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Nehemiah 

 
The Book of Nehemiah is a historical and autobiographical account of Nehemiah, a 
Jewish exile who serves as the cupbearer to the Persian king Artaxerxes I. The book 
covers a period of about twelve years, from 445 BC to 433 BC, and is believed to have 
been written by Nehemiah himself. 
The book is divided into two main sections: 

1. The Rebuilding of the Wall of Jerusalem (chapters 1-7) In the first section of the 
book, Nehemiah receives news that the wall of Jerusalem has been destroyed and 
its gates have been burned. He prays to God for help and then asks King 
Artaxerxes I for permission to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall. The king 
grants Nehemiah's request and provides him with the resources he needs to 
accomplish the task. Nehemiah faces opposition from neighboring tribes, but he 
and his workers persevere and rebuild the wall in just 52 days. 

2. The Reformation of the People of Jerusalem (chapters 8-13) In the second section 
of the book, Nehemiah focuses on the spiritual rebuilding of the people of 
Jerusalem. He gathers the people together and reads the Law of Moses to them, 
which leads to a revival of their faith. The people confess their sins and make a 
covenant with God to follow his commandments. Nehemiah then returns to Persia 
for a time, and when he comes back to Jerusalem, he finds that the people have 
fallen back into sin. He takes measures to reform their behavior, including 
enforcing the Sabbath, removing foreigners from the temple, and purging the 
community of corrupt officials. 

Overall, the Book of Nehemiah is a story of faith, leadership, and perseverance. It shows 
how God can work through ordinary people to accomplish great things, and it highlights 
the importance of staying true to one's faith even in the face of opposition and adversity. 

 
Brief description of each chapter in the Book of Nehemiah in the Bible: 



Chapter 1: Nehemiah learns that the walls of Jerusalem are in ruins and prays to God for 
help. 
Chapter 2: Nehemiah asks King Artaxerxes I for permission to go to Jerusalem and 
rebuild the walls. The king grants Nehemiah's request. 
Chapter 3: A detailed description of the people and families who worked on different 
sections of the wall. 
Chapter 4: Nehemiah faces opposition from neighboring tribes who mock and threaten 
the builders. Nehemiah prays to God and encourages the workers to persevere. 
Chapter 5: Nehemiah addresses issues of economic injustice among the Jewish people, 
including usury and debt slavery. 
Chapter 6: Nehemiah faces a plot to harm him and distract him from his work on the 
wall. He refuses to be intimidated and completes the wall. 
Chapter 7: Nehemiah appoints gatekeepers and organizes the population of Jerusalem. He 
records the number of exiles who returned to the city. 
Chapter 8: Ezra reads the Law of Moses to the people, and they respond with repentance 
and celebration. 
Chapter 9: The people confess their sins and recount the history of Israel, acknowledging 
God's faithfulness despite their unfaithfulness. 
Chapter 10: The people make a covenant to obey God's commandments, including 
specific provisions for tithing and maintaining the temple. 
Chapter 11: A list of the people who lived in Jerusalem, including those who volunteered 
to live there and those who were chosen by lot. 
Chapter 12: A record of the priests and Levites who returned to Jerusalem with 
Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, and a description of the dedication of the wall. 
Chapter 13: Nehemiah returns to Persia and then comes back to Jerusalem, where he 
discovers that the people have fallen back into sin. He takes measures to reform their 
behavior, including enforcing the Sabbath, removing foreigners from the temple, and 
purging the community of corrupt officials. 
 
 
Nehemiah chapter 1 opens with the words, "The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah." 
Nehemiah was a Jewish exile living in Persia during the reign of King Artaxerxes. 
Nehemiah was a cupbearer to the king, a position of trust and honor in the Persian court. 
In the first few verses of chapter 1, Nehemiah receives news from his brother Hanani and 
some other men who have returned to Jerusalem that the wall of Jerusalem is still in ruins 
and the gates have been burned down. This news greatly troubles Nehemiah, and he 
begins to weep and mourn for his people. 
Nehemiah then begins to pray to God, confessing his own sins and the sins of his people. 
He acknowledges that they have disobeyed God's commandments and turned away from 
Him. Nehemiah then reminds God of His promises to restore His people if they repent 
and turn back to Him. 
In verse 8, Nehemiah specifically asks God to grant him favor in the eyes of the king so 
that he can return to Jerusalem and help rebuild the city. Nehemiah ends his prayer by 
asking God to hear his plea and to show mercy to him and his people. 
Overall, Nehemiah chapter 1 sets the stage for the rest of the book, which details 
Nehemiah's efforts to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and restore the city to its former 



glory. The chapter highlights Nehemiah's deep concern for his people and his strong faith 
in God, as well as his willingness to take action to help his fellow Jews. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 1, the key verses are: 
Verse 3: "They said to me, 'Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are 
in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have 
been burned with fire.'" 
Verse 4: "When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and 
fasted and prayed before the God of heaven." 
Verse 11: "Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the 
prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success 
today by granting him favor in the presence of this man." 
These verses introduce the narrative of Nehemiah, who was a cupbearer to the Persian 
king Artaxerxes. He learned that the walls of Jerusalem were broken down and its gates 
had been burned with fire. This news deeply moved Nehemiah, and he fasted and prayed 
to God, confessing his sins and the sins of his people. He asked God to have mercy on 
him and his people and to grant him success as he approached the king to ask for 
permission to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
 

 
Chapter 2 of Nehemiah begins with Nehemiah continuing his duties as cupbearer to the 
king of Persia, King Artaxerxes. One day, the king notices that Nehemiah is sad and asks 
him what is wrong. Nehemiah is afraid to speak at first, but then he tells the king that he 
is sad because the wall of Jerusalem is in ruins and the city is in a state of distress. 
The king asks Nehemiah what he wants, and Nehemiah asks for permission to return to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the wall. The king grants Nehemiah's request and even gives him 
letters of safe passage and materials for the rebuilding effort. 
Nehemiah sets out for Jerusalem with a group of officials and soldiers. When he arrives, 
he spends three days surveying the city and its walls before revealing his plan to the 
people. He tells them that God has put it in his heart to rebuild the wall and restore the 
city. 
Nehemiah faces opposition from some of the local officials and people who do not want 
to see the city restored. But he remains determined and gathers the people together to 
begin the rebuilding effort. 
Chapter 2 of Nehemiah shows Nehemiah's leadership and determination in the face of 
opposition, as well as his trust in God's provision and guidance. It also highlights the 
importance of seeking the favor and assistance of those in positions of power and 
authority, as Nehemiah did with King Artaxerxes. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 2, the key verses are: 
Verse 4: "The king said to me, 'What is it you want?' Then I prayed to the God of 
heaven." 
Verse 8: "And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me 
timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and 
for the residence I will occupy?'" And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, 
the king granted my requests." 



Verse 18: "I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king 
had said to me. They replied, 'Let us start rebuilding.' So they began this good work." 
These verses describe Nehemiah's journey to Jerusalem, his inspection of the city walls, 
and his plans to rebuild them. In verse 4, Nehemiah prayed to God before making his 
request to the king. In verse 8, the king granted Nehemiah's requests for materials to 
rebuild the walls, which Nehemiah attributed to the gracious hand of God on him. In 
verse 18, Nehemiah shared his plans and the support of the people to rebuild the walls. 
 

 
Chapter 3 of Nehemiah is a detailed account of the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem. 
The chapter describes how the work was organized and carried out, with each section of 
the wall assigned to a specific group or individual. 
The chapter begins with a description of the Sheep Gate, which was the first section of 
the wall to be rebuilt. It then goes on to describe the rebuilding of the walls in a 
counterclockwise direction, with each section of the wall and the people responsible for 
rebuilding it named. 
The work of rebuilding the wall was carried out by a variety of people, including priests, 
Levites, rulers, goldsmiths, and merchants. They worked on the section of the wall 
nearest to their homes or businesses, and some worked on multiple sections of the wall. 
Despite facing opposition from some of the local officials and neighboring tribes, the 
people of Jerusalem continued to work diligently on the wall, and by the end of the 
chapter, the entire wall had been rebuilt. 
Chapter 3 of Nehemiah is a testament to the determination and hard work of the people of 
Jerusalem in rebuilding their city. It also shows the importance of organization and 
teamwork in achieving a common goal, as well as the power of community in 
overcoming adversity. 
 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 3, the key verses are: 
Verse 1: "Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the 
Sheep Gate. They dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of 
the Hundred, which they dedicated, and as far as the Tower of Hananel." 
Verse 5: "The next section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, but their nobles would not 
put their shoulders to the work under their supervisors." 
Verse 12: "Shallum son of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the 
next section with the help of his daughters." 
These verses describe the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, with each section being 
assigned to a different group of people who worked together to rebuild it. Verse 1 
mentions the first section that was rebuilt by the priests, starting at the Sheep Gate and 
continuing to the Tower of Hananel. Verse 5 notes that some of the nobles of Tekoa did 
not participate in the rebuilding effort. Verse 12 highlights Shallum and his daughters, 
who worked together to rebuild their assigned section of the wall. The chapter provides a 
detailed account of the different groups involved in the reconstruction of the walls, and it 
emphasizes the importance of cooperation and teamwork in accomplishing a large-scale 
project. 
 



 

 
Chapter 4 of Nehemiah focuses on the opposition and challenges faced by Nehemiah and 
the people of Jerusalem as they worked to rebuild the wall of the city. 
The chapter begins with Sanballat and Tobiah, two officials from neighboring regions, 
mocking and ridiculing the people of Jerusalem for their efforts to rebuild the wall. 
Nehemiah and the people respond by praying to God and continuing their work. 
As the work on the wall progresses, the opposition intensifies. Sanballat, Tobiah, and 
other officials conspire to attack the workers and disrupt their progress. Nehemiah 
responds by stationing guards around the wall and organizing the workers into groups to 
defend against any attacks. 
Despite the opposition, the people of Jerusalem continue to work on the wall, with some 
even working with one hand while holding a weapon in the other. Nehemiah encourages 
the people to stay focused on their work and trust in God's protection. 
The chapter ends with a description of the progress made on the wall, with half of the 
wall completed and the people continuing to work diligently despite the threats and 
challenges they faced. 
Chapter 4 of Nehemiah highlights the challenges and opposition that often come with 
pursuing a difficult task, but also the importance of perseverance and trust in God's 
protection. It also shows the power of unity and teamwork in overcoming adversity. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 4, the key verses are: 
Verse 6: "So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked 
with all their heart." 
Verse 9: "But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this 
threat." 
Verse 14: "After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and 
the rest of the people, 'Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and 
awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your 
homes.'" 
These verses describe the opposition and threats that Nehemiah and the people faced as 
they worked to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. In verse 6, Nehemiah notes the hard work 
and dedication of the people in rebuilding the wall. In verse 9, Nehemiah and the people 
prayed to God for protection and posted guards to defend against the opposition. In verse 
14, Nehemiah encouraged the people to remember God's greatness and to fight for their 
families and homes. The chapter emphasizes the challenges that the rebuilding project 
faced and the need for faith and determination in the face of opposition. 
 

 
Chapter 5 of Nehemiah focuses on the internal struggles and injustices faced by the 
people of Jerusalem as they worked to rebuild the wall of the city. 
The chapter begins with a description of the economic hardships faced by the people, 
with many struggling to provide for their families and pay their taxes. Some had even 
been forced to mortgage their fields and homes to pay for food. 



Nehemiah is outraged by these injustices and calls a meeting of the people to address the 
issue. He confronts the nobles and officials who were taking advantage of the people and 
demands that they stop oppressing their fellow Jews. 
The nobles and officials agree to stop their unjust practices and even return the lands and 
properties that they had taken from the people. Nehemiah also sets an example by 
refusing to take the usual governor's food allowance and instead provides for himself and 
his followers. 
The chapter ends with a description of Nehemiah's continued efforts to rebuild the wall, 
with the people working together in unity and with renewed energy and purpose. 
Chapter 5 of Nehemiah highlights the importance of social justice and fairness, even in 
the midst of a challenging and difficult task. It also shows the power of leadership and the 
example that leaders can set in creating a just and equitable society. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 5, the key verses are: 
Verse 1-2: "Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their fellow Jews. 
Some were saying, 'We and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order for us to eat 
and stay alive, we must get grain.'" 
Verse 6: "When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry." 
Verse 19: "Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have done for these people." 
These verses describe the issue of economic exploitation and oppression among the 
Jewish people. In verses 1-2, some of the Jews complained that they were unable to 
provide for their families due to high taxes and debt, and they were being forced to 
mortgage their land and even sell their children into slavery to pay their debts. In verse 6, 
Nehemiah was angered by this exploitation and called on the people to stop exploiting 
each other. In verse 19, Nehemiah prayed that God would remember his efforts to help 
the people and bring justice to the situation. The chapter highlights the importance of 
social justice and the need for people to treat each other fairly and with compassion. 
 

 
Chapter 6 of Nehemiah focuses on the final attempts of Nehemiah's enemies to stop the 
rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem. 
The chapter begins with Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem sending Nehemiah an invitation 
to meet with them in one of the villages outside Jerusalem. Nehemiah suspects that they 
are planning to harm him and declines the invitation, instead sending a message that he is 
too busy with the work on the wall. 
Sanballat then sends a series of false accusations against Nehemiah to intimidate him and 
discourage the people working on the wall. However, Nehemiah sees through their 
schemes and continues to trust in God's protection. 
The enemies of Nehemiah also try to discredit him by spreading rumors that he is 
planning to rebel against the king of Persia. Nehemiah responds by praying for God's 
strength and protection, and by refusing to be distracted from his work. 
The chapter ends with a description of the completion of the wall of Jerusalem, despite 
the efforts of its enemies to stop its rebuilding. The people of Jerusalem rejoice and give 
thanks to God for their success. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 6, the key verses are: 



Verse 2: "Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: 'Come, let us meet together in one 
of the villages on the plain of Ono.' But they were scheming to harm me;" 
Verse 9: "They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, 'Their hands will get too weak for 
the work, and it will not be completed.' But I prayed, 'Now strengthen my hands.'" 
Verse 15-16: "So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 
When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost 
their self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of 
our God." 
These verses describe the attempts of Nehemiah's enemies to undermine his leadership 
and prevent the completion of the wall. In verse 2, Sanballat and Geshem tried to trick 
Nehemiah into meeting with them so they could harm him. In verse 9, Nehemiah prayed 
for strength in the face of these threats. Finally, in verses 15-16, the completion of the 
wall is celebrated, and it is acknowledged that the accomplishment was made possible 
with the help of God. The chapter highlights the importance of perseverance, faith, and 
trusting in God's protection and provision in the face of opposition. 
 
 
Chapter 7 begins with Nehemiah's decision to put someone in charge of Jerusalem, now 
that the walls and gates have been rebuilt. He chooses his brother Hanani, along with 
Hananiah, who is the commander of the fortress, to oversee the city's security. 
Nehemiah then describes the list of the Israelites who had returned from exile and who 
were living in Jerusalem. He mentions that the city was sparsely populated, and many 
houses were still empty. He decides to gather the people together to register them by their 
genealogy to see who is eligible to live in Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah then lists the names of those who had returned from Babylon and who had 
settled in Jerusalem. The total number of people is 42,360, along with 7,337 servants and 
245 singers. He also notes that there were 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 
donkeys. 
Nehemiah then describes the gifts that some of the leaders gave towards the rebuilding of 
the wall. He mentions that King Artaxerxes had given him letters of authorization, which 
allowed him to pass through the various provinces safely. 
The chapter ends with Nehemiah's decision to appoint gatekeepers, singers, and Levites 
for the temple services in Jerusalem. He notes that the rest of the people would be free to 
pursue their own occupations. 
Overall, Nehemiah Chapter 7 is a detailed account of the Israelites who had returned 
from exile and settled in Jerusalem. It gives a glimpse into the size of the population and 
the gifts that some of the leaders had given towards the rebuilding of the city. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 7, the key verses are: 
Verse 5: "So my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles, the officials and the 
common people for registration by families. I found the genealogical record of those who 
had been the first to return. This is what I found written there:" 
Verse 73b: "When the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the musicians and the temple 
servants, along with certain of the people and the rest of the Israelites, settled in their own 
towns, the rest of the Israelites settled in their towns." 



These verses describe the process of rebuilding the city and establishing order after the 
completion of the wall. In verse 5, Nehemiah begins the process of organizing the people 
by families and recording their genealogy. This was important for maintaining order, 
understanding who belonged to which tribe, and organizing worship and religious 
practices. In verse 73b, it is noted that the priests, Levites, gatekeepers, musicians, and 
temple servants all settled in their respective towns, as did the rest of the Israelites. This 
shows that order and structure were being restored to the community, and people were 
beginning to live in their proper roles and responsibilities. The chapter emphasizes the 
importance of organization and structure in maintaining a functioning community, as well 
as the importance of recording and remembering the history and heritage of the people. 
 

 
Chapter 8 begins with the people of Jerusalem gathering in the square before the Water 
Gate to hear Ezra the scribe read from the book of the Law of Moses. The people ask 
Ezra to bring out the book of the Law, and he stands on a high platform and begins to 
read it aloud. 
As Ezra reads, the Levites help the people to understand the meaning of the words. They 
read from the book of the Law from early morning until midday, and the people listen 
attentively, bowing down in worship and weeping when they hear the words. 
Nehemiah, the governor, and Ezra, the priest and scribe, encourage the people not to 
weep but to rejoice in the Lord and to celebrate the day as a sacred festival. They tell the 
people to go and enjoy food and drink, and to share with those who have nothing, for the 
joy of the Lord is their strength. 
The people obey and go off to celebrate, sharing their food and drink with each other and 
sending portions to those who are in need. The celebration lasts for several days, and the 
people continue to read and study the book of the Law. 
On the second day, the heads of the families gather together with Ezra the scribe to study 
the Law in greater depth. They discover that the Law requires them to observe the Feast 
of Tabernacles, which they had not celebrated since the days of Joshua, son of Nun. 
The people obey the Law and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles, living in temporary 
shelters made of branches, as the Law requires. The chapter ends with a summary of the 
events, noting that the people had not celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles in this way 
since the days of Joshua, son of Nun. 
Overall, Nehemiah Chapter 8 is a detailed account of the people of Jerusalem gathering 
together to hear Ezra read from the book of the Law. It shows the people's reverence for 
the Law and their willingness to obey its commands, even when it requires them to make 
sacrifices. The chapter also highlights the importance of joy and celebration in the lives 
of God's people, as they rejoice in the goodness of the Lord. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 8, the key verses are: 
Verse 5-6: "Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing 
above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the Lord, the great 
God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 'Amen! Amen!' Then they 
bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground." 
Verse 8: "They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the 
meaning so that the people understood what was being read." 



Verse 10: "Nehemiah said, 'Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to 
those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy 
of the Lord is your strength.'" 
These verses describe a significant event in the restoration of Jerusalem, where Ezra the 
priest read from the Book of the Law to the people gathered in the square. In verse 5-6, 
the people stood up and praised the Lord as the book was opened, showing their 
reverence and respect for God's Word. In verse 8, it is noted that the reading was made 
clear and the meaning was explained so that the people could understand. This highlights 
the importance of understanding and interpretation in religious education. In verse 10, 
Nehemiah encouraged the people to celebrate and enjoy the day, showing that joy and 
celebration are also important aspects of spiritual life. The chapter emphasizes the 
centrality of God's Word to the life of the community, as well as the importance of 
understanding, interpretation, and celebration in religious practice. 
 
 
Chapter 9 is a prayer of confession and repentance offered by the Israelites as they fasted 
and wore sackcloth and ashes. The prayer is a recitation of the history of Israel, 
acknowledging God's faithfulness and mercy to them despite their repeated disobedience 
and rebellion. 
The Israelites begin by praising God as the Creator of all things and the one who chose 
them as his people. They acknowledge his faithfulness in delivering them from Egypt, 
providing for them in the wilderness, and giving them the land of Canaan. 
However, they confess their sins and the sins of their ancestors, including their rebellion 
in the wilderness, their worship of idols, and their disobedience to God's commands. 
They acknowledge that they have not followed the prophets whom God sent to warn and 
guide them, and that they have been unfaithful to the covenant he made with them. 
Despite their failures, they declare their faith in God and his promises, and they appeal to 
his mercy and compassion. They acknowledge that God is righteous and just, and that his 
judgments are always true. They confess that they deserve punishment, but they plead for 
God's mercy and forgiveness. 
The prayer concludes with the Israelites making a binding agreement to serve and obey 
God, to separate themselves from all foreign influences, and to follow his commands. 
They acknowledge that they are his servants, and they pledge to worship him alone and to 
live according to his ways. 
Overall, Nehemiah Chapter 9 is a powerful prayer of confession and repentance, 
acknowledging God's faithfulness and mercy despite the Israelites' repeated disobedience 
and rebellion. The chapter highlights the importance of acknowledging one's sins and 
seeking God's mercy and forgiveness, as well as the need to serve and obey him. 

 
In Nehemiah chapter 9, the key verses are: 
Verse 6: "You alone are the Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and 
all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give 
life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you." 
Verse 16-17: "But they, our ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did not 
obey your commands. They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you 
performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a 



leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them," 
Verse 31-32: "But in your great mercy you did not put an end to them or abandon them, 
for you are a gracious and merciful God. Now therefore, our God, the great God, mighty 
and awesome, who keeps his covenant of love, do not let all this hardship seem trifling in 
your eyes—the hardship that has come on us, on our kings and leaders, on our priests and 
prophets, on our ancestors and all your people, from the days of the kings of Assyria until 
today." 
These verses describe a prayer of confession and repentance by the people of Israel, 
acknowledging their disobedience and rebellion against God, as well as God's mercy and 
faithfulness towards them. In verse 6, the greatness and majesty of God is praised. In 
verses 16-17, the people confess their ancestors' failures to obey God's commands and 
their own stiff-necked rebellion, but also recognize God's gracious and forgiving nature. 
In verses 31-32, the people acknowledge the hardships they have faced, but plead with 
God to remember his covenant of love and not abandon them. The chapter emphasizes 
the importance of confession, repentance, and humility before God, as well as the 
greatness and faithfulness of God towards his people. 
 
 
Chapter 10 begins with a list of the Israelites who signed a covenant to obey God's laws 
and to separate themselves from all foreign influences. The leaders of the people are 
listed first, followed by the priests, Levites, and the rest of the people. 
The covenant they make includes several specific provisions, including: 

1. Separation from all foreign influences, including marriage to foreigners and 
participation in their customs and practices. 

2. Observance of the Sabbath day and other holy days, such as the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

3. Payment of the temple tax and the support of the priests and Levites. 
4. Provision of wood for the altar, the first fruits of the harvest, and other offerings 

to the Lord. 
5. Care for the temple and its vessels, and the provision of bread for the table of the 

Lord. 
The chapter ends with a summary of the covenant and a statement of commitment from 
the people, who declare that they will follow God's laws and obey his commands. 
Overall, Nehemiah Chapter 10 is a record of the Israelites making a covenant to obey 
God's laws and to separate themselves from all foreign influences. The chapter highlights 
the importance of obedience to God's commands, as well as the need to support the 
temple and its worship. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 10, the key verses are: 
Verse 28-29: "The rest of the people—priests, Levites, gatekeepers, musicians, temple 
servants and all who separated themselves from the neighboring peoples for the sake of 
the Law of God, together with their wives and all their sons and daughters who are able 
to understand— all these now join their fellow Israelites the nobles, and bind themselves 
with a curse and an oath to follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant of 



God and to obey carefully all the commands, regulations and decrees of the Lord our 
Lord." 
Verse 39: "We will not neglect the house of our God." 
These verses describe the people of Israel, including priests, Levites, gatekeepers, and 
temple servants, making a covenant with God to follow his Law and obey his commands. 
In verses 28-29, the people bind themselves with a curse and an oath to follow the Law of 
God, indicating their seriousness and commitment to their covenant. In verse 39, the 
people also promise to not neglect the house of God, showing their commitment to the 
maintenance and care of the temple. The chapter emphasizes the importance of 
commitment and obedience to God's commands, as well as the responsibility of caring 
for the house of God. 
 
 

 
Chapter 11 describes the re-population of Jerusalem and the surrounding towns. 
Nehemiah and the leaders of the people cast lots to determine which families would live 
in Jerusalem, since not enough people were willing to move there. 
The chapter lists the names of the leaders and the families who moved to Jerusalem and 
the surrounding towns, as well as the Levites who were assigned to serve in the temple. 
The people who lived in Jerusalem were responsible for maintaining the city walls and 
gates, while those who lived in the surrounding towns were responsible for the 
surrounding fields and vineyards. 
The chapter also describes the appointment of several officials, including the overseer of 
the Levites, the leader of the singers, and the gatekeepers. It notes that some of the priests 
and Levites had settled in their ancestral towns, but that they were still responsible for 
serving in the temple in Jerusalem. 
Overall, Nehemiah Chapter 11 is a record of the re-population of Jerusalem and the 
surrounding towns, as well as the appointment of officials to oversee the work of the 
temple and the city. The chapter highlights the importance of maintaining the city and the 
temple, and the role of the Levites and other officials in serving God and the people. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 11, the key verses are: 
Verse 1: "The leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast 
lots to bring one out of every ten of them to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the 
remaining nine were to stay in their own towns." 
Verse 2: "The people commended all who volunteered to live in Jerusalem." 
Verse 36: "Some of the descendants of Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim and Manasseh 
settled in Jerusalem." 
These verses describe the repopulation of Jerusalem after the walls were rebuilt. In verse 
1, the leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast lots to 
determine who would live in the holy city. In verse 2, the people commend those who 
volunteered to live in Jerusalem, indicating their willingness to serve and contribute to 
the city. In verse 36, specific tribes and descendants are listed as those who settled in 
Jerusalem. The chapter emphasizes the importance of repopulating and rebuilding the 
holy city, as well as the willingness of the people to contribute to this effort. 
 



 
Chapter 12 continues the account of the re-dedication of the wall of Jerusalem and the 
celebration that followed. It begins with a list of the priests and Levites who served 
during the time of high priest Joiakim, and then describes the procession that took place 
during the dedication ceremony. 
The chapter details the priests and Levites who led the procession, the instruments that 
were played, and the order in which the different groups of people walked. The 
procession included singers, musicians, and the priests who carried the Ark of the 
Covenant. 
The chapter also notes the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, with the priests and 
Levites performing purification rituals and offering sacrifices. The people rejoiced and 
celebrated with great joy, with singers and musicians leading the way. 
The chapter concludes with a description of the dedication of the new wall gates, with the 
Levites being assigned to guard them. The chapter also notes the appointment of Hanani 
and Hananiah as leaders of the city, responsible for maintaining its integrity and 
protecting the people. 
Overall, Nehemiah Chapter 12 is a record of the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem and 
the celebration that followed. The chapter highlights the importance of the priests and 
Levites in leading the people in worship, as well as the appointment of leaders to protect 
and maintain the city. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 12, the key verses are: 
Verse 27: "At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were sought out from 
where they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully the dedication with 
songs of thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, harps and lyres." 
Verse 30: "When the priests and Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they 
purified the people, the gates and the wall." 
Verse 43: "And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given 
them great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in 
Jerusalem could be heard far away." 
These verses describe the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem and the celebration that 
followed. In verse 27, the Levites were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication 
with songs of thanksgiving and music. In verse 30, the priests and Levites purify 
themselves and then purify the people, gates, and wall. In verse 43, the people offer great 
sacrifices and rejoice because God had given them great joy. The chapter emphasizes the 
joy and celebration that come from completing a significant task, as well as the 
importance of ritual purity and the involvement of the Levites and priests in the 
celebration. 
 

 
Chapter 13 begins with the account of Nehemiah's return to Jerusalem after being away 
for some time. He discovers that the people have again fallen into sin, including 
intermarrying with foreigners and breaking the Sabbath. 
Nehemiah responds by purging the city of foreigners, removing them from the temple 
and the city gates. He also confronts the people who have been profaning the Sabbath, 



and orders the gates of Jerusalem to be closed on that day to prevent any further 
violations. 
Nehemiah also deals with other issues, such as the failure of the Levites to receive their 
portion of the tithes, and the misuse of the temple storerooms. He appoints trustworthy 
men to oversee the temple and ensure that the tithes and offerings are properly collected 
and distributed. 
The chapter also describes Nehemiah's confrontation with Tobiah, an Ammonite who had 
previously opposed the rebuilding of the wall. Tobiah had been given a room in the 
temple, which Nehemiah orders to be cleared out and purified. Nehemiah also orders the 
restoration of the chambers in the temple for the storage of the offerings and implements. 
Finally, the chapter concludes with Nehemiah's prayer for God's mercy and forgiveness, 
and his commitment to continue serving God and leading the people of Jerusalem in 
obedience. 
Overall, Nehemiah Chapter 13 is a record of Nehemiah's final efforts to purify the city of 
Jerusalem and restore its proper worship of God. The chapter highlights the importance 
of obedience to God's commands, the proper use of the temple and its resources, and the 
need for strong leadership to maintain the integrity of the city and its people. 
 
In Nehemiah chapter 13, the key verses are: 
Verse 11: "So I rebuked the officials and asked them, 'Why is the house of God 
neglected?' Then I called them together and stationed them at their posts." 
Verse 17-18: "I rebuked the nobles of Judah and said to them, 'What is this wicked thing 
you are doing—desecrating the Sabbath day? Didn't your ancestors do the same things, 
so that our God brought all this calamity on us and on this city? Now you are stirring up 
more wrath against Israel by desecrating the Sabbath.'" 
Verse 31: "Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have done for these people." 
These verses describe Nehemiah's return to Jerusalem after a period of time and his 
efforts to address issues that had arisen in his absence. In verse 11, Nehemiah rebukes 
officials for neglecting the house of God and stations them at their posts. In verses 17-18, 
he rebukes the nobles for desecrating the Sabbath day and reminds them of the 
consequences of such actions. In verse 31, Nehemiah asks God to remember him for all 
he has done for the people. The chapter emphasizes the importance of maintaining the 
worship of God and the observance of his commands, as well as the responsibility of 
leaders to ensure that these things are upheld. 
 
 
Notes: 
 
The book of Nehemiah in the Christian Bible is primarily a historical account of the 
rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem by Nehemiah and his associates. While the book 
does not contain many philosophical or theological questions, there are a few difficult 
questions that arise. Here are a few examples: 

1. "Should a man like me flee? And who is there like me who would go into the 
temple to save his life?" (Nehemiah 6:11) 



Nehemiah is asking if he should run away from his work to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, 
or if he should seek sanctuary in the temple. This question raises the issue of personal 
safety versus the responsibility to complete an important task. 

2. "Why is the house of God forsaken?" (Nehemiah 13:11) 
This question is asked by Nehemiah after he discovers that the priests have abandoned 
their duties and the temple has fallen into disrepair. This question raises the issue of 
religious devotion and the responsibility of those who are tasked with maintaining holy 
places. 

3. "How can we afford to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem?" (Nehemiah 2:19) 
This question is asked by the local inhabitants of Jerusalem who oppose the rebuilding of 
the wall. It raises the issue of resources and the ability to complete large projects. 
Overall, the book of Nehemiah is primarily a historical account rather than a 
philosophical or theological treatise, so the questions it raises tend to be practical rather 
than abstract. Nonetheless, they raise important issues about personal responsibility, 
religious devotion, and community resources. 
 


