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Psalm 73-89 

 
The 73rd psalm is a contemplative prayer that expresses the psalmist's struggle with the 
apparent prosperity of the wicked and the suffering of the righteous. The central idea of 
the psalm is that God is ultimately just and will judge everyone according to their deeds. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 1, which sets the tone for the rest of the 
psalm: "Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart." This verse 
establishes the psalmist's belief in God's goodness, even in the face of his struggle with 
the apparent success of the wicked. 
Another important verse is verse 16, where the psalmist says, "When I tried to understand 
all this, it troubled me deeply." This verse shows the psalmist's struggle with the apparent 
injustice in the world and his attempts to understand it. 
Verse 17 provides a turning point in the psalm, where the psalmist goes to the sanctuary 
of God and gains a new perspective on his situation: "till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
then I understood their final destiny." This verse suggests that the psalmist gains a deeper 
understanding of God's justice and the ultimate fate of the wicked. 
Finally, verses 23-26 provide a powerful conclusion to the psalm, where the psalmist 
expresses his faith in God and his commitment to following Him: "Yet I am always with 
you; you hold me by my right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you 
will take me into glory. Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire 
besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever." 
Overall, the 73rd psalm provides a powerful meditation on the nature of God's justice and 
the struggle with the apparent injustice in the world. It ultimately points to the hope and 
faith that comes from trusting in God's goodness and justice. 

 
In Psalm 74, the psalmist laments the destruction of the temple and the city of Jerusalem. 
The central idea of the psalm is the psalmist's cry for God's help in restoring the 
sanctuary and redeeming his people. 



The psalm begins with a plea for God to remember his people and to act on their behalf: 
"Why have you rejected us forever, O God? Why does your anger smolder against the 
sheep of your pasture?" (verse 1). The psalmist then goes on to describe the devastation 
that has been wrought upon the sanctuary and the city: "They burned your sanctuary to 
the ground; they defiled the dwelling place of your Name" (verse 7). 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 11, where the psalmist appeals to God's past 
acts of redemption: "Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? Take it from the 
folds of your garment and destroy them!" This verse suggests that the psalmist is calling 
on God to act once again on behalf of his people, as he has done in the past. 
Verse 12 provides another important verse, where the psalmist reminds God of his 
sovereignty over all creation: "But you, O God, are my king from of old; you bring 
salvation upon the earth." This verse acknowledges God's power and sovereignty, even in 
the midst of the psalmist's distress. 
Finally, the psalm ends with a plea for God to act on behalf of his people: "Do not ignore 
the clamor of your adversaries, the uproar of your enemies, which rises continually" 
(verse 23). This verse expresses the psalmist's faith in God's ability to redeem his people 
and to restore the sanctuary and the city of Jerusalem. 
Overall, Psalm 74 is a powerful lament that expresses the psalmist's grief and distress 
over the destruction of the temple and the city of Jerusalem. It also serves as a reminder 
of God's sovereignty and his ability to act on behalf of his people, even in the midst of 
their distress. 

 
In Psalm 75, the psalmist declares the greatness and sovereignty of God, and praises him 
for his justice and mercy. The central idea of the psalm is that God is the ultimate judge, 
who exalts the righteous and brings down the wicked. 
The psalm begins with a declaration of praise to God: "We give thanks to you, O God, we 
give thanks, for your Name is near; men tell of your wonderful deeds" (verse 1). The 
psalmist goes on to declare that God is the one who judges the world with equity and 
upholds it with his power: "When the earth and all its people quake, it is I who hold its 
pillars firm" (verse 3). 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 6, where God declares: "No one from the east 
or the west or from the desert can exalt a man." This verse emphasizes the idea that God 
alone is the one who exalts and brings down people, and that no one can do it apart from 
him. 
Verse 7 provides another important verse, where God declares: "It is God who judges: He 
brings one down, he exalts another." This verse emphasizes the psalmist's belief in God's 
justice and sovereignty as the ultimate judge of the world. 
Finally, the psalm ends with a declaration of praise to God for his justice and mercy: "It 
is I who hold its pillars firm. To the arrogant I say, 'Boast no more,' and to the wicked, 
'Do not lift up your horns. Do not lift your horns against heaven; do not speak with 
outstretched neck'" (verses 3-5). This verse emphasizes the psalmist's faith in God's 
ability to judge and his call for humility and obedience to God's will. 
Overall, Psalm 75 is a powerful declaration of God's sovereignty and justice, and a call to 
trust in his ultimate judgment. The psalmist praises God for his power and mercy, and 
emphasizes the importance of humility and obedience to God's will. 



 
Psalm 76 is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God for his deliverance of his people in 
battle. The central idea of the psalm is that God is a powerful warrior who defeats his 
enemies and brings salvation to his people. 
The psalm begins with a declaration of God's victory in battle: "In Judah God is known; 
his name is great in Israel. His tent is in Salem, his dwelling place in Zion. There he 
broke the flashing arrows, the shields and the swords, the weapons of war" (verses 1-3). 
The psalmist emphasizes the idea that God's victory is not just over physical weapons, 
but also over spiritual forces of evil. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 4, where the psalmist declares: "You are 
resplendent with light, more majestic than mountains rich with game." This verse 
emphasizes the psalmist's awe and wonder at the power and majesty of God. 
Verse 9 provides another important verse, where the psalmist declares: "When God arose 
to judge, to save all the afflicted of the land." This verse emphasizes the idea that God is 
not just a powerful warrior, but also a just judge who brings salvation to his people. 
Finally, the psalm ends with a call to worship and praise God: "Make vows to the Lord 
your God and fulfill them; let all the neighboring lands bring gifts to the One to be feared. 
He breaks the spirit of rulers; he is feared by the kings of the earth" (verses 11-12). This 
verse emphasizes the psalmist's call to all people, not just the Israelites, to worship and 
praise God for his power and might. 
Overall, Psalm 76 is a powerful hymn of praise to God as a powerful warrior and just 
judge. The psalmist emphasizes the importance of worshipping and obeying God, and the 
ultimate victory that he brings to his people. 

 
Psalm 77 is a lament psalm in which the psalmist expresses his distress and questions 
God's faithfulness. The central idea of the psalm is that God's apparent silence and 
distance during times of trouble can be confusing and difficult to understand, but the 
psalmist ultimately affirms his trust in God's past faithfulness. 
The psalm begins with the psalmist expressing his distress and crying out to God: "I cried 
out to God for help; I cried out to God to hear me. When I was in distress, I sought the 
Lord; at night I stretched out untiring hands, and I would not be comforted" (verses 1-2). 
The psalmist feels overwhelmed and abandoned by God. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 7, where the psalmist questions God's 
faithfulness: "Will the Lord reject forever? Will he never show his favor again?" This 
verse emphasizes the psalmist's struggle to understand why God seems distant and 
unresponsive. 
However, the psalmist then reflects on God's past faithfulness: "I will remember the 
deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. I will meditate on all 
your works and consider all your mighty deeds" (verses 11-12). This verse emphasizes 
the psalmist's decision to focus on God's past faithfulness, even in the midst of his present 
struggles. 
Finally, the psalm ends with a declaration of trust in God: "Your ways, O God, are holy. 
What god is so great as our God? You are the God who performs miracles; you display 
your power among the peoples" (verses 13-14). This verse emphasizes the psalmist's 
ultimate affirmation of his trust in God's goodness and power. 



Overall, Psalm 77 is a powerful expression of the struggle to understand God's apparent 
silence and distance during times of trouble. The psalmist expresses his doubts and 
questions, but ultimately affirms his trust in God's past faithfulness and declares his belief 
in God's goodness and power. 

 
Psalm 78 is a historical psalm that recounts the history of Israel, emphasizing their 
unfaithfulness and God's faithfulness throughout their history. The central idea of the 
psalm is that God has been faithful to his people throughout their history, despite their 
unfaithfulness and disobedience. 
The psalm begins with an exhortation to listen and learn from the history of Israel: "My 
people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth with a 
parable; I will utter hidden things, things from of old— things we have heard and known, 
things our ancestors have told us" (verses 1-3). The psalmist emphasizes the importance 
of passing on the history of Israel from one generation to the next. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 4, where the psalmist declares: "We will not 
hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds 
of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done." This verse emphasizes the 
importance of passing on the stories of God's faithfulness to future generations. 
The psalm then recounts the history of Israel, emphasizing their unfaithfulness and 
disobedience: "They willfully put God to the test by demanding the food they craved. 
They spoke against God; they said, 'Can God really spread a table in the wilderness?'" 
(verses 18-19). Despite their disobedience, God remained faithful to his people, providing 
for them and delivering them from their enemies. 
Finally, the psalm ends with a call to repentance and a reminder of God's faithfulness: 
"Yet he was merciful; he forgave their iniquities and did not destroy them. Time after 
time he restrained his anger and did not stir up his full wrath. He remembered that they 
were but flesh, a passing breeze that does not return" (verses 38-39). This verse 
emphasizes the psalmist's call to repentance and a reminder of God's merciful and faithful 
character. 
Overall, Psalm 78 is a powerful reminder of the importance of passing on the history of 
God's faithfulness to future generations, and a call to repentance and trust in God's 
faithful character despite our own unfaithfulness. 

 
Psalm 79 is a lament psalm, which expresses the lament of the psalmist over the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. The central idea of the psalm is a plea for God to 
show mercy to His people and restore them from their distress. 
The psalmist begins by describing the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, and how 
the Gentiles have defiled the holy city: "O God, the nations have invaded your 
inheritance; they have defiled your holy temple, they have reduced Jerusalem to rubble" 
(verse 1). The psalmist then expresses the lament of the people of Israel over the 
destruction of the temple, asking God to have mercy on them: "Do not hold against us the 
sins of past generations; may your mercy come quickly to meet us, for we are in 
desperate need" (verse 8). 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 9, where the psalmist pleads with God to 
restore His people: "Help us, God our Savior, for the glory of your name; deliver us and 



forgive our sins for your name's sake." This verse emphasizes the psalmist's plea for 
God's help and restoration for the sake of His name. 
The psalmist then continues with a plea for God to avenge the blood of His people: "Pay 
back into the laps of our neighbors seven times the contempt they have hurled at you, 
Lord" (verse 12). This verse emphasizes the psalmist's plea for justice and vindication for 
God's people. 
Finally, the psalm ends with a plea for God to show mercy and restore His people, so that 
they may give thanks and praise to Him: "Then we your people, the sheep of your 
pasture, will praise you forever; from generation to generation we will proclaim your 
praise" (verse 13). This verse emphasizes the psalmist's hope for the restoration of God's 
people, so that they may give thanks and praise to Him forever. 
Overall, Psalm 79 is a powerful lament that expresses the psalmist's plea for God's mercy 
and restoration in the midst of great distress and destruction. It emphasizes the psalmist's 
hope for the vindication of God's people and the restoration of Jerusalem, and their 
ultimate praise and thanksgiving to God for His mercy and faithfulness. 

 
Psalm 80 is a communal lament that emphasizes the central idea of the people of Israel 
crying out to God for restoration and deliverance. The psalm is addressed to God, and the 
psalmist is pleading with God to restore His people and save them from their enemies. 
The psalm begins with a call to God to listen to the cries of His people: "Hear us, 
Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who sit enthroned between the 
cherubim, shine forth" (verse 1). The psalmist then describes the distress of the people of 
Israel, emphasizing their need for God's help: "Restore us, O God; make your face shine 
on us, that we may be saved" (verse 3). 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 7, where the psalmist describes God's 
judgment on His people and their enemies: "Restore us, God Almighty; make your face 
shine on us, that we may be saved." This verse emphasizes the psalmist's plea for God to 
intervene and restore His people, and the recognition that only God's intervention can 
bring about salvation. 
The psalmist also describes how God had previously brought His people out of Egypt and 
into the Promised Land, and how He had planted them there as His vine: "You 
transplanted a vine from Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the 
ground for it, and it took root and filled the land" (verses 8-9). However, the psalmist 
laments how the vine has been destroyed and burned, emphasizing the need for God to 
once again restore His people. 
The psalm ends with a plea for God to restore His people, and a call for His face to shine 
on them: "Restore us, Lord God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved" (verse 19). This verse emphasizes the psalmist's hope for the restoration of God's 
people, and their ultimate salvation through His intervention. 
Overall, Psalm 80 is a powerful communal lament that emphasizes the central idea of the 
people of Israel crying out to God for restoration and deliverance. It emphasizes the need 
for God's intervention and salvation, and the recognition that only God can bring about 
true restoration and healing. 

 



Psalm 81 is a psalm of thanksgiving and celebration of God's faithfulness to His people. 
The central idea of the psalm is a call to the people of Israel to remember God's past 
faithfulness, to listen to His voice, and to obey His commands. 
The psalm begins with a call to praise God and to sing for joy: "Sing for joy to God our 
strength; shout aloud to the God of Jacob!" (verse 1). The psalmist then calls the people 
to celebrate a specific festival, possibly the Feast of Trumpets: "Blow the trumpet at the 
new moon, at the full moon, on our feast day" (verse 3). 
The psalm then shifts to a recollection of God's past faithfulness to His people, 
specifically in their deliverance from Egypt: "I removed the burden from their shoulders; 
their hands were set free from the basket" (verse 6). The psalmist then emphasizes God's 
continued presence and guidance for His people: "I answered you out of a thundercloud; I 
tested you at the waters of Meribah" (verse 7). 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 8, where God speaks directly to His people: 
"Hear me, my people, and I will warn you - if you would only listen to me, Israel!" This 
verse emphasizes the importance of listening to God's voice and obeying His commands, 
and the consequences of disobedience. 
The psalmist then reminds the people of God's promise to provide for them and to protect 
them from their enemies: "I would feed you with the finest of wheat; with honey from the 
rock I would satisfy you" (verse 16). The psalm ends with a reminder of God's 
sovereignty and power: "You would be fed with the finest of wheat; with honey from the 
rock I would satisfy you" (verse 16). 
Overall, Psalm 81 is a psalm of thanksgiving and celebration of God's faithfulness to His 
people. It emphasizes the importance of remembering God's past faithfulness, listening to 
His voice, and obeying His commands. It also reminds the people of God's promise to 
provide for them and to protect them from their enemies, and of His sovereignty and 
power. 
 
Psalm 82 is a psalm of Asaph and it speaks about the importance of justice and 
righteousness, and how God will judge the unjust rulers of the earth. Here are the 
important verses along with brief explanations and corresponding Bible references: 
Verse 1: "God presides in the great assembly; he renders judgment among the gods." In 
this verse, "gods" refers to earthly rulers and judges who have been given the authority to 
judge others. It emphasizes that God is the ultimate judge and holds these rulers 
accountable for their actions. 
Verse 2: "How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality to the wicked?" This 
verse is a rebuke to the unjust rulers who are not fulfilling their responsibilities and are 
instead showing favoritism towards the wicked. 
Verse 3: "Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the 
oppressed." Here, the psalmist is calling on the rulers to exercise their authority to protect 
and defend the most vulnerable members of society. 
Verse 4: "Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked." 
This is a continuation of the previous verse, urging the rulers to use their power to protect 
those who are being oppressed. 
Verse 5: "They know nothing, they understand nothing. They walk about in darkness; all 
the foundations of the earth are shaken." This verse is a condemnation of the rulers who 



are acting unjustly and not fulfilling their responsibilities. Their actions are causing chaos 
and disorder in society. 
Verse 6: "I said, ‘You are "gods"; you are all sons of the Most High.’" This verse is a 
reminder that these rulers, despite their shortcomings, have been given authority by God 
and should act accordingly. 
Verse 7: "But you will die like mere mortals; you will fall like every other ruler." This 
verse is a warning to the rulers that they will be held accountable for their actions and 
will face judgment like any other mortal. 
Overall, Psalm 82 emphasizes the importance of justice and righteousness, and reminds 
rulers that they have been given authority by God to serve and protect their people. If 
they fail to do so, they will be held accountable. 
 
Psalm 83 is a prayer for God's help in dealing with enemies who are threatening the 
nation of Israel. The central idea of the psalm is a plea for God to act on behalf of His 
people and to defeat their enemies. 
The psalm begins with a description of the enemies of Israel and their plans: "O God, do 
not remain silent; do not turn a deaf ear, do not stand aloof, O God. See how your 
enemies growl, how your foes rear their heads" (verses 1-2). The psalmist then lists the 
nations who are threatening Israel, including Edom, Moab, Ammon, and others. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 4, where the psalmist asks God to help them 
deal with their enemies: "Come, they say, let us destroy them as a nation, so that Israel's 
name is remembered no more." This verse emphasizes the seriousness of the threat that 
Israel is facing, and the urgent need for God's help. 
The psalmist then calls on God to intervene and to defeat their enemies: "Make them like 
tumbleweed, my God, like chaff before the wind" (verse 13). The psalmist also expresses 
confidence that God will act on behalf of His people: "Then they will know that you, 
whose name is the LORD - that you alone are the Most High over all the earth" (verse 
18). 
Overall, Psalm 83 is a prayer for God's help in dealing with enemies who are threatening 
the nation of Israel. It emphasizes the seriousness of the threat that Israel is facing and the 
urgent need for God's help. It also expresses confidence that God will act on behalf of His 
people and defeat their enemies. 

 
Psalm 84 is a psalm of longing for the presence of God and the joy that comes from being 
in His presence. The central idea of the psalm is a deep desire for intimacy with God and 
the blessings that come from being close to Him. 
The psalm begins with the psalmist expressing his longing for the presence of God: "How 
lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for the 
courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God" (verses 1-2). The 
psalmist speaks of the joy that comes from being close to God, and he describes the birds 
that make their nests in the temple as a symbol of the safety and security that is found in 
God's presence. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 10, where the psalmist says, "Better is one day 
in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of 
my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked." This verse emphasizes the value and 
importance of being in God's presence and the blessings that come from it. 



The psalmist also speaks of the blessings that come from trusting in God: "For the LORD 
God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he 
withhold from those whose walk is blameless" (verse 11). This verse emphasizes the 
faithfulness and goodness of God and the blessings that come from trusting in Him. 
Overall, Psalm 84 expresses a deep longing for the presence of God and the joy that 
comes from being close to Him. It emphasizes the blessings that come from trusting in 
God and the value and importance of being in His presence. 

 
Psalm 85 is a prayer for revival and restoration after a time of hardship and judgment. 
The central idea of the psalm is the hope and trust in God's mercy and faithfulness to 
restore His people and bring them back into a close relationship with Him. 
The psalm begins with the psalmist expressing hope in God's mercy and forgiveness: 
"You, LORD, showed favor to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave 
the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins" (verses 1-2). The psalmist 
recognizes that God has shown mercy and forgiveness to His people in the past and 
expresses confidence that God will do so again in the future. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 8, where the psalmist says, "I will listen to 
what God the LORD says; he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants—but let 
them not turn to folly." This verse emphasizes the importance of listening to God's word 
and obeying it in order to experience His peace. 
The psalmist also expresses the hope that God will restore His people and bring them 
back into a close relationship with Him: "Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land. Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness 
and peace kiss each other" (verses 9-10). This verse emphasizes the idea that God's 
salvation and glory are closely linked to the people's relationship with Him and the 
qualities of love, faithfulness, righteousness, and peace. 
Overall, Psalm 85 is a prayer for revival and restoration after a time of hardship and 
judgment. It emphasizes the hope and trust in God's mercy and faithfulness to restore His 
people and bring them back into a close relationship with Him. The psalmist encourages 
the people to listen to God's word and obey it in order to experience His peace and 
blessings. 

 
Psalm 86 is a prayer of supplication and trust in God's mercy and power. The central idea 
of the psalm is the psalmist's request for God's help and protection in the face of enemies, 
along with a recognition of God's greatness and faithfulness. 
The psalmist begins by asking God to hear his prayer and to show him mercy: "Hear me, 
LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. Guard my life, for I am faithful to you; 
save your servant who trusts in you" (verses 1-2). The psalmist acknowledges his 
dependence on God and expresses his faith that God will protect him. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 5, where the psalmist acknowledges God's 
greatness and faithfulness: "You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all 
who call to you." This verse emphasizes God's character as loving and forgiving, and 
encourages the psalmist to trust in God's mercy. 
The psalmist also acknowledges his own weaknesses and imperfections, but expresses his 
hope that God will help him and teach him His ways: "Teach me your way, LORD, that I 



may rely on your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name" 
(verse 11). This verse emphasizes the importance of seeking God's guidance and 
direction in order to live a life pleasing to Him. 
Overall, Psalm 86 is a prayer of supplication and trust in God's mercy and power. It 
emphasizes the psalmist's request for God's help and protection in the face of enemies, 
along with a recognition of God's greatness and faithfulness. The psalmist acknowledges 
his own weaknesses and imperfections, but expresses his hope and trust in God's 
guidance and direction. 

 
Psalm 87 is a song celebrating the special status of Jerusalem as the city chosen by God. 
The central idea of the psalm is the glory and honor that come from being a citizen of 
Zion, the city of God. 
The psalm begins by describing the greatness of Zion: "On the holy mount stands the city 
he founded; the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob" 
(verses 1-2). The psalmist emphasizes the special relationship between God and the city 
of Zion, and the honor and privilege of being a citizen of this city. 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 5, which describes the diverse origins of those 
who worship in Zion: "And of Zion it shall be said, 'This one and that one were born in 
her; for the Most High himself will establish her.'" This verse emphasizes the 
inclusiveness of Zion and the idea that people from all nations and backgrounds are 
welcome to worship there. 
The psalmist also emphasizes the joy and celebration that come from being a citizen of 
Zion: "Singers and dancers alike say, 'All my springs are in you'" (verse 7). This verse 
emphasizes the happiness and fulfillment that come from worshiping God in Zion. 
Overall, Psalm 87 is a song celebrating the special status of Jerusalem as the city chosen 
by God. It emphasizes the honor and privilege of being a citizen of Zion and the 
inclusiveness of the city, which welcomes people from all nations and backgrounds to 
worship God there. The psalmist also emphasizes the joy and celebration that come from 
worshiping God in Zion. 

 
Psalm 88 is a prayer of distress and lamentation, possibly written by Heman the Ezrahite, 
who is mentioned in 1 Kings 4:31. The psalmist expresses deep anguish and despair, 
calling out to God for help and mercy. 
The central idea of the psalm is the psalmist's desperate cry for help in the midst of great 
suffering. The psalmist describes his affliction in detail, stating that he is near death and 
feels abandoned by God. He cries out, "My soul is full of troubles, and my life draws 
near to Sheol. I am counted among those who go down to the pit; I am a man who has no 
strength" (verses 3-4). 
One of the key verses in the psalm is verse 9, which states, "My eye grows dim through 
sorrow. Every day I call upon you, O Lord; I spread out my hands to you." This verse 
emphasizes the psalmist's continual cries to God for help, despite feeling as though he has 
not received a response. 
The psalmist also emphasizes the sense of isolation and abandonment he feels, stating 
that even his closest friends have abandoned him: "You have caused my beloved and my 
friend to shun me; my companions have become darkness" (verse 18). 



Overall, Psalm 88 is a cry for help in the midst of deep suffering and despair. The 
psalmist expresses a sense of abandonment and isolation, but continues to cry out to God 
for help and mercy. The psalm reminds us that even in our darkest moments, we can turn 
to God for comfort and support. 

 
Psalm 89 is a prayer that reflects on the covenant between God and David, expressing the 
writer's distress at what seems like a failure of that covenant. The psalmist declares God's 
faithfulness and recounts His mighty deeds, but then laments that God seems to have 
forgotten His promise to David, as the psalmist's present situation does not match what 
was promised. 
Verse 1 establishes the theme of the psalm, declaring the steadfast love of God: "I will 
sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; with my mouth I will make known your 
faithfulness to all generations." (ESV) 
Verses 3-4 recall God's covenant with David: "You have said, 'I have made a covenant 
with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant: ‘I will establish your offspring 
forever, and build your throne for all generations.'" (ESV) 
Verse 19 mentions a special promise made to David regarding his lineage: "Of old you 
spoke in a vision to your godly one, and said: 'I have granted help to one who is mighty; I 
have exalted one chosen from the people.'" (ESV) 
Verses 46-48 express the psalmist's confusion and lament: "How long, O Lord? Will you 
hide yourself forever? How long will your wrath burn like fire? Remember how short my 
time is! For what vanity you have created all the children of man! What man can live and 
never see death? Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol?" (ESV) 
Overall, Psalm 89 emphasizes the steadfast love and faithfulness of God, but also 
wrestles with the apparent failure of God's promise to David. The psalmist ultimately 
affirms trust in God's faithfulness and sovereignty, but the psalm also acknowledges the 
reality of human suffering and confusion in the face of unfulfilled promises. 
 


