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Malachi

The Book of Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament in the Christian Bible, and it
is named after its author, a prophet named Malachi. The book consists of four chapters,
and it is written in the form of a series of questions and answers between God and the
people of Israel.
The book was likely written in the 5th century BC, after the Jewish people had returned
from exile in Babylon and had begun to rebuild their temple and their lives. Malachi's
message is one of warning and correction, as he confronts the people for their spiritual
apathy, their corrupt priests, and their lack of faithfulness to God.
Some of the key themes and messages of the book include:

e God's love for his people, despite their unfaithfulness

o The need for repentance and return to God

e The coming of a messenger who will prepare the way for the Lord

e The day of judgment and the promise of salvation for those who fear God
Overall, the Book of Malachi is a powerful reminder of the importance of faithfulness
and obedience to God, and it serves as a fitting conclusion to the Old Testament,
preparing the way for the coming of the Messiah.

Here's a brief description of each chapter in the Book of Malachi:

Chapter 1: In this chapter, Malachi begins by reminding the people of Israel of God's love
for them. He then confronts the priests for offering blemished and inferior sacrifices in
the temple, rather than giving their best to God. Malachi warns that if the priests do not
take their duties seriously, God will curse them.

Chapter 2: In this chapter, Malachi continues his criticism of the priests, accusing them of
teaching false doctrine and failing to live up to their responsibilities. He also speaks out
against the practice of marrying foreign women, which was seen as a violation of God's
commands.



Chapter 3: In this chapter, Malachi speaks of a messenger who will come to prepare the
way for the Lord. He also speaks of the coming judgment, when God will purify his
people and judge the wicked. Malachi urges the people to repent and return to God, and
he promises that those who do will be blessed.

Chapter 4: In this final chapter, Malachi speaks of the day of judgment, when the wicked
will be destroyed and the righteous will be saved. He also speaks of the return of the
prophet Elijah, who will reconcile families and turn the hearts of fathers to their children.
Malachi ends with a warning that God's judgment is near, and that the people should be
ready for it.

Overall, the Book of Malachi is a powerful message of warning and correction, urging
the people of Israel to repent and return to God. It is also a message of hope, promising
that God will ultimately bless and save those who are faithful to him.

The book of Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament in the Christian Bible, and it
contains four chapters. Here is a full description of chapter 1:

Chapter 1 of Malachi begins with a declaration that it is the word of the Lord that came to
Malachi. The Lord declares His love for Israel and rebukes them for not showing Him the
honor and respect that He deserves as their God.

The Lord then accuses the priests of Israel of despising His name by offering blemished
and sick animals as sacrifices in the temple. The Lord reminds the priests that they should
be offering the best of their flocks and herds as sacrifices to Him.

The Lord then goes on to say that He will not accept the priests' offerings and that He
will curse them for their disobedience. The Lord warns that He will spread their dung on
their faces, indicating that He will bring shame upon them.

The chapter concludes with the Lord challenging the priests to offer a blind or lame
animal as a sacrifice to their governor and see if he will accept it. The Lord uses this as an
example to demonstrate how foolish it is for the priests to offer blemished animals to
Him when they wouldn't offer such animals to a human governor.

In summary, chapter 1 of Malachi focuses on the priests' failure to honor and respect God
by offering blemished animals as sacrifices in the temple. The Lord declares that He will
not accept such offerings and warns the priests of the consequences of their disobedience.
The chapter ends with the Lord challenging the priests to consider their actions and
offering them a simple test of their own logic.

Here are some important verses from chapter 1 of Malachi, along with a brief explanation
of each and their location within the chapter:

Verse 2: "I have loved you," says the Lord. "But you ask, 'How have you loved us?"

This verse highlights the theme of the book, which is the love of God for His people,
even in the midst of their disobedience and rebellion. The people are questioning God's
love, and God responds by reminding them that He has always loved them.

Location: Malachi 1:2

Verse 6: "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the
honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?" says the Lord Almighty.



This verse speaks to the lack of honor and respect that the people are showing God. They
are neglecting their duties as His children and servants, and God is reminding them of
their responsibility to honor and respect Him.

Location: Malachi 1:6

Verse 11: "My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where
it sets. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because my name
will be great among the nations," says the Lord Almighty.

This verse speaks to God's ultimate plan for His people and the world. He desires to be
worshiped and honored by all nations, and He will be exalted as His name is proclaimed
throughout the earth.

Location: Malachi 1:11

Verse 14: "Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give
it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For [ am a great king," says the
Lord Almighty, "and my name is to be feared among the nations."

This verse speaks to the importance of offering God our best and not holding back in our
worship and devotion. God expects our offerings to be pure and undefiled, and He will
not accept anything less than our best.

Location: Malachi 1:14

Here is a full description of chapter 2 of Malachi:

Chapter 2 of Malachi begins with the Lord addressing the priests once again, rebuking
them for their disobedience and warning them of the consequences of their actions. The
Lord reminds the priests that they have a responsibility to honor and glorify Him, and that
they are failing in this duty by offering blemished animals as sacrifices.

The Lord then goes on to address the people of Israel, condemning them for their
unfaithfulness and their willingness to break the covenant that they made with Him. The
Lord reminds the people that they are a holy nation and that they should live in a way that
reflects this status.

The Lord then turns His attention back to the priests, accusing them of teaching false
doctrine and leading the people astray. The Lord warns the priests that if they do not
repent and change their ways, they will be held accountable for the sins of the people
they have misled.

The chapter then takes a darker turn as the Lord addresses the issue of divorce. The Lord
declares that He hates divorce and that those who divorce their wives without cause are
guilty of treachery. The Lord reminds the people that marriage is a sacred covenant, and
that those who break this covenant will face judgment.

The chapter concludes with the Lord once again calling on the people to repent and return
to Him. The Lord promises to bless those who do so, and to show mercy to those who
fear His name.

In summary, chapter 2 of Malachi focuses on the priests' failure to honor God and teach
the people the truth. The chapter also addresses the issue of divorce and the importance of
marriage as a sacred covenant. The Lord calls on the people to repent and return to Him,
promising to bless those who do so.



Here are some important verses from chapter 2 of Malachi, along with a brief explanation
of each and their location within the chapter:

Verse 5: "My covenant was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to
him; this called for reverence and he revered me and stood in awe of my name."

This verse speaks to the importance of reverence for God and His covenant with His
people. The people are reminded that their covenant with God is one of life and peace,
and it should be revered and respected.

Location: Malachi 2:5

Verse 7: "For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, because he is the
messenger of the Lord Almighty and people seek instruction from his mouth."

This verse highlights the role of the priest as a messenger of God and the importance of
knowledge and instruction. The people look to the priest for guidance and wisdom, and
the priest has a responsibility to preserve and share God's knowledge.

Location: Malachi 2:7

Verse 10: "Do we not all have one Father? Did not one God create us? Why do we
profane the covenant of our ancestors by being unfaithful to one another?"

This verse speaks to the importance of unity and faithfulness within the community of
God's people. The people are reminded that they are all children of the same Father and
have been created by the same God, and they should honor their covenant with each other
and with God.

Location: Malachi 2:10

Verse 16: "The man who hates and divorces his wife," says the Lord, the God of Israel,
"does violence to the one he should protect," says the Lord Almighty. So be on your
guard, and do not be unfaithful."

This verse speaks to the importance of faithfulness and commitment within marriage.
God hates divorce and views it as a form of violence against the spouse who should be
protected and cared for.

Location: Malachi 2:16

Here is a full description of chapter 3 of Malachi:

Chapter 3 of Malachi begins with the Lord declaring that He will send His messenger to
prepare the way before Him. The messenger is identified as John the Baptist in the New
Testament, who came to prepare the way for Jesus Christ.

The Lord then goes on to say that He will come suddenly to His temple, and that the
messenger will prepare the way for His coming. The Lord warns that He will purify the
sons of Levi, the priestly tribe, and refine them like gold and silver.

The Lord then accuses the people of robbing Him by withholding their tithes and
offerings. The Lord challenges the people to bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so
that there may be food in His house. The Lord promises to open the windows of heaven
and pour out a blessing so great that there will not be room enough to receive it.

The Lord then declares that He will rebuke the devourer for the sake of those who bring
the tithe, and that He will not let the fruits of their labor be destroyed by pests or disease.
The chapter then turns to the issue of those who speak against the Lord. The Lord
declares that He has heard those who have spoken against Him, and that He will record



their names in His book of remembrance. The Lord promises that He will spare those
who fear Him and distinguish between the righteous and the wicked.

The chapter concludes with the Lord once again calling on the people to return to Him
and repent of their sins. The Lord promises that He will draw near to those who do so and
that He will heal their land.

In summary, chapter 3 of Malachi focuses on the Lord's coming and the purification of
the priests. The chapter also addresses the issue of tithes and offerings, and the Lord's
promise to bless those who bring their full tithe into the storehouse. The Lord promises to
rebuke the devourer and distinguish between the righteous and the wicked. The chapter
concludes with the Lord calling on the people to return to Him and repent of their sins.

Here are some important verses from chapter 3 of Malachi, along with a brief explanation
of each and their location within the chapter:

Verse 1: "I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom
you desire, will come," says the Lord Almighty.

This verse prophesies the coming of John the Baptist, who will prepare the way for the
coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. The people are reminded of God's promise to send a
messenger who will prepare the way for their Savior.

Location: Malachi 3:1

Verse 3: "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and
refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in
righteousness."

This verse speaks to the process of purification and refinement that God's people must
undergo to become righteous before Him. The people are compared to silver that needs to
be refined, and the process will make them pure and ready to offer offerings in
righteousness.

Location: Malachi 3:3

Verse 6: "I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed."
This verse speaks to the unchanging nature of God and His faithfulness to His people.
Despite their sins and shortcomings, God has not destroyed them because of His steadfast
love and mercy.

Location: Malachi 3:6

Verse 10: "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it."
This verse speaks to the importance of tithing and trusting in God's provision. The people
are encouraged to bring their tithes into the storehouse, and God promises to bless them
abundantly if they do so.

Location: Malachi 3:10

Here is a full description of chapter 4 of Malachi:

Chapter 4 of Malachi begins with the Lord declaring that a day is coming when the
arrogant and evildoers will be consumed like stubble. The Lord promises that a day is
coming when the righteous will be vindicated and the wicked will be punished.



The Lord then goes on to say that He will send Elijah the prophet before the great and
terrible day of the Lord. This prophecy is interpreted by Christians as a reference to the
coming of John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus Christ.

The chapter then describes the coming of the Lord, who will be like the sun of
righteousness, rising with healing in its wings. The Lord promises that those who fear His
name will go forth and grow up like calves released from their stalls.

The chapter concludes with the Lord warning the people to remember the law of Moses
and the statutes and rules that he commanded. The Lord promises that if they do so, He
will send Elijah the prophet to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts
of the children to their fathers, lest He come and strike the land with a decree of utter
destruction.

In summary, chapter 4 of Malachi focuses on the coming of the Lord and the prophecy of
Elijah the prophet. The chapter also calls on the people to remember the law of Moses
and the commandments of the Lord. The Lord promises to send Elijah the prophet to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to their fathers. The
chapter concludes with a warning of the consequences of disobedience.

Here are some important verses from chapter 4 of Malachi, along with a brief explanation
of each and their location within the chapter:

Verse 2: "But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with
healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves."

This verse speaks to the future hope of the righteous, who will be blessed with healing
and joy. They are likened to calves that have been well-fed and are free to frolic and play.
Location: Malachi 4:2

Verse 5: "See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of
the Lord comes."

This verse prophesies the coming of the prophet Elijah, who will prepare the way for the
coming of the Messiah. This is a promise of hope for the people, who are reminded that
God is faithful to His promises.

Location: Malachi 4:5

Verse 6: "He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the
children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction."
This verse speaks to the importance of family relationships and the need for
reconciliation. The coming of Elijah will bring about a change of heart in families, and
this will help to avoid the total destruction that would otherwise come upon the land.
Location: Malachi 4:6

Notes:

The book of Malachi does not contain any explicit unanswered questions, but it does
raise some challenging theological questions that are still debated by scholars and
theologians today. Some of these questions include:
1. The nature of God's love and election: In Malachi 1:2-3, God says, "I have loved
you," but the people question whether God's love is truly unconditional. This



raises the question of whether God's love is based on His own free choice or on
the merit of the people.

2. The role of suffering: Malachi 3:2-3 speaks of the coming of a "refiner's fire" to
purify the people. This raises the question of why God allows suffering and how it
can be understood as a means of spiritual purification.

3. The relationship between faith and works: Malachi 3:16-18 describes the faithful
remnant who fear the Lord and meditate on His name, but also do good deeds.
This raises the question of whether faith alone is sufficient for salvation, or
whether good works are also necessary.

These are just a few examples of some of the challenging theological questions raised by
the book of Malachi. While there may not be definitive answers to these questions, they
continue to be the subject of study and discussion among believers and scholars alike.



