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God’s Promises in Daniel 

The book of Daniel contains many promises that God makes to Daniel and his 
people  
 

1 God promises to bless Daniel and his friends with knowledge and wisdom beyond 
their peers: "But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and 
wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 
Now God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, but the 
official told Daniel, 'I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your[c] 
food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men 
your age? The king would then have my head because of you.' Daniel then said to 
the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah, 'Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but 
vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then compare our appearance with that of 
the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with 
what you see.' So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. At the end of the 
ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men 
who ate the royal food. So the guard took away their choice food and the wine 
they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. To these four young men 
God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. 
And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds." (Daniel 1:8-17) 

2 God promises to protect and deliver His people from harm: 
"In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions 
passed through his mind as he was lying in bed. He wrote down the substance of 
his dream. Daniel said: 'In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were 
the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. Four great beasts, each 
different from the others, came up out of the sea. The first was like a lion, and it 
had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its wings were torn off and it was lifted 
from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a human being, and the mind of a 
human was given to it. And there before me was a second beast, which looked 
like a bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth 
between its teeth. It was told, "Get up and eat your fill of flesh!" After that, I 
looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. 



And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, 
and it was given authority to rule. After that, in my vision at night I looked, and 
there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful. 
It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot 
whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 
While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little 
one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted 
before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human being and a mouth that 
spoke boastfully. As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days 
took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white 
like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. A 
river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands 
attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was 
seated, and the books were opened. Then I continued to watch because of the 
boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and 
its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. (The other beasts had been 
stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.) In my 
vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming 
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into 
his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and 
peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed.'" (Daniel 7:1-14) 

3. God promises to bring judgment upon those who reject Him and oppress His 
people: "At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will 
arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the 
beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—everyone whose 
name is found written in the book—will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the 
dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 
everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 
heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and 
ever. But you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the 
end 

4. God promises to give Daniel insight into the future: "He said: 'I am going to tell 
you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns the 
appointed time of the end. The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings 
of Media and Persia. The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn 
between its eyes is the first king. The four horns that replaced the one that was 
broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not 
have the same power. In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become 
completely wicked, a fierce-looking king, a master of intrigue, will arise. He will 
become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding 
devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy those who are 
mighty, the holy people. He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider 
himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand 



against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.'" 
(Daniel 8:19-25) 

5. God promises to reward those who remain faithful to Him: "'Many of those who 
sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to everlasting life, others to shame 
and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 
heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and 
ever. But you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the 
end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.' Then I, Daniel, looked, 
and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river and one on the 
opposite bank. One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the river, 'How long will it be before these astonishing things are 
fulfilled?' The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted 
his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who 
lives forever, saying, 'It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power 
of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.'" 
(Daniel 12:2-7) 

6. God promises to judge and punish the wicked: "'At that time Michael, the great 
prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such 
as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your 
people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. 
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, 
others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the 
brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the 
stars forever and ever. But you, Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll 
until the time of the end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.' 
Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of 
the river and one on the opposite bank. One of them said to the man clothed in 
linen, who was above the waters of the river, 'How long will it be before these 
astonishing things are fulfilled?' The man clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I 
heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, 'It will be for a time, times and 
half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these 
things will be completed.' I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, 'My lord, 
what will the outcome of all this be?' He replied, 'Go your way, Daniel, because 
the words are rolled up and sealed until the time of the end. Many will be purified, 
made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the 
wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. From the time 
that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is 
set up, there will be 1,290 days. Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the 
end of the 1,335 days.'" (Daniel 12:1-12) 

7. In summary, God promises to give insight into the future, to reward the faithful, 
and to judge and punish the wicked. These promises are found throughout the 
book of Daniel, but are particularly emphasized in the prophetic visions in 
chapters 7-12. 


