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Zechariah

The book of Zechariah is a prophetic book of the Old Testament in the Christian Bible. It
is divided into two main parts, with the first eight chapters containing visions and
messages of encouragement to the post-exilic community of Jews who had returned to
Jerusalem from Babylon. The second part of the book (chapters 9-14) contains oracles
that focus on the future and the coming of a messianic king.

The first part of the book begins with a call to repentance and restoration, with Zechariah
exhorting the people to return to the Lord and rebuild the temple. He then has a series of
eight visions, each of which represents a message of encouragement for the people. The
visions include a man on a red horse (symbolizing God's protection), four horns
(representing the nations that had scattered Israel), a man with a measuring line
(representing the rebuilding of the temple), a vision of Joshua the high priest
(representing the cleansing of sin), a golden lampstand (representing God's presence), a
flying scroll (representing God's justice), a woman in a basket (representing wickedness
being removed), and four chariots (representing God's judgment).

The second part of the book contains oracles that focus on the future and the coming of a
messianic king. Zechariah prophesies about the triumphal entry of a king into Jerusalem,
who will bring peace to the nations and reign over the earth. He also speaks of a future
time of mourning and repentance, when the people will realize their sin and turn to the
Lord. Finally, Zechariah prophesies about a great battle in which the Lord will defeat
Israel's enemies and establish his kingdom on earth.

Overall, the book of Zechariah is a message of hope and encouragement for the post-
exilic community of Jews. It assures them that God is with them, that he will protect
them, and that he has a plan for their future. It also points to the coming of a messianic
king who will bring peace and justice to the world.

Here's a brief description of each chapter of the book of Zechariah:

Chapter 1: Zechariah has a vision of a man on a red horse who patrols the earth and finds
it at rest. The angel of the Lord speaks to Zechariah and encourages the people to return
to the Lord.



Chapter 2: Zechariah has a vision of a man with a measuring line who measures the city
of Jerusalem and declares that it will be a city without walls, as God will be its
protection.

Chapter 3: Zechariah has a vision of Joshua the high priest standing before the Lord, with
Satan accusing him of sin. The Lord rebukes Satan and cleanses Joshua of his sin,
promising to send his servant, the Branch, to remove the sin of the land.

Chapter 4: Zechariah has a vision of a golden lampstand and two olive trees, symbolizing
the Spirit of the Lord and the governor of Judah. The Lord assures Zechariah that the
temple will be rebuilt, not by might or power, but by his Spirit.

Chapter 5: Zechariah has a vision of a flying scroll that contains a curse for thieves and
liars. He then has a vision of a woman in a basket who represents wickedness being taken
away from the land.

Chapter 6: Zechariah has a vision of four chariots representing the four winds of heaven,
which go out to patrol the earth. The Lord promises to bring his servant, the Branch, who
will rebuild the temple and rule as king.

Chapter 7: Zechariah is asked by the people if they should continue to fast and mourn in
the fifth month, as they had done for many years. The Lord answers through Zechariah,
telling them that what matters is not the external acts of fasting and mourning, but the
state of their hearts.

Chapter 8: Zechariah prophesies about the future of Jerusalem, promising that it will be a
city of prosperity and peace. He encourages the people to love truth and peace, and to
turn from evil.

Chapter 9: Zechariah prophesies about the coming of a king who will enter Jerusalem on
a donkey, bringing peace to the nations. He also speaks of a future battle in which the
Lord will defeat Israel's enemies.

Chapter 10: Zechariah encourages the people to seek the Lord, promising that he will
send rain and provide for them. He also prophesies about the restoration of Israel and the
defeat of their enemies.

Chapter 11: Zechariah speaks of the destruction of Israel's leaders, who have failed to
care for the people. He also has a vision of two shepherds, one good and one bad, who
represent the Lord and the false leaders of Israel.

Chapter 12: Zechariah prophesies about the future mourning of Israel when they realize
that they have pierced the one who was pierced for them. He also speaks of the Lord's
protection of Jerusalem.

Chapter 13: Zechariah speaks of a future time of cleansing and repentance, when the
idols and false prophets will be removed from the land. He also prophesies about the
Lord's refining of his people.

Chapter 14: Zechariah speaks of a future battle in which the Lord will come and fight
against the nations that have attacked Jerusalem. He also speaks of the Lord's reign over
the earth, with all the nations coming to worship him in Jerusalem.

Chapter 1 of the book of Zechariah begins with the prophet receiving a message from the
Lord calling the people of Israel to repentance. The Lord reminds them of the
consequences of their disobedience in the past, which led to their exile in Babylon.

The chapter then describes a series of eight visions that Zechariah has during one night.
In the first vision, Zechariah sees a man riding on a red horse standing among the myrtle



trees. This man is identified as an angel of the Lord, and he reports to the Lord that the
nations have been at peace, while Israel has suffered. In response, the Lord promises to
restore Jerusalem and to have mercy on His people.

In the second vision, Zechariah sees four horns, representing the nations that have
scattered Israel, and then sees four craftsmen who will come to overthrow those nations.
In the third vision, Zechariah sees a man holding a measuring line, who will measure
Jerusalem and declare it to be prosperous and inhabited.

In the fourth vision, Zechariah sees the high priest Joshua standing before the Lord with
Satan accusing him. However, the Lord rebukes Satan and chooses to clothe Joshua with
clean garments, symbolizing the forgiveness and restoration of Israel.

In the fifth vision, Zechariah sees a golden lampstand with seven lamps and two olive
trees on either side, which symbolize the Spirit of the Lord and the restoration of the
priesthood and the temple.

In the sixth vision, Zechariah sees a flying scroll with curses written on it, which
represents the judgment of the Lord on those who have sinned.

In the seventh vision, Zechariah sees a woman sitting in a basket, representing
wickedness, being taken away to Babylon.

In the eighth and final vision, Zechariah sees four chariots and horses coming out from
between two bronze mountains, which represent the Lord's judgment on the nations that
have oppressed Israel.

Overall, Chapter 1 of Zechariah emphasizes the Lord's call to repentance for His people,
His promise of restoration and forgiveness, and His judgment on the nations that have
oppressed Israel.

Here are some important verses from the Book of Zechariah, along with brief
explanations and where to find them in Chapter 1 of the book:
1. Verse 3: "Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Return to Me,"
says the LORD of hosts, "and I will return to you," says the LORD of hosts."
Explanation: This verse is a call to repentance, urging the people of Israel to turn away
from their sinful ways and return to the Lord, who promises to return to them if they do
SO.
Location: Zechariah 1:3
2. Verse 4: "Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets preached,
saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Turn now from your evil ways and your
evil deeds."' But they did not hear nor heed Me," says the LORD."
Explanation: This verse is a reminder to the people of Israel that their ancestors failed to
heed the warnings of the prophets who came before, and as a result, they experienced the
judgment of God. The people of Zechariah's day are urged not to repeat the mistakes of
their forefathers.
Location: Zechariah 1:4
3. Verse 8: "I saw by night, and behold, a man riding on a red horse, and it stood
among the myrtle trees in the hollow; and behind him were horses: red, sorrel, and
white."
Explanation: This verse is the beginning of a vision that Zechariah has, in which he sees
various horses and riders who represent different things. This particular rider on the red
horse represents God's judgment on the nations that have oppressed Israel.



Location: Zechariah 1:8
4. Verse 16: "Therefore thus says the LORD: 'l am returning to Jerusalem with
mercy; My house shall be built in it,' says the LORD of hosts, 'And a surveyor's
line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem."
Explanation: This verse is a promise from the Lord that He will return to Jerusalem and
show mercy to His people. He also promises that His temple will be rebuilt and that the
city will be measured and restored to its former glory.
Location: Zechariah 1:16
5. Verse 17: "Again proclaim, saying, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "My cities
shall again spread out through prosperity; The LORD will again comfort Zion,
And will again choose Jerusalem.""
Explanation: This verse continues the theme of restoration and comfort for the people of
Israel. The Lord promises that the cities of Israel will prosper once again, and He will
choose Jerusalem as His dwelling place.
Location: Zechariah 1:17

Chapter 2 of the book of Zechariah begins with the prophet seeing another vision, where
he sees a man with a measuring line in his hand, who tells him to measure the city of
Jerusalem. This vision is similar to the third vision in chapter 1, where a man with a
measuring line was measuring Jerusalem. However, in this vision, there is an emphasis
on the expansion and prosperity of Jerusalem, as the Lord promises to protect it and to be
its glory in the midst of it.

The Lord also promises to bring His people back to Jerusalem from all the nations where
they have been scattered, and declares that He will dwell in their midst. The Lord warns
that those who touch His people will be punished severely, and He calls on the people to
rejoice and to return to Him, for He will dwell in their midst and they will be His people.
The second part of the chapter shifts to a prophecy about the future destruction of
Babylon, as the Lord calls His people to flee from there before His wrath is poured out on
it. The Lord promises to send His angel to protect and guide His people, and He declares
that He will be a wall of fire around Jerusalem and its glory in the midst of it.

The chapter ends with the Lord coming to dwell in their midst and to be their God. The
Lord promises to bring many nations to Himself and to dwell in the midst of them, and
declares that His people will be a blessing to the nations.

Overall, chapter 2 of Zechariah emphasizes the expansion and prosperity of Jerusalem,
the return of God's people from the nations, the destruction of Babylon, and the promise
of the Lord to be a wall of fire around His people and to dwell in their midst.

calling the people of Zion to come and to be saved, for He is

Here are some important verses from the Book of Zechariah, along with brief
explanations and where to find them in Chapter 2 of the book:
1. Verse 5: "For L," says the LORD, "will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will
be the glory in her midst."
Explanation: This verse is a promise of protection and glory for Jerusalem. The Lord will
be a "wall of fire" around the city, meaning He will protect it from harm. He will also be
the "glory in her midst," meaning He will dwell among His people and bring them honor.



Location: Zechariah 2:5
2. Verse 8: "For thus says the LORD of hosts: 'He sent Me after glory, to the nations
which plunder you; for he who touches you touches the apple of His eye."
Explanation: This verse is a reminder of God's love and protection for His people. He
considers them to be the "apple of His eye," meaning they are precious and valuable to
Him. He promises to defend them against those who would try to harm them.
Location: Zechariah 2:8
3. Verse 10: "Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I
will dwell in your midst," says the LORD.
Explanation: This verse is a message of hope and joy for the people of Jerusalem. The
Lord promises to dwell among them and bring them comfort and happiness. The people
are urged to sing and rejoice in anticipation of His arrival.
Location: Zechariah 2:10
4. Verse 11: "Many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and they shall
become My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the
LORD of hosts has sent Me to you."
Explanation: This verse looks forward to a time when people from many different nations
will come to worship the Lord and become part of His people. The Lord promises to
dwell among them and make Himself known to them.
Location: Zechariah 2:11
5. Verse 13: "Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for He is aroused from His holy
habitation!"
Explanation: This verse is a call to reverence and awe for the Lord. The people are urged
to be silent before Him, recognizing that He is holy and powerful. The Lord is said to be
"aroused" from His holy habitation, meaning He is ready to act on behalf of His people.
Location: Zechariah 2:13

Chapter 3 of the book of Zechariah begins with a vision of Joshua the high priest standing
before the Angel of the Lord, with Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.
However, the Lord rebukes Satan and chooses to remove Joshua's filthy garments and to
clothe him with rich robes, symbolizing the forgiveness and restoration of Israel. The
Lord also promises to send His servant, the Branch, who will remove the sin of the land
in one day.

In the next part of the chapter, the Lord explains the significance of this vision to
Zechariah. He declares that Joshua and his fellow priests are a symbol of things to come,
and that they are men who will serve the Lord, who is bringing forth His servant, the
Branch.

The Lord then speaks to Joshua, declaring that he and his fellow priests are responsible
for keeping the Lord's ways and for judging His people justly. The Lord promises that if
Joshua and his fellow priests walk in His ways and keep His commands, they will be
allowed to govern His house and to have access to His presence.

Overall, chapter 3 of Zechariah emphasizes the forgiveness and restoration of Israel
through the removal of their sin, the promise of the Lord's servant, the Branch, and the
call to Joshua and his fellow priests to serve the Lord justly and to keep His ways. The



chapter also emphasizes the importance of access to the Lord's presence and the
responsibility that comes with it.

Here are some important verses from the Book of Zechariah, along with brief
explanations and where to find them in Chapter 3 of the book:
1. Verse 1: "Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of
the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him."
Explanation: This verse describes a vision in which Joshua the high priest is standing
before the Angel of the Lord, with Satan opposing him. The vision suggests that there is a
spiritual battle taking place, and that Joshua is being accused or opposed by Satan.
Location: Zechariah 3:1
2. Verse 2: "And the Lord said to Satan, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who
has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?""
Explanation: This verse is a response from the Lord to Satan's opposition. The Lord
rebukes Satan and defends Joshua, reminding Satan that Joshua is a "brand plucked from
the fire," meaning that he has been saved from destruction. This verse suggests that the
Lord is protecting Joshua from Satan's accusations.
Location: Zechariah 3:2
3. Verse 3: "Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before
the Angel."
Explanation: This verse describes Joshua's appearance in the vision - he is wearing dirty
or filthy clothes. This may symbolize sin or impurity, suggesting that Joshua is in need of
cleansing or forgiveness.
Location: Zechariah 3:3
4. Verse 4: "Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying,
'"Take away the filthy garments from him.' And to him He said, 'See, I have
removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes."
Explanation: This verse describes the Lord's response to Joshua's dirty clothes. The Lord
commands that the dirty clothes be removed from Joshua, symbolizing his cleansing or
forgiveness. The Lord then promises to clothe Joshua with "rich robes," suggesting that
he has been restored to a state of honor or righteousness.
Location: Zechariah 3:4
5. Verse 8: "For behold, I am bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH."
Explanation: This verse looks forward to the coming of a servant called "the BRANCH."
This servant is often interpreted as a messianic figure who will bring salvation and
deliverance to the people. This verse suggests that the Lord has a plan for salvation and
redemption that will be carried out through this servant.
Location: Zechariah 3:8

Chapter 4 of the book of Zechariah begins with a vision of a golden lampstand with a
bowl on top and seven lamps with seven pipes leading to them. On either side of the
lampstand are two olive trees, one on the right side and one on the left. Zechariah asks
the angel who is with him what this vision means, and the angel explains that the
lampstand represents the Lord's presence and the seven lamps represent the seven eyes of
the Lord, which range throughout the earth. The two olive trees represent the anointed



ones who stand before the Lord, who are the source of the oil that keeps the lamps
burning.

The angel then tells Zechariah that the hands of Zerubbabel, who was the governor of
Judah at the time, have laid the foundation of the Lord's temple and will also complete it,
not by might or power, but by the Spirit of the Lord. The angel emphasizes that this
accomplishment will not be achieved by human strength, but by the power of the Lord.
The vision then shifts to a message for Zerubbabel, as the Lord encourages him to finish
the work of rebuilding the temple and not to despise the day of small things. The Lord
declares that when the work is complete, He will set the capstone in place, and there will
be shouts of "Grace, grace" at the sound of the builders' tools.

The chapter ends with a reminder that the vision of the lampstand and the olive trees is a
message from the Lord, who declares that He will accomplish His plans and purposes
through His Spirit, not by human strength.

Overall, chapter 4 of Zechariah emphasizes the importance of the Lord's presence and
power in the rebuilding of the temple, the anointed ones who stand before the Lord, and
the message that the work will be accomplished by the Spirit of the Lord and not by
human might or power. The chapter also encourages Zerubbabel to finish the work of
rebuilding the temple and not to despise small beginnings.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 4, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:

1. Verse 6: "So he answered and said to me: 'This is the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the Lord of
hosts."

Explanation: This verse contains a message from the Lord to Zerubbabel, who was the
governor of Judah at the time. The message emphasizes that it is not through human
strength or power that God's work will be accomplished, but rather through the power of
the Holy Spirit. This verse is often quoted to emphasize the importance of relying on
God's strength and guidance in accomplishing tasks.

Location: Zechariah 4:6

2. Verse 7: ""Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become

a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone with shouts of "Grace, grace to it!""
Explanation: This verse contains a metaphorical message about the rebuilding of the
Temple in Jerusalem. The "great mountain" represents the obstacles and challenges that
Zerubbabel and the people of Judah faced in rebuilding the Temple. However, the Lord
promises that these obstacles will be overcome, and that the Temple will be completed.
The "capstone" represents the completion of the Temple, and the shouts of "Grace, grace
to it!" signify praise and gratitude for God's help in accomplishing this feat.

Location: Zechariah 4:7

3. Verse 10: "For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice
to see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the Lord,
which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth."

Explanation: This verse contains a message about the importance of small beginnings.
The "day of small things" refers to the beginning stages of the rebuilding of the Temple,
which may have seemed insignificant or unimportant. However, the Lord emphasizes that
even small beginnings can lead to great accomplishments. The "plumb line" in the hand



of Zerubbabel represents the measuring tool used to ensure that the Temple is built
according to God's standards. The "seven" may refer to the seven lamps that were part of
the Temple's design, or may represent the completeness and perfection of God's plan. The
"eyes of the Lord" emphasize that God is watching and guiding the process of rebuilding
the Temple.

Location: Zechariah 4:10

Chapter 5 of the book of Zechariah begins with another vision. This time, Zechariah sees
a flying scroll that is 30 feet long and 15 feet wide. The angel explains to Zechariah that
the scroll represents a curse that is going out over the whole land, and it will enter the
house of every thief and every false swearer, and it will consume them and their houses
completely.

Next, Zechariah sees another vision of a woman sitting in a basket, being carried away by
two women with wings like a stork. The angel explains that the woman in the basket
represents wickedness, and the two women with wings are taking her to a place called
Shinar, which represents Babylon. There, the woman in the basket will be set on a
pedestal and remain there.

The chapter ends with a message from the Lord, who declares that He will judge those
who steal and those who swear falsely, and He will remove wickedness from the land.
The Lord emphasizes that His judgment will be swift and just.

Overall, chapter 5 of Zechariah emphasizes the judgment of the Lord against thieves and
false swearers, as represented by the flying scroll, and the removal of wickedness from
the land, as represented by the woman in the basket being taken away. The chapter serves
as a warning to those who engage in deceitful and wicked behavior, and a reminder that
the Lord will judge with righteousness and justice.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 5, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:

1. Verse 1: "Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll."
Explanation: In this verse, Zechariah describes seeing a flying scroll. The scroll
represents a message from God, and its flying nature may symbolize the swiftness with
which God's judgments are executed. This verse is often used to emphasize the
importance of heeding God's messages and warnings.

Location: Zechariah 5:1
2. Verse 2: "And he said to me, 'What do you see?' So I answered, 'l see a flying
scroll. Its length is twenty cubits and its width ten cubits.""
Explanation: In this verse, Zechariah describes the size of the flying scroll he sees. The
dimensions are significant, as they are twice the size of a standard scroll and may
represent the magnitude and severity of the message it contains.
Location: Zechariah 5:2
3. Verse 3: "Then he said to me, 'This is the curse that goes out over the face of the
whole earth: Every thief shall be expelled, according to this side of the scroll; and,
every perjurer shall be expelled, according to that side of it.""
Explanation: In this verse, the angel interprets the meaning of the flying scroll for
Zechariah. The scroll represents a curse that goes out over the whole earth, and it



contains judgments against thieves and perjurers. This verse emphasizes the importance

of honesty and integrity in God's eyes.

Location: Zechariah 5:3

4. Verse 4: "'l will send out the curse,' says the Lord of hosts; 'It shall enter the house

of the thief and the house of the one who swears falsely by My name. It shall
remain in the midst of his house and consume it, with its timber and stones.""

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord emphasizes the severity of the curse contained in the

flying scroll. The curse will enter the homes of those who have broken God's laws, and it

will completely consume their houses, including their timber and stones. This verse

emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's laws and the consequences of

disobedience.

Location: Zechariah 5:4

Chapter 6 of the book of Zechariah begins with another vision of four chariots coming
out from between two mountains of bronze. The first chariot is pulled by red horses, the
second by black horses, the third by white horses, and the fourth by dappled horses.
Zechariah asks the angel who is with him what these chariots represent, and the angel
explains that they are the four spirits of heaven, which go out from standing before the
Lord of all the earth.

Next, the Lord tells Zechariah to take gifts from the exiles who have returned from
Babylon and to make a crown to set on the head of Joshua the high priest. The Lord
declares that Joshua is a symbol of the Branch, who will come and build the temple of the
Lord. The Lord emphasizes that the Branch will be a king and priest, and that the crown
will be a memorial in the temple of the Lord to those who helped build it.

The chapter ends with Zechariah carrying out the Lord's instructions and setting the
crown on Joshua's head. The Lord declares that the Branch will come and rebuild the
temple of the Lord, and that he will rule in glory and sit on his throne as both a king and
priest.

Overall, chapter 6 of Zechariah emphasizes the divine origin and authority of the four
spirits of heaven, which go out from standing before the Lord. The chapter also highlights
the symbolic role of Joshua the high priest as a representation of the Branch who will
come and rebuild the temple of the Lord. Finally, the chapter emphasizes the kingly and
priestly nature of the Branch, who will rule in glory and sit on his throne.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 6, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:

1. Verse 1: "Then I turned and raised my eyes and looked, and behold, four chariots
were coming from between two mountains, and the mountains were mountains of
bronze."

Explanation: In this verse, Zechariah sees four chariots coming from between two
mountains of bronze. The chariots are pulled by different colored horses, which may
represent different nations or powers. This vision may symbolize God's judgment on the
nations of the earth.

Location: Zechariah 6:1



2. Verse 5: "The angel answered and said to me, '"These are four spirits of heaven,
who go out from their station before the Lord of all the earth."
Explanation: In this verse, an angel explains the meaning of the vision to Zechariah. The
four chariots and their horses represent four spirits of heaven who go out from their
station before the Lord. This may represent God's control over the powers and nations of
the earth.
Location: Zechariah 6:5
3. Verse 8: "Then He called to me and spoke to me, saying, 'See, those who go
toward the north country have given rest to My Spirit in the north country."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks to Zechariah and refers to those who have
gone toward the north country. The Lord says that these people have given rest to His
Spirit in the north country, which may refer to the completion of a task or mission.
Location: Zechariah 6:8
4. Verse 12-13: "Then speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the Lord of hosts, saying:
"Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch
out, and He shall build the temple of the Lord; Yes, He shall build the temple of
the Lord. He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall
be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.""
Explanation: In these verses, the Lord speaks to Zechariah and tells him about a man
whose name is the Branch. This man will build the temple of the Lord and sit and rule on
His throne. He will also be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace shall be
between them both. This prophecy is often interpreted as a reference to Jesus Christ, who
is seen as the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy.
Location: Zechariah 6:12-13

Chapter 7 of the book of Zechariah begins with a group of people coming to Zechariah to
ask him if they should continue to observe a fast that they had been keeping during the
fifth month of each year. The people had been observing this fast for 70 years, ever since
the destruction of the temple and the exile to Babylon.

In response, the Lord speaks to Zechariah, telling him to remind the people that their fasts
were not done for His sake, but rather for their own. The Lord declares that He desires
mercy, justice, and kindness, rather than empty religious rituals. The Lord reminds the
people that their ancestors had ignored His prophets and persisted in their disobedience,
leading to the destruction of Jerusalem and the exile to Babylon.

The Lord declares that if the people will listen to His words and obey His
commandments, they will prosper in their land. The Lord also declares that He had
punished their ancestors for their disobedience, but He now offers them a chance to
repent and turn back to Him.

The chapter ends with the Lord declaring that He will restore Zion and comfort
Jerusalem, and that people from all nations will come to worship the Lord in Jerusalem.
Overall, chapter 7 of Zechariah emphasizes the importance of obedience to the Lord and
the need for genuine repentance rather than empty religious rituals. The chapter also
emphasizes the role of the prophets in calling people back to the Lord and the promise of
restoration and comfort for Jerusalem.



Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 7, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:

1. Verse 3: "And to the priests who were in the house of the Lord of hosts, and to the
prophets, saying, 'Should I weep in the fifth month and fast as I have done for so
many years?"

Explanation: In this verse, a group of people ask the priests and prophets if they should
continue to weep and fast during the fifth month of the year, as they have done for many
years. This may be a reference to a past event or tradition that is no longer relevant.
Location: Zechariah 7:3

2. Verse 5: "Say to all the people of the land, and to the priests: "When you fasted
and mourned in the fifth and seventh months during these seventy years, did you
really fast for Me—for Me?""

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks to Zechariah and tells him to ask the people if
they really fasted and mourned during the fifth and seventh months for the Lord, or just
for themselves. This may be a rebuke for the people's lack of true devotion and obedience
to God.

Location: Zechariah 7:5

3. Verse 9: "Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'Execute true justice, show mercy and
compassion everyone to his brother."

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks through Zechariah and tells the people to
execute true justice, and to show mercy and compassion to each other. This may be a
reminder that God desires His people to live in love and justice with one another.
Location: Zechariah 7:9

4. Verse 13: "Therefore it happened, that just as He proclaimed and they would not

hear, so they called out and I would not listen,' says the Lord of hosts."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks to Zechariah and says that because the people
did not listen to Him when He proclaimed His commands, He will not listen to them
when they cry out to Him. This may be a warning of the consequences of disobedience
and a call to repentance.
Location: Zechariah 7:13

Chapter 8 of the book of Zechariah begins with the Lord declaring that He will be zealous
for Zion and that He will return to Jerusalem with mercy. The Lord promises to make
Jerusalem a city of truth and to dwell in its midst. The people are urged to love truth and
peace, and to be honest in their dealings with one another.

The Lord declares that in the future, the old men and women will sit in the streets of
Jerusalem, and children will play there. The city will be prosperous and safe, with plenty
of food and water. The Lord promises to bless His people, to increase their numbers, and
to make them a blessing to other nations.

Next, the Lord reminds the people of their past disobedience, but declares that He has
now turned to bless them. The people are encouraged to persevere in rebuilding the
temple and the city, and to remain faithful to the Lord.

The chapter ends with the Lord declaring that people from many nations will come to
seek the Lord in Jerusalem and to pray before Him. The Lord promises to save His
people and to make them a blessing to all nations.



Overall, chapter 8 of Zechariah emphasizes the Lord's commitment to Jerusalem and His
promise to bless His people. The chapter also emphasizes the importance of honesty and
righteousness in personal relationships and the promise of a prosperous and safe future
for Jerusalem. Finally, the chapter emphasizes the role of Jerusalem as a center of
worship for people from all nations.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 8, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:
1. Verse 2: "Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'l am zealous for Zion with great zeal; with
great fervor I am zealous for her."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks through Zechariah and declares His great love
and zeal for Jerusalem, which is also called Zion. This may be a reassurance to the people
that God is on their side and is working for their good.
Location: Zechariah 8:2
2. Verse 3: "Thus says the Lord: 'I will return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be called the City of Truth, the Mountain of the Lord
of hosts, the Holy Mountain."'
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks through Zechariah and promises to return to
Zion and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. He declares that Jerusalem will be called the
City of Truth, the Mountain of the Lord of hosts, and the Holy Mountain. This may be a
prophecy of the restoration and future glory of Jerusalem.
Location: Zechariah 8:3
3. Verse 16: "These are the things you shall do: Speak each man the truth to his
neighbor; give judgment in your gates for truth, justice, and peace."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks through Zechariah and gives instructions to
the people on how to live in a way that is pleasing to Him. He tells them to speak the
truth to each other and to seek truth, justice, and peace in their judgments. This may be a
call to righteousness and holiness.
Location: Zechariah 8:16
4. Verse 23: "Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'In those days ten men from every
language of the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, "Let us go
with you, for we have heard that God is with you.""
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks through Zechariah and prophesies of a time
when people from every nation will come to the Jewish people and seek to join them in
worshiping God. This may be a vision of the future when God's salvation will be
extended to all people, regardless of their nationality or background.
Location: Zechariah 8:23

Chapter 9 of the book of Zechariah begins with a prophecy against several cities in the
surrounding area, including Damascus, Tyre, and Sidon. These cities are accused of
opposing the Lord and His people, and are warned of judgment to come.

Next, the prophecy turns to the city of Jerusalem. The Lord promises to defend Jerusalem
against its enemies and to restore it to its former glory. The Lord declares that the King
will come to Jerusalem, not as a conqueror, but as a humble and righteous ruler who will
bring peace to the nations.



The prophecy then shifts to the future salvation of God's people. The Lord declares that
He will release the prisoners from captivity and restore His people to their land. The Lord
promises to make His people like a mighty army, and to defend them against their
enemies.

The chapter ends with a vision of the coming of the Messiah, who is described as humble
and riding on a donkey. The Messiah will bring peace to the nations, and His reign will
extend from sea to sea.

Overall, chapter 9 of Zechariah emphasizes the judgment against the surrounding nations
who oppose the Lord and His people, and the promise of salvation for God's people. The
chapter also emphasizes the coming of the Messiah, who will bring peace to the nations
and reign over a restored and prosperous Jerusalem.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 9, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:

1. Verse 9: "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and
riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey."

Explanation: In this verse, the prophet Zechariah prophesies about the coming of the
Messiah, who will be a just and righteous king. This king will ride on a donkey, which
was a symbol of humility and peace. This verse is often cited as a prophecy fulfilled by
Jesus when he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on Palm Sunday.

Location: Zechariah 9:9

2. Verse 12: "Return to the stronghold, you prisoners of hope. Even today I declare
that I will restore double to you."

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks through Zechariah and promises to restore
double to the people who have been taken captive. This may be a promise of restoration
and redemption for those who have been oppressed or enslaved.

Location: Zechariah 9:12

3. Verse 16: "The Lord their God will save them in that day, as the flock of His
people. For they shall be like the jewels of a crown, lifted like a banner over His
land."

Explanation: In this verse, the prophet Zechariah describes the future salvation of God's
people. He uses the metaphor of a crown to describe the people of God, who will be
valued and treasured like precious jewels. This may be a message of hope and
encouragement for the people who were facing difficult times.

Location: Zechariah 9:16

4. Verse 17: "For how great is its goodness and how great its beauty! Grain shall
make the young men thrive, and new wine the young women."

Explanation: In this verse, the prophet Zechariah describes the abundance and prosperity
that will come to the people of God. He uses the metaphor of grain and new wine to
describe the blessings that will be poured out on the people. This may be a message of
hope and encouragement for the people who were facing difficult times.

Location: Zechariah 9:17



Chapter 10 of the book of Zechariah begins with a call to the people of Israel to seek the
Lord and His blessings. The Lord promises to provide rain and prosperity for the land,
and to strengthen His people like a mighty army.

The Lord also promises to gather His people from the nations where they have been
scattered, and to restore them to their land. The people are encouraged to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild the temple, and the Lord promises to be with them and bless them.
Next, the Lord declares that He will overthrow the oppressors of His people, including
the leaders of Judah and Ephraim. The Lord promises to strengthen His people and to
make them like a mighty warrior.

The chapter ends with a promise of future restoration and blessing for God's people. The
Lord declares that they will be His people, and He will be their God. The Lord promises
to save His people and to bless them with abundance.

Overall, chapter 10 of Zechariah emphasizes the call for God's people to seek the Lord
and His blessings. The chapter also emphasizes the promise of restoration and blessing
for God's people, including the gathering of the scattered people and the rebuilding of the
temple. Finally, the chapter emphasizes the promise of future overthrow of oppressors
and the strengthening of God's people.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 10, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:

1. Verse 1: "Ask the Lord for rain in the time of the latter rain. The Lord will make
flashing clouds; He will give them showers of rain, grass in the field for
everyone."

Explanation: In this verse, the prophet Zechariah encourages the people to pray to the
Lord for rain. He promises that the Lord will provide for their needs and give them an
abundance of grass and crops. This may be a message of hope and encouragement for the
people who were facing difficult times.

Location: Zechariah 10:1

2. Verse 3: "My anger is kindled against the shepherds, and I will punish the
goatherds. For the Lord of hosts will visit His flock, the house of Judah, and will
make them as His royal horse in the battle."

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks through Zechariah and announces his anger
against the leaders who have failed to care for his people. He promises to visit his flock
and make them strong like royal horses in battle. This may be a message of warning and
correction for the leaders, as well as a message of hope for the people.

Location: Zechariah 10:3

3. Verse 6: "I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of
Joseph. I will bring them back, because I have mercy on them. They shall be as
though I had not cast them aside; for I am the Lord their God, and I will hear
them."

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord promises to strengthen and save the people of Judah
and Joseph. He promises to have mercy on them and restore them to their land. This may
be a message of hope and encouragement for the people who were in exile or facing
difficult times.

Location: Zechariah 10:6



4. Verse 12: "So I will strengthen them in the Lord, and they shall walk up and down
in His name," says the Lord.
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord promises to strengthen his people and enable them to
walk in his name. This may be a message of encouragement for the people who were
facing difficult times, reminding them that the Lord will be with them and help them to
overcome their challenges.
Location: Zechariah 10:12

Chapter 11 of the book of Zechariah begins with a prophecy of judgment against the
rulers of Judah who have failed to lead the people faithfully. The Lord declares that He
will remove their power and give it to their enemies, and the people will suffer as a result.
The Lord then instructs Zechariah to take the role of a shepherd, but a worthless one who
will only care for the sheep for the sake of profit. Zechariah is to symbolize the leaders of
Judah who have failed to care for the people.

Zechariah then acts out the role of the shepherd, and he takes two staffs to represent his
shepherding tools. The first staff, named "Favor," represents God's covenant with Israel,
and Zechariah breaks it to symbolize the breaking of the covenant by the leaders of
Judah. The second staff, named "Union," represents the unity of Israel and Judah, and
Zechariah breaks it to symbolize the division of the kingdom.

The chapter ends with a prophecy of judgment against the worthless shepherd and those
who follow him. The Lord declares that He will raise up a new shepherd, who will care
for the people and lead them faithfully. The Lord promises to restore the unity of Israel
and Judah, and to bless His people with peace and prosperity.

Overall, chapter 11 of Zechariah emphasizes the judgment against the leaders of Judah
who have failed to care for the people. The chapter also emphasizes the symbol of the
shepherd, representing both the failed leaders and the promise of a new and faithful
shepherd to come. Finally, the chapter emphasizes the promise of restoration and blessing
for God's people under the leadership of the new shepherd.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 11, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:

1. Verse 4: "Thus says the Lord my God, 'Feed the flock for slaughter."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord instructs Zechariah to take care of the flock, which is
ultimately destined for slaughter. This may be a metaphor for the people of Israel who
were at risk of being destroyed or punished for their disobedience.
Location: Zechariah 11:4

2. Verse 12: "Then I said to them, 'If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and

if not, refrain.' So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver."

Explanation: In this verse, Zechariah describes how he asked for his wages from those
who were in charge of the flock he was tending, and they paid him thirty pieces of silver.
This may be a foreshadowing of the betrayal of Jesus, who was also sold for thirty pieces
of silver.
Location: Zechariah 11:12



3. Verse 13: "And the Lord said to me, "Throw it to the potter'—that princely price
they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house
of the Lord for the potter."

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord instructs Zechariah to throw the thirty pieces of silver
into the house of the Lord for the potter. This may be another foreshadowing of Jesus'
betrayal and the use of the thirty pieces of silver to purchase a field known as the Field of
Blood.

Location: Zechariah 11:13

4. Verse 17: "Woe to the worthless shepherd, who leaves the flock! A sword shall be
against his arm and against his right eye; his arm shall completely wither, and his
right eye shall be totally blinded."

Explanation: In this verse, the Lord pronounces a curse on the worthless shepherd who
abandons the flock. This may be a warning to the leaders of Israel who were not fulfilling
their duties to care for the people and to the false prophets who were misleading them.
Location: Zechariah 11:17

Chapter 12 of the book of Zechariah contains a prophecy about the future of Jerusalem
and the people of Judah.

The chapter begins with a declaration that the Lord will make Jerusalem a "cup of
trembling" to the surrounding nations, causing them to be in a state of fear and anxiety.
The Lord then declares that He will make Jerusalem a "very heavy stone" that will crush
anyone who tries to lift it.

The prophecy then turns to the people of Judah, who will be filled with a spirit of
repentance and mourning as they realize the gravity of their sins. The chapter describes a
great mourning that will take place, with each family and tribe mourning separately.

The Lord then declares that He will protect the people of Judah and Jerusalem, and will
strike down their enemies. The chapter describes a miraculous victory, with the people of
Judah fighting like a "firepot among pieces of wood" and consuming their enemies.

The chapter ends with a promise of salvation and restoration for the people of Judah, with
the Lord declaring that He will pour out a spirit of grace and supplication on them. The
people will look to the one whom they have pierced and mourn for Him, and the Lord
will cleanse them from their sins.

Overall, chapter 12 of Zechariah emphasizes the future of Jerusalem and the people of
Judah. The chapter describes the coming judgment on the surrounding nations, the
repentance and mourning of the people of Judah, and the miraculous victory that the Lord
will provide. The chapter ends with a promise of salvation and restoration for the people
of Judah through the cleansing of their sins.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 12, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:
1. Verse 2: "Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the
surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord declares that Jerusalem will become a source of
trouble and confusion for the surrounding nations, particularly when they lay siege



against Judah and Jerusalem. This may be a prophecy of the future conflicts and wars that
would take place in and around Jerusalem.
Location: Zechariah 12:2
2. Verse 3: "And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy
stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces,
though all nations of the earth are gathered against it."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord states that Jerusalem will become a burden for all
peoples, and those who try to move it will be punished. This may be a prophecy of the
future conflicts and battles over Jerusalem that would result in the destruction of the city.
Location: Zechariah 12:3
3. Verse 10: "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom
they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and
grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord promises to pour out His Spirit on the house of David
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, leading them to recognize and mourn for the one they
had pierced. This may be a prophecy of the future revelation of Jesus as the one who was
pierced for the sins of humanity.
Location: Zechariah 12:10
4. Verse 14: "All the families that remain, every family by itself, and their wives by
themselves."
Explanation: In this verse, the Lord speaks of the separation of families and individuals
as they seek to repent and mourn. This may be a reminder of the importance of individual
accountability and personal repentance in the face of sin and judgment.
Location: Zechariah 12:14

Chapter 13 of the book of Zechariah continues the prophecy about the future of Jerusalem
and the people of Judah.

The chapter begins with a promise of a day of cleansing and forgiveness for the house of
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The Lord declares that He will remove the idols
and false prophets from the land and cleanse the people of their impurities.

The chapter then describes a time when false prophets will be ashamed of their lies and
deceitful words, and will try to hide their prophetic garb so as not to be recognized as
prophets. They will be forced to admit that they are not true prophets, but are merely
farmers and shepherds.

The Lord then speaks about the striking of the shepherd, who is likely a reference to the
Messiah. The people will scatter and be tested, with a third of them being refined by the
Lord through the fires of persecution.

The chapter ends with a promise that the Lord will say, "They are my people," and the
people will say, "The Lord is our God." The Lord will restore His people and make them
fruitful once again.

Overall, chapter 13 of Zechariah emphasizes the future of Jerusalem and the people of
Judah. The chapter describes a day of cleansing and forgiveness, the exposure of false
prophets, and the refining of the people through persecution. The chapter ends with a
promise of restoration and fruitfulness for the people of Judah.



Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 13, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:
1. Verse 1: "In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness."
Explanation: This verse prophesies the opening of a fountain for the cleansing of sin and
uncleanness for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. This could be
interpreted as a reference to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the redemption he brought.
Location: Zechariah 13:1
2. Verse 2: "It shall be in that day," says the Lord of hosts, "that I will cut off the
names of the idols from the land, and they shall no longer be remembered. I will
also cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to depart from the land."
Explanation: This verse declares the Lord's intention to remove all idols and false
prophets from the land, and to cleanse it from all impurities. This may be a reference to
the purification of the land and people of Israel in preparation for the coming of the
Messiah.
Location: Zechariah 13:2
3. Verse 6: "And one will say to him, '"What are these wounds between your arms?'
Then he will answer, 'Those with which I was wounded in the house of my
friends."
Explanation: This verse speaks of a wounded person who is questioned about their
injuries, and who responds that they were wounded in the house of their friends. This
could be interpreted as a prophetic reference to the betrayal and crucifixion of Jesus
Christ by those who should have been his friends and supporters.
Location: Zechariah 13:6
4. Verse 9: "They will call on my name, and I will answer them. I will say, 'They are
my people,' and they will say, "The Lord is our God.""
Explanation: This verse declares the Lord's intention to answer the calls of his people and
to claim them as his own. This could be interpreted as a promise of salvation and
redemption for those who call on the name of the Lord.
Location: Zechariah 13:9

Chapter 14 of the book of Zechariah is the final chapter and contains a prophecy about
the future of Jerusalem and the coming of the Lord.

The chapter begins with a description of the Lord's judgment on the nations that have
come against Jerusalem. The Lord will gather all the nations together for battle, and His
feet will stand on the Mount of Olives. The mountain will split in two, creating a valley
that will allow the people to escape. The Lord will fight against the nations and ultimately
be victorious.

The chapter then describes the transformation of Jerusalem. The Lord will make it a holy
city, and the people will live in safety. The Lord will provide living water that will flow
out from Jerusalem to the east and west, and the land will become like the Garden of
Eden.

The chapter ends with a description of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles in
Jerusalem. People from all nations will come to worship the Lord and celebrate the feast.



The chapter concludes with a statement that there will be no more Canaanites in the
house of the Lord.

Overall, chapter 14 of Zechariah emphasizes the future of Jerusalem and the coming of
the Lord. The chapter describes the Lord's judgment on the nations, the transformation of
Jerusalem into a holy city, and the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. The chapter
concludes with a statement that all peoples will worship the Lord, and there will be no
more enemies of the Lord in His house.

Here are some important verses from Zechariah Chapter 14, along with brief explanations
and where to find them:
1. Verse 1: "Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, and your spoil will be divided in
your midst."
Explanation: This verse speaks of the coming "day of the Lord," a time of judgment and
reckoning. The mention of "spoils" being divided could be interpreted as a reference to
the punishment of those who have sinned or opposed God's will.
Location: Zechariah 14:1
2. Verse 4: "And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to
west, making a very large valley; half of the mountain shall move toward the
north and half of it toward the south."
Explanation: This verse is a prophetic vision of the return of the Lord to Jerusalem, with
his feet standing on the Mount of Olives. The image of the mountain splitting in two
could be interpreted as a symbol of the power and might of the Lord.
Location: Zechariah 14:4
3. Verse 9: "And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be—
'"The Lord is one,' and His name one."
Explanation: This verse speaks of a time when the Lord will be recognized as the ruler of
the entire world, and all will acknowledge his sovereignty. The phrase "The Lord is one"
is a declaration of the oneness and unity of God.
Location: Zechariah 14:9
4. Verse 20: "In that day 'HOLINESS TO THE LORD' shall be engraved on the
bells of the horses. The pots in the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the
altar."
Explanation: This verse speaks of a time when even mundane objects such as horse bells
and kitchen utensils will be dedicated to the Lord and considered holy. This could be
interpreted as a vision of a world where everything is infused with a sense of reverence
and devotion to God.
Location: Zechariah 14:20

Note:

The book of Zechariah, as there may be varying interpretations and understandings of the
text. However, there are several passages in the book of Zechariah that have been subject
to much scholarly debate and interpretation:



1. The visions in chapters 1-6: The first six chapters of Zechariah contain a series of
eight night visions that describe various prophetic images, including a man riding
a red horse, four chariots, a flying scroll, and a woman in a basket. The meaning
and significance of these visions have been subject to much debate among
scholars and theologians.

2. The identity of the four craftsmen in chapter 1: In Zechariah 1:20-21, the prophet
sees four craftsmen who are said to come to "terrify and overthrow" the nations
that have oppressed Judah. The identity of these craftsmen is not clear, and there
have been various interpretations of who they represent.

3. The identity of the "branch" in chapter 3: In Zechariah 3:8, the prophet refers to a
"branch" that he will bring forth, which is said to be a symbol of the Messiah. The
identity of this "branch" has been subject to much interpretation and debate
among scholars.

4. The significance of the two olive trees in chapter 4: In Zechariah 4:1-14, the
prophet sees a vision of two olive trees that are said to represent two anointed
ones who stand before the Lord of the earth. The meaning of these olive trees and
the identity of the anointed ones they represent have been subject to much debate
and interpretation.

These are just a few examples of the difficult questions that have been raised regarding
the book of Zechariah. However, as I mentioned earlier, there may be varying
interpretations and understandings of these passages, so it is not accurate to say that there
are no answers to these questions.



