in life. 
 
 
CHAPTER 21 
Nu. 21:1 When the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, 
heard that Israel was coming along the road to Atharim, he 
attacked the Israelites and captured some of them. 
Nu. 21:2 Then Israel made this vow to the LORD: “If you will deliver 
these people into our hands, we will totally destroy [The 
Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or 
persons to the LORD, often by totally destroying them; also 
in verse 3.] their cities.” 
Nu. 21:3 The LORD listened to Israel’s plea and gave the Canaanites 
over to them. They completely destroyed them and their 
towns; so the place was named Hormah. [Hormah means 
destruction.] 
Nu. 21:4 They travelled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red 
Sea, [Hebrew Yam Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds] to go round 
Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 
Nu. 21:5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? 
There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this 
miserable food!” 
Nu. 21:6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit 
the people and many Israelites died. 
Nu. 21:7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we 
spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the 
LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed 
for the people. 
Nu. 21:8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a 
pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 
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Nu. 21:9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then 
when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze 
snake, he lived. 
Nu. 21:10 The Israelites moved on and camped at Oboth. 
Nu. 21:11 Then they set out from Oboth and camped in Iye Abarim, in 
the desert that faces Moab towards the sunrise. 
Nu. 21:12 From there they moved on and camped in the Zered Valley. 
Nu. 21:13 They set out from there and camped alongside the Arnon, 
which is in the desert extending into Amorite territory. The 
Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the 
Amorites. 
Nu. 21:14 That is why the Book of the Wars of the LORD says: 
“...Waheb in Suphah [The meaning of the Hebrew for this 
phrase is uncertain.] and the ravines, the Arnon 
Nu. 21:15 and [Or “I have been given from Suphah and the ravines of 
the Arnon 21:15 to] the slopes of the ravines that lead to the 
site of Ar and lie along the border of Moab.” 
Nu. 21:16 From there they continued on to Beer, the well where the 
LORD said to Moses, “Gather the people together and I will 
give them water.” 
Nu. 21:17 Then Israel sang this song: “Spring up, O well! Sing about it, 
Nu. 21:18 about the well that the princes dug, that the nobles of the 
people sank — the nobles with sceptres and staffs.” Then 
they went from the desert to Mattanah, 
Nu. 21:19 from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 
Nu. 21:20 and from Bamoth to the valley in Moab where the top of 
Pisgah overlooks the wasteland. 
Nu. 21:21 Israel sent messengers to say to Sihon king of the Amorites: 
Nu. 21:22 “Let us pass through your country. We will not turn aside 
into any field or vineyard, or drink water from any well. We 
will travel along the king’s highway until we have passed 
through your territory.” 
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Nu. 21:23 But Sihon would not let Israel pass through his territory. He 
mustered his entire army and marched out into the desert 
against Israel. When he reached Jahaz, he fought with Israel. 
Nu. 21:24 Israel, however, put him to the sword and took over his land 
from the Arnon to the Jabbok, but only as far as the 
Ammonites, because their border was fortified. 
Nu. 21:25 Israel captured all the cities of the Amorites and occupied 
them, including Heshbon and all its surrounding settlements. 
Nu. 21:26 Heshbon was the city of Sihon king of the Amorites, who had 
fought against the former king of Moab and had taken from 
him all his land as far as the Arnon. 
Nu. 21:27 That is why the poets say: “Come to Heshbon and let it be 



rebuilt; let Sihon’s city be restored. 
Nu. 21:28 “Fire went out from Heshbon, a blaze from the city of Sihon. 
It consumed Ar of Moab, the citizens of Arnon’s heights. 
Nu. 21:29 Woe to you, O Moab! You are destroyed, O people of 
Chemosh! He has given up his sons as fugitives and his 
daughters as captives to Sihon king of the Amorites. 
Nu. 21:30 “But we have overthrown them; Heshbon is destroyed all the 
way to Dibon. We have demolished them as far as Nophah, 
which extends to Medeba.” 
Nu. 21:31 So Israel settled in the land of the Amorites. 
Nu. 21:32 After Moses had sent spies to Jazer, the Israelites captured its 
surrounding settlements and drove out the Amorites who 
were there. 
Nu. 21:33 Then they turned and went up along the road towards 
Bashan, and Og king of Bashan and his whole army marched 
out to meet them in battle at Edrei. 
Nu. 21:34 The LORD said to Moses, “Do not be afraid of him, for I 
have handed him over to you, with his whole army and his 
land. Do to him what you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, 
who reigned in Heshbon.” 
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Nu. 21:35 So they struck him down, together with his sons and his 
whole army, leaving them no survivors. And they took 
possession of his land. 
 
Chapter 21 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible begins with the Israelites' 
continued journey through the wilderness, as they encounter various nations and enemies 
along the way. They defeat the Canaanites in battle and continue to travel towards the 
land of Moab. 
However, the Israelites soon begin to complain again, this time about the lack of food and 
water. God sends fiery serpents to punish the Israelites, but He also instructs Moses to 
make a bronze serpent and set it on a pole so that those who look at it will be healed. 
The chapter also describes the Israelites' encounters with the Amorites, a powerful nation 
that refuses to allow the Israelites to pass through their land. However, the Israelites 
defeat the Amorites in battle and take possession of their land. 
Overall, the chapter emphasizes the consequences of complaining and disobedience, as 
well as the power of God to heal and save. It also highlights the importance of trusting in 
God and relying on His guidance and protection. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 21 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was 
coming along the road to Atharim. He attacked the Israelites and captured some of 
them." - Numbers 21:1 

 "Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died." - Numbers 21:6 



 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live.'" - Numbers 21:8 

Chapter 21 tells the story of the Israelites' journey through the desert and their battles 
with the Canaanites. It also includes the account of God sending venomous snakes to 
punish the Israelites for their disobedience, and Moses making a bronze serpent and 
putting it on a pole as a means of salvation for those who were bitten. 
 
Chapter 21 of the Book of Numbers recounts the events of the Israelites' journey through 
the wilderness, including their encounters with the fiery serpents and the bronze serpent. 
Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 21: 
 
Gratitude and Contentment: In this chapter, the Israelites once again grumble and 
complain, expressing their dissatisfaction with the journey and the lack of food and 
water. As a consequence, God sends fiery serpents among them, causing many to be 
bitten and die. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the dangers of ingratitude and discontentment. It 
serves as a reminder of the importance of cultivating a heart of gratitude and 
contentment, even in difficult circumstances. By focusing on God's faithfulness and 
provision, we can avoid the pitfalls of complaining and embrace a perspective of 
thankfulness. 
 
Salvation and Healing: When the people repent and acknowledge their sin, God instructs 
Moses to make a bronze serpent and place it on a pole. Those who look upon the bronze 
serpent would be healed and spared from the effects of the snakebites. 
Reflection: This chapter reveals God's mercy and provision for salvation and healing. It 
points to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, who was lifted up on the cross for our 
salvation. Just as the Israelites looked upon the bronze serpent for physical healing, we 
are called to look to Jesus, the Son of God, for spiritual healing and eternal life. 
 
The Power of Faith and Obedience: The act of looking at the bronze serpent required 
faith and obedience. It was a simple act of trust in God's instructions for deliverance and 
healing. 
Reflection: This chapter emphasizes the power of faith and obedience in our relationship 
with God. It reminds us that salvation and healing come through faith in God's provision. 
By obediently following His instructions and placing our trust in Him, we can experience 
His deliverance and restoration in our lives. 
 
God's Grace and Mercy: Despite the Israelites' repeated disobedience and grumbling, 
God demonstrates His grace and mercy by providing a means of salvation and healing. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights God's abundant grace and mercy towards His people. 
It teaches us that even in our moments of weakness and failure, God extends His love and 
offers a way to be saved and restored. By receiving His grace and responding with 
repentance and faith, we can experience His forgiveness and restoration. 
 
Overall, Numbers 21 addresses themes of gratitude and contentment, salvation and 
healing, the power of faith and obedience, and God's grace and mercy. By reflecting on 



these themes, we can strive to cultivate a heart of gratitude, trust in God's provision for 
salvation and healing through Jesus Christ, exercise faith and obedience in our 
relationship with God, and experience His abundant grace and mercy in our lives. 
 
 
CHAPTER 22 
Nu. 22:1 Then the Israelites travelled to the plains of Moab and 
camped along the Jordan across from Jericho. [Hebrew 
Jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the Jordan 
River] 
Nu. 22:2 Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites, 
Nu. 22:3 and Moab was terrified because there were so many people. 
Indeed, Moab was filled with dread because of the Israelites. 
Nu. 22:4 The Moabites said to the elders of Midian, “This horde is 
going to lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up the 
grass of the field.” So Balak son of Zippor, who was king of 
Moab at that time, 
Nu. 22:5 sent messengers to summon Balaam son of Beor, who was at 
Pethor, near the River, [That is, the Euphrates] in his native 
land. Balak said: “A people has come out of Egypt; they 
cover the face of the land and have settled next to me. 
Nu. 22:6 Now come and put a curse on these people, because they are 
too powerful for me. Perhaps then I will be able to defeat 
them and drive them out of the country. For I know that 
those you bless are blessed, and those you curse are cursed.” 
Nu. 22:7 The elders of Moab and Midian left, taking with them the fee 
for divination. When they came to Balaam, they told him 
what Balak had said. 
Nu. 22:8 “Spend the night here,” Balaam said to them, “and I will 
bring you back the answer the LORD gives me.” So the 
Moabite princes stayed with him. 
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Nu. 22:9 God came to Balaam and asked, “Who are these men with 
you?” 
Nu. 22:10 Balaam said to God, “Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, 
sent me this message: 
Nu. 22:11 ‘A people that has come out of Egypt covers the face of the 
land. Now come and put a curse on them for me. Perhaps 
then I will be able to fight them and drive them away.’” 
Nu. 22:12 But God said to Balaam, “Do not go with them. You must 
not put a curse on those people, because they are blessed.” 
Nu. 22:13 The next morning Balaam got up and said to Balak’s princes, 
“Go back to your own country, for the LORD has refused to 
let me go with you.” 
Nu. 22:14 So the Moabite princes returned to Balak and said, “Balaam 



refused to come with us.” 
Nu. 22:15 Then Balak sent other princes, more numerous and more 
distinguished than the first. 
Nu. 22:16 They came to Balaam and said: “This is what Balak son of 
Zippor says: Do not let anything keep you from coming to 
me, 
Nu. 22:17 because I will reward you handsomely and do whatever you 
say. Come and put a curse on these people for me.” 
Nu. 22:18 But Balaam answered them, “Even if Balak gave me his 
palace filled with silver and gold, I could not do anything 
great or small to go beyond the command of the LORD my 
God. 
Nu. 22:19 Now stay here tonight as the others did, and I will find out 
what else the LORD will tell me.” 
Nu. 22:20 That night God came to Balaam and said, “Since these men 
have come to summon you, go with them, but do only what I 
tell you.” 
Nu. 22:21 Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went 
with the princes of Moab. 
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Nu. 22:22 But God was very angry when he went, and the angel of the 
LORD stood in the road to oppose him. Balaam was riding 
on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. 
Nu. 22:23 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the 
road with a drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the road 
into a field. Balaam beat her to get her back on the road. 
Nu. 22:24 Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between 
two vineyards, with walls on both sides. 
Nu. 22:25 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pressed 
close to the wall, crushing Balaam’s foot against it. So he 
beat her again. 
Nu. 22:26 Then the angel of the LORD moved on ahead and stood in a 
narrow place where there was no room to turn, either to the 
right or to the left. 
Nu. 22:27 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she lay down 
under Balaam, and he was angry and beat her with his staff. 
Nu. 22:28 Then the LORD opened the donkey’s mouth, and she said to 
Balaam, “What have I done to you to make you beat me 
these three times?” 
Nu. 22:29 Balaam answered the donkey, “You have made a fool of me! 
If I had a sword in my hand, I would kill you right now.” 
Nu. 22:30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your own donkey, 
which you have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the 
habit of doing this to you?” “No,” he said. 
Nu. 22:31 Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel 
of the LORD standing in the road with his sword drawn. So 



he bowed low and fell face down. 
Nu. 22:32 The angel of the LORD asked him, “Why have you beaten 
your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose 
you because your path is a reckless one before me. [The 
meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is uncertain.] 
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Nu. 22:33 The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three 
times. If she had not turned away, I would certainly have 
killed you by now, but I would have spared her.” 
Nu. 22:34 Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned. I did 
not realise you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now 
if you are displeased, I will go back.” 
Nu. 22:35 The angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the men, 
but speak only what I tell you.” So Balaam went with the 
princes of Balak. 
Nu. 22:36 When Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to 
meet him at the Moabite town on the Arnon border, at the 
edge of his territory. 
Nu. 22:37 Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not send you an urgent 
summons? Why didn’t you come to me? Am I really not able 
to reward you?” 
Nu. 22:38 “Well, I have come to you now,” Balaam replied. “But can I 
say just anything? I must speak only what God puts in my 
mouth.” 
Nu. 22:39 Then Balaam went with Balak to Kiriath Huzoth. 
Nu. 22:40 Balak sacrificed cattle and sheep, and gave some to Balaam 
and the princes who were with him. 
Nu. 22:41 The next morning Balak took Balaam up to Bamoth Baal, 
and from there he saw part of the people. 
 
Chapter 22 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible begins with the Moabite king 
Balak becoming fearful of the Israelites, who are encamped near his territory. He seeks 
the help of Balaam, a renowned diviner, to curse the Israelites and weaken them. 
Balak sends messengers to Balaam, who initially refuses to come but eventually agrees to 
go with them after God gives him permission. However, on the journey, Balaam's donkey 
sees an angel of God blocking the path and refuses to move, leading to a confrontation 
between Balaam and the donkey. 
When Balaam finally arrives and meets with Balak, he attempts to curse the Israelites 
three times, but each time he ends up blessing them instead. Balaam acknowledges that 
he cannot curse what God has blessed, and he prophesies about the greatness of Israel and 
their future victories. 
The chapter highlights the power of God over human plans and schemes, and the 
importance of obeying His will. It also emphasizes the blessings that come from 
following God and the futility of attempting to curse those whom God has blessed. 
 



Here are some of the key verses from chapter 22 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "Then the Israelites traveled to the plains of Moab and camped along the Jordan 
across from Jericho." - Numbers 22:1 

 "Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites, and Moab 
was terrified because there were so many people. Indeed, Moab was filled with 
dread because of the Israelites." - Numbers 22:2-3 

 "But God said to Balaam, 'Do not go with them. You must not put a curse on 
those people, because they are blessed.'" - Numbers 22:12 

Chapter 22 tells the story of the Israelites' arrival in the plains of Moab and the Moabite 
king Balak's attempt to hire the prophet Balaam to curse the Israelites. However, God 
commands Balaam not to curse the Israelites, and instead Balaam blesses them three 
times. 
 
Chapter 22 of the Book of Numbers tells the story of Balak, the king of Moab, and his 
attempt to curse the Israelites through the prophet Balaam. Here's a reflection on some 
key themes and lessons from Numbers 22: 
 
God's Protection and Faithfulness: Balak, fearing the strength and numbers of the 
Israelites, seeks to hire Balaam to curse them. However, God intervenes and prohibits 
Balaam from cursing the Israelites, emphasizing His protection and faithfulness towards 
His chosen people. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's unwavering protection and faithfulness to 
His people. It teaches us that no weapon formed against us can prosper when we are 
under God's care. By placing our trust in Him, we can rest assured that He will guard and 
guide us in the face of opposition or adversity. 
 
The Danger of Compromising Integrity: Despite God's clear instructions not to curse the 
Israelites, Balaam initially considers Balak's offer. He is enticed by the rewards and 
prestige promised to him. However, God intervenes through a talking donkey to redirect 
Balaam's path. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the danger of compromising our integrity and 
pursuing selfish ambitions. It serves as a reminder that our actions should align with 
God's will, even when tempted by external influences. By remaining steadfast in our 
commitment to God and His principles, we can avoid the pitfalls of compromise and 
pursue a life of righteousness. 
 
God's Ability to Use Unlikely Means: In this chapter, God speaks through a donkey to 
communicate His message to Balaam. Despite the unusual nature of this encounter, God 
demonstrates His power to use any means necessary to convey His will. 
Reflection: This chapter reveals God's ability to use unlikely or unexpected means to 
accomplish His purposes. It challenges us to be open to hearing His voice and receiving 
His guidance, even if it comes through unconventional channels. By staying attentive and 
receptive to God's leading, we can witness His power at work in extraordinary ways. 
 



God's Sovereignty over Nations: Throughout the chapter, it becomes clear that God's 
sovereignty extends beyond the borders of Israel. He not only protects His people but 
also asserts His authority over other nations, including Moab and its king, Balak. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's sovereignty over all nations and rulers. It 
underscores the truth that no earthly power can stand against God's purposes or thwart 
His plans. By acknowledging His sovereignty and aligning ourselves with His kingdom, 
we can find confidence and security in His reign. 
 
Overall, Numbers 22 addresses themes of God's protection and faithfulness, the danger of 
compromising integrity, God's ability to use unlikely means, and His sovereignty over 
nations. By reflecting on these themes, we can trust in God's protection, maintain our 
integrity, be open to His guidance through unconventional means, and acknowledge His 
sovereignty over all aspects of our lives. 
 
 
CHAPTER 23 
Nu. 23:1 Balaam said, “Build me seven altars here, and prepare seven 
bulls and seven rams for me.” 
Nu. 23:2 Balak did as Balaam said, and the two of them offered a bull 
and a ram on each altar. 
Nu. 23:3 Then Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here beside your offering 
while I go aside. Perhaps the LORD will come to meet with 
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me. Whatever he reveals to me I will tell you.” Then he went 
off to a barren height. 
Nu. 23:4 God met with him, and Balaam said, “I have prepared seven 
altars, and on each altar I have offered a bull and a ram.” 
Nu. 23:5 The LORD put a message in Balaam’s mouth and said, “Go 
back to Balak and give him this message.” 
Nu. 23:6 So he went back to him and found him standing beside his 
offering, with all the princes of Moab. 
Nu. 23:7 Then Balaam uttered his oracle: “Balak brought me from 
Aram, the king of Moab from the eastern mountains. ‘Come,’ 
he said, ‘curse Jacob for me; come, denounce Israel.’ 
Nu. 23:8 How can I curse those whom God has not cursed? How can I 
denounce those whom the LORD has not denounced? 
Nu. 23:9 From the rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I view 
them. I see people who live apart and do not consider 
themselves one of the nations. 
Nu. 23:10 Who can count the dust of Jacob or number the fourth part of 
Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and may my end 
be like theirs!” 
Nu. 23:11 Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? I brought 
you to curse my enemies, but you have done nothing but 
bless them!” 
Nu. 23:12 He answered, “Must I not speak what the LORD puts in my 



mouth?” 
Nu. 23:13 Then Balak said to him, “Come with me to another place 
where you can see them; you will see only a part but not all 
of them. And from there, curse them for me.” 
Nu. 23:14 So he took him to the field of Zophim on the top of Pisgah, 
and there he built seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on 
each altar. 
Nu. 23:15 Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here beside your offering while I 
meet with him over there.” 
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Nu. 23:16 The LORD met with Balaam and put a message in his mouth 
and said, “Go back to Balak and give him this message.” 
Nu. 23:17 So he went to him and found him standing beside his offering, 
with the princes of Moab. Balak asked him, “What did the 
LORD say?” 
Nu. 23:18 Then he uttered his oracle: “Arise, Balak, and listen; hear me, 
son of Zippor. 
Nu. 23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he 
should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? 
Does he promise and not fulfil? 
Nu. 23:20 I have received a command to bless; he has blessed, and I 
cannot change it. 
Nu. 23:21 “No misfortune is seen in Jacob, no misery observed in Israel. 
[Or He has not looked on Jacob’s offences or on the wrongs 
found in Israel.] The LORD their God is with them; the shout 
of the King is among them. 
Nu. 23:22 God brought them out of Egypt; they have the strength of a 
wild ox. 
Nu. 23:23 There is no sorcery against Jacob, no divination against 
Israel. It will now be said of Jacob and of Israel, ‘See what 
God has done!’ 
Nu. 23:24 The people rise like a lioness; they rouse themselves like a 
lion that does not rest till he devours his prey and drinks the 
blood of his victims.” 
Nu. 23:25 Then Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse them at all nor 
bless them at all!” 
Nu. 23:26 Balaam answered, “Did I not tell you I must do whatever the 
LORD says?” 
Nu. 23:27 Then Balak said to Balaam, “Come, let me take you to 
another place. Perhaps it will please God to let you curse 
them for me from there.” 
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Nu. 23:28 And Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, overlooking the 
wasteland. 
Nu. 23:29 Balaam said, “Build me seven altars here, and prepare seven 
bulls and seven rams for me.” 



Nu. 23:30 Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bull and a ram on 
each altar. 
 
Chapter 23 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible continues the story of Balaam 
and Balak. Balak takes Balaam to three different locations from which he can view the 
Israelites, and three times Balaam attempts to curse them, but each time he is unable to do 
so and ends up blessing them instead. 
Balaam emphasizes that he can only speak what God puts in his mouth, and that God has 
not cursed Israel because they are a people whom God has chosen and blessed. He 
proclaims that Israel is like a lion, strong and unconquerable, and that those who bless 
them will be blessed, while those who curse them will be cursed. 
Balak becomes frustrated with Balaam's inability to curse Israel, but Balaam insists that 
he cannot go against the word of the Lord. The chapter ends with Balak and Balaam 
parting ways, with Balaam returning home and Balak returning to his own kingdom. 
The chapter emphasizes the power and sovereignty of God over all nations and peoples, 
and the importance of trusting in God's blessings and protection. It also highlights the 
folly of attempting to curse those whom God has chosen and blessed. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 23 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "Balaam said, 'Build me seven altars here, and prepare seven bulls and seven rams 
for me.'" - Numbers 23:1 

 "Then the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth and said, 'Return to Balak and give 
him this word.'" - Numbers 23:5 

 "God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change 
his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?" - 
Numbers 23:19 

Chapter 23 continues the story of Balaam and Balak, with Balaam blessing the Israelites 
instead of cursing them as Balak had hoped. In this chapter, Balaam speaks several 
blessings that God has given him for the Israelites, including the well-known verse about 
God's faithfulness and truthfulness in keeping his promises. 
I hope this helps! Let me know if you have any other questions. 
 
Chapter 23 of the Book of Numbers continues the story of Balak and Balaam as they 
attempt to curse the Israelites. However, instead of curses, Balaam pronounces blessings 
upon Israel. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 23: 
 
God's Unchanging Promises: Despite Balak's repeated attempts to convince Balaam to 
curse the Israelites, God remains faithful to His chosen people. Balaam, moved by the 
Spirit of God, blesses Israel instead of cursing them. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights God's unchanging promises and His faithfulness to 
His people. It reminds us that God's plans and blessings cannot be thwarted by human 
schemes or opposition. We can trust in His faithfulness and rely on His promises, 
knowing that He will always be true to His word. 
 



The Power of God's Blessing: Balaam's attempts to curse the Israelites are turned into 
blessings. His words carry divine authority and power, as he speaks what God has put in 
his mouth. 
Reflection: This chapter demonstrates the power of God's blessing. It teaches us that 
when God blesses His people, no one can reverse or nullify His blessings. His blessings 
bring favor, protection, and prosperity. It reminds us of the importance of seeking God's 
blessings and living in alignment with His will. 
 
The Inability to Curse God's Chosen: Balak, frustrated by Balaam's blessings upon Israel, 
realizes that it is impossible to curse a people whom God has blessed. He recognizes the 
strength and favor that the Israelites possess. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the truth that those whom God has chosen and 
blessed are protected from curses and harm. It teaches us that when we are aligned with 
God and walk in obedience to Him, no weapon formed against us will prevail. We can 
find confidence and security in God's favor and protection. 
 
God's Purpose for His People: Balaam's blessings upon Israel reveal God's purpose and 
destiny for His chosen nation. The blessings emphasize their numbers, strength, and 
ultimate victory over their enemies. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us that God has a purpose and destiny for His people. It 
encourages us to embrace our identity as God's chosen ones and to live in accordance 
with His plans for our lives. By aligning ourselves with His purposes, we can experience 
His blessings and fulfill our calling. 
 
Overall, Numbers 23 addresses themes of God's unchanging promises, the power of His 
blessing, the inability to curse those whom God has chosen, and God's purpose for His 
people. By reflecting on these themes, we can trust in God's faithfulness, seek His 
blessings, find security in His protection, and live in alignment with His purpose for our 
lives. 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 24 
Nu. 24:1 Now when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless 
Israel, he did not resort to sorcery as at other times, but 
turned his face towards the desert. 
Nu. 24:2 When Balaam looked out and saw Israel encamped tribe by 
tribe, the Spirit of God came upon him 
Nu. 24:3 and he uttered his oracle: “The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 
the oracle of one whose eye sees clearly, 
Nu. 24:4 the oracle of one who hears the words of God, who sees a 
vision from the Almighty, [Hebrew Shaddai; also in verse 16] 
who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 

 Nu. 24:5 “How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O Israel! 
Nu. 24:6 “Like valleys they spread out, like gardens beside a river, like 
aloes planted by the LORD, like cedars beside the waters. 



Nu. 24:7 Water will flow from their buckets; their seed will have 
abundant water. “Their king will be greater than Agag; their 
kingdom will be exalted. 
Nu. 24:8 “God brought them out of Egypt; they have the strength of a 
wild ox. They devour hostile nations and break their bones in 
pieces; with their arrows they pierce them. 
Nu. 24:9 Like a lion they crouch and lie down, like a lioness — who 
dares to rouse them? “May those who bless you be blessed 
and those who curse you be cursed!” 
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Nu. 24:10 Then Balak’s anger burned against Balaam. He struck his 
hands together and said to him, “I summoned you to curse 
my enemies, but you have blessed them these three times. 
Nu. 24:11 Now leave at once and go home! I said I would reward you 
handsomely, but the LORD has kept you from being 
rewarded.” 
Nu. 24:12 Balaam answered Balak, “Did I not tell the messengers you 
sent me, 
Nu. 24:13 ‘Even if Balak gave me his palace filled with silver and gold, I 
could not do anything of my own accord, good or bad, to go 
beyond the command of the LORD — and I must say only 
what the LORD says’? 
Nu. 24:14 Now I am going back to my people, but come, let me warn 
you of what this people will do to your people in days to 
come.” 
Nu. 24:15 Then he uttered his oracle: “The oracle of Balaam son of 
Beor, the oracle of one whose eye sees clearly, 
Nu. 24:16 the oracle of one who hears the words of God, who has 
knowledge from the Most High, who sees a vision from the 
Almighty, who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened: 
Nu. 24:17 “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star 
will come out of Jacob; a sceptre will rise out of Israel. He 
will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls [Samaritan 
Pentateuch (see also Jer. 48:45); the meaning of the word in 
the Masoretic Text is uncertain.] of [Or possibly Moab, 
batter] all the sons of Sheth. [Or all the noisy boasters] 
Nu. 24:18 Edom will be conquered; Seir, his enemy, will be conquered, 
but Israel will grow strong. 
Nu. 24:19 A ruler will come out of Jacob and destroy the survivors of 
the city.” 
Nu. 24:20 Then Balaam saw Amalek and uttered his oracle: “Amalek 
was first among the nations, but he will come to ruin at last.” 
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Nu. 24:21 Then he saw the Kenites and uttered his oracle: “Your 
dwelling-place is secure, your nest is set in a rock; 
Nu. 24:22 yet you Kenites will be destroyed when Asshur takes you 



captive.” 
Nu. 24:23 Then he uttered his oracle: “Ah, who can live when God does 
this? [Masoretic Text; with a different word division of the 
Hebrew A people will gather from the north.] 
Nu. 24:24 Ships will come from the shores of Kittim; they will subdue 
Asshur and Eber, but they too will come to ruin.” 
Nu. 24:25 Then Balaam got up and returned home and Balak went his 
own way. 
 
Chapter 24 of the book of Numbers continues the story of Balaam, a diviner hired by 
Balak, the king of Moab, to curse the Israelites. In this chapter, Balaam blesses the 
Israelites three times instead of cursing them as Balak requested. Balaam also prophesies 
about a future ruler who will come from the Israelites and conquer Moab. Balak is angry 
with Balaam's blessings and sends him away without payment. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 24 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "When Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he did not resort to 
divination as at other times, but turned his face toward the wilderness." - Numbers 
24:1 

 "How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, your dwelling places, Israel!" - Numbers 
24:5 

 "May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse you be cursed!" - 
Numbers 24:9 

Chapter 24 is the final chapter in the story of Balaam and Balak. In this chapter, Balaam 
blesses the Israelites for a third time, speaking a prophecy that foreshadows the coming 
of a great king from Israel. The chapter ends with Balaam returning home and Balak 
returning to his own land. 
 
Chapter 24 of the Book of Numbers continues the story of Balak and Balaam as Balaam 
delivers a series of blessings upon Israel. Here's a reflection on some key themes and 
lessons from Numbers 24: 
 
God's Sovereign Control: Throughout the chapter, Balaam recognizes and declares that 
he can only speak what God puts in his mouth. He acknowledges God's sovereignty and 
control over his words and actions. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's ultimate sovereignty and control over all 
things. It prompts us to surrender our own desires and plans to God, acknowledging that 
He has the final say in our lives. By trusting in His wisdom and submitting to His 
guidance, we can experience His perfect will and purpose. 
 
Blessings and Prophetic Words: Balaam's blessings upon Israel are filled with prophetic 
significance. He speaks of Israel's strength, prosperity, and victory over their enemies. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the power and impact of blessings and prophetic 
words. It emphasizes the importance of speaking blessings over others and prophesying 



in accordance with God's will. By speaking words of encouragement, hope, and God's 
truth, we can uplift and inspire others, aligning them with God's purposes for their lives. 
 
Israel's Unique Relationship with God: Balaam acknowledges Israel's unique relationship 
with God, describing them as a people blessed by the Lord and set apart from other 
nations. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the unique relationship we have with God as His 
chosen people. It encourages us to embrace our identity as God's children and live in a 
manner that reflects His character. By recognizing our distinct calling and living in 
obedience to God, we can be a light to the world and experience His blessings. 
 
The Fulfillment of God's Promises: Balaam's blessings allude to the fulfillment of God's 
promises to Israel. He speaks of a future King who will arise from Israel and bring 
ultimate victory. 
Reflection: This chapter points to the fulfillment of God's promises through the coming 
of Jesus Christ, the King who would bring salvation and victory for all. It reassures us 
that God is faithful to His promises and reminds us of the hope we have in Christ. By 
trusting in His promises, we can find assurance and confidence in His plan for our lives. 
 
Overall, Numbers 24 addresses themes of God's sovereignty, the power of blessings and 
prophetic words, Israel's unique relationship with God, and the fulfillment of God's 
promises. By reflecting on these themes, we can surrender to God's sovereignty, speak 
life-giving words to others, embrace our identity as His chosen people, and find hope in 
the fulfillment of His promises through Jesus Christ. 
 
 
CHAPTER 25 
Nu. 25:1 While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge 
in sexual immorality with Moabite women, 
Nu. 25:2 who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people 
ate and bowed down before these gods. 
Nu. 25:3 So Israel joined in worshipping the Baal of Peor. And the 
LORD’s anger burned against them. 
Nu. 25:4 The LORD said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of these 
people, kill them and expose them in broad daylight before 
the LORD, so that the LORD’s fierce anger may turn away 
from Israel.” 
Nu. 25:5 So Moses said to Israel’s judges, “Each of you must put to 
death those of your men who have joined in worshipping the 
Baal of Peor.” 
Nu. 25:6 Then an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite 
woman right before the eyes of Moses and the whole 
assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting. 
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Nu. 25:7 When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, 



saw this, he left the assembly, took a spear in his hand 
Nu. 25:8 and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear 
through both of them — through the Israelite and into the 
woman’s body. Then the plague against the Israelites was 
stopped; 
Nu. 25:9 but those who died in the plague numbered 24,000. 
Nu. 25:10 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 25:11 “Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has 
turned my anger away from the Israelites; for he was as 
zealous as I am for my honour among them, so that in my 
zeal I did not put an end to them. 
Nu. 25:12 Therefore tell him I am making my covenant of peace with 
him. 
Nu. 25:13 He and his descendants will have a covenant of a lasting 
priesthood, because he was zealous for the honour of his God 
and made atonement for the Israelites.” 
Nu. 25:14 The name of the Israelite who was killed with the Midianite 
woman was Zimri son of Salu, the leader of a Simeonite 
family. 
Nu. 25:15 And the name of the Midianite woman who was put to death 
was Cozbi daughter of Zur, a tribal chief of a Midianite 
family. 
Nu. 25:16 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 25:17 “Treat the Midianites as enemies and kill them, 
Nu. 25:18 because they treated you as enemies when they deceived you 
in the affair of Peor and their sister Cozbi, the daughter of a 
Midianite leader, the woman who was killed when the plague 
came as a result of Peor.” 
 
In Chapter 25 of the book of Numbers, the Israelites begin to worship the gods of Moab, 
specifically Baal of Peor. This angers God, who commands Moses to gather the leaders 
of the people and have them executed for their idolatry. A man named Zimri, a leader of 
the tribe of Simeon, openly engages in sexual immorality with a Midianite woman in 
front of Moses and the congregation. Phinehas, the son of Eleazar and grandson of 
Aaron, takes action and kills Zimri and the Midianite woman with a spear, stopping the 
plague that had already killed 24,000 people. As a result of Phinehas' actions, God makes 
a covenant of peace with him and his descendants. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 25 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual 
immorality with Moabite women." - Numbers 25:1 

 "Then an Israelite man brought into the camp a Midianite woman right before the 
eyes of Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the 
entrance to the tent of meeting." - Numbers 25:6 



 "Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away 
from the Israelites. Since he was as zealous for my honor among them as I am, I 
did not put an end to them in my zeal." - Numbers 25:11 

Chapter 25 tells the story of how the Israelites began to engage in idolatry and sexual 
immorality with the Moabite women, and how God punished them for it. God was angry 
with the Israelites and sent a plague among them, which was only stopped when Phinehas 
took action and killed an Israelite man and a Midianite woman who were openly sinning 
in the sight of the Israelites. As a result of Phinehas' zeal, God's anger was turned away 
from the Israelites. 
 
Chapter 25 of the Book of Numbers recounts a tragic event in which the Israelites engage 
in idolatry and sexual immorality with the Moabite women. Here's a reflection on some 
key themes and lessons from Numbers 25: 
 
The Dangers of Compromise: In this chapter, the Israelites are enticed by the Moabite 
women to participate in idolatrous worship and sexual immorality. They compromise 
their faith and commit acts of disobedience against God. 
Reflection: This chapter serves as a warning about the dangers of compromise. It 
highlights the susceptibility of God's people to be swayed by worldly influences and 
enticements. It reminds us of the importance of guarding our hearts and remaining 
steadfast in our commitment to God's commands, even when faced with temptation. 
 
God's Wrath and Discipline: As a result of the Israelites' disobedience, God's anger is 
kindled against them, and a deadly plague breaks out among them. Many people die as a 
consequence of their actions. 
Reflection: This chapter reveals the seriousness of sin and the consequences that follow 
disobedience. It reminds us that God's holiness demands purity and obedience. It also 
underscores the need for repentance and seeking forgiveness when we fall short. While 
God's discipline may be severe, it is ultimately for the purpose of drawing us back into 
alignment with His will and restoring our relationship with Him. 
 
Phinehas' Zeal and God's Covenant: Phinehas, a priest from the tribe of Levi, takes 
decisive action to stop the immorality by killing an Israelite man and the Moabite 
woman. God commends Phinehas for his zeal and makes a covenant of peace with him 
and his descendants. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of standing up for righteousness and 
taking a firm stand against sin. It demonstrates the significance of personal responsibility 
in upholding God's standards. It also emphasizes God's faithfulness in honoring those 
who are zealous for His glory and righteousness. 
 
The Call to Holiness: Following the incident, God reiterates the call for holiness among 
the Israelites. He reminds them of the need to separate themselves from the practices and 
influence of the surrounding nations. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the call for believers to live lives of holiness and 
purity. It reminds us that we are called to be set apart from the world and to maintain a 
distinct identity as God's people. By embracing a lifestyle of holiness and seeking to 



honor God in all aspects of our lives, we can avoid the snares of compromise and 
experience His blessings. 
 
Overall, Numbers 25 addresses themes of the dangers of compromise, God's wrath and 
discipline, the call to stand for righteousness, and the pursuit of holiness. By reflecting on 
these themes, we can guard against compromise, understand the gravity of sin, stand for 
righteousness, and embrace a lifestyle of holiness that pleases God. 
 
 
CHAPTER 26 
Nu. 26:1 After the plague the LORD said to Moses and Eleazar son of 
Aaron, the priest, 
Nu. 26:2 “Take a census of the whole Israelite community by families 
— all those twenty years old or more who are able to serve 
in the army of Israel.” 
Nu. 26:3 So on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 
[Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the 
Jordan River; also in verse 63] Moses and Eleazar the priest 
spoke with them and said, 
Nu. 26:4 “Take a census of men twenty years old or more, as the 
LORD commanded Moses.” These were the Israelites who 
came out of Egypt: 
Nu. 26:5 The descendants of Reuben, the firstborn son of Israel, were: 
through Hanoch, the Hanochite clan; through Pallu, the 
Palluite clan; 
Nu. 26:6 through Hezron, the Hezronite clan; through Carmi, the 
Carmite clan. 
Nu. 26:7 These were the clans of Reuben; those numbered were 
43,730. 
Nu. 26:8 The son of Pallu was Eliab, 
Nu. 26:9 and the sons of Eliab were Nemuel, Dathan and Abiram. The 
same Dathan and Abiram were the community officials who 
rebelled against Moses and Aaron and were among Korah’s 
followers when they rebelled against the LORD. 
Nu. 26:10 The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them along with 
Korah, whose followers died when the fire devoured the 250 
men. And they served as a warning sign. 
Nu. 26:11 The line of Korah, however, did not die out. 
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Nu. 26:12 The descendants of Simeon by their clans were: through 
Nemuel, the Nemuelite clan; through Jamin, the Jaminite 
clan; through Jakin, the Jakinite clan; 
Nu. 26:13 through Zerah, the Zerahite clan; through Shaul, the Shaulite 
clan. 
Nu. 26:14 These were the clans of Simeon; there were 22,200 men. 
Nu. 26:15 The descendants of Gad by their clans were: through Zephon, 



the Zephonite clan; through Haggi, the Haggite clan; through 
Shuni, the Shunite clan; 
Nu. 26:16 through Ozni, the Oznite clan; through Eri, the Erite clan; 
Nu. 26:17 through Arodi, [Samaritan Pentateuch and Syriac (see also 
Gen. 46:16); Masoretic Text Arod] the Arodite clan; through 
Areli, the Arelite clan. 
Nu. 26:18 These were the clans of Gad; those numbered were 40,500. 
Nu. 26:19 Er and Onan were sons of Judah, but they died in Canaan. 
Nu. 26:20 The descendants of Judah by their clans were: through 
Shelah, the Shelanite clan; through Perez, the Perezite clan; 
through Zerah, the Zerahite clan. 
Nu. 26:21 The descendants of Perez were: through Hezron, the 
Hezronite clan; through Hamul, the Hamulite clan. 
Nu. 26:22 These were the clans of Judah; those numbered were 76,500. 
Nu. 26:23 The descendants of Issachar by their clans were: through 
Tola, the Tolaite clan; through Puah, the Puite [Samaritan 
Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac (see also 1 
Chronicles 7:1); Masoretic Text through Puvah, the Punite] 
clan; 
Nu. 26:24 through Jashub, the Jashubite clan; through Shimron, the 
Shimronite clan. 
Nu. 26:25 These were the clans of Issachar; those numbered were 
64,300. 
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Nu. 26:26 The descendants of Zebulun by their clans were: through 
Sered, the Seredite clan; through Elon, the Elonite clan; 
through Jahleel, the Jahleelite clan. 
Nu. 26:27 These were the clans of Zebulun; those numbered were 
60,500. 
Nu. 26:28 The descendants of Joseph by their clans through Manasseh 
and Ephraim were: 
Nu. 26:29 The descendants of Manasseh: through Makir, the Makirite 
clan (Makir was the father of Gilead); through Gilead, the 
Gileadite clan. 
Nu. 26:30 These were the descendants of Gilead: through Iezer, the 
Iezerite clan; through Helek, the Helekite clan; 
Nu. 26:31 through Asriel, the Asrielite clan; through Shechem, the 
Shechemite clan; 
Nu. 26:32 through Shemida, the Shemidaite clan; through Hepher, the 
Hepherite clan. 
Nu. 26:33 (Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons; he had only 
daughters, whose names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah 
and Tirzah.) 
Nu. 26:34 These were the clans of Manasseh; those numbered were 
52,700. 
Nu. 26:35 These were the descendants of Ephraim by their clans: 



through Shuthelah, the Shuthelahite clan; through Beker, the 
Bekerite clan; through Tahan, the Tahanite clan. 
Nu. 26:36 These were the descendants of Shuthelah: through Eran, the 
Eranite clan. 
Nu. 26:37 These were the clans of Ephraim; those numbered were 
32,500. These were the descendants of Joseph by their clans. 
Nu. 26:38 The descendants of Benjamin by their clans were: through 
Bela, the Belaite clan; through Ashbel, the Ashbelite clan; 
through Ahiram, the Ahiramite clan; 
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Nu. 26:39 through Shupham, [A few manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, 
Samaritan Pentateuch, Vulgate and Syriac (see also 
Septuagint); most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text 
Shephupham] the Shuphamite clan; through Hupham, the 
Huphamite clan. 
Nu. 26:40 The descendants of Bela through Ard and Naaman were: 
through Ard, [Samaritan Pentateuch and Vulgate (see also 
Septuagint); Masoretic Text does not have through Ard,] the 
Ardite clan; through Naaman, the Naamite clan. 
Nu. 26:41 These were the clans of Benjamin; those numbered were 
45,600. 
Nu. 26:42 These were the descendants of Dan by their clans: through 
Shuham, the Shuhamite clan. These were the clans of Dan: 
Nu. 26:43 All of them were Shuhamite clans; and those numbered were 
64,400. 
Nu. 26:44 The descendants of Asher by their clans were: through 
Imnah, the Imnite clan; through Ishvi, the Ishvite clan; 
through Beriah, the Beriite clan; 
Nu. 26:45 and through the descendants of Beriah: through Heber, the 
Heberite clan; through Malkiel, the Malkielite clan. 
Nu. 26:46 (Asher had a daughter named Serah.) 
Nu. 26:47 These were the clans of Asher; those numbered were 53,400. 
Nu. 26:48 The descendants of Naphtali by their clans were: through 
Jahzeel, the Jahzeelite clan; through Guni, the Gunite clan; 
Nu. 26:49 through Jezer, the Jezerite clan; through Shillem, the 
Shillemite clan. 
Nu. 26:50 These were the clans of Naphtali; those numbered were 
45,400. 
Nu. 26:51 The total number of the men of Israel was 601,730. 
Nu. 26:52 The LORD said to Moses, 
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Nu. 26:53 “The land is to be allotted to them as an inheritance based on 
the number of names. 
Nu. 26:54 To a larger group give a larger inheritance, and to a smaller 
group a smaller one; each is to receive its inheritance 
according to the number of those listed. 



Nu. 26:55 Be sure that the land is distributed by lot. What each group 
inherits will be according to the names for its ancestral tribe. 
Nu. 26:56 Each inheritance is to be distributed by lot among the larger 
and smaller groups.” 
Nu. 26:57 These were the Levites who were counted by their clans: 
through Gershon, the Gershonite clan; through Kohath, the 
Kohathite clan; through Merari, the Merarite clan. 
Nu. 26:58 These also were Levite clans: the Libnite clan, the Hebronite 
clan, the Mahlite clan, the Mushite clan, the Korahite clan. 
(Kohath was the forefather of Amram; 
Nu. 26:59 the name of Amram’s wife was Jochebed, a descendant of 
Levi, who was born to the Levites [Or Jochebed, a daughter 
of Levi, who was born to Levi] in Egypt. To Amram she bore 
Aaron, Moses and their sister Miriam. 
Nu. 26:60 Aaron was the father of Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar. 
Nu. 26:61 But Nadab and Abihu died when they made an offering 
before the LORD with unauthorised fire.) 
Nu. 26:62 All the male Levites a month old or more numbered 23,000. 
They were not counted along with the other Israelites 
because they received no inheritance among them. 
Nu. 26:63 These are the ones counted by Moses and Eleazar the priest 
when they counted the Israelites on the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan across from Jericho. 
Nu. 26:64 Not one of them was among those counted by Moses and 
Aaron the priest when they counted the Israelites in the 
Desert of Sinai. 
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Nu. 26:65 For the LORD had told those Israelites they would surely die 
in the desert, and not one of them was left except Caleb son 
of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 
 
 
Chapter 26 of the Book of Numbers contains a census taken of the Israelites after they 
had spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness. The census counted men aged 20 and 
over who were eligible for military service, by tribe. The total number of men counted 
was 601,730, which was a slightly higher number than the previous census taken in 
Chapter 1. The chapter also lists the descendants of each tribe and their inheritance in the 
land. The chapter concludes with the story of the daughters of Zelophehad, who were 
granted inheritance in their father's absence because he had no sons. 
 
Here are some key verses from chapter 26 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "After the plague the Lord said to Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, 
'Take a census of the whole Israelite community by families—all those twenty 
years old or more who are able to serve in the army of Israel.'" - Numbers 26:1-2 



 "These were the families of Issachar according to those numbered in the census: 
64,300." - Numbers 26:25 

 "Not one of them was among those counted by Moses and Aaron the priest when 
they counted the Israelites in the Desert of Sinai." - Numbers 26:64 

Chapter 26 records the second census taken by Moses and Eleazar, after the plague that 
struck the Israelites as a result of their sin in the previous chapter. The purpose of the 
census was to determine the number of men who were able to serve in the army of Israel. 
The chapter lists the names of the families and the numbers of men in each family who 
were counted in the census. 
 
Chapter 26 of the Book of Numbers provides a detailed census of the second generation 
of Israelites, highlighting the importance of numbering and organizing the people before 
entering the Promised Land. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from 
Numbers 26: 
 
Faithfulness and Fulfillment of God's Promises: The census in chapter 26 demonstrates 
God's faithfulness in fulfilling His promise to make the descendants of Abraham into a 
great nation. The new generation is numbered, affirming God's faithfulness to His 
covenant. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's faithfulness in fulfilling His promises. It 
encourages us to trust in His plans and His timing, even when circumstances seem 
uncertain or challenging. Just as God remained faithful to His promise to multiply the 
Israelites, we can have confidence that He will fulfill His promises to us. 
 
Remembrance and Continuity: The census in chapter 26 serves as a way of remembering 
the past and ensuring continuity for the future. It identifies the new generation that will 
inherit the Promised Land and continues the lineage of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of remembrance and continuity in our 
faith. It prompts us to reflect on our spiritual heritage, remember God's faithfulness in the 
past, and pass on our faith to future generations. By recognizing our connection to God's 
work throughout history, we can find strength and inspiration for our journey. 
 
Consequences of Disobedience: The chapter also mentions the consequences of the 
Israelites' disobedience in the wilderness. Many who rebelled against God died and were 
not counted in the census, highlighting the cost of disobedience. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the seriousness of disobedience and its 
consequences. It serves as a warning against straying from God's commands and 
choosing our own way. It prompts us to examine our lives, repent of any disobedience, 
and align ourselves with God's will, knowing that disobedience leads to separation from 
His blessings. 
 
God's Order and Organization: The census demonstrates God's desire for order and 
organization among His people. It assigns specific tasks and responsibilities to different 
clans and families within the Israelite community. 
Reflection: This chapter emphasizes the importance of order and organization in our lives 
and communities. It encourages us to discover and embrace the unique roles and 



responsibilities God has assigned to us. By recognizing our individual purpose within the 
larger context of God's plan, we can contribute to the well-being and growth of the body 
of Christ. 
 
Overall, Numbers 26 addresses themes of God's faithfulness, remembrance, the 
consequences of disobedience, and the importance of order and organization. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can trust in God's faithfulness, remember His work in our 
lives, heed the warning against disobedience, and embrace our unique roles within God's 
plan. 
 
 
CHAPTER 27 
Nu. 27:1 The daughters of Zelophehad son of Hepher, the son of 
Gilead, the son of Makir, the son of Manasseh, belonged to 
the clans of Manasseh son of Joseph. The names of the 
daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah. 
They approached 
Nu. 27:2 the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and stood before Moses, 
Eleazar the priest, the leaders and the whole assembly, and 
said, 
Nu. 27:3 “Our father died in the desert. He was not among Korah’s 
followers, who banded together against the LORD, but he 
died for his own sin and left no sons. 
Nu. 27:4 Why should our father’s name disappear from his clan 
because he had no son? Give us property among our father’s 
relatives.” 
Nu. 27:5 So Moses brought their case before the LORD 
Nu. 27:6 and the LORD said to him, 
Nu. 27:7 “What Zelophehad’s daughters are saying is right. You must 
certainly give them property as an inheritance among their 
father’s relatives and give their father’s inheritance over to 
them. 
Nu. 27:8 “Say to the Israelites, ‘If a man dies and leaves no son, give 
his inheritance over to his daughter. 
Nu. 27:9 If he has no daughter, give his inheritance to his brothers. 
Nu. 27:10 If he has no brothers, give his inheritance to his father’s 
brothers. 
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Nu. 27:11 If his father had no brothers, give his inheritance to the 
nearest relative in his clan, that he may possess it. This is to 
be a legal requirement for the Israelites, as the LORD 
commanded Moses.’” 
Nu. 27:12 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go up this mountain in the 
Abarim Range and see the land I have given the Israelites. 
Nu. 27:13 After you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your 
people, as your brother Aaron was, 



Nu. 27:14 for when the community rebelled at the waters in the Desert 
of Zin, both of you disobeyed my command to honour me as 
holy before their eyes.” (These were the waters of Meribah 
Kadesh, in the Desert of Zin.) 
Nu. 27:15 Moses said to the LORD, 
Nu. 27:16 “May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, 
appoint a man over this community 
Nu. 27:17 to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them 
out and bring them in, so that the LORD’s people will not be 
like sheep without a shepherd.” 
Nu. 27:18 So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a 
man in whom is the spirit, [Or Spirit] and lay your hand on 
him. 
Nu. 27:19 Make him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire 
assembly and commission him in their presence. 
Nu. 27:20 Give him some of your authority so that the whole Israelite 
community will obey him. 
Nu. 27:21 He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain 
decisions for him by enquiring of the Urim before the LORD. 
At his command he and the entire community of the Israelites 
will go out, and at his command they will come in.” 
Nu. 27:22 Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua 
and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole 
assembly. 
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Nu. 27:23 Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, as the 
LORD instructed through Moses. 
 
 
Chapter 27 of the Book of Numbers begins with the story of five sisters from the tribe of 
Manasseh who approach Moses and the leaders of Israel to request the inheritance of 
their deceased father. At this time, the laws of inheritance only allowed property to be 
passed down to male heirs. Moses consults with God, who instructs him to allow the 
daughters to inherit their father's land, setting a precedent for future cases. 
Later in the chapter, God tells Moses that he will soon die and that Joshua will be his 
successor. Moses asks God to appoint a leader who will lead the people and care for them 
after he is gone. God instructs Moses to take Joshua, set him before the high priest 
Eleazar, and commission him in front of the whole community. 
 
Here are some key verses from chapter 27 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son 
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph, 
came forward; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 
Milcah, and Tirzah." - Numbers 27:1 



 "Our father died in the wilderness, but he was not among the company of those 
who gathered together against the Lord in company with Korah, but died for his 
own sin; and he had no sons." - Numbers 27:3 

 "And the Lord said to Moses, 'The daughters of Zelophehad are right in what they 
are saying; you shall indeed let them possess an inheritance among their father's 
brothers and pass the inheritance of their father on to them.'" - Numbers 27:6-7 

In this chapter, the daughters of Zelophehad approach Moses and the leaders of Israel to 
request an inheritance in the land since their father had no sons. This prompts a ruling 
from God that daughters are allowed to inherit in the absence of male heirs. The chapter 
also records the transfer of leadership from Moses to Joshua and the instructions for the 
offerings to be made on various occasions. 
 
Chapter 27 of the Book of Numbers centers around the daughters of Zelophehad, who 
approach Moses with a request regarding their inheritance in the Promised Land. Here's a 
reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 27: 
 
Equity and Justice: The daughters of Zelophehad bring their case before Moses, seeking 
fairness and an inheritance in the absence of male heirs. Their request prompts Moses to 
seek God's guidance, and ultimately, God affirms their right to inherit their father's 
portion. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of equity and justice in God's 
kingdom. It demonstrates God's concern for the rights and well-being of all individuals, 
regardless of gender or social status. It encourages us to advocate for fairness and equal 
treatment within our communities, recognizing the inherent value and dignity of every 
person. 
 
Boldness and Initiative: The daughters of Zelophehad display courage and initiative in 
approaching Moses and presenting their case. They step forward to challenge an 
established tradition in pursuit of what they believe is right. 
Reflection: This chapter inspires us to embrace boldness and take initiative in addressing 
issues of injustice or inequality. It reminds us that we have a voice and can make a 
difference when we stand up for what is right. By speaking out and taking action, we can 
contribute to positive change in our communities. 
 
God's Guidance and Wisdom: Moses, upon hearing the daughters of Zelophehad, seeks 
God's guidance in determining the appropriate course of action. God responds by 
affirming the daughters' right to inherit and provides instructions for the future 
inheritance laws. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of seeking God's guidance and 
wisdom in making decisions. It encourages us to bring our concerns and questions before 
God, trusting that He will provide insight and direction. By seeking His guidance, we can 
make decisions that align with His will and promote justice and righteousness. 
 
Honoring Family Legacy: The daughters of Zelophehad's request is not merely for 
personal gain, but also to honor their father's legacy. They desire to ensure that their 
family name and portion in the land are preserved. 



Reflection: This chapter underscores the significance of honoring family legacies and 
preserving our heritage. It prompts us to consider the impact of our actions on future 
generations and encourages us to act in a way that upholds the values and principles 
passed down to us. By valuing and preserving our family legacies, we contribute to the 
continuity of faith and values. 
 
Overall, Numbers 27 addresses themes of equity and justice, boldness and initiative, 
seeking God's guidance, and honoring family legacies. By reflecting on these themes, we 
can advocate for justice, demonstrate courage, seek God's wisdom, and honor the legacies 
that have shaped us. 
 
 
CHAPTER 28 
Nu. 28:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 28:2 “Give this command to the Israelites and say to them: ‘See 
that you present to me at the appointed time the food for my 
offerings made by fire, as an aroma pleasing to me.’ 
Nu. 28:3 Say to them: ‘This is the offering made by fire that you are to 
present to the LORD: two lambs a year old without defect, as 
a regular burnt offering each day. 
Nu. 28:4 Prepare one lamb in the morning and the other at twilight, 
Nu. 28:5 together with a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah [That is, 
probably about 4 pints (about 2 litres); also in verses 13, 21 
and 29] of fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin [That is, 
probably about 1 1/2 pints (about 1 litre); also in verses 7 and 
14] of oil from pressed olives. 
Nu. 28:6 This is the regular burnt offering instituted at Mount Sinai as 
a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
Nu. 28:7 The accompanying drink offering is to be a quarter of a hin of 
fermented drink with each lamb. Pour out the drink offering 
to the LORD at the sanctuary. 
Nu. 28:8 Prepare the second lamb at twilight, along with the same kind 
of grain offering and drink offering that you prepare in the 
morning. This is an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing 
to the LORD. 
Nu. 28:9 “‘On the Sabbath day, make an offering of two lambs a year 
old without defect, together with its drink offering and a 
grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah [That is, probably 
about 7 1/2 pints (about 4.5 litres); also in verses 12, 20 and 
28] of fine flour mixed with oil. 
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Nu. 28:10 This is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering and its drink offering. 
Nu. 28:11 “‘On the first of every month, present to the LORD a burnt 
offering of two young bulls, one ram and seven male lambs a 
year old, all without defect. 



Nu. 28:12 With each bull there is to be a grain offering of three-tenths 
of an ephah [That is, probably about 11 1/2 pints (about 6.5 
litres); also in verses 20 and 28] of fine flour mixed with oil; 
with the ram, a grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil; 
Nu. 28:13 and with each lamb, a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil. This is for a burnt offering, a 
pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire. 
Nu. 28:14 With each bull there is to be a drink offering of half a hin 
[That is, probably about 3 pints (about 2 litres)] of wine; with 
the ram, a third of a hin; [That is, probably about 2 1/4 pints 
(about 1.2 litres)] and with each lamb, a quarter of a hin. This 
is the monthly burnt offering to be made at each new moon 
during the year. 
Nu. 28:15 Besides the regular burnt offering with its drink offering, one 
male goat is to be presented to the LORD as a sin offering. 
Nu. 28:16 “‘On the fourteenth day of the first month the LORD’s 
Passover is to be held. 
Nu. 28:17 On the fifteenth day of this month there is to be a festival; for 
seven days eat bread made without yeast. 
Nu. 28:18 On the first day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular 
work. 
Nu. 28:19 Present to the LORD an offering made by fire, a burnt 
offering of two young bulls, one ram and seven male lambs a 
year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 28:20 With each bull prepare a grain offering of three-tenths of an 
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, two-tenths; 
Nu. 28:21 and with each of the seven lambs, one-tenth. 
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Nu. 28:22 Include one male goat as a sin offering to make atonement 
for you. 
Nu. 28:23 Prepare these in addition to the regular morning burnt 
offering. 
Nu. 28:24 In this way prepare the food for the offering made by fire 
every day for seven days as an aroma pleasing to the LORD; 
it is to be prepared in addition to the regular burnt offering 
and its drink offering. 
Nu. 28:25 On the seventh day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular 
work. 
Nu. 28:26 “‘On the day of firstfruits, when you present to the LORD an 
offering of new grain during the Feast of Weeks, hold a 
sacred assembly and do no regular work. 
Nu. 28:27 Present a burnt offering of two young bulls, one ram and 
seven male lambs a year old as an aroma pleasing to the 
LORD. 
Nu. 28:28 With each bull there is to be a grain offering of three-tenths 



 of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, two tenths; 
Nu. 28:29 and with each of the seven lambs, one-tenth. 
Nu. 28:30 Include one male goat to make atonement for you. 
Nu. 28:31 Prepare these together with their drink offerings, in addition 
to the regular burnt offering and its grain offering. Be sure 
the animals are without defect. 
 
 
In Chapter 28 of the book of Numbers, God instructs Moses to tell the Israelites about the 
offerings they should bring to Him at appointed times, including the daily burnt offerings, 
the Sabbath offerings, and the monthly offerings. God also gives specific instructions on 
the sacrifices that should be made during the annual festivals of Passover, the Feast of 
Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles. The chapter emphasizes the importance of offering 
sacrifices to God in accordance with His commands and at the designated times, as a sign 
of the Israelites' devotion and obedience to Him. 
 
Here are some key verses from chapter 28 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Command the Israelites and say to them: "Be sure to 
present to me at the appointed time my food offerings, as an aroma pleasing to 
me."'" - Numbers 28:1-2 

 "On the Sabbath day, make an offering of two lambs a year old without defect, 
together with its drink offering and a grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of 
the finest flour mixed with olive oil." - Numbers 28:9 

 "On the first day of each month, present a burnt offering to the Lord of two young 
bulls, one ram and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. With each bull 
there is to be a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of the finest flour mixed 
with oil; with the ram, a grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of the finest 
flour mixed with oil; and with each lamb, a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah 
of the finest flour mixed with oil." - Numbers 28:11-13 

 "On the fourteenth day of the first month the Lord’s Passover is to be held. On the 
fifteenth day of this month there is to be a festival; for seven days eat bread made 
without yeast." - Numbers 28:16-17 

In this chapter, God gives instructions to Moses regarding the daily and seasonal 
offerings that the Israelites were to make to Him. This includes offerings on the Sabbath, 
the first of the month, the Passover, and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The offerings 
were to be made with specific animals and amounts of flour mixed with oil, and were 
meant to be pleasing aromas to God. 
 
Chapter 28 of the Book of Numbers outlines the offerings and sacrifices that the Israelites 
were commanded to present to the Lord on a daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly basis. 
Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 28: 
 
Worship and Devotion: Chapter 28 emphasizes the importance of regular and consistent 
worship. It details the various offerings and sacrifices that the Israelites were to present to 
the Lord as acts of devotion and obedience. 



Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of worship in our relationship 
with God. It encourages us to cultivate a lifestyle of worship, offering our time, 
resources, and hearts to God in dedicated service. By setting aside specific times for 
worship and engaging in acts of devotion, we can deepen our connection with God and 
express our love and gratitude towards Him. 
 
Sacrifice and Atonement: The offerings described in chapter 28 serve as a means of 
seeking forgiveness and atonement for sins. The sacrifices are presented as a way to 
maintain a right relationship with God and restore fellowship with Him. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the concept of sacrifice and atonement in the Israelite 
religious practices. It points to the need for reconciliation and forgiveness in our 
relationship with God. It also foreshadows the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who 
would offer Himself as the perfect atoning sacrifice for our sins. By recognizing the 
significance of Christ's sacrifice, we can experience true forgiveness and restoration in 
our relationship with God. 
 
Intentionality and Commitment: The offerings and sacrifices outlined in chapter 28 
required intentionality and commitment from the Israelites. They were expected to 
present the prescribed offerings at specific times and with the appropriate reverence. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to consider the importance of intentionality and 
commitment in our worship and devotion. It challenges us to be deliberate in setting aside 
time and resources for God, giving Him our best and showing reverence in our acts of 
worship. By approaching our worship with sincerity and dedication, we can cultivate a 
deeper connection with God and honor Him with our lives. 
 
The Continuity of Worship: The offerings and sacrifices described in chapter 28 were to 
be observed consistently, day after day, week after week, and year after year. They 
represented an ongoing commitment to worship and devotion. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the need for continuity and consistency in our worship 
and spiritual practices. It reminds us that worship is not a one-time event but a lifelong 
journey. By establishing regular rhythms of worship and maintaining a steadfast 
commitment to God, we can grow in our faith and experience His presence and blessings 
throughout our lives. 
 
Overall, Numbers 28 addresses themes of worship and devotion, sacrifice and atonement, 
intentionality and commitment, and the continuity of worship. By reflecting on these 
themes, we can cultivate a lifestyle of worship, recognize the significance of Christ's 
sacrifice, approach worship with intentionality, and commit to a lifelong journey of 
devotion to God. 
 
 
CHAPTER 29 
Nu. 29:1 “‘On the first day of the seventh month hold a sacred 
assembly and do no regular work. It is a day for you to sound 
the trumpets. 
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Nu. 29:2 As an aroma pleasing to the LORD, prepare a burnt offering 
of one young bull, one ram and seven male lambs a year old, 
all without defect. 
Nu. 29:3 With the bull prepare a grain offering of three-tenths of an 
ephah [That is, probably about 11 1/2 pints (about 6.5 litres); 
also in verses 9 and 14] of fine flour mixed with oil; with the 
ram, two-tenths; [That is, probably about 7 1/2 pints (about 
4.5 litres); also in verses 9 and 14] 
Nu. 29:4 and with each of the seven lambs, one-tenth. [That is, 
probably about 4 pints (about 2 litres); also in verses 10 and 
15] 
Nu. 29:5 Include one male goat as a sin offering to make atonement 
for you. 
Nu. 29:6 These are in addition to the monthly and daily burnt offerings 
with their grain offerings and drink offerings as specified. 
They are offerings made to the LORD by fire — a pleasing 
aroma. 
Nu. 29:7 “‘On the tenth day of this seventh month hold a sacred 
assembly. You must deny yourselves [Or must fast] and do 
no work. 
Nu. 29:8 Present as an aroma pleasing to the LORD a burnt offering of 
one young bull, one ram and seven male lambs a year old, all 
without defect. 
Nu. 29:9 With the bull prepare a grain offering of three-tenths of an 
ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with the ram, two-tenths; 
Nu. 29:10 and with each of the seven lambs, one-tenth. 
Nu. 29:11 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the sin 
offering for atonement and the regular burnt offering with its 
grain offering, and their drink offerings. 
Nu. 29:12 “‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, hold a sacred 
assembly and do no regular work. Celebrate a festival to the 
LORD for seven days. 
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Nu. 29:13 Present an offering made by fire as an aroma pleasing to the 
LORD, a burnt offering of thirteen young bulls, two rams and 
fourteen male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:14 With each of the thirteen bulls prepare a grain offering of 
three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil; with 
each of the two rams, two-tenths; 
Nu. 29:15 and with each of the fourteen lambs, one-tenth. 
Nu. 29:16 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink 
offering. 
Nu. 29:17 “‘On the second day prepare twelve young bulls, two rams 
and fourteen male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:18 With the bulls, rams and lambs, prepare their grain offerings 



and drink offerings according to the number specified. 
Nu. 29:19 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink 
offerings. 
Nu. 29:20 “‘On the third day prepare eleven bulls, two rams and 
fourteen male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:21 With the bulls, rams and lambs, prepare their grain offerings 
and drink offerings according to the number specified. 
Nu. 29:22 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink 
offering. 
Nu. 29:23 “‘On the fourth day prepare ten bulls, two rams and fourteen 
male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:24 With the bulls, rams and lambs, prepare their grain offerings 
and drink offerings according to the number specified. 
Nu. 29:25 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink 
offering. 
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Nu. 29:26 “‘On the fifth day prepare nine bulls, two rams and fourteen 
male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:27 With the bulls, rams and lambs, prepare their grain offerings 
and drink offerings according to the number specified. 
Nu. 29:28 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink 
offering. 
Nu. 29:29 “‘On the sixth day prepare eight bulls, two rams and fourteen 
male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:30 With the bulls, rams and lambs, prepare their grain offerings 
and drink offerings according to the number specified. 
Nu. 29:31 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink 
offering. 
Nu. 29:32 “‘On the seventh day prepare seven bulls, two rams and 
fourteen male lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:33 With the bulls, rams and lambs, prepare their grain offerings 
and drink offerings according to the number specified. 
Nu. 29:34 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink 
offering. 
Nu. 29:35 “‘On the eighth day hold an assembly and do no regular 
work. 
Nu. 29:36 Present an offering made by fire as an aroma pleasing to the 
LORD, a burnt offering of one bull, one ram and seven male 
lambs a year old, all without defect. 
Nu. 29:37 With the bull, the ram and the lambs, prepare their grain 



offerings and drink offerings according to the number 
specified. 
Nu. 29:38 Include one male goat as a sin offering, in addition to the 
regular burnt offering with its grain offering and drink 
offering. 
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Nu. 29:39 “‘In addition to what you vow and your freewill offerings, 
prepare these for the LORD at your appointed feasts: your 
burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings and fellowship 
offerings.’” [Traditionally peace offerings] 
Nu. 29:40 Moses told the Israelites all that the LORD commanded him 
 
Chapter 29 in the book of Numbers outlines the various sacrifices and festivals that the 
Israelites were required to observe. It provides a detailed schedule of offerings that were 
to be made on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis, as well as during the annual feasts of 
the Lord. The chapter specifies the number and types of animals to be offered for each 
sacrifice, and the appropriate time and location for their presentation. The offerings 
included burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings, and sin offerings. These 
sacrifices were meant to signify the Israelites' dedication to God and their desire to atone 
for their sins. The chapter emphasizes the importance of following God's commands and 
honoring Him through ritual sacrifice. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 29 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto 
you." (Numbers 29:1, KJV) 

2. "And ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour unto the Lord; one young 
bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year without blemish:" (Numbers 
29:2, KJV) 

3. "And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals for a 
bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram," (Numbers 29:3, KJV) 

4. "And one tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:" (Numbers 29:4, 
KJV) 

5. "And one kid of the goats for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you:" 
(Numbers 29:5, KJV) 

6. "Beside the burnt offering of the month, and his meat offering, and the daily burnt 
offering, and his meat offering, and their drink offerings, according unto their 
manner, for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord." (Numbers 
29:6, KJV) 

7. "And on the tenth day of this seventh month ye shall have an holy convocation; 
and ye shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work therein:" (Numbers 29:7, 
KJV) 

8. "But ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the Lord for a sweet savour; one young 
bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year; they shall be unto you without 
blemish:" (Numbers 29:8, KJV) 



9. "And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a 
bullock, and two tenth deals to one ram," (Numbers 29:9, KJV) 

10. "A several tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:" (Numbers 29:10, 
KJV) 

11. "One kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the sin offering of atonement, and 
the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their drink offerings." 
(Numbers 29:11, KJV) 

 
Chapter 29 of the Book of Numbers continues the instructions regarding the offerings and 
sacrifices to be observed during various appointed feasts and holy days. Here's a 
reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 29: 
 
Sacred Times and Seasons: Chapter 29 highlights the significance of observing specific 
appointed feasts and holy days throughout the year. It provides detailed instructions for 
the offerings and sacrifices to be presented during these times of worship and celebration. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of setting apart sacred times and 
seasons in our lives. It encourages us to honor and commemorate significant events in our 
spiritual journey, such as the feasts and holy days of the Israelites. By intentionally 
observing these times of worship, we can deepen our understanding of God's faithfulness 
and draw closer to Him. 
 
Generosity and Gratitude: The offerings and sacrifices outlined in chapter 29 required a 
generous giving from the Israelites. They were expected to present a multitude of animals 
and other offerings as an expression of gratitude and devotion to God. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to reflect on our own generosity and gratitude 
towards God. It reminds us of the importance of giving back to Him out of the abundance 
He has provided. It encourages us to cultivate a heart of gratitude and recognize that 
everything we have is a gift from God. By offering our time, talents, and resources with 
generosity, we acknowledge God's goodness and faithfulness in our lives. 
 
Communal Worship and Unity: The offerings and sacrifices described in chapter 29 were 
to be observed by the entire community of Israel. It was a collective act of worship and 
demonstrated the unity of the people in their devotion to God. 
Reflection: This chapter emphasizes the significance of communal worship and unity 
within the body of believers. It reminds us that our faith is not meant to be practiced in 
isolation but in community. By coming together in worship and celebration, we foster a 
sense of unity, encourage one another, and strengthen our collective commitment to God. 
 
Reverence and Awe: The detailed instructions regarding the offerings and sacrifices in 
chapter 29 highlight the importance of approaching God with reverence and awe. The 
people were expected to present their offerings with a heart of humility and reverence. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the need for reverence and awe in our worship of 
God. It encourages us to approach Him with humility and a deep sense of respect for His 
holiness and majesty. By cultivating an attitude of reverence in our worship, we create a 
space for encountering God's presence and experiencing His transforming power in our 
lives. 



 
Overall, Numbers 29 addresses themes of sacred times and seasons, generosity and 
gratitude, communal worship and unity, and reverence and awe. By reflecting on these 
themes, we can honor the times and seasons of worship in our lives, cultivate a heart of 
generosity and gratitude, engage in communal worship and unity, and approach God with 
reverence and awe. 
 
 
CHAPTER 30 
Nu. 30:1 Moses said to the heads of the tribes of Israel: “This is what 
the LORD commands: 
Nu. 30:2 When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to 
bind himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but 
must do everything he said. 
Nu. 30:3 “When a young woman still living in her father’s house makes 
a vow to the LORD or binds herself by a pledge 
Nu. 30:4 and her father hears about her vow or pledge but says 
nothing to her, then all her vows and every pledge by which 
she bound herself will stand. 
Nu. 30:5 But if her father forbids her when he hears about it, none of 
her vows or the pledges by which she bound herself will 
stand; the LORD will release her because her father has 
forbidden her. 
Nu. 30:6 “If she marries after she makes a vow or after her lips utter a 
rash promise by which she binds herself 
Nu. 30:7 and her husband hears about it but says nothing to her, then 
her vows or the pledges by which she bound herself will 
stand. 
Nu. 30:8 But if her husband forbids her when he hears about it, he 
nullifies the vow that binds her or the rash promise by which 
she binds herself, and the LORD will release her. 
Nu. 30:9 “Any vow or obligation taken by a widow or divorced 
woman will be binding on her. 
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Nu. 30:10 “If a woman living with her husband makes a vow or binds 
herself by a pledge under oath 
Nu. 30:11 and her husband hears about it but says nothing to her and 
does not forbid her, then all her vows or the pledges by which 
she bound herself will stand. 
Nu. 30:12 But if her husband nullifies them when he hears about them, 
then none of the vows or pledges that came from her lips will 
stand. Her husband has nullified them, and the LORD will 
release her. 
Nu. 30:13 Her husband may confirm or nullify any vow she makes or 
any sworn pledge to deny herself. 
Nu. 30:14 But if her husband says nothing to her about it from day to 



day, then he confirms all her vows or the pledges binding on 
her. He confirms them by saying nothing to her when he 
hears about them. 
Nu. 30:15 If, however, he nullifies them some time after he hears about 
them, then he is responsible for her guilt.” 
Nu. 30:16 These are the regulations the LORD gave Moses concerning 
relationships between a man and his wife, and between a 
father and his young daughter still living in his house. 
 
 
In chapter 30 of the book of Numbers, Moses outlines the laws regarding vows that 
individuals make to God. If a man makes a vow, he is bound to fulfill it, but if a woman 
makes a vow and her father or husband opposes it, the vow is nullified unless the father 
or husband allows it. If a widow or divorced woman makes a vow, she must fulfill it. 
However, if her husband or father made her vow null and void, she is not bound to fulfill 
it. God takes vows seriously, and breaking them is considered a sin. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 30 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, 
saying, This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded." (Numbers 30:1) 

2. "If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; 
he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his 
mouth." (Numbers 30:2) 

3. "If a woman also vow a vow unto the Lord, and bind herself by a bond, being in 
her father's house in her youth;" (Numbers 30:3) 

4. "And her father hear her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her soul, 
and her father shall hold his peace at her: then all her vows shall stand, and every 
bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall stand." (Numbers 30:4-5) 

5. "But if her father disallow her in the day that he heareth; not any of her vows, or 
of her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand: and the Lord shall 
forgive her, because her father disallowed her." (Numbers 30:5-6) 

6. "And if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought out of her 
lips, wherewith she bound her soul;" (Numbers 30:7) 

7. "And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it: 
then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall 
stand." (Numbers 30:8) 

8. "But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard it; then he shall make 
her vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she 
bound her soul, of none effect: and the Lord shall forgive her." (Numbers 30:8-9) 

9. "Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish 
it, or her husband may make it void." (Numbers 30:10) 

10. "But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he 
establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds, which are upon her: he confirmeth 
them, because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them." (Numbers 
30:11) 



11. "But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he 
shall bear her iniquity." (Numbers 30:15) 

 
Chapter 30 of the Book of Numbers focuses on the importance of keeping vows and 
honoring commitments. It provides guidelines regarding vows made by both men and 
women. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 30: 
 
The Weight of Our Words: Chapter 30 underscores the significance of our words and the 
commitments we make to God and others. It highlights the importance of honoring our 
vows and fulfilling our promises. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the weightiness of our words and the 
commitments we make. It encourages us to be mindful of the promises we make, 
ensuring that we speak truthfully and follow through on our commitments. It prompts us 
to consider the impact our words have on others and on our relationship with God. By 
being people of integrity, we reflect God's faithfulness and build trust in our 
relationships. 
 
Accountability and Authority: The chapter also addresses the authority structure in the 
Israelite community. It outlines the role of a father or husband in nullifying or confirming 
vows made by daughters or wives, indicating the accountability and authority held by 
those in leadership positions. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of accountability and the role of 
authority figures in our lives. It reminds us of the need to seek wisdom and guidance 
from those in positions of authority, especially in matters of commitments and vows. It 
also emphasizes the value of mutual respect and understanding within relationships. By 
recognizing and respecting the authority structures in our lives, we can navigate 
commitments and decisions with wisdom and discernment. 
 
Discernment and Consideration: Chapter 30 encourages discernment and thoughtful 
consideration before making vows or commitments. It emphasizes the need to carefully 
weigh the implications and potential consequences of our words and promises. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to approach commitments and vows with 
discernment and consideration. It encourages us to think carefully about the implications 
of our words and promises, ensuring that they align with our values, beliefs, and 
capabilities. By exercising discernment and considering the impact of our commitments, 
we can avoid hasty or unwise decisions and maintain integrity in our relationships. 
 
God's Faithfulness: While the chapter primarily addresses human vows and 
commitments, it indirectly reminds us of God's faithfulness in keeping His promises. It 
points to the reliability and trustworthiness of God in fulfilling His covenant with His 
people. 
Reflection: This chapter serves as a reminder of God's faithfulness in keeping His 
promises to us. It reassures us that we can trust in His steadfast love and faithfulness. It 
encourages us to align our words and commitments with His will, knowing that He is 
faithful to fulfill His promises. By relying on God's faithfulness, we can find confidence 
and security in our relationship with Him. 



 
Overall, Numbers 30 addresses themes of the weight of our words, accountability and 
authority, discernment and consideration, and God's faithfulness. By reflecting on these 
themes, we can cultivate integrity in our commitments, respect authority structures, 
exercise discernment in our words and promises, and trust in God's faithfulness in 
keeping His promises to us. 
 
 
CHAPTER 31 
Nu. 31:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 31:2 “Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites. After 
that, you will be gathered to your people.” 
Nu. 31:3 So Moses said to the people, “Arm some of your men to go 
to war against the Midianites and to carry out the LORD’s 
vengeance on them. 
Nu. 31:4 Send into battle a thousand men from each of the tribes of 
Israel.” 
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Nu. 31:5 So twelve thousand men armed for battle, a thousand from 
each tribe, were supplied from the clans of Israel. 
Nu. 31:6 Moses sent them into battle, a thousand from each tribe, 
along with Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, who took with 
him articles from the sanctuary and the trumpets for 
signalling. 
Nu. 31:7 They fought against Midian, as the LORD commanded 
Moses, and killed every man. 
Nu. 31:8 Among their victims were Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba — 
the five kings of Midian. They also killed Balaam son of Beor 
with the sword. 
Nu. 31:9 The Israelites captured the Midianite women and children and 
took all the Midianite herds, flocks and goods as plunder. 
Nu. 31:10 They burned all the towns where the Midianites had settled, 
as well as all their camps. 
Nu. 31:11 They took all the plunder and spoils, including the people and 
animals, 
Nu. 31:12 and brought the captives, spoils and plunder to Moses and 
Eleazar the priest and the Israelite assembly at their camp on 
the plains of Moab, by the Jordan across from Jericho. 
[Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the 
Jordan River] 
Nu. 31:13 Moses, Eleazar the priest and all the leaders of the 
community went to meet them outside the camp. 
Nu. 31:14 Moses was angry with the officers of the army — the 
commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds — 
who returned from the battle. 
Nu. 31:15 “Have you allowed all the women to live?” he asked them. 



Nu. 31:16 “They were the ones who followed Balaam’s advice and were 
the means of turning the Israelites away from the LORD in 
what happened at Peor, so that a plague struck the LORD’s 
people. 
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Nu. 31:17 Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept 
with a man, 
Nu. 31:18 but save for yourselves every girl who has never slept with a 
man. 
Nu. 31:19 “All of you who have killed anyone or touched anyone who 
was killed must stay outside the camp seven days. On the 
third and seventh days you must purify yourselves and your 
captives. 
Nu. 31:20 Purify every garment as well as everything made of leather, 
goat hair or wood.” 
Nu. 31:21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers who had gone into 
battle, “This is the requirement of the law that the LORD 
gave Moses: 
Nu. 31:22 Gold, silver, bronze, iron, tin, lead 
Nu. 31:23 and anything else that can withstand fire must be put through 
the fire, and then it will be clean. But it must also be purified 
with the water of cleansing. And whatever cannot withstand 
fire must be put through that water. 
Nu. 31:24 On the seventh day wash your clothes and you will be clean. 
Then you may come into the camp.” 
Nu. 31:25 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 31:26 “You and Eleazar the priest and the family heads of the 
community are to count all the people and animals that were 
captured. 
Nu. 31:27 Divide the spoils between the soldiers who took part in the 
battle and the rest of the community. 
Nu. 31:28 From the soldiers who fought in the battle, set apart as tribute 
for the LORD one out of every five hundred, whether 
persons, cattle, donkeys, sheep or goats. 
Nu. 31:29 Take this tribute from their half share and give it to Eleazar 
the priest as the LORD’s part. 
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Nu. 31:30 From the Israelites’ half, select one out of every fifty, 
whether persons, cattle, donkeys, sheep, goats or other 
animals. Give them to the Levites, who are responsible for 
the care of the LORD’s tabernacle.” 
Nu. 31:31 So Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 
Nu. 31:32 The plunder remaining from the spoils that the soldiers took 
was 675,000 sheep, 
Nu. 31:33 72,000 cattle, 



Nu. 31:34 61,000 donkeys 
Nu. 31:35 and 32,000 women who had never slept with a man. 
Nu. 31:36 The half share of those who fought in the battle was: 337,500 
sheep, 
Nu. 31:37 of which the tribute for the LORD was 675; 
Nu. 31:38 36,000 cattle, of which the tribute for the LORD was 72; 
Nu. 31:39 30,500 donkeys, of which the tribute for the LORD was 61; 
Nu. 31:40 16,000 people, of which the tribute for the LORD was 32. 
Nu. 31:41 Moses gave the tribute to Eleazar the priest as the LORD’s 
part, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Nu. 31:42 The half belonging to the Israelites, which Moses set apart 
from that of the fighting men — 
Nu. 31:43 the community’s half — was 337,500 sheep, 
Nu. 31:44 36,000 cattle, 
Nu. 31:45 30,500 donkeys 
Nu. 31:46 and 16,000 people. 
Nu. 31:47 From the Israelites’ half, Moses selected one out of every 
fifty persons and animals, as the LORD commanded him, and 
gave them to the Levites, who were responsible for the care 
of the LORD’s tabernacle. 
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Nu. 31:48 Then the officers who were over the units of the army — the 
commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds — 
went to Moses 
Nu. 31:49 and said to him, “Your servants have counted the soldiers 
under our command, and not one is missing. 
Nu. 31:50 So we have brought as an offering to the LORD the gold 
articles each of us acquired — armlets, bracelets, signet rings, 
ear-rings and necklaces — to make atonement for ourselves 
before the LORD.” 
Nu. 31:51 Moses and Eleazar the priest accepted from them the gold — 
all the handcrafted articles. 
Nu. 31:52 All the gold from the commanders of thousands and 
commanders of hundreds that Moses and Eleazar presented 
as a gift to the LORD weighed 16,750 shekels. [That is, 
about 420 pounds (about 190 kilograms)] 
Nu. 31:53 Each soldier had taken plunder for himself. 
Nu. 31:54 Moses and Eleazar the priest accepted the gold from the 
commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds and 
brought it into the Tent of Meeting as a memorial for the 
Israelites before the LORD. 
 
In Chapter 31 of the Book of Numbers, the Israelites, under the leadership of Moses, are 
commanded by God to take vengeance on the Midianites, who had seduced some of the 
Israelites into worshiping the false god Baal. Moses sends a force of 12,000 men, with 
Phinehas the priest accompanying them, to attack the Midianites. The Israelites were 



successful in their attack, killing all the Midianite men, including their kings, and taking 
their women and children captive. The spoils of war, which included gold, silver, and 
livestock, were divided among the Israelites and the priests. However, some of the 
Israelite soldiers had taken Midianite women as their own and brought them back to their 
camp. Moses was angry with them for not following God's command to kill all the 
women, and orders them to be executed along with all the male children. The chapter 
ends with the distribution of the spoils of war and the offering of a portion of it to the 
Lord. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 31 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying," (Numbers 31:1) 
2. "Avenge the people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you shall be gathered 

to your people." (Numbers 31:2) 
3. "So Moses spoke to the people, saying, "Arm men from among you for the war, 

that they may go against Midian to execute the Lord’s vengeance on Midian." 
(Numbers 31:3) 

4. "So they made war against Midian, as the Lord commanded Moses, and killed 
every male." (Numbers 31:7) 

5. "They also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the sword." (Numbers 31:8) 
6. "And Moses said to them, "Have you let all the women live?" (Numbers 31:15) 
7. "Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who 

has known man by lying with him." (Numbers 31:17) 
8. "But all the young girls who have not known man by lying with him keep alive 

for yourselves." (Numbers 31:18) 
9. "And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying," (Numbers 31:25) 
10. "And divide the plunder into two parts, between the warriors who went out to 

battle and all the congregation." (Numbers 31:27) 
11. "And the congregation's half was 337,500 sheep," (Numbers 31:36) 
12. "and the Lord's tribute of sheep was 675." (Numbers 31:38) 
13. "And the Lord's tribute of the people of Israel was 32 persons." (Numbers 31:40) 
14. "And Moses gave the tribute, which was the Lord's contribution, to Eleazar the 

priest, as the Lord commanded Moses." (Numbers 31:41) 
15. "And the people of Israel did as the Lord commanded Moses. They killed every 

male of the Midianites and their women and their little ones, and they took the 
plunder for themselves and all their livestock and all their goods." (Numbers 
31:47) 

These verses detail the Lord's command for Moses to avenge the people of Israel on the 
Midianites and the Israelites' subsequent victory. The verses also discuss the division of 
the plunder and the Lord's tribute. 
 
Chapter 31 of the Book of Numbers recounts the Israelites' victory over the Midianites 
and the subsequent division of the spoils of war. Here's a reflection on some key themes 
and lessons from Numbers 31: 
 



Obedience to God's Commands: In this chapter, God commands Moses to take vengeance 
on the Midianites for their role in leading the Israelites astray. Moses and the Israelites 
obeyed God's command and engaged in battle against the Midianites. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of obedience to God's commands. It 
demonstrates the Israelites' willingness to follow God's instructions and carry out His 
justice. It prompts us to consider our own obedience to God's commands in our lives, 
recognizing that obedience is a vital aspect of our relationship with Him. 
 
The Consequences of Sin: The battle against the Midianites serves as a consequence of 
their involvement in leading the Israelites into idolatry and sexual immorality. God's 
judgment upon them reveals the seriousness of sin and its consequences. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the consequences of sin and the importance of 
staying faithful to God's commands. It underscores the need for vigilance in guarding 
against temptations and influences that can lead us away from God. By recognizing the 
destructive nature of sin, we can strive to live in obedience and pursue righteousness in 
our own lives. 
 
God's Provision and Protection: Despite the intensity of the battle, God granted victory to 
the Israelites over the Midianites. He protected them and provided for their needs during 
and after the battle. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights God's provision and protection for His people. It 
reminds us of His faithfulness in difficult circumstances and His ability to grant victory 
over our enemies. It encourages us to trust in God's provision and seek His protection in 
our own lives. By relying on His strength and guidance, we can face challenges with 
confidence, knowing that He is with us. 
 
Gratitude and Generosity: After the battle, Moses instructs the Israelites to offer a portion 
of the spoils as an offering to the Lord. The people responded with gratitude and 
generosity, offering a significant portion of the spoils to God. 
Reflection: This chapter emphasizes the importance of gratitude and generosity in 
response to God's faithfulness and provision. It prompts us to cultivate hearts of gratitude, 
recognizing that all we have comes from God. It also encourages us to be generous in 
sharing our resources with others and honoring God with our offerings. By practicing 
gratitude and generosity, we reflect God's character and demonstrate our trust in His 
provision. 
 
Overall, Numbers 31 addresses themes of obedience to God's commands, the 
consequences of sin, God's provision and protection, and gratitude and generosity. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can strive for obedience to God, recognize the 
consequences of sin, trust in His provision and protection, and respond with gratitude and 
generosity in our own lives. 
 
 
CHAPTER 32 
Nu. 32:1 The Reubenites and Gadites, who had very large herds and 
flocks, saw that the lands of Jazer and Gilead were suitable 



for livestock. 
Nu. 32:2 So they came to Moses and Eleazar the priest and to the 
leaders of the community, and said, 
Nu. 32:3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, 
Nebo and Beon — 
Nu. 32:4 the land the LORD subdued before the people of Israel — 
are suitable for livestock, and your servants have livestock. 
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Nu. 32:5 If we have found favour in your eyes,” they said, “let this 
land be given to your servants as our possession. Do not 
make us cross the Jordan.” 
Nu. 32:6 Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, “Shall your 
countrymen go to war while you sit here? 
Nu. 32:7 Why do you discourage the Israelites from going over into 
the land the LORD has given them? 
Nu. 32:8 This is what your fathers did when I sent them from Kadesh 
Barnea to look over the land. 
Nu. 32:9 After they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and viewed the 
land, they discouraged the Israelites from entering the land 
the LORD had given them. 
Nu. 32:10 The LORD’s anger was aroused that day and he swore this 
oath: 
Nu. 32:11 ‘Because they have not followed me wholeheartedly, not one 
of the men twenty years old or more who came up out of 
Egypt will see the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob — 
Nu. 32:12 not one except Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and 
Joshua son of Nun, for they followed the LORD 
wholeheartedly.’ 
Nu. 32:13 The LORD’s anger burned against Israel and he made them 
wander in the desert for forty years, until the whole 
generation of those who had done evil in his sight was gone. 
Nu. 32:14 “And here you are, a brood of sinners, standing in the place 
of your fathers and making the LORD even more angry with 
Israel. 
Nu. 32:15 If you turn away from following him, he will again leave all 
this people in the desert, and you will be the cause of their 
destruction.” 
Nu. 32:16 Then they came up to him and said, “We would like to build 
pens here for our livestock and cities for our women and 
children. 
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Nu. 32:17 But we are ready to arm ourselves and go ahead of the 
Israelites until we have brought them to their place. 
Meanwhile our women and children will live in fortified 
cities, for protection from the inhabitants of the land. 



Nu. 32:18 We will not return to our homes until every Israelite has 
received his inheritance. 
Nu. 32:19 We will not receive any inheritance with them on the other 
side of the Jordan, because our inheritance has come to us on 
the east side of the Jordan.” 
Nu. 32:20 Then Moses said to them, “If you will do this — if you will 
arm yourselves before the LORD for battle, 
Nu. 32:21 and if all of you will go armed over the Jordan before the 
LORD until he has driven his enemies out before him — 
Nu. 32:22 then when the land is subdued before the LORD, you may 
return and be free from your obligation to the LORD and to 
Israel. And this land will be your possession before the 
LORD. 
Nu. 32:23 “But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning against the 
LORD; and you may be sure that your sin will find you out. 
Nu. 32:24 Build cities for your women and children, and pens for your 
flocks, but do what you have promised.” 
Nu. 32:25 The Gadites and Reubenites said to Moses, “We your 
servants will do as our lord commands. 
Nu. 32:26 Our children and wives, our flocks and herds will remain here 
in the cities of Gilead. 
Nu. 32:27 But your servants, every man armed for battle, will cross 
over to fight before the LORD, just as our lord says.” 
Nu. 32:28 Then Moses gave orders about them to Eleazar the priest and 
Joshua son of Nun and to the family heads of the Israelite 
tribes. 
Nu. 32:29 He said to them, “If the Gadites and Reubenites, every man 
armed for battle, cross over the Jordan with you before the 
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LORD, then when the land is subdued before you, give them 
the land of Gilead as their possession. 
Nu. 32:30 But if they do not cross over with you armed, they must 
accept their possession with you in Canaan.” 
Nu. 32:31 The Gadites and Reubenites answered, “Your servants will 
do what the LORD has said. 
Nu. 32:32 We will cross over before the LORD into Canaan armed, but 
the property we inherit will be on this side of the Jordan.” 

 Nu. 32:33 Then Moses gave to the Gadites, the Reubenites and the half tribe of 
Manasseh son of Joseph the kingdom of Sihon king 
of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan — 
the whole land with its cities and the territory around them. 
Nu. 32:34 The Gadites built up Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 
Nu. 32:35 Atroth Shophan, Jazer, Jogbehah, 
Nu. 32:36 Beth Nimrah and Beth Haran as fortified cities, and built pens 
for their flocks. 
Nu. 32:37 And the Reubenites rebuilt Heshbon, Elealeh and Kiriathaim, 



Nu. 32:38 as well as Nebo and Baal Meon (these names were changed) 
and Sibmah. They gave names to the cities they rebuilt. 
Nu. 32:39 The descendants of Makir son of Manasseh went to Gilead, 
captured it and drove out the Amorites who were there. 
Nu. 32:40 So Moses gave Gilead to the Makirites, the descendants of 
Manasseh, and they settled there. 
Nu. 32:41 Jair, a descendant of Manasseh, captured their settlements 
and called them Havvoth Jair. [Or them the settlements of 
Jair] 
Nu. 32:42 And Nobah captured Kenath and its surrounding settlements 
and called it Nobah after himself 
 
In Numbers 32, the tribes of Reuben and Gad approached Moses with a request to settle 
in the land of Gilead, which was on the eastern side of the Jordan River. They explained 
that the land was suitable for their livestock and they wished to remain there instead of 
crossing over the Jordan to the land of Canaan with the rest of the Israelites. Initially, 
Moses was unhappy with their request, concerned that it would discourage the other 
tribes from fighting to claim their promised land. However, the leaders of Reuben and 
Gad promised to send their men to fight alongside the other tribes until everyone had 
received their inheritance in the land. Moses agreed to their request on the condition that 
they keep their promise and fulfill their commitment to help the rest of the tribes. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 32 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "Now the people of Reuben and the people of Gad had a very great number of 
livestock. And they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, and behold, the 
place was a place for livestock." (Numbers 32:1) 

2. "And they said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to 
your servants for a possession. Do not take us across the Jordan.” (Numbers 32:5) 

3. "But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the people of Reuben, “Shall your 
brothers go to the war while you sit here?" (Numbers 32:6) 

4. "And behold, you have risen in your fathers' place, a brood of sinful men, to 
increase still more the fierce anger of the Lord against Israel!" (Numbers 32:14) 

5. "But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure 
your sin will find you out." (Numbers 32:23) 

 
Chapter 32 of the Book of Numbers tells the story of the tribes of Reuben and Gad, along 
with half of the tribe of Manasseh, requesting to settle in the land of Gilead instead of 
crossing over the Jordan River with the rest of the Israelites. Here's a reflection on some 
key themes and lessons from Numbers 32: 
 
Commitment to God's Promises: The chapter begins with the tribes of Reuben and Gad 
expressing their desire to settle in the land of Gilead, which was already conquered and 
suitable for their livestock. Moses, concerned about the tribes' reluctance to cross the 
Jordan and fulfill God's promise of the Promised Land, challenges them to remain 
faithful to God's plan. 



Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of remaining committed to God's 
promises. It reminds us that sometimes our own desires and comfort may tempt us to 
deviate from God's plans. It prompts us to consider whether we are fully embracing God's 
promises for our lives or seeking alternatives that may hinder our spiritual growth. By 
staying faithful to God's plan, we position ourselves to receive His blessings and 
experience His purposes fulfilled. 
 
Unity and Collaboration: Moses responds to the tribes of Reuben and Gad by cautioning 
them about the negative impact their decision could have on the unity of the Israelite 
community. He emphasizes the importance of all the tribes working together and 
fulfilling their collective mission. 
Reflection: This chapter emphasizes the significance of unity and collaboration within the 
community of believers. It reminds us that our individual decisions can have an impact 
on the broader body of believers. It prompts us to prioritize unity, cooperation, and the 
greater good of the community. By working together and supporting one another, we can 
strengthen the body of Christ and effectively fulfill God's mission. 
 
Fulfilling Responsibilities: Moses grants the tribes of Reuben and Gad permission to 
settle in the land of Gilead on the condition that they first assist in conquering the 
Promised Land alongside the other tribes. They agree to fulfill their responsibilities and 
fight alongside their fellow Israelites before settling in their desired land. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the importance of fulfilling our responsibilities and 
honoring our commitments. It reminds us that we have a role to play in the collective 
mission of God's people. It prompts us to faithfully carry out our obligations and 
contribute to the advancement of God's kingdom. By embracing our responsibilities, we 
demonstrate our dedication to God and our commitment to His purposes. 
 
Integrity and Accountability: The tribes of Reuben and Gad make a vow to fulfill their 
agreement with Moses and the other tribes. They commit to crossing over the Jordan and 
assisting in the conquest before settling in Gilead. 
Reflection: This chapter underscores the significance of integrity and accountability in 
our words and actions. It prompts us to honor our commitments and follow through on 
our promises. It reminds us that our integrity and reliability are vital for building trust and 
maintaining healthy relationships. By being people of integrity and accountability, we 
reflect God's faithfulness and bring glory to His name. 
 
Overall, Numbers 32 addresses themes of commitment to God's promises, unity and 
collaboration, fulfilling responsibilities, and integrity and accountability. By reflecting on 
these themes, we can recommit ourselves to God's plans, prioritize unity within the body 
of believers, fulfill our responsibilities in God's mission, and demonstrate integrity and 
accountability in our words and actions. 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 33 
Nu. 33:1 Here are the stages in the journey of the Israelites when they 



came out of Egypt by divisions under the leadership of Moses 
and Aaron. 
Nu. 33:2 At the LORD’s command Moses recorded the stages in their 
journey. This is their journey by stages: 
Nu. 33:3 The Israelites set out from Rameses on the fifteenth day of 
the first month, the day after the Passover. They marched out 
boldly in full view of all the Egyptians, 
Nu. 33:4 who were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had 
struck down among them; for the LORD had brought 
judgment on their gods. 
Nu. 33:5 The Israelites left Rameses and camped at Succoth. 
Nu. 33:6 They left Succoth and camped at Etham, on the edge of the 
desert. 
Nu. 33:7 They left Etham, turned back to Pi Hahiroth, to the east of 
Baal Zephon, and camped near Migdol. 
Nu. 33:8 They left Pi Hahiroth [Many manuscripts of the Masoretic 
Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Vulgate; most manuscripts 
of the Masoretic Text left from before Hahiroth] and passed 
through the sea into the desert, and when they had travelled 
for three days in the Desert of Etham, they camped at Marah. 
Nu. 33:9 They left Marah and went to Elim, where there were twelve 
springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there. 
Nu. 33:10 They left Elim and camped by the Red Sea. [Hebrew Yam 
Suph; that is, Sea of Reeds; also in verse 11] 
Nu. 33:11 They left the Red Sea and camped in the Desert of Sin. 
Nu. 33:12 They left the Desert of Sin and camped at Dophkah. 
Nu. 33:13 They left Dophkah and camped at Alush. 
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Nu. 33:14 They left Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no 
water for the people to drink. 
Nu. 33:15 They left Rephidim and camped in the Desert of Sinai. 
Nu. 33:16 They left the Desert of Sinai and camped at Kibroth 
Hattaavah. 
Nu. 33:17 They left Kibroth Hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth. 
Nu. 33:18 They left Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah. 
Nu. 33:19 They left Rithmah and camped at Rimmon Perez. 
Nu. 33:20 They left Rimmon Perez and camped at Libnah. 
Nu. 33:21 They left Libnah and camped at Rissah. 
Nu. 33:22 They left Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. 
Nu. 33:23 They left Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 
Nu. 33:24 They left Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. 
Nu. 33:25 They left Haradah and camped at Makheloth. 
Nu. 33:26 They left Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 
Nu. 33:27 They left Tahath and camped at Terah. 
Nu. 33:28 They left Terah and camped at Mithcah. 
Nu. 33:29 They left Mithcah and camped at Hashmonah. 



Nu. 33:30 They left Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth. 
Nu. 33:31 They left Moseroth and camped at Bene Jaakan. 
Nu. 33:32 They left Bene Jaakan and camped at Hor Haggidgad. 
Nu. 33:33 They left Hor Haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah. 
Nu. 33:34 They left Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 
Nu. 33:35 They left Abronah and camped at Ezion Geber. 
Nu. 33:36 They left Ezion Geber and camped at Kadesh, in the Desert 
of Zin. 
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Nu. 33:37 They left Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, on the border of 
Edom. 
Nu. 33:38 At the LORD’s command Aaron the priest went up Mount 
Hor, where he died on the first day of the fifth month of the 
fortieth year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. 
Nu. 33:39 Aaron was a hundred and twenty-three years old when he 
died on Mount Hor. 
Nu. 33:40 The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev of 
Canaan, heard that the Israelites were coming. 
Nu. 33:41 They left Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah. 
Nu. 33:42 They left Zalmonah and camped at Punon. 
Nu. 33:43 They left Punon and camped at Oboth. 
Nu. 33:44 They left Oboth and camped at Iye Abarim, on the border of 
Moab. 
Nu. 33:45 They left Iyim [That is, Iye Abarim] and camped at Dibon 
Gad. 
Nu. 33:46 They left Dibon Gad and camped at Almon Diblathaim. 
Nu. 33:47 They left Almon Diblathaim and camped in the mountains of 
Abarim, near Nebo. 
Nu. 33:48 They left the mountains of Abarim and camped on the plains 
of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho. [Hebrew Jordan 
of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River; 
also in verse 50] 
Nu. 33:49 There on the plains of Moab they camped along the Jordan 
from Beth Jeshimoth to Abel Shittim. 
Nu. 33:50 On the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho the 
LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 33:51 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you cross the 
Jordan into Canaan, 
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Nu. 33:52 drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you. Destroy 
all their carved images and their cast idols, and demolish all 
their high places. 
Nu. 33:53 Take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given 
you the land to possess. 
Nu. 33:54 Distribute the land by lot, according to your clans. To a 
larger group give a larger inheritance, and to a smaller group 



a smaller one. Whatever falls to them by lot will be theirs. 
Distribute it according to your ancestral tribes. 
Nu. 33:55 “‘But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land, those 
you allow to remain will become barbs in your eyes and 
thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the land 
where you will live. 
Nu. 33:56 And then I will do to you what I plan to do to them.’” 
 
 
In Numbers 33, God instructs Moses to record the journey of the Israelites from Egypt to 
the plains of Moab, near the Jordan River. The chapter lists the various stops made along 
the way, including the Red Sea, Mount Sinai, and various other locations. The journey is 
recorded in detail, including the various campsites and the distance between each stop. 
The chapter emphasizes the faithfulness of God in guiding and providing for the Israelites 
throughout their journey, despite their disobedience and rebellion at times. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 33 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of 
Egypt by their companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron." (Numbers 
33:1) 

2. "Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by command of the Lord, 
and these are their stages according to their starting places." (Numbers 33:2) 

3. "They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month. On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went out triumphantly 
in the sight of all the Egyptians," (Numbers 33:3) 

4. "For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the Lord had struck 
down among them. On their gods also the Lord executed judgments." (Numbers 
33:4) 

5. "And the people of Israel set out from Succoth and encamped at Etham, which is 
on the edge of the wilderness." (Numbers 33:5) 

6. "And they set out from before Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea 
into the wilderness, and they went a three days' journey in the wilderness of 
Etham and camped at Marah." (Numbers 33:8) 

7. "And they set out from Marah and came to Elim; at Elim there were twelve 
springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there." (Numbers 33:9) 

8. "And they set out from the Red Sea and camped in the wilderness of Sin." 
(Numbers 33:11) 

9. "They set out from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth." (Numbers 33:17) 
10. "And they set out from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of 

Moab by the Jordan at Jericho;" (Numbers 33:49) 
These are some of the key verses in Chapter 33 of the Book of Numbers that list the 
stages of Israel's journey from Egypt to the plains of Moab. 
 
Chapter 33 of the Book of Numbers provides a detailed account of the Israelites' journey 
from Egypt to the plains of Moab. It lists each location where they camped along the 



way, recalling the significant milestones of their wilderness wanderings. Here's a 
reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 33: 
 
God's Faithfulness and Guidance: The chapter highlights God's faithfulness and guidance 
throughout the Israelites' journey. It recounts how God led them step by step, providing 
for their needs, protecting them from enemies, and guiding them through unfamiliar 
territory. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's unwavering faithfulness and guidance in our 
own lives. It prompts us to reflect on the various stages of our personal journey and 
recognize how God has been present and active in each step. It encourages us to trust in 
His leading, even when the path seems uncertain or challenging. By looking back on 
God's faithfulness, we can find confidence and reassurance for the future. 
 
Remembrance and Gratitude: The chapter serves as a call to remember and reflect on the 
journey the Israelites have undertaken. It emphasizes the importance of gratitude for 
God's provision and deliverance throughout their wilderness wanderings. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to cultivate a spirit of remembrance and gratitude. It 
encourages us to reflect on the ways God has led us, provided for us, and protected us in 
our own journey of faith. It invites us to express gratitude for His faithfulness and the 
blessings He has bestowed upon us. By intentionally remembering and giving thanks, we 
develop a deeper appreciation for God's work in our lives. 
 
Learning from Past Mistakes: The chapter also mentions some of the places where the 
Israelites experienced challenges, rebellion, and consequences for their disobedience. It 
serves as a reminder of the importance of learning from past mistakes and seeking to 
grow in faith and obedience. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the significance of learning from past experiences and 
seeking personal growth. It prompts us to reflect on our own journey and consider areas 
where we may have faltered or struggled. It encourages us to repent, seek God's 
forgiveness, and make changes that align with His will. By learning from our past 
mistakes, we can grow in faith and walk more closely with God. 
 
The Fulfillment of God's Promises: The chapter concludes with a reminder of the nearing 
fulfillment of God's promise to give the Israelites possession of the Promised Land. It 
foreshadows their imminent arrival and serves as a reminder of God's faithfulness in 
fulfilling His covenant. 
Reflection: This chapter points us to the fulfillment of God's promises in our lives. It 
reminds us that God's faithfulness extends beyond the journey and leads us to our 
ultimate destination. It encourages us to trust in God's promises and anticipate His 
fulfillment in His perfect timing. By holding onto the assurance of His faithfulness, we 
can find hope and perseverance as we press onward in our journey of faith. 
 
Overall, Numbers 33 addresses themes of God's faithfulness and guidance, remembrance 
and gratitude, learning from past mistakes, and the fulfillment of God's promises. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can appreciate God's faithfulness in our journey, cultivate 
gratitude, seek personal growth, and trust in the fulfillment of His promises in our lives. 



 
 
CHAPTER 34 
Nu. 34:1 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 34:2 “Command the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter 
Canaan, the land that will be allotted to you as an inheritance 
will have these boundaries: 
Nu. 34:3 “‘Your southern side will include some of the Desert of Zin 
along the border of Edom. On the east, your southern 
boundary will start from the end of the Salt Sea, [That is, the 
Dead Sea; also in verse 12] 
Nu. 34:4 cross south of Scorpion [Hebrew Akrabbim] Pass, continue 
on to Zin and go south of Kadesh Barnea. Then it will go to 
Hazar Addar and over to Azmon, 
Nu. 34:5 where it will turn, join the Wadi of Egypt and end at the Sea. 
[That is, the Mediterranean; also in verses 6 and 7] 
Nu. 34:6 “‘Your western boundary will be the coast of the Great Sea. 
This will be your boundary on the west. 
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Nu. 34:7 “‘For your northern boundary, run a line from the Great Sea 
to Mount Hor 
Nu. 34:8 and from Mount Hor to Lebo [Or to the entrance to] 
Hamath. Then the boundary will go to Zedad, 
Nu. 34:9 continue to Ziphron and end at Hazar Enan. This will be your 
boundary on the north. 
Nu. 34:10 “‘For your eastern boundary, run a line from Hazar Enan to 
Shepham. 
Nu. 34:11 The boundary will go down from Shepham to Riblah on the 
east side of Ain and continue along the slopes east of the Sea 
of Kinnereth. [That is, Galilee] 
Nu. 34:12 Then the boundary will go down along the Jordan and end at 
the Salt Sea. “‘This will be your land, with its boundaries on 
every side.’” 
Nu. 34:13 Moses commanded the Israelites: “Assign this land by lot as 
an inheritance. The LORD has ordered that it be given to the 
nine and a half tribes, 
Nu. 34:14 because the families of the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh have received their 
inheritance. 
Nu. 34:15 These two and a half tribes have received their inheritance on 
the east side of the Jordan of Jericho, [Jordan of Jericho was 
possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River.] towards the 
sunrise.” 
Nu. 34:16 The LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 34:17 “These are the names of the men who are to assign the land 
for you as an inheritance: Eleazar the priest and Joshua son of 



Nun. 
Nu. 34:18 And appoint one leader from each tribe to help assign the 
land. 
Nu. 34:19 These are their names: Caleb son of Jephunneh, from the 
tribe of Judah; 
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Nu. 34:20 Shemuel son of Ammihud, from the tribe of Simeon; 
Nu. 34:21 Elidad son of Kislon, from the tribe of Benjamin; 
Nu. 34:22 Bukki son of Jogli, the leader from the tribe of Dan; 
Nu. 34:23 Hanniel son of Ephod, the leader from the tribe of Manasseh 
son of Joseph; 
Nu. 34:24 Kemuel son of Shiphtan, the leader from the tribe of Ephraim 
son of Joseph; 
Nu. 34:25 Elizaphan son of Parnach, the leader from the tribe of 
Zebulun; 
Nu. 34:26 Paltiel son of Azzan, the leader from the tribe of Issachar; 
Nu. 34:27 Ahihud son of Shelomi, the leader from the tribe of Asher; 
Nu. 34:28 Pedahel son of Ammihud, the leader from the tribe of 
Naphtali.” 
Nu. 34:29 These are the men the LORD commanded to assign the 
inheritance to the Israelites in the land of Canaan. 
 
In Numbers Chapter 34, God instructs Moses to command the Israelites to take 
possession of the land of Canaan, which He has promised to give to them. The chapter 
contains detailed descriptions of the boundaries of the land, as well as the specific leaders 
who were appointed to help divide it among the tribes of Israel. The chapter concludes by 
reiterating the importance of the Israelites fulfilling their duty to conquer and settle the 
land that God has given them. 
 
The key verses in chapter 34 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. Then the Lord said to Moses, 
2. “Command the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter Canaan, the land that 

will be allotted to you as an inheritance is to have these boundaries: 
3. “‘Your southern side will include some of the Desert of Zin along the border of 

Edom. Your southern boundary will start in the east from the southern end of the 
Dead Sea, 

4. cross south of Scorpion Pass, continue on to Zin and go south of Kadesh Barnea. 
Then it will go to Hazar Addar and over to Azmon, 

5. where it will turn, join the Wadi of Egypt and end at the Mediterranean Sea. 
6. “‘Your western boundary will be the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. This will be 

your boundary on the west. 
7. “‘For your northern boundary, run a line from the Mediterranean Sea to Mount 

Hor 
8. and from Mount Hor to Lebo Hamath. Then the boundary will go to Zedad, 
9. continue to Ziphron and end at Hazar Enan. This will be your boundary on the 

north. 



10. “‘For your eastern boundary, run a line from Hazar Enan to Shepham. 
11. The boundary will go down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of Ain and 

continue along the slopes east of the Sea of Galilee. 
12. Then the boundary will go down along the Jordan and end at the Dead Sea. 
13. “‘Moses commanded the Israelites: “Assign this land by lot as an inheritance. The 

Lord has ordered that it be given to the nine and a half tribes, 
14. because the families of the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh have received their inheritance. 
15. These two and a half tribes have received their inheritance east of the Jordan 

across from Jericho, toward the sunrise.” 
 
Chapter 34 of the Book of Numbers outlines the boundaries of the Promised Land that 
God instructs Moses to assign to the Israelites once they enter Canaan. Here's a reflection 
on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 34: 
 
God's Faithfulness in Fulfilling His Promises: In this chapter, God fulfills His promise to 
give the Israelites possession of the Promised Land by providing them with specific 
boundaries. He instructs Moses to divide the land among the tribes of Israel. 
Reflection: This chapter serves as a reminder of God's faithfulness in fulfilling His 
promises. It highlights His commitment to guide and provide for His people. It prompts 
us to trust in God's faithfulness in our own lives, knowing that He will fulfill His 
promises to us as well. By placing our confidence in God's faithfulness, we can navigate 
life's challenges with hope and assurance. 
 
Stewardship of the Land: The chapter emphasizes the importance of stewardship as the 
Israelites are instructed to divide and apportion the land among the tribes. The boundaries 
are defined to ensure that each tribe receives a fair and equitable portion of the 
inheritance. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of stewardship in our lives. It 
prompts us to consider how we manage and utilize the resources and blessings entrusted 
to us by God. It encourages us to be good stewards of the environment, our relationships, 
and the gifts God has given us. By practicing responsible stewardship, we honor God and 
contribute to the well-being of others. 
 
Unity and Cooperation: The division of the land requires unity and cooperation among 
the tribes of Israel. The chapter emphasizes the need for collaboration and fairness in the 
distribution of the inheritance. 
Reflection: This chapter highlights the significance of unity and cooperation within the 
community of believers. It reminds us that we are called to work together and support one 
another for the greater good. It prompts us to seek unity in the body of Christ and 
embrace collaboration in our relationships and ministries. By valuing unity and 
cooperation, we reflect God's heart and build a stronger community. 
 
Contentment and Gratitude: The chapter concludes by outlining the borders of the land, 
specifying the tribes that will receive their portions. The Israelites were to be content with 
the land that God had assigned to them and express gratitude for His provision. 



Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the importance of contentment and gratitude in our 
lives. It prompts us to be satisfied with what God has given us and avoid comparison or 
envy. It encourages us to cultivate a spirit of gratitude, recognizing God's provision and 
blessings. By cultivating contentment and gratitude, we experience greater joy and peace 
in our journey of faith. 
 
Overall, Numbers 34 addresses themes of God's faithfulness in fulfilling His promises, 
stewardship of the land, unity and cooperation, and contentment and gratitude. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can trust in God's faithfulness, practice responsible 
stewardship, foster unity and cooperation, and cultivate contentment and gratitude in our 
lives. 
 
 
CHAPTER 35 
Nu. 35:1 On the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 
[Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; possibly an ancient name for the 
Jordan River] the LORD said to Moses, 
Nu. 35:2 “Command the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live in 
from the inheritance the Israelites will possess. And give them 
pasture-lands around the towns. 
Nu. 35:3 Then they will have towns to live in and pasture-lands for 
their cattle, flocks and all their other livestock. 
Nu. 35:4 “The pasture-lands around the towns that you give the 
Levites will extend out fifteen hundred feet [Hebrew a 
thousand cubits (about 450 metres)] from the town wall. 
Nu. 35:5 Outside the town, measure three thousand feet [Hebrew two 
thousand cubits (about 900 metres)] on the east side, three 
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thousand on the south side, three thousand on the west and 
three thousand on the north, with the town in the centre. 
They will have this area as pasture-land for the towns. 
Nu. 35:6 “Six of the towns you give the Levites will be cities of refuge, 
to which a person who has killed someone may flee. In 
addition, give them forty-two other towns. 
Nu. 35:7 In all you must give the Levites forty-eight towns, together 
with their pasture-lands. 
Nu. 35:8 The towns you give the Levites from the land the Israelites 
possess are to be given in proportion to the inheritance of 
each tribe: Take many towns from a tribe that has many, but 
few from one that has few.” 
Nu. 35:9 Then the LORD said to Moses: 
Nu. 35:10 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you cross the 
Jordan into Canaan, 
Nu. 35:11 select some towns to be your cities of refuge, to which a 
person who has killed someone accidentally may flee. 
Nu. 35:12 They will be places of refuge from the avenger, so that a 



person accused of murder may not die before he stands trial 
before the assembly. 
Nu. 35:13 These six towns you give will be your cities of refuge. 
Nu. 35:14 Give three on this side of the Jordan and three in Canaan as 
cities of refuge. 
Nu. 35:15 These six towns will be a place of refuge for Israelites, aliens 
and any other people living among them, so that anyone who 
has killed another accidentally can flee there. 
Nu. 35:16 “‘If a man strikes someone with an iron object so that he dies, 
he is a murderer; the murderer shall be put to death. 
Nu. 35:17 Or if anyone has a stone in his hand that could kill, and he 
strikes someone so that he dies, he is a murderer; the 
murderer shall be put to death. 
415 
Nu. 35:18 Or if anyone has a wooden object in his hand that could kill, 
and he hits someone so that he dies, he is a murderer; the 
murderer shall be put to death. 
Nu. 35:19 The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death; when 
he meets him, he shall put him to death. 
Nu. 35:20 If anyone with malice aforethought pushes another or throws 
something at him intentionally so that he dies 
Nu. 35:21 or if in hostility he hits him with his fist so that he dies, that 
person shall be put to death; he is a murderer. The avenger of 
blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him. 
Nu. 35:22 “‘But if without hostility someone suddenly pushes another 
or throws something at him unintentionally 
Num. 35:23 or, without seeing him, drops a stone on him that could kill 
him, and he dies, then since he was not his enemy and he did 
not intend to harm him, 
Nu. 35:24 the assembly must judge between him and the avenger of 
blood according to these regulations. 
Nu. 35:25 The assembly must protect the one accused of murder from 
the avenger of blood and send him back to the city of refuge 
to which he fled. He must stay there until the death of the 
high priest, who was anointed with holy oil. 
Nu. 35:26 “‘But if the accused ever goes outside the limits of the city of 
refuge to which he has fled 
Nu. 35:27 and the avenger of blood finds him outside the city, the 
avenger of blood may kill the accused without being guilty of 
murder. 
Nu. 35:28 The accused must stay in his city of refuge until the death of 
the high priest; only after the death of the high priest may he 
return to his own property. 
Nu. 35:29 “‘These are to be legal requirements for you throughout the 
generations to come, wherever you live. 
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Nu. 35:30 “‘Anyone who kills a person is to be put to death as a 
murderer only on the testimony of witnesses. But no-one is to 
be put to death on the testimony of only one witness. 
Nu. 35:31 “‘Do not accept a ransom for the life of a murderer, who 
deserves to die. He must surely be put to death. 
Nu. 35:32 “‘Do not accept a ransom for anyone who has fled to a city 
of refuge and so allow him to go back and live on his own 
land before the death of the high priest. 
Nu. 35:33 “‘Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes 
the land, and atonement cannot be made for the land on 
which blood has been shed, except by the blood of the one 
who shed it. 
Nu. 35:34 Do not defile the land where you live and where I dwell, for 
I, the LORD, dwell among the Israelites.’” 
 
In Chapter 35 of the Book of Numbers, God commanded Moses to designate cities of 
refuge for those who unintentionally caused the death of another person. These cities 
were meant to provide a safe place for the accused to await a fair trial rather than be 
subjected to vigilante justice. The chapter provides specific instructions for the 
establishment and maintenance of these cities, including their geographic location, the 
necessary infrastructure for the cities, and the legal procedures for someone to take refuge 
there. The chapter also specifies the laws regarding murder and manslaughter and 
emphasizes the importance of justice for all. 
 
Here are some key verses from Numbers 35 in the Christian Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 
'Command the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live in from the inheritance 
the Israelites will possess. And give them pasturelands around the towns.'" 
(Numbers 35:1-2) 

 "Six of the towns you give the Levites will be cities of refuge, to which a person 
who has killed someone may flee. In addition, give them forty-two other towns." 
(Numbers 35:6-7) 

 "This is to be a statutory ordinance for you throughout your generations, wherever 
you live." (Numbers 35:29) 

 "Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes the land, and 
atonement cannot be made for the land on which blood has been shed, except by 
the blood of the one who shed it." (Numbers 35:33) 

These verses discuss the commandment for the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live 
in and pasturelands around them, as well as establishing cities of refuge where those who 
have accidentally killed someone can flee for protection. The final verses emphasize the 
importance of not polluting the land with bloodshed and the need for atonement in such 
cases. 
 
Chapter 35 of the Book of Numbers discusses the establishment of cities of refuge for 
those who unintentionally cause the death of another person. These cities were designated 



as safe havens where individuals could find protection from potential avengers seeking 
revenge. Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 35: 
 
Justice and Mercy: The chapter highlights the balance between justice and mercy in 
dealing with unintentional acts that result in the loss of life. God commands the Israelites 
to set aside cities of refuge where those who accidentally cause someone's death can seek 
shelter and fair treatment. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to consider the importance of justice and mercy in 
our own lives. It reminds us that while justice must be upheld, mercy and compassion 
should also be extended, particularly in cases where harm is unintentional. It encourages 
us to seek a balance between accountability and grace in our interactions with others. By 
embodying both justice and mercy, we reflect God's character and contribute to a more 
just and compassionate society. 
 
Provision of Safety: The establishment of cities of refuge demonstrates God's care for 
individuals who find themselves in vulnerable situations. These cities offered a place of 
protection and security, allowing those who sought refuge to be shielded from potential 
harm. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of God's concern for our safety and well-being. It 
reassures us that God provides places of refuge in times of trouble and danger. It 
encourages us to trust in His protection and seek shelter in Him when we face challenges 
or threats. By placing our trust in God's provision of safety, we find comfort and peace 
amidst life's uncertainties. 
 
Responsibility and Consequences: The chapter also discusses the responsibility of the 
person who caused the accidental death. It highlights the need for accountability and the 
understanding that even unintentional actions have consequences. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to recognize our responsibility for our actions, even 
if they are unintentional. It reminds us that our choices and behaviors can have far-
reaching effects on others. It encourages us to take ownership of our actions, seek 
reconciliation where possible, and learn from our mistakes. By embracing responsibility 
and being mindful of our actions, we contribute to a healthier and more compassionate 
society. 
 
Seeking God's Wisdom: The chapter emphasizes the importance of seeking God's 
wisdom in matters of justice and resolving disputes. The leaders and judges were 
responsible for determining the guilt or innocence of those who sought refuge in the 
cities. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the significance of seeking God's wisdom and 
guidance in our decision-making processes. It encourages us to turn to Him for 
discernment and understanding, particularly in matters of justice and conflict resolution. 
It prompts us to seek His wisdom and rely on His guidance to ensure fair and just 
outcomes. By seeking God's wisdom, we align ourselves with His purposes and 
contribute to the establishment of righteousness in our communities. 
 



Overall, Numbers 35 addresses themes of justice and mercy, provision of safety, 
responsibility and consequences, and seeking God's wisdom. By reflecting on these 
themes, we can strive to uphold justice with compassion, trust in God's provision of 
refuge, embrace responsibility for our actions, and seek God's wisdom in all aspects of 
life. 
 
 
CHAPTER 36 
Nu. 36:1 The family heads of the clan of Gilead son of Makir, the son 
of Manasseh, who were from the clans of the descendants of 
Joseph, came and spoke before Moses and the leaders, the 
heads of the Israelite families. 
Nu. 36:2 They said, “When the LORD commanded my lord to give the 
land as an inheritance to the Israelites by lot, he ordered you 
to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his 
daughters. 
Nu. 36:3 Now suppose they marry men from other Israelite tribes; then 
their inheritance will be taken from our ancestral inheritance 
and added to that of the tribe they marry into. And so part of 
the inheritance allotted to us will be taken away. 
Nu. 36:4 When the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, their 
inheritance will be added to that of the tribe into which they 
marry, and their property will be taken from the tribal 
inheritance of our forefathers.” 
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Nu. 36:5 Then at the LORD’s command Moses gave this order to the 
Israelites: “What the tribe of the descendants of Joseph is 
saying is right. 
Nu. 36:6 This is what the LORD commands for Zelophehad’s 
daughters: They may marry anyone they please as long as 
they marry within the tribal clan of their father. 
Nu. 36:7 No inheritance in Israel is to pass from tribe to tribe, for 
every Israelite shall keep the tribal land inherited from his 
forefathers. 
Nu. 36:8 Every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must 
marry someone in her father’s tribal clan, so that every 
Israelite will possess the inheritance of his fathers. 
Nu. 36:9 No inheritance may pass from tribe to tribe, for each Israelite 
tribe is to keep the land it inherits.” 
Nu. 36:10 So Zelophehad’s daughters did as the LORD commanded 
Moses. 
Nu. 36:11 Zelophehad’s daughters — Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah 
and Noah — married their cousins on their father’s side. 
Nu. 36:12 They married within the clans of the descendants of 
Manasseh son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in 
their father’s clan and tribe. 



Nu. 36:13 These are the commands and regulations the LORD gave 
through Moses to the Israelites on the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan across from Jericho. [Hebrew Jordan of Jericho; 
possibly an ancient name for the Jordan River] 
 
Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers concludes the book with a discussion of the 
inheritance of land among the tribes of Israel. The chapter begins with the heads of the 
tribe of Manasseh coming to Moses and asking for a ruling on the issue of the inheritance 
of their late father, Zelophehad. The daughters of Zelophehad had inherited their father's 
portion of the land, but the leaders of Manasseh were concerned that if they married 
outside of the tribe, the land would pass to another tribe and their own would lose the 
inheritance. 
Moses consulted with God and received a ruling that if a daughter inherited land, she 
must marry within her tribe in order to ensure that the land remained with the tribe. The 
chapter concludes with a statement that the daughters of Zelophehad obeyed this 
commandment and married within their tribe. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

1. "The family heads of the clan of Gilead son of Makir, the son of Manasseh, who 
were from the clans of the descendants of Joseph, came and spoke before Moses 
and the leaders, the heads of the Israelite families." (Numbers 36:1) 

2. "They said, “When the Lord commanded my lord to give the land as an 
inheritance to the Israelites by lot, he ordered you to give the inheritance of our 
brother Zelophehad to his daughters." (Numbers 36:2) 

3. "Now suppose they marry men from other Israelite tribes; then their inheritance 
will be taken from our ancestral inheritance and added to that of the tribe they 
marry into. And so part of the inheritance allotted to us will be taken away." 
(Numbers 36:3) 

4. "When the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, their inheritance will be added 
to that of the tribe into which they marry, and their property will be taken from 
the tribal inheritance of our ancestors.” (Numbers 36:4) 

5. "Then at the Lord’s command Moses gave this order to the Israelites: “What the 
tribe of the descendants of Joseph is saying is right." (Numbers 36:5) 

6. "This is what the Lord commands for Zelophehad’s daughters: They may marry 
anyone they please as long as they marry within their father’s tribal clan." 
(Numbers 36:6) 

7. "No inheritance in Israel is to pass from one tribe to another, for every Israelite 
shall keep the tribal inheritance of their ancestors." (Numbers 36:7) 

8. "Every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must marry someone in 
her father’s tribal clan, so that every Israelite will possess the inheritance of their 
ancestors." (Numbers 36:8) 

These verses describe the concern of the clan of Gilead regarding the inheritance of 
Zelophehad's daughters and the tribe of Manasseh. They bring their concern to Moses 
and the leaders, and Moses consults with God on the matter. God commands that the 
daughters may marry within their father's tribal clan to preserve their inheritance and 
prevent it from being transferred to another tribe. The chapter ends with the instruction 



that every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must marry someone in her 
father's tribal clan to ensure that every Israelite possesses the inheritance of their 
ancestors. 
 
Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers concludes the book by addressing the concerns 
raised by the daughters of Zelophehad regarding inheritance. These women had inherited 
their father's land but were worried about potentially losing it if they married outside their 
tribe. In response, God provides a solution to ensure that tribal inheritances remain intact. 
Here's a reflection on some key themes and lessons from Numbers 36: 
 
Equality and Fairness: The chapter highlights the importance of equality and fairness in 
the distribution of land and inheritance. The daughters of Zelophehad raised a legitimate 
concern about potentially losing their inheritance if they married men from other tribes. 
God establishes a guideline to ensure that tribal inheritances are preserved. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to reflect on the value of equality and fairness in our 
own lives. It reminds us to consider the rights and concerns of all individuals, particularly 
those who may be marginalized or disadvantaged. It encourages us to strive for equitable 
treatment and opportunities for everyone, recognizing the inherent worth and dignity of 
each person. By championing equality and fairness, we contribute to a more just and 
inclusive society. 
 
Preserving Heritage and Identity: The chapter emphasizes the importance of preserving 
tribal heritage and identity. God's solution ensures that tribal lands remain within the 
designated tribes, preventing the potential loss of ancestral inheritance. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to value and preserve our heritage and identity. It 
encourages us to understand and appreciate our roots, cultural background, and family 
history. It also reminds us of the significance of passing down generational blessings and 
legacies to future generations. By embracing and preserving our heritage, we honor the 
sacrifices and experiences of those who came before us. 
 
Trusting in God's Wisdom: The resolution provided by God in this chapter demonstrates 
the importance of trusting in His wisdom and guidance. The leaders and people of Israel 
follow God's commandment and implement the solution for preserving tribal 
inheritances. 
Reflection: This chapter reminds us of the necessity of trusting in God's wisdom and 
guidance in all aspects of life. It encourages us to seek His direction and trust in His 
sovereign plan, even when faced with complex or challenging situations. It prompts us to 
rely on His wisdom rather than relying solely on our own understanding. By trusting in 
God's wisdom, we find reassurance and confidence in navigating life's complexities. 
 
Balancing Individual and Community Needs: The chapter addresses the tension between 
individual desires and the welfare of the larger community. While the daughters of 
Zelophehad sought to protect their individual inheritance, God establishes guidelines to 
ensure the integrity of the tribal structure. 
Reflection: This chapter prompts us to consider the balance between individual needs and 
the well-being of the community. It encourages us to seek solutions that honor both 



individual rights and the collective welfare. It reminds us of the importance of 
considering the broader impact of our actions and decisions. By striving for a balance 
between individual and community needs, we contribute to the flourishing of society as a 
whole. 
 
Overall, Numbers 36 addresses themes of equality and fairness, preserving heritage and 
identity, trusting in God's wisdom, and balancing individual and community needs. By 
reflecting on these themes, we can advocate for equality and fairness, value and preserve 
our heritage, trust in God's guidance, and seek solutions that consider both individual and 
community well-being. 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 
 
Here are some of the most difficult questions in the book of Numbers with no definitive 
answers: 

1. What was the exact nature of the "fire" that destroyed Korah and his followers in 
chapter 16? 

2. Why did God command the Israelites to take a census, given that He already 
knew their number? 

3. What was the significance of the various numbers in the various censuses 
recorded in the book of Numbers? 

4. What was the "water of impurity" mentioned in chapter 19, and how did it work 
to purify those who had come into contact with the dead? 

5. Why did God order the extermination of the Midianites in chapter 31, including 
women and children? 

6. What was the exact location of the wilderness of Paran where the Israelites 
camped in chapter 12? 

7. What is the meaning of the prophetic utterance of Balaam's donkey in chapter 22, 
and how did the animal speak? 

8. Why did God allow the Israelites to be bitten by poisonous snakes in chapter 21, 
and how did the bronze serpent on a pole provide a cure? 

These are just a few examples of the many difficult and complex questions that arise 
from a careful reading of the book of Numbers. 
 
 


