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2 Samuel

The book of 2 Samuel is the second of two historical books in the Old Testament of the
Christian Bible that tell the story of the reign of King David, who ruled over the united
kingdom of Israel and Judah from approximately 1010 to 970 BCE.

The book begins with David learning of the death of King Saul and his son Jonathan,
who were killed in battle against the Philistines. David, who had been anointed by the
prophet Samuel as Saul's successor, mourns their deaths and is then anointed king of
Judah. After a period of conflict and turmoil, David is eventually anointed king of all of
Israel.

During David's reign, he establishes Jerusalem as the capital city of Israel, brings the Ark
of the Covenant to Jerusalem, and conquers the surrounding nations, including the
Philistines, Moabites, and Ammonites. David also commits several notable sins,
including committing adultery with Bathsheba and having her husband Uriah killed in
battle.

The latter half of the book focuses on the struggles within David's own family. His son
Absalom rebels against him and tries to take the throne, leading to a bitter civil war.
David eventually defeats Absalom's forces, but is heartbroken by his son's death. Later,
another of David's sons, Adonijah, also attempts to seize the throne, but is thwarted by
David's supporters.

The book concludes with David's final words and a summary of his reign. Despite his
flaws, David is remembered as one of the greatest kings of Israel, and his dynasty will
continue through his son Solomon.

Chapter 1: The chapter begins with the news of the deaths of King Saul and his son
Jonathan, and David's response to their deaths.

Chapter 2: David becomes king of Judah, while the son of Saul, Ish-bosheth, becomes
king of Israel. This leads to a long period of conflict between the two factions.

Chapter 3: The chapter details the conflict between David and Ish-bosheth's supporters,
and the eventual assassination of Ish-bosheth. David is anointed as king of all Israel.



Chapter 4: The chapter details the assassination of Ish-bosheth's son, and David's
response to the murder.

Chapter 5: David becomes the king of all Israel, and captures Jerusalem from the
Jebusites, making it his capital city.

Chapter 6: David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, and there is a celebration.
Chapter 7: God promises to establish David's dynasty forever.

Chapter 8: David defeats the Philistines, Moabites, and other surrounding nations, and
establishes Israel as a regional power.

Chapter 9: David shows kindness to Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan.

Chapter 10: David defeats the Ammonites, but also creates enemies by mistreating their
king.

Chapter 11: David commits adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, and has Uriah
killed in battle.

Chapter 12: The prophet Nathan confronts David about his sins, and David repents.
However, the child born from the affair dies.

Chapter 13: David's son Amnon rapes his half-sister Tamar, leading to a family feud.
Chapter 14: Absalom, another of David's sons, returns from exile and reconciles with his
father.

Chapter 15: Absalom conspires to overthrow his father and becomes a leader of rebellion.
Chapter 16: David flees from Jerusalem and is cursed by Shimei.

Chapter 17: Absalom receives bad advice from his advisors and decides to pursue David,
leading to a battle.

Chapter 18: David's forces defeat Absalom's army, but Absalom is killed.

Chapter 19: David mourns the death of Absalom, and eventually returns to Jerusalem.
Chapter 20: Sheba leads a rebellion against David, but is eventually defeated.

Chapter 21: A famine strikes Israel, and David makes amends for Saul's mistreatment of
the Gibeonites.

Chapter 22: David sings a song of praise to God for delivering him from his enemies.
Chapter 23: A list of David's "mighty men" is given, along with some of their heroic
deeds.

Chapter 24: David orders a census of Israel, which angers God. God sends a plague, and
David repents.

Chapter 1 of the book of 2 Samuel begins with the news of King Saul's death in battle
against the Philistines. An Amalekite man claims that he had killed Saul at Saul's own
request, hoping to gain favor with David who had been anointed by Samuel as the next
king. However, David and his men mourn for Saul and Jonathan, his beloved friend, and
order the Amalekite to be put to death for killing the anointed king of Israel. David
composes a lament for Saul and Jonathan, in which he praises their bravery and mourns
their untimely deaths.

Here are some important verses from chapter 1 of the book of 2 Samuel:
1. "After the death of Saul, David returned from striking down the Amalekites and
stayed in Ziklag two days." (2 Samuel 1:1) - This verse sets the context for the
rest of the chapter.



2. "David asked him, "Why weren’t you afraid to lift your hand to destroy the Lord’s
anointed?" (2 Samuel 1:14) - This verse shows David's attitude towards the man
who claimed to have killed Saul.

3. "David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and all the men who were with him
did the same." (2 Samuel 1:11) - This verse shows the outward display of
mourning that David and his men exhibited when they heard about Saul's death.

4. "Your glory, O Israel, lies slain on your heights. How the mighty have fallen!" (2
Samuel 1:19) - This verse is part of David's lament for Saul and his son Jonathan,
and it has become a famous phrase that is often quoted.

5. "Jonathan lies slain on your heights. I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; you
were very dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that
of women." (2 Samuel 1:25-26) - These verses express David's deep love and
respect for Jonathan, who was his closest friend and ally.

Overall, chapter 1 of 2 Samuel is a lament for the death of Saul and Jonathan, and it sets
the stage for David's rise to power as king of Israel.

Chapter 2 of the book of 2 Samuel describes the aftermath of Saul's death and David's
rise to power. David first goes to Hebron, where the tribe of Judah anoints him as king
over their own people. Meanwhile, Abner, the commander of Saul's army, establishes
Saul's son, Ish-bosheth, as king over the rest of Israel. This leads to a long-lasting conflict
between David's forces and those of Ish-bosheth, with Abner and Joab, David's own
commander, engaging in a series of battles. In one of these battles, Abner kills Joab's
brother, Asahel, in self-defense. The chapter ends with both sides gaining and losing
ground, and Ish-bosheth's power gradually diminishing.

Here are some important verses from chapter 2 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "In the course of time, David inquired of the Lord. 'Shall I go up to one of the
towns of Judah?' he asked. The Lord said, 'Go up.' David asked, "Where shall I
g0?" 'To Hebron,' the Lord answered." (2 Samuel 2:1) - This verse shows how
David sought God's guidance in his decision-making.

2. "So David went up there with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the
widow of Nabal of Carmel." (2 Samuel 2:2) - This verse lists the names of two of
David's wives, which is significant because polygamy was a common practice in
ancient times.

3. "But Abner son of Ner, commander of Saul’s army, had taken Ish-Bosheth son of
Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim." (2 Samuel 2:8) - This verse introduces
Ish-Bosheth, who was Saul's son and a rival claimant to the throne of Israel.

4. "Then Abner said to Joab, 'Let’s have some of the young men get up and fight
hand to hand in front of us." 'All right, let them do it,' Joab said." (2 Samuel 2:14) -
This verse describes the skirmish between the armies of David and Ish-Bosheth,
which led to a larger battle.

5. "May God deal with Abner, be it ever so severely, if I do not do for David what
the Lord promised him on oath and transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul
and establish David’s throne over Israel and Judah from Dan to Beersheba." (2
Samuel 2:9) - This verse shows that Abner recognized David's right to the throne
and was willing to help him achieve it.



Overall, chapter 2 of 2 Samuel is about David's rise to power and the conflict between his
followers and those who remained loyal to Saul's dynasty. It sets the stage for the larger
narrative arc of the book, which is about the reign of David as king of Israel.

Chapter 3 of the book of 2 Samuel describes the ongoing conflict between David and the
house of Saul. Abner, Saul's former commander, defects to David's side and offers to
make a covenant with him, but is killed by Joab in revenge for his brother's death. This
causes a rift between David and Joab, but David maintains his position as king and
continues to gain support from various tribes in Israel. Meanwhile, Ish-bosheth's power
continues to wane, and he is eventually assassinated by two of his own captains. David is
anointed king over all of Israel, and he continues to consolidate his power by taking
Jerusalem as his capital city.

Here are some important verses from chapter 3 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "The war between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted a long time.
David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul grew weaker and
weaker." (2 Samuel 3:1) - This verse sets the context for the ongoing conflict
between David and the followers of Saul.

2. "And his [David's] wives also were taken captive. Ahinoam of Jezreel and
Abigail, the widow of Nabal of Carmel." (2 Samuel 3:2-3) - This verse describes
how David's wives were taken captive by his enemies, which was a common
practice in ancient warfare.

3. "Ish-Bosheth son of Saul had two men who were captains of raiding bands. One
was named Baanah and the other Rekab; they were sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, a member of the tribe of Benjamin—Beeroth is considered part of
Benjamin." (2 Samuel 3:15) - This verse introduces Baanah and Rekab, who were
two of Ish-Bosheth's followers and who later played a significant role in the story.

4. "Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner because he had put their brother
Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon." (2 Samuel 3:30) - This verse describes
the assassination of Abner, who had been a key figure in the conflict between
David and Ish-Bosheth.

5. "And David lamented for Abner, saying, 'Should Abner die as a fool dies? Your
hands were not bound, your feet were not fettered. As one falls before the wicked
you have fallen.' And all the people wept again over him." (2 Samuel 3:33-34) -
This verse shows David's sorrow at the death of Abner, despite the fact that they
had been enemies.

Overall, chapter 3 of 2 Samuel continues to develop the ongoing conflict between David
and Saul's followers, and it introduces several key characters who will play significant
roles in the story. It also contains a lament for the death of Abner, which underscores the
tragic nature of the conflict.

Chapter 4 of the book of 2 Samuel continues to describe the power struggles and violence
that followed the deaths of Saul and his sons. In this chapter, two of Ish-bosheth's
captains, Baanah and Rechab, assassinate him while he is resting in his own house. They
then bring Ish-bosheth's head to David, hoping to gain favor with him. However, David is



outraged by their act of violence against the Lord's anointed king, and he orders them to
be put to death for their treachery. David reaffirms his commitment to the Lord and his
desire to rule justly and with mercy. The chapter ends with the people of Israel
recognizing David as their new king, and David's power and influence continuing to
grow.

Here are some important verses from chapter 4 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "When Ish-Bosheth son of Saul heard that Abner had died in Hebron, he lost
courage, and all Israel became alarmed." (2 Samuel 4:1) - This verse sets the stage
for the events that follow, which involve the assassination of Ish-Bosheth.

2. "Now Saul’s son had two men who were leaders of raiding bands. One was
named Baanah and the other Rekab; they were sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, a
member of the tribe of Benjamin—Beeroth is considered part of Benjamin." (2
Samuel 4:2) - This verse introduces Baanah and Rekab, who were responsible for
the assassination of Ish-Bosheth.

3. "So they went to the house of Ish-Bosheth and stabbed him to death in his sleep.
Then they cut off his head and took it to David in Hebron. They said to the king,
'Here is the head of Ish-Bosheth son of Saul, your enemy, who tried to kill you.
This day the Lord has avenged my lord the king against Saul and his offspring."'
(2 Samuel 4:7-8) - This verse describes the gruesome murder of Ish-Bosheth and
the presentation of his head to David.

4. "David answered Rekab and his brother Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the
Beerothite, 'As surely as the Lord lives, who has delivered me out of all trouble,
when someone told me, ‘Saul is dead,” and thought he was bringing good news, |
seized him and put him to death in Ziklag. That was the reward I gave him for his
news! How much more—when wicked men have killed an innocent man in his
own house and on his own bed—should I not now demand his blood from your
hand and rid the earth of you!"" (2 Samuel 4:9-11) - This verse shows David's
strong reaction to the assassination of Ish-Bosheth and his determination to hold
Baanah and Rekab accountable.

5. "Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, "We are your own
flesh and blood. In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who
led Israel on their military campaigns. And the Lord said to you, ‘You will
shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler.”" (2 Samuel 5:1-2) -
This verse marks a turning point in the story, as the tribes of Israel come to David
and recognize him as their king.

Overall, chapter 4 of 2 Samuel is a short chapter that focuses on the assassination of Ish-
Bosheth and its aftermath. It highlights the violent and unpredictable nature of politics
and power struggles in ancient Israel.

Chapter 5 of the book of 2 Samuel describes David's consolidation of his power as the
king of Israel. He makes a covenant with the leaders of all the tribes, and they anoint him
as king over all of Israel. David then sets out to conquer the city of Jerusalem, which was
held by the Jebusites. With the help of his army, David successfully captures the city and
makes it his capital, renaming it the "City of David." He then builds up the city's
defenses, expands his territory, and wins several decisive battles against the Philistines.



David's power and fame continue to spread, and he is recognized as a mighty warrior and
a wise ruler.

Here are some important verses from chapter 5 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, 'We are your own flesh
and blood."" (2 Samuel 5:1) - This verse describes how the tribes of Israel came to
David and acknowledged him as their king.

2. "In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel on their
military campaigns. And the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people
Israel, and you will become their ruler.”” (2 Samuel 5:2) - This verse references
God's promise to David to become king over Israel.

3. "Now Hiram king of Tyre sent envoys to David, along with cedar logs and
carpenters and stonemasons, and they built a palace for David." (2 Samuel 5:11) -
This verse describes the support and resources that David received from other
kingdoms, including Tyre.

4. "David then took up residence in the fortress and called it the City of David. He
built up the area around it, from the terraces inward." (2 Samuel 5:9) - This verse
describes how David established his capital in Jerusalem, which became known as
the City of David.

5. "And David became more and more powerful, because the Lord God Almighty
was with him." (2 Samuel 5:10) - This verse highlights the reason for David's
success and power - the presence and favor of God.

Overall, chapter 5 of 2 Samuel marks a significant turning point in the story, as David is
established as the rightful king over Israel and establishes his capital in Jerusalem. The
chapter also emphasizes the support and resources that David received from other
kingdoms, as well as the crucial role played by God in his rise to power.

Chapter 6 of the book of 2 Samuel describes David's attempt to bring the Ark of the
Covenant, which symbolizes God's presence among His people, to Jerusalem. He and a
large group of people set out to retrieve the Ark from the house of Abinadab, where it had
been stored for many years. However, during the journey, one of David's men, Uzzah,
touches the Ark to steady it when it appears to be falling, and he is immediately struck
dead by God. This causes David to be afraid and unsure of how to proceed. Eventually,
he decides to leave the Ark in the house of Obed-edom for three months, during which
time Obed-edom and his household are blessed by God. David then successfully brings
the Ark to Jerusalem with great rejoicing, but his wife, Michal, who had previously been
Saul's wife, despises him for his joyful and undignified behavior during the procession.

Here are some important verses from chapter 6 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "David again brought together all the able young men of Israel—thirty thousand."
(2 Samuel 6:1) - This verse describes how David gathered a large number of
people to accompany him as he brought the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.

2. "They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of
Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were
guiding the new cart." (2 Samuel 6:3) - This verse describes how David attempted
to transport the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, using a new cart.



3. "When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and took
hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. The Lord’s anger burned
against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down, and
he died there beside the ark of God." (2 Samuel 6:6-7) - This verse describes how
Uzzah was struck down by God when he touched the Ark of the Covenant,
demonstrating the seriousness of approaching God with irreverence.

4. "David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, 'How can the ark of the Lord ever
come to me?'" (2 Samuel 6:9) - This verse shows David's fear and hesitation after
the death of Uzzah.

5. "But when David returned to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came
out to meet him and said, 'How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today,
going around half-naked in full view of the slave girls of his servants as any
vulgar fellow would!"" (2 Samuel 6:20) - This verse shows how Michal, David's
wife, criticized him for his joyful and exuberant celebration as the Ark of the
Covenant was brought to Jerusalem.

Overall, chapter 6 of 2 Samuel focuses on David's attempt to transport the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem and the consequences of his actions. The chapter highlights the
importance of approaching God with reverence and the potential consequences of not
doing so. It also shows how David's actions were met with both fear and celebration, as
he struggled to establish his rule over Israel.

Chapter 7 of the book of 2 Samuel describes God's promise to David to establish his
kingdom and dynasty forever. After David has settled into his palace and has defeated his
enemies, he expresses his desire to build a house, or temple, for God. However, God
responds through the prophet Nathan that He has never asked for a house to be built for
Him, but rather, He will make a house, or a dynasty, for David. God promises to establish
David's kingdom forever and to bless his descendants, and that one of his descendants
will be a king who will reign forever. David responds with humility and thankfulness,
praising God for His faithfulness and goodness. David's reign continues to be
characterized by success and prosperity, and the chapter ends with David's prayer of
gratitude to God for His promises and blessings.

Here are some important verses from chapter 7 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, 'Here I am, living in a
house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent."" (2 Samuel 7:1-2) - This
verse sets the stage for the chapter, as David expresses his desire to build a temple
for the Lord.

2. "But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying: 'Go and tell my
servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the one to build me a house to
dwell in?"" (2 Samuel 7:4-5) - This verse shows how God speaks to Nathan and
instructs him to tell David that he is not the one who will build the temple.

3. "The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you." (2
Samuel 7:11) - This verse contains God's promise to David that he will establish a
dynasty for him, ensuring that his descendants will continue to rule over Israel.



4. "Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be
established forever." (2 Samuel 7:16) - This verse reinforces God's promise to
David, stating that his kingdom will last forever and that his throne will be
established forever.

5. "So King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said: "Who am I,
Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?"" (2
Samuel 7:18) - This verse shows David's humility and gratitude as he reflects on
God's promise to him and his family.

Overall, chapter 7 of 2 Samuel contains one of the most important promises in the Bible -
God's promise to establish a dynasty for David that will last forever. The chapter also
highlights David's desire to build a temple for the Lord, and God's response to his
request. The chapter underscores the importance of humility and gratitude in approaching
God, and the significance of God's promises for the future of Israel.

Chapter 8 of the book of 2 Samuel describes David's successful military campaigns and
his expansion of Israel's territory. He defeats the Philistines, the Moabites, the Edomites,
the Ammonites, and the Syrians, and establishes Israel's dominance in the region. David
shows mercy to the defeated kings and people, but also imposes tribute and forced labor
on them. The chapter emphasizes David's military prowess and his increasing power and
wealth. David's reign is described as just and righteous, with his sons serving as priests
and his trusted advisor, Joab, leading the army. The chapter ends with a summary of
David's conquests and his accumulation of wealth and tribute from the surrounding
nations.

Here are some important verses from chapter 8 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "In the course of time, David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, and he
took Metheg Ammah from the control of the Philistines." (2 Samuel 8:1) - This
verse sets the stage for the chapter, as it describes how David conquered the
Philistines and expanded his kingdom.

2. "David also defeated the Moabites. He made them lie down on the ground and
measured them off with a length of cord. Every two lengths of them were put to
death, and the third length was allowed to live. So the Moabites became subject to
David and brought him tribute." (2 Samuel 8:2) - This verse describes David's
military victory over the Moabites and his subsequent subjugation of them.

3. "The Lord gave David victory wherever he went." (2 Samuel 8:6) - This verse
highlights the role of the Lord in David's military successes, underscoring the idea
that David's victories were ultimately due to God's favor.

4. "David became famous after he returned from striking down eighteen thousand
Edomites in the Valley of Salt." (2 Samuel 8:13) - This verse shows the extent of
David's military prowess and the fame that he acquired as a result.

5. "And David reigned over all Israel, doing what was just and right for all his
people." (2 Samuel 8:15) - This verse summarizes David's reign as a whole,
underscoring his commitment to justice and righteousness in his governance.

Overall, chapter 8 of 2 Samuel describes David's military victories and his expansion of
his kingdom. The chapter highlights David's reliance on the Lord for his successes and
his commitment to justice and righteousness in his governance. The chapter also



underscores the extent of David's fame and power, emphasizing his status as one of the
most important figures in Israel's history.

Chapter 9 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the story of David's kindness to Mephibosheth,
the son of Jonathan and grandson of Saul. Mephibosheth had been crippled in both feet as
a child and was living in hiding in the town of Lo-debar. David seeks him out and offers
to show him kindness for the sake of his father Jonathan, who had been David's close
friend. David restores Mephibosheth's inheritance and invites him to live at the royal
court, where he will be provided for and will eat at the king's table. Mephibosheth
gratefully accepts David's offer and bows down before him in humility. The chapter
emphasizes David's kindness and loyalty to his friend Jonathan and his desire to honor
his covenant with him. It also highlights David's compassion for the marginalized and the
disadvantaged, as he seeks out and provides for a disabled member of Saul's family.

Here are some important verses from chapter 9 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "David asked, 'Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show
kindness for Jonathan's sake?"" (2 Samuel 9:1) - This verse sets the stage for the
chapter, as David expresses his desire to show kindness to any surviving members
of Saul's family in honor of his close friendship with Jonathan.

2. "When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed
down to pay him honor. David said, 'Mephibosheth!' 'At your service,' he replied.”
(2 Samuel 9:6-7) - This verse introduces Mephibosheth, the surviving son of
Jonathan and grandson of Saul, and shows how he comes before David and
pledges his loyalty.

3. "David said to him, 'Don't be afraid, for I will surely show you kindness for the
sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to
your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table."' (2 Samuel 9:7) - This
verse demonstrates David's kindness and generosity towards Mephibosheth,
promising to restore his family's land and to always provide for him as a member
of the royal court.

4. "And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table;
he was lame in both feet." (2 Samuel 9:13) - This verse shows how David fulfills
his promise to Mephibosheth, providing him with a home in Jerusalem and a
place at his table, despite Mephibosheth's physical disability.

Overall, chapter 9 of 2 Samuel is a touching and poignant story of David's kindness
towards Mephibosheth, the surviving member of Saul's family. The chapter highlights
David's loyalty and honor towards Jonathan, his friend, and demonstrates the depth of his
character as a leader. The chapter also underscores the importance of kindness and
generosity in relationships, emphasizing the power of these virtues to transcend social
and political divisions.

Chapter 10 of the book of 2 Samuel describes a conflict between Israel and the
Ammonites. When the Ammonites humiliate David's messengers who had come to offer
condolences on the death of their king, David sends his army to attack them. The
Ammonites ally with the Arameans, and the two armies face off against each other.



David's general, Joab, devises a plan to divide the enemy forces and defeats them in
battle. The Arameans flee, and the Ammonites retreat to their city. David and his army
capture the city and take much spoil, including precious metals and numerous captives.
The chapter emphasizes the strength and military prowess of David's kingdom and the
success of his military campaigns. It also shows the importance of loyalty and support
from trusted advisors such as Joab.

Here are some important verses from chapter 10 of the book of 2 Samuel:

1. "In the course of time, the king of the Ammonites died, and his son Hanun
succeeded him as king." (2 Samuel 10:1) - This verse sets the stage for the
chapter, as it describes the change in leadership in the Ammonite kingdom that
leads to conflict with David.

2. "When David was told about this, he sent messengers to express his sympathy to
Hanun concerning his father." (2 Samuel 10:2) - This verse shows David's initial
attempt to establish peaceful relations with Hanun and the Ammonites.

3. "But when David's men came to the land of the Ammonites, the Ammonite
commanders said to Hanun their lord, 'Do you think David is honoring your father
by sending men to you to express sympathy? Hasn't David sent them to you to
explore the city and spy it out and overthrow it?" (2 Samuel 10:3) - This verse
shows how Hanun's advisors convinced him that David's intentions were hostile,
leading to a conflict between the Ammonites and the Israelites.

4. "Joab saw that there were battle lines in front of him and behind him; so he
selected some of the best troops in Israel and deployed them against the
Arameans. He put the rest of the men under the command of his brother Abishai,
who deployed them against the Ammonites." (2 Samuel 10:9) - This verse shows
how Joab, David's military commander, divided his forces to face the Ammonites
and Arameans in battle.

5. "Joab replied, 'If the Arameans are too strong for me, then you are to come to my
rescue; but if the Ammonites are too strong for you, then I will come to rescue
you. Be strong, and let us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our God.
The Lord will do what is good in his sight."' (2 Samuel 10:11-12) - This verse
shows how Joab encourages his brother Abishai before the battle, reminding him
of their duty to fight bravely for their people and to trust in the Lord for the
outcome of the battle.

Overall, chapter 10 of 2 Samuel describes the conflict between David's army and the
Ammonites and Arameans. The chapter highlights the importance of wise leadership, as
David's attempt to establish peaceful relations is undermined by the treachery of Hanun's
advisors. The chapter also emphasizes the role of courage and trust in the face of conflict,
as Joab and Abishai inspire their troops and rely on the Lord's guidance in battle.

Chapter 11 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the story of David's adultery with Bathsheba and
his murder of her husband Uriah. David sees Bathsheba bathing on a rooftop and desires
her. He sends for her and sleeps with her, even though she is married to Uriah, one of his
loyal soldiers. When Bathsheba becomes pregnant, David tries to cover up his sin by
bringing Uriah back from battle and encouraging him to sleep with his wife. When Uriah
refuses to do so out of loyalty to his fellow soldiers, David arranges for him to be killed



in battle. After Uriah's death, David takes Bathsheba as his wife. The chapter highlights
David's moral failure and his abuse of power as a king. It also foreshadows the troubles
that will come upon David's family as a result of his sin.

Chapter 11 of the book of 2 Samuel is a pivotal chapter in the life of King David, as it
describes his affair with Bathsheba and the consequences that follow. Here are some
important verses from this chapter:

1.

"In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the
king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and
besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem." (2 Samuel 11:1) - This
verse sets the stage for the chapter by describing how David stays behind in
Jerusalem while his army goes off to war, leaving him vulnerable to temptation.
"One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the
palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful..."
(2 Samuel 11:2) - This verse introduces Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite,
and describes how David is tempted by her beauty.

"David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her." (2
Samuel 11:4) - This verse describes David's adultery with Bathsheba, an act that
will have far-reaching consequences.

"The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, 'l am pregnant." (2
Samuel 11:5) - This verse highlights the gravity of David's sin, as Bathsheba
becomes pregnant with his child.

"Then David sent word to Joab: 'Send me Uriah the Hittite.' So Joab sent him to
David." (2 Samuel 11:6) - This verse introduces Uriah, Bathsheba's husband and
one of David's loyal soldiers, whom David plans to use to cover up his adultery.
"But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master's servants and did
not go down to his house." (2 Samuel 11:9) - This verse shows Uriah's loyalty to
his fellow soldiers and to the mission of the army, as he refuses to go home to his
wife while his comrades are still at war.

"Then David said to him, 'Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you
back.' So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next." (2 Samuel 11:12) -
This verse shows how David tries to manipulate Uriah into sleeping with
Bathsheba by keeping him in Jerusalem, but Uriah remains faithful to his duty as
a soldier.

"In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. In it he wrote,
'Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so
he will be struck down and die."" (2 Samuel 11:14-15) - This verse shows the
extent of David's sin, as he orders the death of Uriah in order to cover up his
adultery with Bathsheba.

"The Lord was displeased with what David had done." (2 Samuel 11:27) - This
verse shows how God views David's actions, indicating that there will be
consequences for his sin.

Overall, chapter 11 of 2 Samuel portrays the temptation, sin, and consequences of
David's affair with Bathsheba. The chapter shows how David's actions lead him down a
dangerous path, causing him to commit further sins in an attempt to cover up his



wrongdoing. The chapter emphasizes the importance of integrity and accountability, as
David's sin ultimately leads to the death of Uriah and the disapproval of the Lord.

Chapter 12 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the story of how the prophet Nathan confronts
David about his sin with Bathsheba and Uriah. Nathan comes to David and tells him a
parable about a rich man who takes a poor man's only lamb, causing the poor man great
harm. David is outraged at the injustice in the story and says that the rich man deserves to
die. Nathan then reveals that David is the rich man in the parable and that he has taken
Bathsheba, Uriah's wife, and killed him. Nathan tells David that God is angry with him
for what he has done and that there will be consequences for his actions. David repents of
his sin and acknowledges his wrongdoing, and Nathan tells him that God has forgiven
him but that there will still be consequences for his actions. The chapter emphasizes the
importance of confessing and repenting of one's sins and the power of the prophetic voice
in holding leaders accountable to God's standards of justice and righteousness.

Chapter 12 of the book of 2 Samuel describes the consequences of David's sin with
Bathsheba and the rebuke he receives from the prophet Nathan. Here are some important
verses from this chapter:

1. "The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, 'There were two
men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor." (2 Samuel 12:1) - This verse
introduces Nathan, a prophet sent by God to rebuke David for his sin.

2. "David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, 'As surely as the
Lord lives, the man who did this must die!"" (2 Samuel 12:5) - This verse shows
David's reaction to Nathan's story about the rich man who stole a poor man's
lamb, highlighting David's sense of justice and moral outrage.

3. "Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man!"" (2 Samuel 12:7) - This verse
reveals Nathan's true purpose in coming to David, as he confronts him about his
sin with Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah.

4. "Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you
despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own." (2 Samuel
12:10) - This verse shows the consequences of David's sin, as God declares that
his household will be plagued with violence and unrest.

5. "Then David said to Nathan, 'l have sinned against the Lord." (2 Samuel 12:13) -
This verse shows David's response to Nathan's rebuke, as he confesses his sin and
acknowledges his wrongdoing before God.

6. "But because by doing this you have shown utter contempt for the Lord, the son
born to you will die." (2 Samuel 12:14) - This verse shows the severity of David's
sin and its impact on his family, as God declares that the child born from his affair
with Bathsheba will die.

7. "David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and spent the nights lying in
sackcloth on the ground." (2 Samuel 12:16) - This verse shows David's remorse
over his sin and his desperate attempt to seek God's mercy and save the life of his
child.

8. "Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and
changed his clothes, he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped." (2



Samuel 12:20) - This verse shows David's response to the death of his child, as he
turns to God in worship and acceptance of His will.
Overall, chapter 12 of 2 Samuel shows the consequences of David's sin with Bathsheba
and the rebuke he receives from Nathan. The chapter emphasizes the importance of
confession, repentance, and seeking God's forgiveness in the face of sin and wrongdoing.

Chapter 13 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the story of Amnon, David's eldest son, and his
abuse of his half-sister Tamar. Amnon desires Tamar and feigns illness to lure her to his
bedroom. When she arrives, he rapes her and then casts her out. Tamar's brother
Absalom, Tamar's full brother, becomes enraged and waits for two years before taking
revenge on Amnon by having him killed. The chapter portrays a cycle of violence and
abuse within David's family, highlighting the consequences of David's own sins with
Bathsheba and Uriah. It also raises questions about the role of women in a patriarchal
society and the duty of brothers to protect their sisters from harm.

Chapter 13 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the tragic story of Amnon's rape of his half-
sister Tamar and the subsequent revenge carried out by Tamar's brother Absalom. Here
are some important verses from this chapter: 1. "Now Absalom, David's son, had a
beautiful sister named Tamar, and David's son Amnon fell in love with her." (2 Samuel
13:1) - This verse introduces the characters involved in the tragic story of rape and
revenge. 2. "But Amnon had a friend named Jonadab son of Shimeah, David's brother.
Jonadab was a very shrewd man." (2 Samuel 13:3) - This verse introduces the character
of Jonadab, who devises a plan to help Amnon rape Tamar. 3. "But Amnon refused to
listen to her, and since he was stronger than she, he raped her." (2 Samuel 13:14) - This
verse describes the horrific act of rape committed by Amnon against Tamar, emphasizing
the power dynamic and violence involved. 4. "Then Tamar put ashes on her head and tore
the ornate robe she was wearing. She put her hands on her head and went away, weeping
aloud as she went." (2 Samuel 13:19) - This verse shows the immediate aftermath of the
rape for Tamar, as she mourns and grieves the violation of her body and dignity. 5.
"When King David heard all this, he was furious." (2 Samuel 13:21) - This verse shows
David's reaction to the news of Tamar's rape, highlighting his anger and distress over the
situation. 6. "Now Absalom, David's son, had a man named Joab send a message to
David, saying, 'l have just set fire to the field of Amnon, your son, at Tekoa. Send men to
put it out."" (2 Samuel 13:28) - This verse shows the beginning of Absalom's revenge
against Amnon, as he sets fire to his field and initiates a plan to kill him. 7. "Then
Absalom ordered his men, 'Listen! When Amnon is in high spirits from drinking wine
and I say to you, "Strike Amnon down," then kill him. Don't be afraid. Haven't I given
you this order? Be strong and brave." (2 Samuel 13:28-29) - This verse shows Absalom's
plan to take revenge against Amnon for raping Tamar, highlighting the depth of his anger
and determination to seek justice for his sister. 8. "Then all the king's sons got up,
mounted their mules and fled." (2 Samuel 13:29) - This verse shows the chaotic aftermath
of Amnon's murder, as David's other sons flee the scene and the family is plunged into
further turmoil. Overall, chapter 13 of 2 Samuel is a tragic account of sexual violence and
revenge within David's family. The chapter emphasizes the devastating impact of rape
and the importance of seeking justice and accountability for those who commit such
heinous acts.



Chapter 14 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the story of a woman from Tekoa who comes to
David pretending to be in mourning for her son, who has been killed by her other son.
David is moved by her story and promises to help her, but she uses her story as a parable
to appeal to David to reconcile with his estranged son Absalom. Joab, David's
commander, is revealed to have orchestrated the woman's story as a way to bring
Absalom back into David's favor. David eventually agrees to allow Absalom to return to
Jerusalem, but he refuses to see him face-to-face. The chapter highlights the complexity
of familial relationships and the power of storytelling to persuade and manipulate others.
It also sets the stage for the conflict that will arise between Absalom and David in the
subsequent chapters.

Chapter 14 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the story of how Joab persuades a wise woman
from Tekoa to speak to David about reconciling with Absalom. Here are some important
verses from this chapter: 1. "Joab son of Zeruiah knew that the king's heart longed for
Absalom." (2 Samuel 14:1) - This verse sets the stage for the chapter by revealing Joab's
understanding of David's desire to reconcile with his estranged son Absalom. 2. "Then
the woman from Tekoa said to the king, 'My lord the king, let the blame rest on me and
on my father's family, and let the king and his throne be without guilt."" (2 Samuel 14:9) -
This verse shows the wise woman from Tekoa's appeal to David to show mercy to
Absalom and reconcile with him, while also taking responsibility for her own role in the
situation. 3. "Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be recovered, so we must
die. But that is not what God desires; rather, he devises ways so that a banished person
does not remain banished from him." (2 Samuel 14:14) - This verse contains the wise
woman from Tekoa's persuasive argument to David that God desires reconciliation and
forgiveness, even for those who have been banished or exiled. 4. "The king said, 'If
anyone says anything to you, bring them to me, and they will not bother you again."" (2
Samuel 14:16) - This verse shows David's agreement to the wise woman's proposal,
promising to protect her from anyone who might seek retribution for her words. 5. "So
Joab went to Geshur and brought Absalom back to Jerusalem." (2 Samuel 14:23) - This
verse shows the successful outcome of the wise woman from Tekoa's mission, as Joab
brings Absalom back to Jerusalem and begins the process of reconciliation with David.
Overall, chapter 14 of 2 Samuel highlights the theme of forgiveness and reconciliation, as
the wise woman from Tekoa persuades David to show mercy to Absalom and allow him
to return to Jerusalem. The chapter also emphasizes the importance of taking
responsibility for one's actions and seeking forgiveness for past wrongs.

Chapter 15 of the book of 2 Samuel begins with Absalom's plot to overthrow his father
David and become king. Absalom gains the support of the people of Israel by setting up a
false image of himself as a just and caring ruler who would provide justice to all. He then
leads a rebellion against David, forcing David and his loyal followers to flee Jerusalem.
David sends the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem with the priest Zadok and the
Levites, hoping that it will provide divine protection for the city. As David and his
followers leave the city, he is met by various individuals who offer their loyalty and
support. Among them is Ittai, a foreigner who pledges to follow David no matter what.



The chapter emphasizes the political and social tensions within Israel and highlights the
tragic consequences of David's sins and family dysfunction.

Chapter 15 of the book of 2 Samuel tells the story of Absalom's rebellion against David
and his successful attempt to steal the hearts of the people of Israel. Here are some
important verses from this chapter:

1. "In the course of time, Absalom provided himself with a chariot and horses and
with fifty men to run ahead of him." (2 Samuel 15:1) - This verse sets the stage
for Absalom's rebellion by showing his growing power and influence among the
people of Israel.

2. "Then Absalom would say to him, 'Look, your claims are valid and proper, but
there is no representative of the king to hear you." (2 Samuel 15:3) - This verse
reveals Absalom's strategy for winning over the hearts of the people, by
presenting himself as a sympathetic listener who cares about their grievances and
is willing to take action on their behalf.

3. "And so he stole the hearts of the people of Israel." (2 Samuel 15:6) - This verse
shows the success of Absalom's strategy, as he wins the support of the people and
undermines David's authority as king.

4. "Then David said to all his officials who were with him in Jerusalem, 'Come! We
must flee, or none of us will escape from Absalom." (2 Samuel 15:14) - This
verse shows David's response to Absalom's rebellion, as he and his followers are
forced to flee Jerusalem to avoid being captured or killed.

5. "But Ittai replied to the king, 'As surely as the Lord lives, and as my lord the king
lives, wherever my lord the king may be, whether it means life or death, there will
your servant be." (2 Samuel 15:21) - This verse shows the loyalty of one of
David's followers, Ittai the Gittite, who refuses to abandon David even in the face
of danger and uncertainty.

Overall, chapter 15 of 2 Samuel highlights the theme of betrayal and loyalty, as
Absalom's rebellion exposes the divisions and rivalries within David's kingdom. The
chapter also emphasizes the importance of leadership and authority, as David is forced to
flee Jerusalem and fight to regain his position as king.

Chapter 16 of the book of 2 Samuel continues the story of Absalom's rebellion against
David. As David and his followers flee Jerusalem, they encounter Ziba, a servant of Saul,
who brings them provisions and a donkey for David to ride on. However, later on,
David's loyal servant Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, reveals that Ziba had lied and
betrayed him. As they continue their journey, a man named Shimei curses David and
throws stones at him, claiming that David is suffering because of his past sins. One of
David's soldiers offers to kill Shimei, but David stops him, saying that perhaps the curse
is justified. The chapter ends with Absalom entering Jerusalem and taking possession of
the palace and harem left behind by David. The chapter highlights the political and
personal turmoil faced by David and the consequences of his past sins. It also shows how
the rebellion of Absalom is gaining momentum and how David is losing control of the
situation.



Chapter 16 of the book of 2 Samuel continues the story of Absalom's rebellion against
David. Here are some important verses from this chapter:

1. "When King David came to Bahurim, there came out a man of the family of the
house of Saul, whose name was Shimeli, the son of Gera, and as he came he
cursed continually." (2 Samuel 16:5) - This verse introduces Shimei, who curses
David and throws stones at him as he is fleeing Jerusalem. This highlights the
hostility and opposition that David is facing from some of his own people.

2. "Let him alone, and let him curse, for the Lord has told him to." (2 Samuel 16:11)
- This verse shows David's response to Shimei's curses, as he recognizes that God
may be using this situation to humble him and test his faith.

3. "So Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel." (2
Samuel 16:22) - This verse shows the depth of Absalom's rebellion, as he publicly
dishonors his father by taking his concubines as his own. This action would have
been seen as a symbolic assertion of Absalom's claim to the throne.

Overall, chapter 16 of 2 Samuel portrays David as a humble and resigned figure, willing
to accept the curses and abuse heaped upon him by his enemies. At the same time, it
highlights the violent and ruthless nature of Absalom's rebellion, as he seeks to
undermine and destroy his own father's authority.

In chapter 17 of the book of 2 Samuel, Ahithophel, one of Absalom's advisors, advises
him to pursue and attack David immediately. However, another advisor named Hushai
suggests a different strategy, encouraging Absalom to gather a large army and personally
lead it into battle. He also advises Absalom to wait for the opportunity to catch David off
guard rather than attacking him right away. Absalom chooses to follow Hushai's plan,
and David receives word of the rebellion's plans through a spy named Jonathan and his
son Ahimaaz. David and his followers use this information to escape and cross the Jordan
River. Meanwhile, Absalom and his army pursue them, but are ultimately defeated by
David's forces in the ensuing battle. The chapter showcases the political intrigue and the
cunning strategies employed by both sides in the conflict. It also highlights the loyalty of
David's followers and how they risked their lives to protect him.

Chapter 17 of the book of 2 Samuel continues the story of Absalom's rebellion and the
events leading up to the final battle between him and David's loyalists. Here are some
important verses from this chapter:

1. "Moreover, Ahithophel said to Absalom, 'Let me choose twelve thousand men,
and I will arise and pursue David tonight." (2 Samuel 17:1) - This verse shows
Ahithophel's counsel to Absalom, urging him to take immediate action against
David and his followers. Ahithophel was a former adviser to David who defected
to Absalom's side, and his advice was highly respected.

2. "For the Lord had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the
Lord might bring harm upon Absalom." (2 Samuel 17:14) - This verse shows that
despite Ahithophel's wise counsel, God was working behind the scenes to thwart
his plans and bring about Absalom's downfall. This emphasizes the theme of
divine sovereignty in the book of 2 Samuel.

3. "Then Joab said to the Cushite, 'Go, tell the king what you have seen.' The
Cushite bowed before Joab, and ran." (2 Samuel 17:21) - This verse shows Joab's



cunning strategy to deceive Absalom by sending a messenger to him with false

information about David's whereabouts. Joab was one of David's most trusted

military commanders, and his role in the battle against Absalom was crucial.
Overall, chapter 17 of 2 Samuel portrays the escalating tension and intrigue surrounding
the conflict between David and Absalom. It shows the strategic thinking and scheming of
both sides, as well as the overarching role of God in determining the outcome of the
conflict.

In chapter 18 of the book of 2 Samuel, David divides his forces into three groups to fight
Absalom's army. David himself stays behind in the city while Joab leads the charge. The
battle takes place in the forest of Ephraim, and David's forces are successful, killing
20,000 of Absalom's men. During the battle, Absalom rides on a mule and gets his hair
caught in the branches of a tree, leaving him suspended in midair. One of David's soldiers
sees him and reports it to Joab, who finds Absalom and kills him against David's orders.
David is devastated by the news of his son's death, and the news spreads throughout the
land. The chapter highlights the tragic end of Absalom's rebellion and the consequences
of his actions. It also shows the emotional toll the conflict took on David and his
followers. Chapter 18 of the book of 2 Samuel continues the story of Absalom's rebellion
and the final battle between his forces and David's loyalists. Here are some important
verses from this chapter:

1. "And the men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the loss
there was great on that day, twenty thousand men." (2 Samuel 18:7) - This verse
describes the initial battle between Absalom's forces and David's loyalists, which
resulted in a significant loss for Absalom's army. This shows that despite
Absalom's numerical advantage, David's forces were able to triumph through their
military skill and loyalty to their leader.

2. "And Joab said to the man who told him, 'What, you saw him! Why then did you
not strike him there to the ground? I would have been glad to give you ten pieces
of silver and a belt."" (2 Samuel 18:11) - This verse shows Joab's ruthless
determination to eliminate Absalom, even if it meant going against David's
wishes to spare his son's life. Joab's actions here highlight his loyalty to David, as
well as his willingness to take matters into his own hands when necessary.

3. "And the king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and
wept. And as he went, he said, 'O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!
Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!"" (2 Samuel 18:33)
- This verse is one of the most poignant and emotional moments in the book of 2
Samuel, as it shows David's grief over the death of his son Absalom. Despite
Absalom's rebellion and attempts to overthrow him, David still loved his son and
wished that he could have taken his place.

Overall, chapter 18 of 2 Samuel depicts the tragic end of Absalom's rebellion and the toll
it took on both David and his kingdom. It shows the brutal reality of warfare and the
difficult choices that leaders must make in order to protect their people and maintain their
power.



In chapter 19 of the book of 2 Samuel, David mourns the death of his son Absalom and is
consoled by his followers. Joab confronts David about his grief, reminding him that he is
still king and must lead his people. David listens to Joab's advice and returns to Jerusalem
to reclaim his throne. However, his return is not without conflict, as his former ally,
Sheba, incites a rebellion against him. David sends his forces to quell the rebellion, and
Joab kills Sheba. The chapter illustrates the challenges of leadership and the importance
of decisive action. It also shows the need for forgiveness and reconciliation, as David
pardons those who had rebelled against him.

Chapter 19 of the book of 2 Samuel picks up after the death of Absalom and portrays the
aftermath of the rebellion, including David's return to Jerusalem and the restoration of his
rule over Israel. Here are some important verses from this chapter:

1. "And the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the people, for the
people heard it said that day, 'The king is grieving for his son."" (2 Samuel 19:2) -
This verse highlights the delicate balance that David had to maintain in his role as
both a king and a father. While he was relieved that the rebellion had been
quashed, he was also mourning the loss of his son, which left the people unsure of
how to react.

2. "And David said to Joab, 'Behold, I will do this day what seems good to you.' And
Joab said, 'May the Lord make His will like this, my lord the king, for the Lord
your God is with you in all that you do." (2 Samuel 19:13) - This verse
demonstrates the continued loyalty that Joab had for David, even after their
disagreements over how to handle Absalom's rebellion. David trusted Joab's
judgment and was willing to work with him in order to restore order to the
kingdom.

3. "And all the people were arguing throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, "The
king delivered us from the hand of our enemies and saved us from the hand of the
Philistines, and now he has fled out of the land from Absalom. But Absalom,
whom we anointed over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why do you say
nothing about bringing the king back?" (2 Samuel 19:9-10) - This verse reflects
the tension and division that still existed among the people of Israel, even after
David's return to Jerusalem. Some saw David's flight during the rebellion as a
sign of weakness, while others recognized the danger that he had faced and
appreciated the victory that he had achieved.

Overall, chapter 19 of 2 Samuel depicts the complex political and emotional landscape
that emerged in the wake of Absalom's rebellion. It shows how David navigated the
challenges of leadership and personal loss, as well as the various factions within Israel
that vied for power and influence.

Chapter 20 of the book of 2 Samuel continues with the story of a rebellion against
David's reign. A man named Sheba, a Benjamite, leads a revolt against David, prompting
the king to summon his army to take back control. As the troops gather, a woman from
the city of Abel convinces Sheba's supporters to kill him and throw his head over the wall
to David's army. The rebellion is thus quashed, and the king's power is reestablished.



The chapter also mentions some of David's officials, including Joab, Amasa, and
Benaiah. Joab remains David's chief general, but Amasa is given a position of authority
in the army. Benaiah is appointed as the commander of David's bodyguard.

The events of this chapter demonstrate the challenges that come with maintaining power
and the importance of loyalty and unity among those in positions of authority. The quick
resolution of the rebellion also highlights David's strength as a leader and the
effectiveness of his army.

Chapter 20 of the book of 2 Samuel continues the account of David's reign, focusing on a
new rebellion led by a man named Sheba. Here are some important verses from this
chapter:

1. "Now there happened to be there a worthless man, whose name was Sheba, the
son of Bichri, a Benjaminite. And he blew the trumpet and said, 'We have no
portion in David, and we have no inheritance in the son of Jesse; every man to his
tents, O Israel!" (2 Samuel 20:1) - This verse introduces Sheba and his rebellion,
which was based on the claim that the people of Israel had no stake in David's
rule. It highlights the ongoing political tensions that existed in Israel, even after
the defeat of Absalom.

2. "Then Amasa went to summon Judah, but he delayed beyond the set time that had
been appointed him. And David said to Abishai, 'Now Sheba the son of Bichri
will do us more harm than Absalom. Take your lord's servants and pursue him,
lest he get himself to fortified cities and escape from us." (2 Samuel 20:6-7) -
This verse shows how David recognized the threat posed by Sheba and took
action to stop him. It also reveals the continuing friction between Joab and
Amasa, who had been appointed as commander of the army in Joab's place.

3. "Then the woman in her wisdom went to all the people. And they cut off the head
of Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it out to Joab. So he blew the trumpet, and
they dispersed from the city, every man to his home. And Joab returned to
Jerusalem to the king." (2 Samuel 20:22) - This verse describes the role played by
a wise woman from the city of Abel in bringing an end to the rebellion. Her
actions demonstrate the importance of diplomacy and negotiation in resolving
conflicts, as well as the potential for ordinary people to influence the course of
history.

Overall, chapter 20 of 2 Samuel portrays the ongoing challenges faced by David as he
sought to maintain his rule over Israel. It highlights the continued political and social
divisions within the kingdom, as well as the need for effective leadership and strategy in
responding to threats and rebellions.

Chapter 21 of the book of 2 Samuel begins with a famine that lasted for three years
during the reign of David. Upon seeking guidance from the Lord, David was told that the
famine was a consequence of Saul's previous mistreatment of the Gibeonites. David then
approached the Gibeonites and asked what could be done to make amends. They
requested for seven of Saul's descendants to be handed over to them to be killed.

David agreed to their request, sparing only one of Saul's grandsons, Mephibosheth, due to
his previous promise to Jonathan. The Gibeonites then killed the seven descendants of
Saul and hung their bodies on a hill. This act of retribution ended the famine.



The chapter then recounts several battles fought by David against the Philistines, where
his men were able to defeat four of their champions. The chapter ends with a brief
mention of a battle against the Philistines where David was nearly killed, but was saved
by one of his men.

Chapter 21 of the book of 2 Samuel is a collection of miscellaneous stories from the reign
of David. Here are some important verses from this chapter:

1. "Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year.
And David sought the face of the Lord. And the Lord said, 'There is bloodguilt on
Saul and on his house, because he put the Gibeonites to death." (2 Samuel 21:1) -
This verse begins with a famine that lasts for three years, which David believes is
a punishment from God. He seeks the Lord's face and discovers that it is the result
of Saul's previous actions against the Gibeonites. This sets the stage for a
dramatic confrontation between David and the Gibeonites.

2. "But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Saul's son Jonathan, because of the
oath of the Lord that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of
Saul." (2 Samuel 21:7) - This verse shows the continued loyalty that David has
towards Jonathan and his family, despite the enmity between him and Saul. It also
highlights the importance of oaths and promises in the biblical tradition.

3. "And there was again war with the Philistines at Gob. Then Sibbecai the
Hushathite struck down Saph, who was one of the descendants of the giants. And
there was again war with the Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan the son of Jaare-
oregim, the Bethlehemite, struck down Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose
spear was like a weaver's beam." (2 Samuel 21:18-19) - This verse includes an
account of two legendary battles between the Israelites and the Philistines, both of
which involve the defeat of giants. It adds to the overall mythology surrounding
David's reign and his military prowess.

Overall, chapter 21 of 2 Samuel is a collection of stories that offer additional insights into
the reign of David, including the continued impact of Saul's legacy, the importance of
oaths and promises, and the ongoing conflict with the Philistines.

Summary of chapter 22 of the book of 2 Samuel:

Chapter 22 is a psalm of thanksgiving that David composed after the Lord delivered him
from his enemies and from the hand of King Saul. In this psalm, David praises God for
His faithfulness, His deliverance, and His protection. David acknowledges that God is his
rock, his fortress, his deliverer, his shield, and his salvation. He recounts how God
answered his prayers when he was in distress, and how God came to his rescue and saved
him from his enemies. David declares that God's way is perfect, and that His word is
proven true. He praises God for His justice and His righteousness, and for His mercy and
His kindness. David concludes the psalm by affirming his trust in God and his
commitment to serving Him forever.

Chapter 22 of the book of 2 Samuel contains a poetic hymn of thanksgiving that David
wrote to God after being delivered from his enemies. Here are some important verses
from this chapter:



1. "The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in
whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and
my refuge, my savior; you save me from violence." (2 Samuel 22:2-3) - This
verse opens the hymn of thanksgiving with a series of metaphors that David uses
to describe God's protection and deliverance. It emphasizes the deep gratitude that
David feels towards God for keeping him safe.

2. "In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I called. From his temple he
heard my voice, and my cry came to his ears." (2 Samuel 22:7) - This verse
highlights the personal relationship that David has with God, and how he turns to
God in times of trouble. It also shows David's faith that God is listening and will
answer his prayers.

3. "For you are my lamp, O Lord, and my God lightens my darkness. For by you I
can run against a troop, and by my God I can leap over a wall." (2 Samuel 22:29-
30) - This verse speaks to David's confidence in God's strength and protection. It
shows how he believes that with God's help, he can overcome any obstacle or
challenge.

4. "The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock, and exalted be my God, the rock of my
salvation." (2 Samuel 22:47) - This verse serves as a concluding statement to the
hymn, reiterating David's faith and gratitude towards God. It shows that David
sees God as the source of his salvation and the one who deserves all praise and
honor.

Overall, Chapter 22 of 2 Samuel is a beautiful and powerful hymn of thanksgiving that
expresses David's deep faith in God and his gratitude for God's deliverance. It is a
testament to the strength of David's relationship with God and his belief in God's power
to protect and save.

Chapter 23 contains David's last words, which are a poetic expression of his faith and
gratitude to God. David reflects on God's faithfulness and protection throughout his life,
despite his many failures and shortcomings. He describes God as his rock, his refuge, and
his salvation, and acknowledges that all of his success and victories were only possible
because of God's help.

David also acknowledges the role of his mighty men, the brave warriors who fought
alongside him and helped to establish his kingdom. He praises their courage and loyalty,
and recounts some of their greatest deeds.

The chapter ends with a list of David's elite warriors, known as the "Thirty," who were
renowned for their bravery and skill in battle. The list includes Joab, Abishai, and other
familiar names from earlier in the book.

Overall, Chapter 23 serves as a fitting conclusion to the story of David's reign,
emphasizing his faith in God and the loyal support of his trusted warriors.

Chapter 23 of the book of 2 Samuel contains David's last words, a poetic reflection on his
reign and the mighty men who served him. Here are some important verses from this
chapter:
1. "The Spirit of the Lord speaks through me; his word is upon my tongue." (2
Samuel 23:2) - This verse sets the tone for the rest of the chapter, emphasizing
David's belief that his words are inspired by God.



2. "When one rules justly over men, ruling in the fear of God, he dawns on them like
the morning light, like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, like rain that
makes grass to sprout from the earth." (2 Samuel 23:3-4) - This verse speaks to
David's philosophy of leadership, emphasizing the importance of ruling justly and
in the fear of God. It shows how he believes that a just ruler can bring blessings to
his people.

3. "These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-basshebeth a
Tahchemonite; he was chief of the three. He wielded his spear against eight
hundred whom he killed at one time." (2 Samuel 23:8) - This verse introduces the
list of David's mighty men, warriors who were renowned for their bravery and
skill in battle. It shows the kind of men that David surrounded himself with and
relied upon for protection and support.

4. "But the king said to Joab and the commanders of the army, "Why do you not
number the people, for Israel mustered in order to fight against us?" (2 Samuel
23:17) - This verse references an incident where David's pride led him to order a
census of the people, an act that was seen as a sin against God. It shows how even
a great leader like David was capable of making mistakes.

5. "These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and won a name beside the three
mighty men. He was renowned among the thirty, but he did not attain to the three.
And David set him over his bodyguard." (2 Samuel 23:22-23) - This verse speaks
to Benaiah's bravery and skill as a warrior, and how he was rewarded by David
for his service. It shows the kind of men that David trusted to protect him.

Overall, Chapter 23 of 2 Samuel is a reflection on David's reign and the men who served
him. It shows David's philosophy of leadership and the kind of men he surrounded
himself with, as well as his belief in God's inspiration and guidance. It is a fitting end to
the story of David's life and reign.

Chapter 24 of 2 Samuel begins with a statement that God was once again angry with the
Israelites. David, the king of Israel, was tempted by Satan to take a census of the people,
which was considered a great sin. Despite the objections of Joab, David's military
commander, David ordered the census to be taken, and the results revealed that there
were 800,000 fighting men in Israel and 500,000 in Judah.

After realizing his mistake, David confessed his sin to God and offered a sacrifice to
atone for it. God then sent the prophet Gad to David, offering him a choice of three
punishments for his sin. David chose to fall into the hands of God rather than into the
hands of men, and God sent a plague upon Israel that killed 70,000 people.

David, realizing the severity of his sin, begged God to spare his people and offered
another sacrifice. God listened to his prayer and stopped the plague. David then
purchased a plot of land and built an altar there, which became the site of the future
Temple in Jerusalem.

The chapter concludes with a note that David ruled over Israel for 40 years, seven of
which were in Hebron and 33 in Jerusalem.

Chapter 24 of the book of 2 Samuel ; can you give me the important verses
Sure, here are some important verses from Chapter 24 of the book of 2 Samuel:



"Again the anger of the Lord burned against Israel, and he incited David against
them, saying, 'Go and take a census of Israel and Judah." (2 Samuel 24:1) - This
verse sets up the events of the chapter, where David's pride leads him to order a
census of the people, despite the objections of his advisors.

"But Joab replied to the king, 'May the Lord your God multiply the troops a
hundred times over, and may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But why does my
lord the king want to do such a thing?" (2 Samuel 24:3) - Joab, one of David's
advisors, questions the wisdom of taking a census and warns of potential
consequences.

"David was conscience-stricken after he had counted the fighting men, and he
said to the Lord, 'I have sinned greatly in what I have done. Now, Lord, I beg you,
take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing."' (2 Samuel
24:10) - After the census is taken and David realizes the error of his ways, he
confesses his sin to the Lord and asks for forgiveness.

"Then David said to Gad, 'l am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the
Lord, for his mercy is great; but do not let me fall into human hands." (2 Samuel
24:14) - As punishment for his sin, David is given a choice between three years of
famine, three months of fleeing from his enemies, or three days of plague. He
chooses the latter, trusting in the mercy of the Lord over the wrath of his enemies.
"On that day Gad went to David and said to him, 'Go up and build an altar to the
Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite." (2 Samuel 24:18) - To end
the plague, David is instructed to build an altar to the Lord. He purchases a
threshing floor from Araunah and builds the altar, which becomes the site of the
future Temple in Jerusalem.

These verses illustrate David's fallibility and pride, as well as his eventual repentance and
reliance on the mercy of the Lord. They also provide important context for the
establishment of the Temple in Jerusalem, which would become the center of Israelite
worship.

Notes:

Here are some of the most difficult questions from the book of 2 Samuel:

1.

Why did God punish Israel with a three-year famine during David's reign, and
what was the significance of the famine ending after David executed Saul's
descendants? (2 Samuel 21)

Was David's adultery with Bathsheba and murder of her husband Uriah justified
by God's forgiveness and blessing of their marriage, or was it a sin with lasting
consequences? (2 Samuel 11-12)

What was the nature of David's relationship with his best friend Jonathan, and
was it more than a close platonic friendship? (2 Samuel 1, 9, 18)

Why did God allow David to suffer the rebellion and betrayal of his son Absalom,
and how did David's actions in response to the rebellion affect the outcome? (2
Samuel 15-20)

What was the significance of David's purchase of the threshing floor of Araunah
to build an altar, and why did God accept David's sacrifice there? (2 Samuel 24)



These questions have been the subject of much theological debate and interpretation
throughout history, and there may not be clear-cut answers to all of them.



