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Zephaniah 
 

The book of Zephaniah is a minor prophetic book found in the Old Testament section of 
the Christian Bible. It consists of only three chapters and is attributed to the prophet 
Zephaniah, who is believed to have lived in the late 7th century BCE. 
The book of Zephaniah contains a message of judgment against the nation of Judah and 
the surrounding nations. The prophet warns of a coming "day of the Lord" in which God 
will judge and punish all the nations for their wickedness and idolatry. This judgment is 
portrayed as a day of darkness, destruction, and terror. 
Zephaniah also speaks of a remnant of faithful people who will be saved from the 
judgment and will enjoy God's blessing and protection. These faithful ones are urged to 
seek the Lord and to turn away from their sins. 
The book of Zephaniah also contains prophecies of the future restoration of God's people 
and the punishment of their enemies. The Lord promises to restore the fortunes of Judah 
and to dwell among his people, bringing them peace and prosperity. 
In summary, the book of Zephaniah is a message of judgment and hope. It warns of the 
coming judgment of God but also offers the hope of salvation and restoration for those 
who turn to him in repentance and faith. 

 
Here's a brief description of each chapter in the book of Zephaniah: 
Chapter 1: The Lord's Judgment on Judah and the Nations 
In this chapter, Zephaniah prophesies that the Lord will sweep away everything from the 
face of the earth, including people and animals, because of their idolatry, violence, and 
complacency. The Lord will also punish the neighboring nations for their arrogance and 
rebellion against him. 
Chapter 2: The Lord's Judgment on the Nations and a Call to Repentance 
In this chapter, Zephaniah continues to prophesy the Lord's judgment on the nations, 
including the Philistines, Moabites, and Ethiopians. He also calls on the people of Judah 



to repent and seek the Lord, warning them that the day of the Lord is near and that their 
cities will be destroyed if they do not turn away from their sins. 
Chapter 3: Judgment and Restoration of Jerusalem 
In this final chapter, Zephaniah prophesies the judgment and restoration of Jerusalem. He 
denounces the city's leaders for their corruption and oppression of the poor, but promises 
that a remnant of faithful people will be saved. The Lord will restore the fortunes of 
Jerusalem and dwell among his people, bringing them peace and prosperity. The book 
ends with a call to rejoice in the Lord's salvation. 
 
 
Chapter 1: The Lord's Judgment on Judah and the Nations 
The chapter begins with Zephaniah proclaiming a message of judgment from the Lord. 
He declares that the Lord will "sweep away everything from the face of the earth" (verse 
2) because of the wickedness and idolatry of the people. He warns that the day of the 
Lord is near, and that it will be a day of "trumpet blast and battle cry" (verse 16). 
Zephaniah then describes the specific groups of people who will be judged: "I will sweep 
away everything from the face of the earth...I will sweep away the people...and those who 
bow down and swear by the Lord and who also swear by Molek, those who turn back 
from following the Lord" (verses 2-6). The Lord will punish the people for their idolatry 
and for turning away from him. 
The prophet then goes on to describe the punishment that will come upon the people: 
"That day will be a day of wrath...a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and 
blackness" (verses 15-16). The Lord will bring destruction and terror upon the people, 
and they will be unable to escape his wrath. 
Zephaniah ends the chapter by saying that the Lord will punish the neighboring nations as 
well: "I will stretch out my hand against Judah and against all who live in Jerusalem, and 
I will destroy every remnant of Baal worship in this place...I will punish those who are 
complacent, who are like wine left on its dregs" (verses 4-5). The Lord will judge the 
nations for their arrogance and rebellion against him, and they will not escape his 
judgment. 
In summary, chapter 1 of the book of Zephaniah is a message of judgment from the Lord. 
The people of Judah and the surrounding nations will be punished for their idolatry and 
rebellion against the Lord, and the day of the Lord will be a day of destruction and terror. 
 
Here are some of the important verses from Zephaniah chapter 1, along with a brief 
explanation and their location within the chapter: 

1. "I will sweep away everything from the face of the earth," declares the Lord. 
(verse 2) 

This verse highlights the severity of the judgment that the Lord will bring upon the earth. 
It emphasizes the totality of the destruction that will occur. 

2. "The great day of the Lord is near—near and coming quickly." (verse 14) 
This verse is a warning that the day of the Lord's judgment is coming soon. It is a call to 
repentance and a reminder of the urgency of turning back to God before it is too late. 

3. "Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the 
Lord's wrath." (verse 18) 



This verse emphasizes that no material possessions or wealth will be able to protect 
people from the Lord's judgment. It underscores the idea that the only way to be saved is 
through repentance and faith in God. 
 

 
Chapter 2: The Lord's Judgment on the Nations and a Call to Repentance 
In this chapter, Zephaniah continues his message of judgment, but also offers a call to 
repentance for the people of Judah. 
The chapter begins with Zephaniah calling out the nations surrounding Judah, warning 
them of the Lord's impending judgment. He addresses the Philistines, the Moabites, the 
Ammonites, and the Ethiopians, telling them that the Lord will destroy their cities and 
leave their lands desolate. The reason for their punishment is their pride, arrogance, and 
rebellion against the Lord. 
Zephaniah then turns his attention to the people of Judah. He warns them that the Lord's 
judgment is coming upon them as well, and that they should humble themselves before 
him and seek his favor. He tells them to "seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you 
who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be 
sheltered on the day of the Lord's anger" (verse 3). 
The prophet then describes the Lord's judgment on the cities of the coast, including Gaza 
and Ashkelon. He says that they will be deserted and inhabited by nomads and shepherds. 
He also warns the people of Judah about the fate of the city of Nineveh, which was 
destroyed by the Babylonians not long after Zephaniah's prophecy. 
Zephaniah ends the chapter with a message of hope, telling the people of Judah that the 
Lord will restore their fortunes and remove their shame. He says that the Lord will gather 
a remnant of faithful people who will worship him in truth and righteousness. 
In summary, chapter 2 of the book of Zephaniah is a message of judgment and a call to 
repentance. The Lord will punish the neighboring nations for their pride and rebellion, 
and the people of Judah are called to seek the Lord's favor and to repent of their sins. The 
chapter also contains a message of hope, with the promise of the Lord's restoration and 
the gathering of a faithful remnant. 
 
Here are some of the important verses from Zephaniah chapter 2, along with a brief 
explanation and their location within the chapter: 

1. "Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek 
righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the 
Lord's anger." (verse 3) 

This verse is a call to repentance and a reminder that those who humble themselves 
before the Lord and seek to do what he commands may be spared from the day of the 
Lord's anger. 

2. "The Lord will be awesome to them when he destroys all the gods of the earth. 
Distant nations will bow down to him, all of them in their own lands." (verse 11) 

This verse highlights the sovereignty and power of the Lord, who will destroy all false 
gods and be worshipped by all nations. It emphasizes the universality of God's authority. 

3. "The Lord will restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem and rebuild their 
ruined cities." (verse 7) 



This verse speaks of the Lord's promise to restore and rebuild the cities of Judah and 
Jerusalem after they have been destroyed. It offers a message of hope and restoration to 
the people of God. 
 

 
Chapter 3: Jerusalem's Sin and Restoration 
Chapter 3 of the book of Zephaniah begins with the prophet continuing his message of 
judgment on Jerusalem. He describes the city as being "rebellious and defiled" and full of 
oppression, dishonesty, and violence (verse 1-3). He warns that the Lord will punish the 
city and its inhabitants for their sins. 
However, in the midst of this message of judgment, Zephaniah also offers a message of 
hope and restoration. He tells the people of Jerusalem that the Lord will gather a remnant 
of faithful people and bring them back to him. He says, "I will leave within you the meek 
and humble. The remnant of Israel will trust in the name of the Lord" (verse 12). 
Zephaniah goes on to describe the Lord's restoration of Jerusalem. He says that the city 
will be purified and made holy again, and that the Lord will dwell among his people. He 
says, "The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great 
delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with 
singing" (verse 17). 
The prophet also speaks of the future judgment of the nations, saying that the Lord will 
gather them for judgment and that they will be punished for their rebellion against him. 
Zephaniah ends the chapter with a call to rejoice and to trust in the Lord's salvation. He 
says, "Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
Daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your 
enemy. The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm" 
(verse 14-15). 
In summary, chapter 3 of the book of Zephaniah is a message of judgment and 
restoration. Jerusalem is warned of impending punishment for their sins, but a faithful 
remnant will be saved and the city will be restored and made holy. The chapter ends with 
a call to rejoice and trust in the Lord's salvation. 
 
Here are some of the important verses from Zephaniah chapter 3, along with a brief 
explanation and their location within the chapter: 

1. "Woe to the city of oppressors, rebellious and defiled! She obeys no one, she 
accepts no correction. She does not trust in the Lord, she does not draw near to 
her God." (verse 1-2) 

This verse describes the wickedness of Jerusalem, which has become corrupt and 
rebellious, refusing to submit to correction or trust in the Lord. It serves as a warning 
against disobedience and unfaithfulness. 

2. "The Lord within her is righteous; he does no wrong. Morning by morning he 
dispenses his justice, and every new day he does not fail." (verse 5) 

This verse highlights the righteousness and justice of the Lord, who is faithful and just in 
all his dealings. It offers a message of hope to those who remain faithful to God. 

3. "Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
Daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your punishment, he has turned 



back your enemy. The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you 
fear any harm." (verse 14-15) 

This verse speaks of the restoration and redemption of God's people, who will rejoice and 
sing in response to their salvation. It offers a message of hope and joy in the midst of 
suffering and oppression. 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 

Questions that may be challenging to answer could include: 
1. What was the historical context in which Zephaniah wrote his prophecy, and how 

can we determine the exact time and place of its composition? 
2. What was the nature and extent of the religious reforms that Zephaniah 

advocated, and how were they received by his contemporaries? 
3. What is the precise meaning of some of the symbolic language used in the 

prophecy, such as the "day of the Lord," the "remnant of Israel," and the 
"daughter of Zion"? 

4. How do we reconcile the seemingly contradictory themes of judgment and 
salvation in the book, and what is the ultimate message that Zephaniah sought to 
convey to his audience? 

While these questions may not have clear-cut answers, they can stimulate further 
exploration and discussion of the themes and messages of the book of Zephaniah. 
 


