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Nahum 
The Book of Nahum is a part of the Old Testament of the Christian Bible and is located 
in the section known as the Minor Prophets. It consists of three chapters and is attributed 
to the prophet Nahum, who is believed to have lived in the seventh century BCE. 
The book of Nahum contains a prophecy concerning the fall of Nineveh, the capital city 
of the Assyrian Empire. The prophecy is a message of judgment against Nineveh for its 
wickedness, violence, and oppression of other nations. The book portrays God as a 
jealous and vengeful God who will not allow such evil to go unpunished. 
Chapter 1 begins with a powerful description of God's wrath against Nineveh, and the 
prophet Nahum declares that the Lord is a jealous and avenging God who will not let the 
guilty go unpunished. Nahum goes on to describe the destruction that will come upon the 
city, including its gates being destroyed and its people being cut off. 
Chapter 2 describes the siege and destruction of Nineveh in vivid detail. It describes the 
armies that will come against the city and the panic and chaos that will ensue. Nahum 
declares that the destruction of Nineveh will be complete and final, leaving nothing of 
value behind. 
Chapter 3 continues the prophecy against Nineveh, depicting the city as a harlot who has 
brought shame upon herself. Nahum predicts that the city's defenses will crumble and 
that its leaders and officials will flee in terror. The chapter ends with a warning to other 
nations to take heed of Nineveh's fate and to avoid the same path of destruction. 
In summary, the book of Nahum is a prophecy against the city of Nineveh for its 
wickedness and oppression of other nations. It portrays God as a just and vengeful God 
who will not let such evil go unpunished. The book is a powerful reminder of the 
consequences of sin and the importance of turning back to God. 
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Chapter 1 of the book of Nahum begins with a description of God's wrath against 
Nineveh, the capital city of the Assyrian Empire. The prophet Nahum declares that the 
Lord is a jealous and avenging God who will not let the guilty go unpunished. 
In verses 2-8, Nahum describes the power and might of God, portraying Him as a God of 
justice who will not tolerate evil. The passage includes descriptions of earthquakes, 
storms, and fire, all of which symbolize God's power and judgment. 
Verse 7 declares that "The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows 
those who take refuge in Him." Here, Nahum acknowledges that although God is a God 
of wrath, He is also a God of mercy and protection for those who trust in Him. 
Verses 9-14 describe the impending destruction of Nineveh, emphasizing that the city's 
fate is sealed and cannot be avoided. Nahum predicts that the city's destruction will be 
complete and final, leaving nothing of value behind. 
The chapter ends with Nahum declaring that even though the Assyrians have been a 
formidable force, they will be destroyed, and their memory will be erased. The passage 
closes with a warning to other nations to take heed of Nineveh's fate and to avoid the 
same path of destruction. 
In summary, Nahum chapter 1 is a powerful description of God's wrath against Nineveh, 
highlighting the justice and power of God. The chapter also emphasizes the mercy and 
protection that God provides to those who trust in Him, while warning of the 
consequences of wickedness and sin. 

 
Here are some important verses from Nahum chapter 1, along with brief explanations and 
their location in the chapter: 
Verse 2: "The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is avenging and wrathful; 
the LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies." This 



verse describes the character of God as a just and vengeful God who will punish those 
who oppose him. (Located in Nahum 1:2) 
Verse 3: "The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and the LORD will by no 
means clear the guilty. His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of 
his feet." This verse reminds the reader that God is patient and slow to anger, but when he 
does act, he is a powerful force to be reckoned with. (Located in Nahum 1:3) 
Verse 7: "The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who 
take refuge in him." This verse assures the reader that God is a source of strength and 
protection for those who trust in him. (Located in Nahum 1:7) 
Verse 12: "Thus says the LORD, 'Though they are at full strength and many, they will be 
cut down and pass away. Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you no more.'" This 
verse assures the people of Judah that God will punish their enemies, even if they seem 
strong and powerful, and that their own afflictions will come to an end. (Located in 
Nahum 1:12) 
Verse 15: "Behold, upon the mountains, the feet of him who brings good news, who 
publishes peace! Keep your feasts, O Judah; fulfill your vows, for never again shall the 
worthless pass through you; he is utterly cut off." This verse brings a message of hope 
and comfort to the people of Judah, assuring them that their enemies will be defeated and 
that they can resume their worship and celebrations without fear. (Located in Nahum 
1:15) 
These verses provide important insights into the character of God, his relationship with 
his people, and his plans for judgment and redemption. 
 
 
Chapter 2 of the book of Nahum continues the prophecy against Nineveh, describing in 
vivid detail the destruction that is to come upon the city. The chapter is divided into three 
sections: 
Verses 1-10: The siege of Nineveh 
In this section, Nahum describes the armies that will come against Nineveh, using vivid 
imagery to paint a picture of the chaos and destruction that will ensue. The passage 
describes the advance of the enemy armies, the sound of trumpets and war cries, and the 
panic and confusion among the people of Nineveh. The city's gates are breached, and the 
Assyrian soldiers flee in terror. 
Verses 11-13: The plunder of Nineveh 
In these verses, Nahum describes the looting and plundering of Nineveh by the invading 
armies. The passage describes the treasures and riches that will be taken from the city, 
including silver, gold, and other valuable goods. The passage emphasizes that the 
invaders will take everything of value and leave nothing behind. 
Verses 14-15: The fall of Nineveh 
This final section of the chapter describes the fall of Nineveh and the complete 
destruction of the city. Nahum portrays the city as a place of chaos and destruction, with 
its streets filled with dead bodies and the sound of weeping and mourning. The chapter 
ends with Nahum declaring that there is no relief for Nineveh and that the city's fate is 
sealed. 
In summary, Nahum chapter 2 is a vivid description of the siege and destruction of 
Nineveh, emphasizing the chaos and devastation that will come upon the city. The 



chapter portrays the invaders as unstoppable and the fate of Nineveh as inevitable, 
highlighting the consequences of wickedness and oppression. 
 
Here are some important verses from Nahum chapter 2, along with brief explanations and 
their location in the chapter: 
Verse 1: "The scatterer has come up against you. Man the ramparts; watch the road; dress 
for battle; collect all your strength." This verse describes the impending attack on 
Nineveh, urging the defenders to prepare for battle. (Located in Nahum 2:1) 
Verse 2: "For the LORD is restoring the majesty of Jacob as the majesty of Israel, for 
plunderers have plundered them and ruined their branches." This verse suggests that God 
will restore the fortunes of his people, who have been plundered and ruined by their 
enemies. (Located in Nahum 2:2) 
Verse 4: "The chariots race madly through the streets; they rush to and fro through the 
squares; they gleam like torches; they dart like lightning." This verse vividly describes 
the chariots of the attacking army as they race through the streets of Nineveh. (Located in 
Nahum 2:4) 
Verse 10: "Desolate! Desolation and ruin! Hearts melt and knees tremble; anguish is in 
all loins; all faces grow pale!" This verse describes the aftermath of the attack on 
Nineveh, emphasizing the devastation and horror of the scene. (Located in Nahum 2:10) 
Verse 13: "Behold, I am against you, declares the LORD of hosts, and I will burn your 
chariots in smoke, and the sword shall devour your young lions. I will cut off your prey 
from the earth, and the voice of your messengers shall no longer be heard." This verse 
declares God's judgment against Nineveh, promising to destroy its military might and cut 
off its sources of wealth and power. (Located in Nahum 2:13) 
These verses provide a picture of the impending attack on Nineveh and its devastating 
consequences. They also suggest that God is at work in the midst of the chaos, both 
judging the wickedness of Nineveh and restoring the fortunes of his people. 
 

 
Chapter 3 of the book of Nahum continues the prophecy against Nineveh, focusing on the 
city's wickedness and its imminent destruction. The chapter is divided into four sections: 
Verses 1-7: The wickedness of Nineveh 
In this section, Nahum describes the sins of Nineveh, portraying the city as a place of 
violence, deceit, and oppression. The passage accuses the city of shedding blood, 
practicing sorcery, and exploiting its neighbors for gain. Nahum declares that Nineveh's 
sins have made it ripe for judgment and that its destruction is imminent. 
Verses 8-13: The fall of Thebes 
In these verses, Nahum compares Nineveh to Thebes, an ancient city that was once great 
but was destroyed by the Assyrians. The passage suggests that the same fate awaits 
Nineveh, emphasizing that even powerful cities can fall when they are wicked and 
disobedient. 
Verses 14-17: The siege of Nineveh 
This section describes the coming siege of Nineveh, using vivid imagery to portray the 
city as under attack. The passage describes the sound of chariots, the clanging of swords,  
and the cries of the wounded, all of which symbolize the chaos and destruction that will 
come upon the city. 



Verses 18-19: The inevitability of Nineveh's destruction 
The chapter ends with Nahum declaring that Nineveh's destruction is inevitable, and there 
is no escape from the judgment that is coming. The passage describes the people of 
Nineveh as being like locusts, swarming and devouring everything in their path, but 
ultimately doomed to destruction. 
In summary, Nahum chapter 3 is a powerful description of the wickedness of Nineveh 
and its imminent destruction. The chapter emphasizes that even great cities can fall when 
they turn away from God and embrace sin and wickedness. The passage warns of the 
consequences of disobedience and reminds the reader that God's judgment is inevitable. 
 
Here are some important verses from Nahum chapter 3, along with brief explanations and 
their location in the chapter: 
Verse 1: "Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plunder—no end to the prey!" This 
verse pronounces a woe upon Nineveh for its violence, deceit, and greed. (Located in 
Nahum 3:1) 
Verse 4: "And all for the countless whorings of the prostitute, graceful and of deadly 
charms, who betrays nations with her whorings, and peoples with her charms." This verse 
uses the metaphor of a prostitute to describe Nineveh's unfaithfulness and deceit towards 
other nations. (Located in Nahum 3:4) 
Verse 5: "Behold, I am against you, declares the LORD of hosts, and will lift up your 
skirts over your face; and I will make nations look at your nakedness and kingdoms at 
your shame." This verse declares God's judgment against Nineveh and promises to 
expose its shame and humiliation to the nations. (Located in Nahum 3:5) 
Verse 18: "Your shepherds are asleep, O king of Assyria; your nobles slumber. Your 
people are scattered on the mountains with none to gather them." This verse describes the 
collapse of Nineveh's leadership and the scattering of its people. (Located in Nahum 
3:18) 
Verse 19: "There is no easing your hurt; your wound is grievous. All who hear the news 
about you clap their hands over you. For upon whom has not come your unceasing evil?" 
This verse laments Nineveh's suffering and suggests that its evil deeds have brought this 
punishment upon itself. (Located in Nahum 3:19) 
These verses continue to describe the judgment against Nineveh and emphasize its 
wickedness and corruption. They also suggest that God is just in his punishment and that 
the downfall of Nineveh was ultimately brought about by its own actions. 
 
 
 

 
Notes: 
 
some questions related to the book of Nahum that scholars and theologians may debate or 
find challenging to answer. Here are a few examples: 

1. Who was Nahum and when did he live? Although the book of Nahum identifies 
the author as "Nahum of Elkosh" (Nahum 1:1), there is little known about him 
outside of the book. Scholars debate when he lived, with some placing him in the 
7th century BCE and others in the 6th century BCE. 



2. What was the historical context for the book of Nahum? The book of Nahum 
focuses on the destruction of the Assyrian capital city of Nineveh. However, there 
is debate about the specific historical events that inspired the book, as well as how 
accurate the book's portrayal of those events may be. 

3. How should Christians interpret the violent and vengeful language in the book of 
Nahum? The book contains graphic descriptions of God's judgment against 
Nineveh, including references to "flashing swords" and "dead bodies" (Nahum 
3:3-4). Some Christians may struggle to reconcile this portrayal of God with their 
understanding of God as a loving and merciful God. 

 


