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Numbers 

The Book of Numbers is the fourth book of the Christian Old Testament. It begins with 
the Israelites at Sinai, where God commands Moses to take a census of the people. The 
book then describes the journey of the Israelites through the wilderness, during which 
they complain about their conditions and God punishes them with plagues and other 
misfortunes. 
Along the way, God gives Moses various laws and regulations for the Israelites to follow, 
including instructions for sacrifice, cleanliness, and the observance of various feasts and 
holidays. The book also includes several stories of rebellion and disobedience among the 
Israelites, as well as the punishment that God metes out for these transgressions. 
The latter part of the book describes the Israelites' approach to the Promised Land and 
their encounters with various other peoples along the way. The book ends with the 
Israelites finally reaching the borders of Canaan, the land that God promised to them, and 
with Moses giving his final instructions to the people before his death. 
 
Here is a brief summary of each chapter in the Book of Numbers: 
Chapter 1: God commands Moses to take a census of the Israelites. 
Chapter 2: The Israelites are organized into groups for their journey through the 
wilderness. 
Chapter 3: The descendants of Aaron are designated as priests, and the Levites are set 
apart for service in the tabernacle. 
Chapter 4: The duties of the Levites in caring for the tabernacle are outlined. 
Chapter 5: Laws concerning restitution for wrongdoing and for the purification of those 
who have been defiled are given. 
Chapter 6: The Nazirite vow is introduced, and instructions are given for the priests to 
bless the people. 
Chapter 7: The leaders of each tribe bring offerings for the dedication of the tabernacle. 
Chapter 8: The Levites are consecrated for service in the tabernacle. 
Chapter 9: Instructions are given for celebrating the Passover and observing the cloud 
that guides the Israelites. 
Chapter 10: The Israelites set out from Sinai and are led by the cloud. 



Chapter 11: The people complain about their conditions, and God sends quail and a 
plague. 
Chapter 12: Miriam and Aaron speak against Moses, and Miriam is punished with 
leprosy. 
Chapter 13: The Israelites send spies into Canaan, and the spies report back with a mixed 
assessment of the land. 
Chapter 14: The people rebel against Moses and Joshua and refuse to enter the land, so 
God punishes them with wandering in the wilderness. 
Chapter 15: Laws concerning offerings, sacrifices, and Sabbath observance are given. 
Chapter 16: Korah and other rebels challenge the authority of Moses and Aaron, and are 
punished with death. 
Chapter 17: God demonstrates that Aaron and his descendants are the rightful priests by 
causing Aaron's staff to sprout. 
Chapter 18: The Levites are given various duties and responsibilities in the service of the 
tabernacle. 
Chapter 19: The ritual of the red heifer is given for purification from defilement. 
Chapter 20: The Israelites complain about the lack of water, and Moses strikes a rock to 
bring forth water, but is punished for not giving God the credit. 
Chapter 21: The Israelites defeat several Canaanite kings and are punished with a plague 
of snakes. 
Chapter 22: Balak, king of Moab, hires Balaam to curse the Israelites, but God causes 
Balaam to bless them instead. 
Chapter 23: Balaam blesses the Israelites, to the dismay of Balak. 
Chapter 24: Balaam blesses the Israelites again, prophesying their eventual triumph over 
their enemies. 
Chapter 25: The Israelites are enticed into worshiping the god Baal, and God punishes 
them with a plague. 
Chapter 26: Another census is taken to determine the size of the new generation of 
Israelites. 
Chapter 27: The daughters of Zelophehad petition for their inheritance, and Joshua is 
designated as Moses' successor. 
Chapter 28: Instructions are given for the daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly offerings 
and sacrifices. 
Chapter 29: Instructions are given for the observance of the feasts of Trumpets, 
Atonement, and Tabernacles. 
Chapter 30: Laws concerning vows made by women are given. 
Chapter 31: The Israelites defeat the Midianites and divide the spoils. 
Chapter 32: The tribes of Reuben and Gad ask for permission to settle on the east side of 
the Jordan, and Moses grants their request. 
Chapter 33: A record of the Israelites' journey through the wilderness is given. 
Chapter 34: God gives Moses instructions for dividing the land of Canaan among the 
tribes of Israel, specifying the borders of the land on each side. The chapter also lists the 
names of the men appointed to help divide the land. 
Chapter 35: God instructs the Israelites to set aside certain cities as cities of refuge where 
people who accidentally killed someone could flee to avoid being killed in retaliation. 



The chapter also sets out the rules for determining whether someone had killed another 
person accidentally or intentionally. 
Chapter 36: This chapter deals with the issue of inheritance and marriage within the tribes 
of Israel. The daughters of Zelophehad, who had previously petitioned for their 
inheritance, are required to marry within their own tribe so that the inheritance would 
remain within the tribe. The chapter also clarifies that women who inherit property must 
marry within their own tribe to prevent the land from passing to a different tribe. 
 
 
Chapter 1 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible recounts how God commanded 
Moses to conduct a census of the Israelites who were able to serve in the army. Moses 
and Aaron, along with the leaders of each tribe, took note of every male aged 20 or older 
who was fit for battle. The tribe of Levi was excluded from the census because they were 
set apart to serve in the tabernacle. The total number of Israelite men counted was 
603,550. The chapter concludes by listing the leaders of each tribe who assisted Moses 
and Aaron in the census-taking process. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 1 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible are: 
 
1:1 - "The Lord spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first 
day of the second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He 
said:" 
1:2-3 - "Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans and families, 
listing every man by name, one by one. You and Aaron are to count according to their 
divisions all the men in Israel who are twenty years old or more and able to serve in the 
army." 
1:17 - "So Moses and Aaron took these men who had been designated by name," 
1:20-21 - "These were the men appointed from the community, the leaders of their 
ancestral tribes. They were the heads of the clans of Israel." 
1:46 - "The total number was 603,550." 
These verses introduce the book of Numbers by describing how God commands Moses 
and Aaron to take a census of the Israelites, and how they carry out this task with the help 
of appointed leaders from each tribe. The final verse in the chapter gives the total number 
of men who were counted in the census. 
 
 
Chapter 2 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes how the Israelites 
were to camp and travel during their journey in the wilderness. The Lord commanded 
Moses and Aaron to arrange the camps in a specific formation, with each tribe assigned a 
designated position around the tabernacle. The tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun 
were to camp to the east of the tabernacle, while Reuben, Simeon, and Gad camped to the 
south. The tribe of Levi camped around the tabernacle, and the remaining tribes camped 
to the north and west. The chapter concludes by describing how the Israelites were to 
break camp and travel, with the tabernacle and its furnishings being carried by the 
Levites 
 



The key verses in Chapter 2 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible are: 
 Verse 2: "The Israelites are to camp around the tent of meeting some distance 

from it, each of them under their standard and holding the banners of their 
family." 

 Verse 17: "Then the tent of meeting and the camp of the Levites will set out in the 
middle of the camps. They will set out in the same order as they encamp, each in 
their own place under their standard." 

These verses describe the arrangement of the Israelite camp during their journey in the 
wilderness. The different tribes were to camp around the tent of meeting in a specific 
order, each under their own banner or standard. The Levites were to camp in the middle 
of the other tribes and were responsible for the care of the tabernacle. This organization 
and order of the camp helped to maintain unity and structure among the Israelites during 
their travels. 
 
 
Chapter 3 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the duties and 
responsibilities of the tribe of Levi, who were set apart by God to serve in the tabernacle. 
The chapter begins by listing the names of the sons of Aaron who were designated as 
priests, and then describes the roles of the Levites who were assigned to assist them. The 
Levites were responsible for setting up and taking down the tabernacle, transporting its 
various parts, and performing other tasks related to worship and sacrifice. The Levites 
were also assigned to take the place of the firstborn males of Israel, who were previously 
consecrated to God, but were spared in the Passover. The chapter concludes by 
describing how the Levites were divided into three families and assigned to different 
areas around the tabernacle. 
 
The key verses from chapter 3 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar." - Numbers 3:2 

 "And Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord, when they offered unauthorized fire 
before the Lord in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children. So Eleazar 
and Ithamar served as priests in the lifetime of Aaron their father." - Numbers 3:4 

 "Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may 
minister to him." - Numbers 3:6 

 "And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the people of Israel instead 
of every firstborn who opens the womb among the people of Israel. The Levites 
shall be mine." - Numbers 3:12 

 "And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the 
people of Israel, to do the service for the people of Israel at the tent of meeting 
and to make atonement for the people of Israel, that there may be no plague 
among the people of Israel for coming too near the sanctuary." - Numbers 3:9-10 

 
 
Chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible continues to describe the duties 
and responsibilities of the tribe of Levi, specifically the Kohathites, who were responsible 
for transporting the holy objects in the tabernacle. The chapter begins by listing the 



specific items that were to be transported by the Kohathites, including the ark of the 
covenant, the table of showbread, the lampstand, the altars, and the utensils. The chapter 
then describes how each item was to be covered and carried by the Kohathites, with 
specific instructions given for each object. The chapter concludes by emphasizing the 
importance of following these instructions, as any unauthorized person who touched the 
holy objects would be put to death. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 4 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 'Take a census of the sons of 
Kohath from among the sons of Levi, by their clans and their fathers' houses.'" - 
Numbers 4:1-2 

 "And when the camp is to set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and take down 
the veil of the screen and cover the ark of the testimony with it." - Numbers 4:5 

 "And they shall take a cloth of blue and cover the lampstand for the light, with its 
lamps, its tongs, its trays, and all the vessels for oil with which it is supplied." - 
Numbers 4:9 

 "Then they shall take all the vessels of the service used in the sanctuary and put 
them in a cloth of blue and cover them with a covering of goatskin and put them 
on the carrying frame." - Numbers 4:12 

 "All the service of the sons of the Gershonites shall be at the command of Aaron 
and his sons, in all that they are to carry and in all that they have to do. And you 
shall assign to their charge all that they are to carry." - Numbers 4:27 

 
 
Chapter 5 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible provides instructions for dealing 
with various types of uncleanness and wrongdoing in the Israelite camp. The chapter 
begins by describing how anyone who had a skin disease or who had come into contact 
with a dead body was to be removed from the camp for a period of time until they were 
ceremonially cleansed. The chapter then describes how someone who wronged another 
person was to make restitution and offer a sacrifice to God. If the wronged person was 
dead or could not be found, the restitution was to be given to the priest. Finally, the 
chapter describes a ritual for testing a woman suspected of adultery, in which she would 
drink a concoction of water and dust from the tabernacle floor. If she was guilty, she 
would suffer physical consequences, but if she was innocent, she would be cleared of 
suspicion. The chapter emphasizes the importance of maintaining purity and justice in the 
Israelite camp. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 5 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Command the people of Israel that they put 
out of the camp everyone who is leprous or has a discharge and everyone who is 
unclean through contact with the dead.'" - Numbers 5:1-2 

 "Say to the people of Israel, When a man or woman commits any of the sins that 
people commit by breaking faith with the Lord, and that person realizes his guilt," 
- Numbers 5:6 



 "And the priest shall take holy water in an earthenware vessel and take some of 
the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water." - Numbers 
5:17 

 "And the priest shall set the woman before the Lord and unbind the hair of the 
woman's head and place in her hands the grain offering of remembrance, which is 
the grain offering of jealousy." - Numbers 5:18 

 "Then the man shall be free from iniquity, but the woman shall bear her iniquity." 
- Numbers 5:31 

 
 
Chapter 6 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible provides instructions for the 
Nazirites, who were individuals who voluntarily took a vow of consecration to God. The 
chapter begins by describing the requirements of the Nazirite vow, which included 
abstaining from wine and other fermented drinks, avoiding contact with dead bodies, and 
refraining from cutting one's hair. The Nazirite vow was a temporary state of 
consecration, and at the end of the designated period, the Nazirite was to offer various 
sacrifices and shave their head. The chapter also describes how a Nazirite could become 
ceremonially unclean and what steps were required to regain purity. The chapter 
concludes by emphasizing the special consecration and dedication that came with taking 
the Nazirite vow. 
 
the key verses in Chapter 6 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 6 of the Book of Numbers in the 
Christian Bible: 

 "And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to the people of Israel and say to 
them, When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, 
to separate himself to the Lord,'" - Numbers 6:1-2 

 "All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the 
grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins." - Numbers 6:4 

 "And he shall take the hair of his head and shave it off at the entrance of the tent 
of meeting and shall take the hair and put it on the fire that is under the sacrifice 
of the peace offering." - Numbers 6:18 

 "This is the law of the Nazirite. But if he vows an offering to the Lord above his 
Nazirite vow, as he can afford, in exact accordance with the vow that he takes, 
then he shall do in addition to the law of the Nazirite." - Numbers 6:21 

 "Thus shall you bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless 
you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace." - Numbers 
6:23-26 

 
 
Chapter 7 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the offerings that were 
presented by the leaders of each tribe of Israel at the dedication of the tabernacle. Each 
leader brought a silver dish and a silver basin, filled with various offerings, including 
animals, grain, and oil. These offerings were presented over a twelve-day period, with 
each tribe presenting its offerings on a designated day. The chapter describes each tribe's 



offerings in detail and emphasizes the generosity and unity of the Israelites in presenting 
these gifts. The chapter concludes by describing how God spoke to Moses from the 
mercy seat of the ark of the covenant, demonstrating his presence and approval of the 
Israelites' offerings. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 7 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Sure! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 7 of the Book of Numbers in the 
Christian Bible: 

 "On the day when Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle and had anointed 
and consecrated it with all its furnishings and had anointed and consecrated the 
altar with all its utensils," - Numbers 7:1 

 "And the Lord said to Moses, 'Accept these from them, that they may be used in 
the service of the tent of meeting, and give them to the Levites, to each man 
according to his service.'" - Numbers 7:5-6 

 "On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar, the chief of Issachar, made an 
offering." - Numbers 7:18 

 "On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, the chief of the people of Zebulun, made 
an offering." - Numbers 7:24 

 "On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan, the chief of the people of Naphtali, 
offered." - Numbers 7:78 

Chapter 7 lists the offerings of the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel for the 
consecration of the altar and the tabernacle. The chapter is quite long and repetitive, with 
each leader bringing the same offering, but it emphasizes the unity of the tribes in the 
worship of the Lord. 
 
 
Chapter 8 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the consecration of 
the Levites, who were set apart as servants of God in the tabernacle. The chapter begins 
by describing how the Levites were to be purified and shaved before being presented to 
the priests for consecration. The Levites were then to serve in various roles, including 
setting up and taking down the tabernacle, carrying the holy objects, and assisting the 
priests in their duties. The chapter also describes how the Levites were to retire from 
service at the age of fifty, but could still assist in certain tasks if they chose to do so. The 
chapter concludes by emphasizing the importance of the Levites' service and the care that 
was to be taken in setting them apart for this role. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 8 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 8 of the Book of Numbers in the 
Christian Bible: 

 "Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to Aaron and say to him, When 
you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the lampstand.'" - 
Numbers 8:1-2 

 "And Aaron did so: he set up its lamps in front of the lampstand, as the Lord 
commanded Moses." - Numbers 8:3 

 "Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the people of Israel, and the 
Levites shall be mine." - Numbers 8:14 



 "And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the 
people of Israel, to do the service for the people of Israel at the tent of meeting 
and to make atonement for the people of Israel, that there may be no plague 
among the people of Israel when the people of Israel come near the sanctuary." - 
Numbers 8:19 

 "And after that the Levites went in to do their service in the tent of meeting before 
Aaron and his sons; as the Lord had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, 
so they did to them." - Numbers 8:22 

Chapter 8 describes the cleansing and consecration of the Levites for their service in the 
tabernacle. It also includes instructions for the lighting of the lampstand and the 
retirement of the Levites from their service at the age of 50. 
 
 
Chapter 9 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the celebration of the 
Passover in the second year after the Israelites' departure from Egypt. The chapter begins 
by describing how God instructed Moses to tell the Israelites to celebrate the Passover on 
the fourteenth day of the first month of the year, using a lamb or goat as a sacrifice. 
However, those who were ceremonially unclean or away on a journey could celebrate the 
Passover on the fourteenth day of the second month instead. The chapter also describes 
how the Israelites were to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days, during 
which time they were to eat only unleavened bread and avoid any leavened products. The 
chapter emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commands and the celebration 
of these festivals as reminders of the Israelites' deliverance from Egypt. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 9 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "And the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the 
second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying," - Numbers 9:1 

 "Let the people of Israel keep the Passover at its appointed time." - Numbers 9:2 
 "And those men said to him, 'We are unclean through touching a dead body. Why 

are we kept from bringing the Lord's offering at its appointed time among the 
people of Israel?'" - Numbers 9:7 

 "But if anyone who is clean and is not on a journey fails to keep the Passover, that 
person shall be cut off from his people because he did not bring the Lord's 
offering at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin." - Numbers 9:13 

 "Whether it was two days or a month or a longer time, that the cloud continued 
over the tabernacle, abiding there, the people of Israel remained in camp and did 
not set out, but when it lifted they set out." - Numbers 9:22 

Chapter 9 deals with the observance of the Passover and the regulation of the camp of 
Israel according to the movement of the cloud above the tabernacle. It also includes the 
story of some men who were unable to keep the Passover because they were unclean, and 
God's provision for them to keep it at a later time. 
 
 
Chapter 10 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the Israelites' 
journey from Mount Sinai to the Wilderness of Paran. The chapter begins by describing 



how two silver trumpets were to be used to signal various events, including the calling of 
assemblies and the beginning of journeys. The chapter then describes how the Israelites 
set out from Mount Sinai in an orderly fashion, with the tribes arranged in a specific 
order as they marched. The chapter also describes how Moses asked his brother-in-law 
Hobab to accompany the Israelites on their journey and act as a guide, but Hobab initially 
refused. The chapter concludes by describing how the Israelites began to grumble and 
complain on their journey, which would lead to various challenges and setbacks in the 
future. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 10 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Make two silver trumpets. Of hammered work 
you shall make them, and you shall use them for summoning the congregation and 
for breaking camp.'" - Numbers 10:1-2 

 "And when you blow an alarm, the camps that are on the east side shall set out. 
And when you blow an alarm the second time, the camps that are on the south 
side shall set out. An alarm is to be blown whenever they are to set out." - 
Numbers 10:5-6 

 "And if you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then 
you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before 
the Lord your God, and you will be saved from your enemies." - Numbers 10:9 

 "And Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, 
'We are setting out for the place of which the Lord said, "I will give it to you." 
Come with us, and we will do good to you, for the Lord has promised good to 
Israel.'" - Numbers 10:29 

 "And the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them three days' journey, to 
seek out a resting place for them." - Numbers 10:33 

Chapter 10 describes the use of silver trumpets to signal the movement of the Israelites in 
the wilderness, as well as their use in times of war. It also includes the departure of the 
Israelites from Mount Sinai and the leadership of the ark of the covenant on their journey. 
 

 
Chapter 11 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes the Israelites' 
complaints and God's response to their dissatisfaction. The chapter begins by describing 
how the Israelites complained about the manna that God had provided for them, longing 
for the meat and other foods they had eaten in Egypt. Moses became frustrated with the 
people and pleaded with God for help. God responded by providing the Israelites with 
quail to eat, but also struck them with a plague as a punishment for their complaining. 
The chapter then describes how Moses appointed seventy elders to assist him in leading 
the people, and how the Spirit of God came upon them to empower their leadership. The 
chapter concludes by describing how God continued to provide manna for the Israelites, 
but also warned them of the consequences of their complaining and ungratefulness. 
 
The key verses from chapter 11 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 



 "Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the Lord, and 
when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the Lord burned 
among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp." - Numbers 11:1 

 "The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started 
wailing and said, 'If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in 
Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now 
we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!'" - Numbers 
11:4-6 

 "Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the entrance to their tents. The 
Lord became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled." - Numbers 11:10 

 "The Lord answered Moses, 'Is the Lord's arm too short? Now you will see 
whether or not what I say will come true for you.'" - Numbers 11:23 

 "But Moses replied, 'I am not able to carry all these people by myself; the burden 
is too heavy for me.'" - Numbers 11:14 

Chapter 11 tells the story of the Israelites complaining about their hardships in the 
wilderness, particularly their lack of meat, and God's response to their complaints. Moses 
also expresses his own frustration with the burden of leading the people, and God 
instructs him to appoint seventy elders to share the responsibility. 
 
 
Chapter 12 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes a conflict within the 
Israelite leadership. The chapter begins by describing how Moses' sister Miriam and 
brother Aaron spoke against him, criticizing his marriage to a Cushite woman and 
challenging his authority as God's chosen leader. God hears their criticism and calls them 
out for their rebellion, affirming Moses' unique relationship with Him. The chapter then 
describes how God punished Miriam for her rebellion by afflicting her with leprosy, 
causing her to be temporarily cast out of the camp. Moses intercedes for his sister and 
pleads with God to heal her, and God ultimately does so after seven days of isolation. The 
chapter concludes with the Israelites continuing their journey through the wilderness. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 12 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 12 of the Book of Numbers in 
the Christian Bible: 

 "Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for 
he had married a Cushite." - Numbers 12:1 

 "Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken 
through us?" And the Lord heard this." - Numbers 12:2 

 "At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, 'Come out to the tent of 
meeting, all three of you.' So the three of them went out." - Numbers 12:4 

 "With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the 
Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" - 
Numbers 12:8 

 "So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not 
move on till she was brought back." - Numbers 12:15 

Chapter 12 tells the story of Miriam and Aaron speaking against Moses because of his 
Cushite wife and claiming that they, too, are prophets. God rebukes Miriam and Aaron 



and punishes Miriam with leprosy, which is later healed after Moses intercedes on her 
behalf. 
 
 
Chapter 13 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible describes how Moses sends 
out twelve spies to explore the land of Canaan, which God had promised to give to the 
Israelites. The chapter begins by listing the names of the twelve spies and describing their 
mission to scout out the land, including its people, cities, and resources. After forty days, 
the spies return and present their report to Moses and the people. The majority of the 
spies report that the land is abundant and fruitful, but that the inhabitants are strong and 
fortified. However, two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, express faith in God's ability to 
give them victory over the inhabitants of the land. Despite this, the Israelites are filled 
with fear and doubt, and even contemplate returning to Egypt. This leads to God's 
punishment of the Israelites, declaring that none of them except Caleb and Joshua would 
enter the Promised Land. The chapter ends with the Israelites wandering in the wilderness 
for forty years as a result of their disobedience and lack of faith. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 13 of the Book "Numbers" in Christian Bible  
Certainly! Here are some of the key verses from chapter 13 of the Book of Numbers in 
the Christian Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I 
am giving to the Israelites.'" - Numbers 13:1-2 

 "So they went up and explored the land...When they reached the Valley of Eshkol, 
they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried it on 
a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and figs." - Numbers 13:21, 
23 

 "But the men who had gone up with him said, 'We can't attack those people; they 
are stronger than we are.'" - Numbers 13:31 

 "But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, 'We should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.'" - Numbers 13:30 

 "But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me 
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will 
inherit it." - Numbers 14:24 

Chapter 13 describes how Moses sends twelve men, one from each tribe of Israel, to 
explore the land of Canaan. When they return, they bring back a report of the land's 
richness, but also of its fortified cities and powerful inhabitants. While Caleb and Joshua 
urge the Israelites to trust in God and take possession of the land, the other ten spies 
spread fear and panic among the people, causing them to rebel against Moses and refuse 
to enter the Promised Land. As a result, God declares that the Israelites will wander in the 
wilderness for forty years until that entire generation has died. 
 
 
Chapter 14 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible continues the story of the 
Israelites' lack of faith and disobedience. The chapter begins with the people weeping and 
complaining against Moses and Aaron, expressing a desire to have died in Egypt rather 
than face the challenges of conquering the land of Canaan. Caleb and Joshua again 



attempt to reassure the people and encourage them to have faith in God's promise, but the 
people respond by threatening to stone them. God becomes angry with the Israelites and 
threatens to destroy them, but Moses intercedes for the people, pleading with God to 
spare them for the sake of His own reputation. God ultimately relents and forgives the 
people, but declares that none of the current generation will be allowed to enter the 
Promised Land. Instead, they will wander in the wilderness for forty years, until all of the 
adults have died, and their children will inherit the land. The chapter ends with the 
Israelites repenting of their disobedience, but being unable to enter the land of Canaan as 
punishment for their lack of faith. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 14 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept 
aloud." - Numbers 14:1 

 "The Lord replied, 'I have forgiven them, as you asked. Nevertheless, as surely as 
I live and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the whole earth, not one of those 
who saw my glory and the signs I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness but 
who disobeyed me and tested me ten times— not one of them will ever see the 
land I promised on oath to their ancestors.'" - Numbers 14:20-23 

 "But in this wilderness your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old 
or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me." - 
Numbers 14:29 

 "The Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you will fall by the 
sword. Because you have turned away from the Lord, he will not be with you and 
you will fall by the sword." - Numbers 14:43-44 

 "The next morning they went up toward the highest point in the hill country, 
saying, 'Now we are ready to go up to the land the Lord promised. Surely we have 
sinned!'" - Numbers 14:40 

Chapter 14 continues the story of the Israelites' rebellion against God and their refusal to 
enter the Promised Land. God punishes them by decreeing that they will wander in the 
wilderness for forty years, until the entire generation of those who doubted Him has died. 
Only Caleb and Joshua are spared, and God promises that their descendants will inherit 
the land. In the aftermath of this rebellion, the Israelites mourn and regret their 
disobedience, but it is too late to undo the consequences of their actions. 
 
 
Chapter 15 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible contains instructions from God 
to the Israelites regarding various offerings and sacrifices that they are to make. The 
chapter begins by detailing the kinds of offerings that the people are to make when they 
enter the land of Canaan, including burnt offerings, grain offerings, and drink offerings. 
God provides specific instructions for each kind of offering, emphasizing the importance 
of offering them correctly and with a sincere heart. The chapter also includes instructions 
for how to make atonement for unintentional sins and describes the consequences for 
those who intentionally disobey God's commands. The chapter concludes with an account 
of a man who is caught gathering wood on the Sabbath day, which is a violation of God's 
law. Moses consults with God on how to punish the man, and God orders that he be put 



to death by stoning. This serves as a warning to the Israelites to take God's commands 
seriously and to obey them fully. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 15 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Speak to the Israelites and say to them: When you enter 
the land I am going to give you as a home.'" - Numbers 15:1-2 

 "The community is to have the same rules for you and for the foreigner residing 
among you; this is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You and the 
foreigner shall be the same before the Lord." - Numbers 15:15-16 

 "But anyone who sins defiantly, whether native-born or foreigner, blasphemes the 
Lord and must be cut off from the people of Israel." - Numbers 15:30-31 

 "Put tassels on the corners of your garments throughout the generations, so you 
may remember to obey all the commands of the Lord and do them." - Numbers 
15:38-39 

 Chapter 15 contains several laws and regulations given by God to Moses for the 
Israelites to follow once they enter the Promised Land. These include instructions 
for various offerings, tithes, and the importance of observing the Sabbath day. 
The chapter also emphasizes the equal treatment of both Israelites and foreigners 
in matters of law and justice, and the importance of obeying God's commands. 

  
 
 
Chapter 16 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible tells the story of a rebellion 
against Moses and Aaron led by a man named Korah, along with several other Levites 
and community leaders. Korah and his followers challenge Moses and Aaron's 
leadership, accusing them of being too controlling and suggesting that they are not the 
only ones chosen by God to lead the Israelites. Moses responds by proposing a test in 
which each man will offer incense to God, with the one who is chosen by God being 
recognized as the rightful leader. However, before this can happen, God intervenes and 
punishes Korah and his followers with death, causing the earth to open up and swallow 
them. The chapter concludes with God instructing Moses to have the censers used in the 
rebellion melted down and made into plates to cover the altar as a reminder to the 
Israelites not to rebel against God's chosen leaders. Overall, the chapter emphasizes the 
importance of obedience to God and his appointed leaders, as well as the consequences of 
rebellion and disobedience. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 16 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain Reubenites—
Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth—became insolent and 
rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite men, well-known 
community leaders who had been appointed members of the council." - Numbers 
16:1-2 

 "Moses also said to Korah, 'Now listen, you Levites! Isn’t it enough for you that 
the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the Israelite community and 



brought you near himself to do the work at the Lord’s tabernacle and to stand 
before the community and minister to them?'" - Numbers 16:8-9 

 "Then the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and their households, and 
all those associated with Korah, together with their possessions." - Numbers 16:32 

 "But on the next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and 
Aaron. 'You have killed the Lord’s people,' they said." - Numbers 16:41 

Chapter 16 tells the story of the rebellion led by Korah, Dathan, and Abiram against 
Moses and Aaron, which ends with God causing the earth to open up and swallow the 
rebels and their families. The chapter also includes a second incident in which the 
Israelites complain and accuse Moses and Aaron of causing the death of the rebels, 
resulting in a plague that kills many more people. 
 

 
Chapter 17 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible tells the story of how God 
confirms Aaron's position as high priest and leader of the tribe of Levi. After the 
rebellion of Korah and his followers, God commands Moses to have each of the twelve 
tribal leaders bring a staff to the tabernacle, with Aaron's staff representing the tribe of 
Levi. The staffs are placed in the tabernacle overnight, and the next morning, Aaron's 
staff has miraculously budded and produced almonds, while the other staffs remain 
unchanged. This serves as a sign from God that Aaron is indeed the chosen high priest, 
and the staff is kept in the tabernacle as a reminder to the Israelites of God's choice. The 
chapter ends with the Israelites acknowledging Aaron's position as high priest and 
recognizing the consequences of challenging his leadership. Overall, the chapter 
emphasizes God's sovereignty and his choice of Aaron as high priest, reinforcing the 
importance of obedience to God's chosen leaders. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 17 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Speak to the Israelites and get twelve staffs from them, 
one from the leader of each of their ancestral tribes. Write the name of each man 
on his staff. On the staff of Levi write Aaron’s name, for there must be one staff 
for the head of each ancestral tribe.'" - Numbers 17:1-3 

 "The next day Moses entered the tent and saw that Aaron’s staff, which 
represented the tribe of Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded, blossomed 
and produced almonds." - Numbers 17:8 

 "Then the Lord said to Moses, 'Put back Aaron’s staff in front of the ark of the 
covenant law, to be kept as a sign to the rebellious. This will put an end to their 
grumbling against me, so that they will not die.'" - Numbers 17:10 

 "The Israelites said to Moses, 'We will all die! We are lost, we are all lost! 
Anyone who even comes near the tabernacle of the Lord will die. Are we all 
going to die?'" - Numbers 17:12-13 

Chapter 17 tells the story of the miraculous budding of Aaron's staff, which confirms 
God's choice of Aaron and his descendants as the priests of Israel. This miracle convinces 
the Israelites that Moses and Aaron have been chosen by God and puts an end to their 
grumbling and rebellion. 
 



Chapter 18 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible discusses the duties and 
privileges of the tribe of Levi, who are set apart as priests and responsible for the service 
of the tabernacle. God commands Moses to assign specific duties to Aaron and his sons, 
who are to be supported by the Levites in their service. The Levites are given specific 
portions of the sacrifices as their share, including the tithes given by the Israelites. This 
chapter emphasizes the importance of the Levites and their role in maintaining the 
holiness of the tabernacle and the Israelite community. The chapter also highlights the 
importance of obedience and the consequences of disobedience, as seen in the previous 
rebellion of Korah and his followers. Overall, the chapter emphasizes the need for order 
and structure in the worship of God, and the importance of supporting those who are 
called to serve in that capacity. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 18 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Aaron, 'You, your sons and your family are to bear the 
responsibility for offenses connected with the sanctuary, and you and your sons 
alone are to bear the responsibility for offenses connected with the priesthood.'" - 
Numbers 18:1 

 "I give you all the finest olive oil and all the finest new wine and grain they give 
the Lord as the firstfruits of their harvest. All the land’s firstfruits that they bring 
to the Lord will be yours. Everyone in your household who is ceremonially clean 
may eat it." - Numbers 18:12-13 

 "The Lord said to Aaron, 'You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you 
have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the 
Israelites.'" - Numbers 18:20 

 "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the 
work they do while serving at the tent of meeting." - Numbers 18:21 

Chapter 18 establishes the duties and privileges of the Levites, particularly the priestly 
responsibilities of Aaron and his sons. The chapter also outlines the offerings and tithes 
that are to be given to the priests and Levites in order to support them in their work, and 
emphasizes that they have no inheritance in the land, as God is their inheritance. 
 
Chapter 19 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible outlines the ritual of the red 
heifer, which is used to purify people who have come into contact with a dead body. The 
red heifer is a perfect animal that has never been yoked and is sacrificed outside the 
camp. Its ashes are mixed with water to create a purification solution that is sprinkled on 
the person who needs to be purified. The chapter emphasizes the importance of purity 
and the seriousness of coming into contact with death, as well as the power of ritual and 
symbolism in the Israelite religion. The chapter also serves as a reminder that the 
Israelites are set apart as a holy people and must follow certain regulations in order to 
maintain their purity and relationship with God. Overall, the chapter emphasizes the need 
for spiritual and physical cleanliness in the Israelite community, and the importance of 
following God's instructions in maintaining that cleanliness. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 19 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 



 "The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: 'This is a requirement of the law that the 
Lord has commanded: Tell the Israelites to bring you a red heifer without defect 
or blemish and that has never been under a yoke.'" - Numbers 19:1-2 

 "The man who burns it must also wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he 
too will be unclean till evening." - Numbers 19:10 

 "This is a lasting ordinance for them: 'The man who sprinkles the water of 
cleansing must also wash his clothes, and anyone who touches the water of 
cleansing will be unclean till evening.'" - Numbers 19:21 

Chapter 19 describes the ritual of the red heifer, which is used to purify people who have 
become ritually unclean through contact with death. The ashes of the heifer are mixed 
with water to create the water of cleansing, which is sprinkled on those who need to be 
purified. This ritual is considered a lasting ordinance for the Israelites. 
 

 
Chapter 20 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible begins with the death of 
Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron. After Miriam's death, the Israelites complain to 
Moses and Aaron about the lack of water, and Moses strikes a rock with his staff to bring 
forth water. However, in doing so, Moses disobeys God's command to speak to the rock, 
and God punishes him by forbidding him from entering the Promised Land. 
The chapter also describes the Israelites' continued journey through the wilderness, as 
they encounter various nations and enemies along the way. They are initially denied 
passage through Edom, but eventually make their way to Mount Hor, where Aaron dies 
and is succeeded by his son Eleazar as high priest. 
Overall, the chapter emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commands and the 
consequences of disobedience. It also highlights the difficulties and challenges the 
Israelites face on their journey through the wilderness, and the importance of trusting in 
God to provide for their needs. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 20 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "In the first month the whole Israelite community arrived at the Desert of Zin, and 
they stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam died and was buried." - Numbers 20:1 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather 
the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its 
water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their 
livestock can drink.'" - Numbers 20:7-8 

 "But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 'Because you did not trust in me enough 
to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this 
community into the land I give them.'" - Numbers 20:12 

Chapter 20 tells the story of the Israelites arriving in the Desert of Zin and Miriam's 
death. It also includes the account of Moses striking the rock to bring forth water instead 
of speaking to it as God had instructed him. As a result, God punishes Moses and Aaron 
by not allowing them to enter the Promised Land. 
 
 



Chapter 21 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible begins with the Israelites' 
continued journey through the wilderness, as they encounter various nations and enemies 
along the way. They defeat the Canaanites in battle and continue to travel towards the 
land of Moab. 
However, the Israelites soon begin to complain again, this time about the lack of food and 
water. God sends fiery serpents to punish the Israelites, but He also instructs Moses to 
make a bronze serpent and set it on a pole so that those who look at it will be healed. 
The chapter also describes the Israelites' encounters with the Amorites, a powerful nation 
that refuses to allow the Israelites to pass through their land. However, the Israelites 
defeat the Amorites in battle and take possession of their land. 
Overall, the chapter emphasizes the consequences of complaining and disobedience, as 
well as the power of God to heal and save. It also highlights the importance of trusting in 
God and relying on His guidance and protection. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 21 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was 
coming along the road to Atharim. He attacked the Israelites and captured some of 
them." - Numbers 21:1 

 "Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many 
Israelites died." - Numbers 21:6 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 
bitten can look at it and live.'" - Numbers 21:8 

Chapter 21 tells the story of the Israelites' journey through the desert and their battles 
with the Canaanites. It also includes the account of God sending venomous snakes to 
punish the Israelites for their disobedience, and Moses making a bronze serpent and 
putting it on a pole as a means of salvation for those who were bitten. 
 
 
Chapter 22 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible begins with the Moabite king 
Balak becoming fearful of the Israelites, who are encamped near his territory. He seeks 
the help of Balaam, a renowned diviner, to curse the Israelites and weaken them. 
Balak sends messengers to Balaam, who initially refuses to come but eventually agrees to 
go with them after God gives him permission. However, on the journey, Balaam's donkey 
sees an angel of God blocking the path and refuses to move, leading to a confrontation 
between Balaam and the donkey. 
When Balaam finally arrives and meets with Balak, he attempts to curse the Israelites 
three times, but each time he ends up blessing them instead. Balaam acknowledges that 
he cannot curse what God has blessed, and he prophesies about the greatness of Israel and 
their future victories. 
The chapter highlights the power of God over human plans and schemes, and the 
importance of obeying His will. It also emphasizes the blessings that come from 
following God and the futility of attempting to curse those whom God has blessed. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 22 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 



 "Then the Israelites traveled to the plains of Moab and camped along the Jordan 
across from Jericho." - Numbers 22:1 

 "Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites, and Moab 
was terrified because there were so many people. Indeed, Moab was filled with 
dread because of the Israelites." - Numbers 22:2-3 

 "But God said to Balaam, 'Do not go with them. You must not put a curse on 
those people, because they are blessed.'" - Numbers 22:12 

Chapter 22 tells the story of the Israelites' arrival in the plains of Moab and the Moabite 
king Balak's attempt to hire the prophet Balaam to curse the Israelites. However, God 
commands Balaam not to curse the Israelites, and instead Balaam blesses them three 
times. 
 
 
Chapter 23 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible continues the story of Balaam 
and Balak. Balak takes Balaam to three different locations from which he can view the 
Israelites, and three times Balaam attempts to curse them, but each time he is unable to do 
so and ends up blessing them instead. 
Balaam emphasizes that he can only speak what God puts in his mouth, and that God has 
not cursed Israel because they are a people whom God has chosen and blessed. He 
proclaims that Israel is like a lion, strong and unconquerable, and that those who bless 
them will be blessed, while those who curse them will be cursed. 
Balak becomes frustrated with Balaam's inability to curse Israel, but Balaam insists that 
he cannot go against the word of the Lord. The chapter ends with Balak and Balaam 
parting ways, with Balaam returning home and Balak returning to his own kingdom. 
The chapter emphasizes the power and sovereignty of God over all nations and peoples, 
and the importance of trusting in God's blessings and protection. It also highlights the 
folly of attempting to curse those whom God has chosen and blessed. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 23 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "Balaam said, 'Build me seven altars here, and prepare seven bulls and seven rams 
for me.'" - Numbers 23:1 

 "Then the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth and said, 'Return to Balak and give 
him this word.'" - Numbers 23:5 

 "God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change 
his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?" - 
Numbers 23:19 

Chapter 23 continues the story of Balaam and Balak, with Balaam blessing the Israelites 
instead of cursing them as Balak had hoped. In this chapter, Balaam speaks several 
blessings that God has given him for the Israelites, including the well-known verse about 
God's faithfulness and truthfulness in keeping his promises. 
I hope this helps! Let me know if you have any other questions. 
 
 
Chapter 24 of the book of Numbers continues the story of Balaam, a diviner hired by 
Balak, the king of Moab, to curse the Israelites. In this chapter, Balaam blesses the 



Israelites three times instead of cursing them as Balak requested. Balaam also prophesies 
about a future ruler who will come from the Israelites and conquer Moab. Balak is angry 
with Balaam's blessings and sends him away without payment. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 24 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "When Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he did not resort to 
divination as at other times, but turned his face toward the wilderness." - Numbers 
24:1 

 "How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, your dwelling places, Israel!" - Numbers 
24:5 

 "May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse you be cursed!" - 
Numbers 24:9 

Chapter 24 is the final chapter in the story of Balaam and Balak. In this chapter, Balaam 
blesses the Israelites for a third time, speaking a prophecy that foreshadows the coming 
of a great king from Israel. The chapter ends with Balaam returning home and Balak 
returning to his own land. 
 
 
In Chapter 25 of the book of Numbers, the Israelites begin to worship the gods of Moab, 
specifically Baal of Peor. This angers God, who commands Moses to gather the leaders 
of the people and have them executed for their idolatry. A man named Zimri, a leader of 
the tribe of Simeon, openly engages in sexual immorality with a Midianite woman in 
front of Moses and the congregation. Phinehas, the son of Eleazar and grandson of 
Aaron, takes action and kills Zimri and the Midianite woman with a spear, stopping the 
plague that had already killed 24,000 people. As a result of Phinehas' actions, God makes 
a covenant of peace with him and his descendants. 
 
Here are some of the key verses from chapter 25 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian 
Bible: 

 "While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual 
immorality with Moabite women." - Numbers 25:1 

 "Then an Israelite man brought into the camp a Midianite woman right before the 
eyes of Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the 
entrance to the tent of meeting." - Numbers 25:6 

 "Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away 
from the Israelites. Since he was as zealous for my honor among them as I am, I 
did not put an end to them in my zeal." - Numbers 25:11 

Chapter 25 tells the story of how the Israelites began to engage in idolatry and sexual 
immorality with the Moabite women, and how God punished them for it. God was angry 
with the Israelites and sent a plague among them, which was only stopped when Phinehas 
took action and killed an Israelite man and a Midianite woman who were openly sinning 
in the sight of the Israelites. As a result of Phinehas' zeal, God's anger was turned away 
from the Israelites. 
 
 



Chapter 26 of the Book of Numbers contains a census taken of the Israelites after they 
had spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness. The census counted men aged 20 and 
over who were eligible for military service, by tribe. The total number of men counted 
was 601,730, which was a slightly higher number than the previous census taken in 
Chapter 1. The chapter also lists the descendants of each tribe and their inheritance in the 
land. The chapter concludes with the story of the daughters of Zelophehad, who were 
granted inheritance in their father's absence because he had no sons. 
 
Here are some key verses from chapter 26 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "After the plague the Lord said to Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest, 
'Take a census of the whole Israelite community by families—all those twenty 
years old or more who are able to serve in the army of Israel.'" - Numbers 26:1-2 

 "These were the families of Issachar according to those numbered in the census: 
64,300." - Numbers 26:25 

 "Not one of them was among those counted by Moses and Aaron the priest when 
they counted the Israelites in the Desert of Sinai." - Numbers 26:64 

Chapter 26 records the second census taken by Moses and Eleazar, after the plague that 
struck the Israelites as a result of their sin in the previous chapter. The purpose of the 
census was to determine the number of men who were able to serve in the army of Israel. 
The chapter lists the names of the families and the numbers of men in each family who 
were counted in the census. 
 
Chapter 27 of the Book of Numbers begins with the story of five sisters from the tribe of 
Manasseh who approach Moses and the leaders of Israel to request the inheritance of 
their deceased father. At this time, the laws of inheritance only allowed property to be 
passed down to male heirs. Moses consults with God, who instructs him to allow the 
daughters to inherit their father's land, setting a precedent for future cases. 
Later in the chapter, God tells Moses that he will soon die and that Joshua will be his 
successor. Moses asks God to appoint a leader who will lead the people and care for them 
after he is gone. God instructs Moses to take Joshua, set him before the high priest 
Eleazar, and commission him in front of the whole community. 
 
Here are some key verses from chapter 27 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "Then the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son 
of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph, 
came forward; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 
Milcah, and Tirzah." - Numbers 27:1 

 "Our father died in the wilderness, but he was not among the company of those 
who gathered together against the Lord in company with Korah, but died for his 
own sin; and he had no sons." - Numbers 27:3 

 "And the Lord said to Moses, 'The daughters of Zelophehad are right in what they 
are saying; you shall indeed let them possess an inheritance among their father's 
brothers and pass the inheritance of their father on to them.'" - Numbers 27:6-7 

In this chapter, the daughters of Zelophehad approach Moses and the leaders of Israel to 
request an inheritance in the land since their father had no sons. This prompts a ruling 
from God that daughters are allowed to inherit in the absence of male heirs. The chapter 



also records the transfer of leadership from Moses to Joshua and the instructions for the 
offerings to be made on various occasions. 
 
 
In Chapter 28 of the book of Numbers, God instructs Moses to tell the Israelites about the 
offerings they should bring to Him at appointed times, including the daily burnt offerings, 
the Sabbath offerings, and the monthly offerings. God also gives specific instructions on 
the sacrifices that should be made during the annual festivals of Passover, the Feast of 
Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles. The chapter emphasizes the importance of offering 
sacrifices to God in accordance with His commands and at the designated times, as a sign 
of the Israelites' devotion and obedience to Him. 
 
Here are some key verses from chapter 28 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses, 'Command the Israelites and say to them: "Be sure to 
present to me at the appointed time my food offerings, as an aroma pleasing to 
me."'" - Numbers 28:1-2 

 "On the Sabbath day, make an offering of two lambs a year old without defect, 
together with its drink offering and a grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of 
the finest flour mixed with olive oil." - Numbers 28:9 

 "On the first day of each month, present a burnt offering to the Lord of two young 
bulls, one ram and seven male lambs a year old, all without defect. With each bull 
there is to be a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of the finest flour mixed 
with oil; with the ram, a grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of the finest 
flour mixed with oil; and with each lamb, a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah 
of the finest flour mixed with oil." - Numbers 28:11-13 

 "On the fourteenth day of the first month the Lord’s Passover is to be held. On the 
fifteenth day of this month there is to be a festival; for seven days eat bread made 
without yeast." - Numbers 28:16-17 

In this chapter, God gives instructions to Moses regarding the daily and seasonal 
offerings that the Israelites were to make to Him. This includes offerings on the Sabbath, 
the first of the month, the Passover, and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The offerings 
were to be made with specific animals and amounts of flour mixed with oil, and were 
meant to be pleasing aromas to God. 
 
 
Chapter 29 in the book of Numbers outlines the various sacrifices and festivals that the 
Israelites were required to observe. It provides a detailed schedule of offerings that were 
to be made on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis, as well as during the annual feasts of 
the Lord. The chapter specifies the number and types of animals to be offered for each 
sacrifice, and the appropriate time and location for their presentation. The offerings 
included burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings, and sin offerings. These 
sacrifices were meant to signify the Israelites' dedication to God and their desire to atone 
for their sins. The chapter emphasizes the importance of following God's commands and 
honoring Him through ritual sacrifice. 
 
The key verses in Chapter 29 of the Book of Numbers: 



1. "And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto 
you." (Numbers 29:1, KJV) 

2. "And ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour unto the Lord; one young 
bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year without blemish:" (Numbers 
29:2, KJV) 

3. "And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals for a 
bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram," (Numbers 29:3, KJV) 

4. "And one tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:" (Numbers 29:4, 
KJV) 

5. "And one kid of the goats for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you:" 
(Numbers 29:5, KJV) 

6. "Beside the burnt offering of the month, and his meat offering, and the daily burnt 
offering, and his meat offering, and their drink offerings, according unto their 
manner, for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord." (Numbers 
29:6, KJV) 

7. "And on the tenth day of this seventh month ye shall have an holy convocation; 
and ye shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work therein:" (Numbers 29:7, 
KJV) 

8. "But ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the Lord for a sweet savour; one young 
bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year; they shall be unto you without 
blemish:" (Numbers 29:8, KJV) 

9. "And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a 
bullock, and two tenth deals to one ram," (Numbers 29:9, KJV) 

10. "A several tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:" (Numbers 29:10, 
KJV) 

11. "One kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the sin offering of atonement, and 
the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their drink offerings." 
(Numbers 29:11, KJV) 

 
 
In chapter 30 of the book of Numbers, Moses outlines the laws regarding vows that 
individuals make to God. If a man makes a vow, he is bound to fulfill it, but if a woman 
makes a vow and her father or husband opposes it, the vow is nullified unless the father 
or husband allows it. If a widow or divorced woman makes a vow, she must fulfill it. 
However, if her husband or father made her vow null and void, she is not bound to fulfill 
it. God takes vows seriously, and breaking them is considered a sin. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 30 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, 
saying, This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded." (Numbers 30:1) 

2. "If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; 
he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his 
mouth." (Numbers 30:2) 

3. "If a woman also vow a vow unto the Lord, and bind herself by a bond, being in 
her father's house in her youth;" (Numbers 30:3) 



4. "And her father hear her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her soul, 
and her father shall hold his peace at her: then all her vows shall stand, and every 
bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall stand." (Numbers 30:4-5) 

5. "But if her father disallow her in the day that he heareth; not any of her vows, or 
of her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand: and the Lord shall 
forgive her, because her father disallowed her." (Numbers 30:5-6) 

6. "And if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought out of her 
lips, wherewith she bound her soul;" (Numbers 30:7) 

7. "And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it: 
then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall 
stand." (Numbers 30:8) 

8. "But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard it; then he shall make 
her vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she 
bound her soul, of none effect: and the Lord shall forgive her." (Numbers 30:8-9) 

9. "Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish 
it, or her husband may make it void." (Numbers 30:10) 

10. "But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he 
establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds, which are upon her: he confirmeth 
them, because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them." (Numbers 
30:11) 

11. "But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he 
shall bear her iniquity." (Numbers 30:15) 

 
In Chapter 31 of the Book of Numbers, the Israelites, under the leadership of Moses, are 
commanded by God to take vengeance on the Midianites, who had seduced some of the 
Israelites into worshiping the false god Baal. Moses sends a force of 12,000 men, with 
Phinehas the priest accompanying them, to attack the Midianites. The Israelites were 
successful in their attack, killing all the Midianite men, including their kings, and taking 
their women and children captive. The spoils of war, which included gold, silver, and 
livestock, were divided among the Israelites and the priests. However, some of the 
Israelite soldiers had taken Midianite women as their own and brought them back to their 
camp. Moses was angry with them for not following God's command to kill all the 
women, and orders them to be executed along with all the male children. The chapter 
ends with the distribution of the spoils of war and the offering of a portion of it to the 
Lord. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 31 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying," (Numbers 31:1) 
2. "Avenge the people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you shall be gathered 

to your people." (Numbers 31:2) 
3. "So Moses spoke to the people, saying, "Arm men from among you for the war, 

that they may go against Midian to execute the Lord’s vengeance on Midian." 
(Numbers 31:3) 

4. "So they made war against Midian, as the Lord commanded Moses, and killed 
every male." (Numbers 31:7) 

5. "They also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the sword." (Numbers 31:8) 



6. "And Moses said to them, "Have you let all the women live?" (Numbers 31:15) 
7. "Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who 

has known man by lying with him." (Numbers 31:17) 
8. "But all the young girls who have not known man by lying with him keep alive 

for yourselves." (Numbers 31:18) 
9. "And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying," (Numbers 31:25) 
10. "And divide the plunder into two parts, between the warriors who went out to 

battle and all the congregation." (Numbers 31:27) 
11. "And the congregation's half was 337,500 sheep," (Numbers 31:36) 
12. "and the Lord's tribute of sheep was 675." (Numbers 31:38) 
13. "And the Lord's tribute of the people of Israel was 32 persons." (Numbers 31:40) 
14. "And Moses gave the tribute, which was the Lord's contribution, to Eleazar the 

priest, as the Lord commanded Moses." (Numbers 31:41) 
15. "And the people of Israel did as the Lord commanded Moses. They killed every 

male of the Midianites and their women and their little ones, and they took the 
plunder for themselves and all their livestock and all their goods." (Numbers 
31:47) 

These verses detail the Lord's command for Moses to avenge the people of Israel on the 
Midianites and the Israelites' subsequent victory. The verses also discuss the division of 
the plunder and the Lord's tribute. 
 
In Numbers 32, the tribes of Reuben and Gad approached Moses with a request to settle 
in the land of Gilead, which was on the eastern side of the Jordan River. They explained 
that the land was suitable for their livestock and they wished to remain there instead of 
crossing over the Jordan to the land of Canaan with the rest of the Israelites. Initially, 
Moses was unhappy with their request, concerned that it would discourage the other 
tribes from fighting to claim their promised land. However, the leaders of Reuben and 
Gad promised to send their men to fight alongside the other tribes until everyone had 
received their inheritance in the land. Moses agreed to their request on the condition that 
they keep their promise and fulfill their commitment to help the rest of the tribes. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 32 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "Now the people of Reuben and the people of Gad had a very great number of 
livestock. And they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, and behold, the 
place was a place for livestock." (Numbers 32:1) 

2. "And they said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to 
your servants for a possession. Do not take us across the Jordan.” (Numbers 32:5) 

3. "But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the people of Reuben, “Shall your 
brothers go to the war while you sit here?" (Numbers 32:6) 

4. "And behold, you have risen in your fathers' place, a brood of sinful men, to 
increase still more the fierce anger of the Lord against Israel!" (Numbers 32:14) 

5. "But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure 
your sin will find you out." (Numbers 32:23) 

 
In Numbers 33, God instructs Moses to record the journey of the Israelites from Egypt to 
the plains of Moab, near the Jordan River. The chapter lists the various stops made along 



the way, including the Red Sea, Mount Sinai, and various other locations. The journey is 
recorded in detail, including the various campsites and the distance between each stop. 
The chapter emphasizes the faithfulness of God in guiding and providing for the Israelites 
throughout their journey, despite their disobedience and rebellion at times. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 33 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. "These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of 
Egypt by their companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron." (Numbers 
33:1) 

2. "Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by command of the Lord, 
and these are their stages according to their starting places." (Numbers 33:2) 

3. "They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month. On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went out triumphantly 
in the sight of all the Egyptians," (Numbers 33:3) 

4. "For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the Lord had struck 
down among them. On their gods also the Lord executed judgments." (Numbers 
33:4) 

5. "And the people of Israel set out from Succoth and encamped at Etham, which is 
on the edge of the wilderness." (Numbers 33:5) 

6. "And they set out from before Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea 
into the wilderness, and they went a three days' journey in the wilderness of 
Etham and camped at Marah." (Numbers 33:8) 

7. "And they set out from Marah and came to Elim; at Elim there were twelve 
springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there." (Numbers 33:9) 

8. "And they set out from the Red Sea and camped in the wilderness of Sin." 
(Numbers 33:11) 

9. "They set out from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth." (Numbers 33:17) 
10. "And they set out from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of 

Moab by the Jordan at Jericho;" (Numbers 33:49) 
These are some of the key verses in Chapter 33 of the Book of Numbers that list the 
stages of Israel's journey from Egypt to the plains of Moab. 
 
 
In Numbers Chapter 34, God instructs Moses to command the Israelites to take 
possession of the land of Canaan, which He has promised to give to them. The chapter 
contains detailed descriptions of the boundaries of the land, as well as the specific leaders 
who were appointed to help divide it among the tribes of Israel. The chapter concludes by 
reiterating the importance of the Israelites fulfilling their duty to conquer and settle the 
land that God has given them. 
 
The key verses in chapter 34 of the Book of Numbers: 

1. Then the Lord said to Moses, 
2. “Command the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter Canaan, the land that 

will be allotted to you as an inheritance is to have these boundaries: 



3. “‘Your southern side will include some of the Desert of Zin along the border of 
Edom. Your southern boundary will start in the east from the southern end of the 
Dead Sea, 

4. cross south of Scorpion Pass, continue on to Zin and go south of Kadesh Barnea. 
Then it will go to Hazar Addar and over to Azmon, 

5. where it will turn, join the Wadi of Egypt and end at the Mediterranean Sea. 
6. “‘Your western boundary will be the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. This will be 

your boundary on the west. 
7. “‘For your northern boundary, run a line from the Mediterranean Sea to Mount 

Hor 
8. and from Mount Hor to Lebo Hamath. Then the boundary will go to Zedad, 
9. continue to Ziphron and end at Hazar Enan. This will be your boundary on the 

north. 
10. “‘For your eastern boundary, run a line from Hazar Enan to Shepham. 
11. The boundary will go down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of Ain and 

continue along the slopes east of the Sea of Galilee. 
12. Then the boundary will go down along the Jordan and end at the Dead Sea. 
13. “‘Moses commanded the Israelites: “Assign this land by lot as an inheritance. The 

Lord has ordered that it be given to the nine and a half tribes, 
14. because the families of the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh have received their inheritance. 
15. These two and a half tribes have received their inheritance east of the Jordan 

across from Jericho, toward the sunrise.” 
 
 
In Chapter 35 of the Book of Numbers, God commanded Moses to designate cities of 
refuge for those who unintentionally caused the death of another person. These cities 
were meant to provide a safe place for the accused to await a fair trial rather than be 
subjected to vigilante justice. The chapter provides specific instructions for the 
establishment and maintenance of these cities, including their geographic location, the 
necessary infrastructure for the cities, and the legal procedures for someone to take refuge 
there. The chapter also specifies the laws regarding murder and manslaughter and 
emphasizes the importance of justice for all. 
 
Here are some key verses from Numbers 35 in the Christian Bible: 

 "The Lord said to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 
'Command the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live in from the inheritance 
the Israelites will possess. And give them pasturelands around the towns.'" 
(Numbers 35:1-2) 

 "Six of the towns you give the Levites will be cities of refuge, to which a person 
who has killed someone may flee. In addition, give them forty-two other towns." 
(Numbers 35:6-7) 

 "This is to be a statutory ordinance for you throughout your generations, wherever 
you live." (Numbers 35:29) 



 "Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes the land, and 
atonement cannot be made for the land on which blood has been shed, except by 
the blood of the one who shed it." (Numbers 35:33) 

These verses discuss the commandment for the Israelites to give the Levites towns to live 
in and pasturelands around them, as well as establishing cities of refuge where those who 
have accidentally killed someone can flee for protection. The final verses emphasize the 
importance of not polluting the land with bloodshed and the need for atonement in such 
cases. 
 
 
Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers concludes the book with a discussion of the 
inheritance of land among the tribes of Israel. The chapter begins with the heads of the 
tribe of Manasseh coming to Moses and asking for a ruling on the issue of the inheritance 
of their late father, Zelophehad. The daughters of Zelophehad had inherited their father's 
portion of the land, but the leaders of Manasseh were concerned that if they married 
outside of the tribe, the land would pass to another tribe and their own would lose the 
inheritance. 
Moses consulted with God and received a ruling that if a daughter inherited land, she 
must marry within her tribe in order to ensure that the land remained with the tribe. The 
chapter concludes with a statement that the daughters of Zelophehad obeyed this 
commandment and married within their tribe. 
 
Here are the key verses in Chapter 36 of the Book of Numbers in the Christian Bible: 

1. "The family heads of the clan of Gilead son of Makir, the son of Manasseh, who 
were from the clans of the descendants of Joseph, came and spoke before Moses 
and the leaders, the heads of the Israelite families." (Numbers 36:1) 

2. "They said, “When the Lord commanded my lord to give the land as an 
inheritance to the Israelites by lot, he ordered you to give the inheritance of our 
brother Zelophehad to his daughters." (Numbers 36:2) 

3. "Now suppose they marry men from other Israelite tribes; then their inheritance 
will be taken from our ancestral inheritance and added to that of the tribe they 
marry into. And so part of the inheritance allotted to us will be taken away." 
(Numbers 36:3) 

4. "When the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, their inheritance will be added 
to that of the tribe into which they marry, and their property will be taken from 
the tribal inheritance of our ancestors.” (Numbers 36:4) 

5. "Then at the Lord’s command Moses gave this order to the Israelites: “What the 
tribe of the descendants of Joseph is saying is right." (Numbers 36:5) 

6. "This is what the Lord commands for Zelophehad’s daughters: They may marry 
anyone they please as long as they marry within their father’s tribal clan." 
(Numbers 36:6) 

7. "No inheritance in Israel is to pass from one tribe to another, for every Israelite 
shall keep the tribal inheritance of their ancestors." (Numbers 36:7) 

8. "Every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must marry someone in 
her father’s tribal clan, so that every Israelite will possess the inheritance of their 
ancestors." (Numbers 36:8) 



These verses describe the concern of the clan of Gilead regarding the inheritance of 
Zelophehad's daughters and the tribe of Manasseh. They bring their concern to Moses 
and the leaders, and Moses consults with God on the matter. God commands that the 
daughters may marry within their father's tribal clan to preserve their inheritance and 
prevent it from being transferred to another tribe. The chapter ends with the instruction 
that every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must marry someone in her 
father's tribal clan to ensure that every Israelite possesses the inheritance of their 
ancestors. 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 
 
Here are some of the most difficult questions in the book of Numbers with no definitive 
answers: 

1. What was the exact nature of the "fire" that destroyed Korah and his followers in 
chapter 16? 

2. Why did God command the Israelites to take a census, given that He already 
knew their number? 

3. What was the significance of the various numbers in the various censuses 
recorded in the book of Numbers? 

4. What was the "water of impurity" mentioned in chapter 19, and how did it work 
to purify those who had come into contact with the dead? 

5. Why did God order the extermination of the Midianites in chapter 31, including 
women and children? 

6. What was the exact location of the wilderness of Paran where the Israelites 
camped in chapter 12? 

7. What is the meaning of the prophetic utterance of Balaam's donkey in chapter 22, 
and how did the animal speak? 

8. Why did God allow the Israelites to be bitten by poisonous snakes in chapter 21, 
and how did the bronze serpent on a pole provide a cure? 

These are just a few examples of the many difficult and complex questions that arise 
from a careful reading of the book of Numbers. 
 
 


