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Heavenly Father, , we come before you in prayer, seeking understanding and guidance regarding 
the issues of unfairness, poverty, and illness that exist in our world. We acknowledge that you are 
a loving God, and we trust in your wisdom and compassion. 

We pray for those who are experiencing unfairness and injustice in various aspects of their lives. 
May you intervene and bring about a society where every individual is treated with equality, 
dignity, and respect. Help us to address the root causes of inequality and work towards creating a 
more just and compassionate world. 

We lift up those who are facing poverty and economic hardship. Lord, we ask that you provide 
them with the necessary resources, opportunities, and support to meet their needs. Inspire us to 
be generous and compassionate, willing to extend a helping hand to those in need. 

We also pray for those who are afflicted by illness and disease. Bring healing to their bodies, 
minds, and spirits. Grant them strength, courage, and hope to face their challenges. Surround 
them with loving and supportive communities who can provide care and comfort during difficult 
times. 

Lord, we know that we live in a fallen world, where unfairness, poverty, and sickness exist. Help 
us to understand that these are not the results of your will, but rather the consequences of human 
brokenness and sin. Empower us to be agents of change, working towards a world where 
everyone can experience justice, prosperity, and good health. 

Guide us, O God, to be instruments of your love and compassion in addressing these issues. Help 
us to alleviate suffering, promote equality, and advocate for the well-being of all. May we be 
your hands and feet in the world, bringing hope and healing to those who are in need. 



We offer this prayer in faith, trusting in your love and sovereignty. May your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 

Genesis Chapter 16 

Genesis chapter 16 tells the story of Abram (later renamed Abraham) and his wife Sarai (later 
renamed Sarah) during a difficult period of waiting for God's promise. Here is a detailed 
explanation of the chapter: 

Setting the Scene: Sarai was unable to conceive a child, and she suggested to Abram that he 
should have a child with her Egyptian maidservant, Hagar. Abram listened to Sarai's suggestion 
and agreed to her proposal. 

Hagar's Pregnancy: Abram took Hagar as his wife, and she became pregnant. This caused tension 
and conflict between Sarai and Hagar. Sarai blamed Abram for the situation and felt despised by 
Hagar. 

Sarai's Mistreatment of Hagar: Sarai dealt harshly with Hagar, and Hagar fled from her presence, 
wandering in the wilderness. 

The Angel's Encounter with Hagar: In the wilderness, an angel of the Lord found Hagar by a 
spring of water. The angel asked her where she had come from and where she was going. Hagar 
replied that she was fleeing from Sarai. 

The Angel's Prophecy: The angel told Hagar to return to Sarai and submit herself under her 
authority. The angel also prophesied that Hagar would have a son and told her to name him 
Ishmael, which means "God hears." The angel further prophesied that Ishmael would be a wild 
man, with his hand against everyone and everyone's hand against him. 

Hagar's Response: Hagar recognized that she had encountered God and referred to Him as "the 
God who sees." She acknowledged that God had seen her in her distress and had heard her 
affliction. 

Hagar's Obedience: Hagar returned to Sarai and gave birth to Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six 
years old when Ishmael was born. 

 

This chapter presents several important themes and lessons: 

Impatience and Consequences: Sarai and Abram's impatience in waiting for God's promise led to 
the decision to have a child through Hagar. This decision resulted in conflict and suffering for all 
involved parties. It serves as a reminder that impatience and taking matters into our own hands 
can have negative consequences. 



God's Awareness and Care: The encounter between Hagar and the angel demonstrates that God 
sees and hears the plight of those who are suffering. God intervened in Hagar's situation and 
provided guidance, comfort, and a promise for her future. 

Submission and Obedience: The angel's instruction to Hagar to return to Sarai and submit herself 
highlights the importance of obedience even in difficult circumstances. Hagar's obedience led to 
the fulfillment of God's promise and the birth of Ishmael. 

God's Faithfulness: Despite the mistakes made by Sarai and Abram, God remained faithful to His 
promise to make Abram's descendants into a great nation. Ishmael became the father of twelve 
princes, as later revealed in Genesis. 

Overall, Genesis chapter 16 serves as a reminder of the complexities that arise when we try to 
fulfill God's promises in our own way and the importance of trusting in God's timing and 
faithfulness. 


