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Obadiah 
 
 
The book of Obadiah is a short prophetic book in the Christian Old Testament. It contains 
only one chapter, consisting of 21 verses, and is the shortest book in the entire Bible. The 
book of Obadiah is attributed to a prophet by the same name, whose name means 
"servant of Yahweh". 
The main focus of the book is on the nation of Edom, which was a neighboring nation to 
Israel. The Edomites were descendants of Esau, the brother of Jacob (who was renamed 
Israel). The book of Obadiah prophesies judgment against the nation of Edom for their 
pride, arrogance, and mistreatment of their Israelite brothers. 
The book begins with a proclamation of God's judgment against Edom, which is 
described as being brought about by a coalition of nations. The prophet then goes on to 
list a number of sins committed by the Edomites, including their pride, violence, and lack 
of concern for their brother nation, Israel. 
The central message of the book is that God will bring judgment upon those who mistreat 
His people, and that ultimately, His justice will prevail. The book concludes with a 
promise of restoration for the people of Israel and a prediction of the ultimate triumph of 
God's kingdom over all other kingdoms. 
In summary, the book of Obadiah is a short prophetic book that focuses on God's 
judgment against the nation of Edom for their mistreatment of their Israelite brothers. The 
book emphasizes God's justice and His ultimate triumph over all other kingdoms. 

 
A brief overview of the content of the book: 

 Verses 1-9: The prophet Obadiah declares a message from God against the nation 
of Edom, which had become proud and arrogant towards their neighboring nation 
of Israel. The Edomites had also participated in the plundering of Jerusalem and 
mistreated the Israelites when they were in trouble. 

 Verses 10-14: The prophet denounces the Edomites for their violence and lack of 
concern for their Israelite brothers. He predicts that they will be punished by the 



nations they had oppressed and that their pride and arrogance will lead to their 
downfall. 

 Verses 15-16: The prophet declares that the day of the Lord is near, a time when 
all nations will be judged, and God's justice will be made known. 

 Verses 17-21: The prophet ends the book with a message of hope for the 
Israelites, declaring that they will be victorious over their enemies and will 
possess the land promised to them by God. The kingdom will ultimately belong to 
God, and He will reign over all nations. 
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in Christian bible; the book " Obadiah "; can you give me a brief description on each 
chapter 
The book of Obadiah only contains one chapter, so there are no separate chapters to 
provide a brief description for. However, I can provide a brief overview of the content of 
the book: 

 Verses 1-9: The prophet Obadiah declares a message from God against the nation 
of Edom, which had become proud and arrogant towards their neighboring nation 
of Israel. The Edomites had also participated in the plundering of Jerusalem and 
mistreated the Israelites when they were in trouble. 

 Verses 10-14: The prophet denounces the Edomites for their violence and lack of 
concern for their Israelite brothers. He predicts that they will be punished by the 
nations they had oppressed and that their pride and arrogance will lead to their 
downfall. 

 Verses 15-16: The prophet declares that the day of the Lord is near, a time when 
all nations will be judged, and God's justice will be made known. 

 Verses 17-21: The prophet ends the book with a message of hope for the 
Israelites, declaring that they will be victorious over their enemies and will 



possess the land promised to them by God. The kingdom will ultimately belong to 
God, and He will reign over all nations. 

 
The important verses in the book of Obadiah, along with brief explanations and their 
locations in the Bible: 

1. Verse 3 - "The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of 
the rocks and make your home on the heights, you who say to yourself, 'Who can 
bring me down to the ground?'" (NIV) 

This verse speaks to the pride and arrogance of the Edomites, who lived in a mountainous 
region and felt secure in their position. The prophet warns that their pride will ultimately 
lead to their downfall. 

2. Verse 4 - "Though you soar like the eagle and make your nest among the stars, 
from there I will bring you down," declares the Lord. (NIV) 

This verse continues the theme of God's judgment against the Edomites. The prophet uses 
imagery to illustrate that no matter how high the Edomites feel they have climbed, God 
will bring them down. 

3. Verse 10 - "Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be 
covered with shame; you will be destroyed forever." (NIV) 

This verse speaks to the mistreatment of the Israelites by the Edomites. The prophet 
declares that God will bring shame upon the Edomites and they will be destroyed forever 
because of their violence against their brother nation. 

4. Verse 15 - "The day of the Lord is near for all nations. As you have done, it will 
be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head." (NIV) 

This verse speaks to the idea of the day of the Lord, which is a day of judgment when 
God's justice will be made known. The prophet declares that all nations will be judged, 
and their deeds will be returned upon them. 

5. Verse 21 - "Deliverers will go up on Mount Zion to govern the mountains of 
Esau. And the kingdom will be the Lord's." (NIV) 

This verse speaks to the ultimate triumph of God's kingdom over all other kingdoms. The 
prophet declares that the kingdom will ultimately belong to the Lord, and deliverers will 
come to govern the mountains of Esau, signifying the restoration of Israel and the 
downfall of their enemies. 
 
 

Notes: 

 

 

In the Christian Bible, the book of Obadiah does not contain many difficult questions 
without answers. However, there are a few verses that may be difficult to interpret, 
leading to some debate among scholars. Some of these verses include: 

1. The identity of Obadiah mentioned in verse 1 is not clear. Some scholars believe 
that he may have been a prophet, while others suggest that he could have been a 
scribe or an editor. However, his message to the nations of Edom and Israel is still 
valuable regardless of his identity. 



2. Verses 10-14 contain some phrases and descriptions that may be difficult to 
understand. For example, "You stood aloof while strangers carried off his 
wealth," "You should not gloat over your brother in the day of his misfortune," 
and "You should not march through the gates of my people." The background and 
meaning of these phrases and descriptions may require further explanation. 

3. The meaning of the term "Day of the Lord" in verse 15 is somewhat ambiguous. 
This term appears in several other books of the Bible, and its meaning can vary 
depending on the context in which it is used. In Obadiah, the "Day of the Lord" 
may refer to a time of judgment and reckoning for the nations of Edom and Israel. 

Overall, while there are some verses in Obadiah that may be difficult to interpret, there 
are no questions in the book that have no answer. Scholars continue to debate the 
meaning of certain phrases and descriptions, but the overall message of the book is clear: 
God will judge those who mistreat his people, and he will restore his people to their 
rightful place. 
 
 


