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3 John 
 
Certainly! The book of 3 John is a short epistle (or letter) found in the New Testament of 
the Christian Bible. Here is a brief description and summary of its contents: 
Author: The book is attributed to the Apostle John, who was one of Jesus' twelve 
disciples and also wrote the Gospel of John and the letters of 1 John and 2 John. 
Audience: The letter is addressed to a man named Gaius, who was likely a Christian 
leader in a particular church. It may have also been intended for a broader audience of 
Christians. 
Purpose: The letter is primarily concerned with addressing a conflict within a particular 
church community, possibly related to a group of traveling teachers who were causing 
problems. John encourages Gaius to continue his good work in the church and to support 
faithful teachers while avoiding those who are causing trouble. 
Key themes: The book emphasizes the importance of hospitality and caring for traveling 
missionaries and teachers, as well as the need to discern true teachings from false ones. It 
also highlights the dangers of pride and the importance of humility in Christian 
leadership. 
Summary: The book of 3 John is a personal letter from John to Gaius, in which John 
praises Gaius for his hospitality and support of traveling missionaries, and encourages 
him to continue in this good work. John warns against those who seek to cause division 
in the church and urges Gaius to stay true to the teachings of Christ. The letter ends with 
a brief greeting and a message of peace. 
 
There are several important verses in the book of 3 John. Here are a few examples: 

1. Verse 4: "I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the 
truth." This verse expresses John's joy in hearing that his spiritual children are 
living according to the teachings of Christ. 

2. Verse 11: "Beloved, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Whoever does 
good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God." This verse encourages 



Christians to avoid following false teachers and to instead follow those who teach 
the truth of God. 

3. Verse 13: "I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink." 
This verse suggests that John had more to say to his readers, but he preferred to 
speak with them in person rather than through writing. 

4. Verse 14: "Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by 
name." This verse concludes the letter with a message of peace and a reminder to 
greet each individual in the church community by name. 

Overall, the book of 3 John emphasizes the importance of following the truth of God and 
avoiding false teachings, while also encouraging hospitality, humility, and love within the 
Christian community. 
 
 

 
 
Notes: 
 
The Book of 3 John is one of the shortest books in the New Testament, consisting of only 
14 verses. It is written by the Apostle John and addressed to a man named Gaius, whom 
John commends for his faith and hospitality towards traveling preachers. 
Possible challenging themes or issues that may arise from the Book of 3 John include: 

1. The identity of the "Diotrephes" mentioned in verse 9, who is described as 
someone who loves to be first and does not acknowledge John's authority. 

2. The nature of the relationship between Gaius and the traveling preachers whom 
John mentions, and how this relates to the broader issue of hospitality in the early 
Christian community. 

3. The meaning of John's statement in verse 11, "Whoever does good is from God; 
whoever does evil has not seen God." This statement raises questions about the 
relationship between faith and works, and the nature of good and evil. 

4. The broader theological implications of the Book of 3 John, including its 
relationship to other New Testament writings and its contribution to the 
development of Christian doctrine. 

While these themes and issues may be challenging to interpret and understand, it is 
important to keep in mind that the Bible is a complex and multifaceted text that can be 
interpreted in a variety of ways. As such, different readers may have different questions 
and interpretations of the Book of 3 John based on their own backgrounds, beliefs, and 
perspectives. 
 
 


