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The Book of Joshua 

The Book of Joshua is the sixth book of the Old Testament and tells the story of how the 
Israelites entered and conquered the Promised Land of Canaan. The book is named after 
Joshua, who was Moses' assistant and became the leader of the Israelites as they entered 
Canaan. 
The book is divided into two main parts: the Israelites' entry into Canaan and the 
conquest of Canaan. The first part describes how God stopped the flow of the Jordan 
River, allowing the Israelites to cross on dry land. It also tells the story of the fall of 
Jericho, a city that God helped the Israelites conquer in a miraculous way. 
The second part of the book describes how the Israelites conquered various other cities 
and regions in Canaan. It includes stories of battles and conquests, as well as the 
allocation of land to the twelve tribes of Israel. The book ends with Joshua's farewell 
address and death, as well as a reminder of God's faithfulness in fulfilling his promises to 
the Israelites. 
Overall, the Book of Joshua emphasizes the importance of trusting in God and following 
his commands. It also highlights the consequences of disobedience and the importance of 
staying faithful to God's covenant. The book is considered an important part of the 
history of the Israelites and is also significant in Christian theology as it foreshadows the 
coming of Jesus Christ as a conqueror and savior. 
 
here is a brief summary of each chapter in the Book of Joshua in the Christian Bible: 
Chapter 1: God commissions Joshua to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land and 
encourages him to be strong and courageous. Joshua prepares the people for the journey. 
Chapter 2: Joshua sends two spies to the city of Jericho, where they meet a prostitute 
named Rahab who helps them escape. Rahab tells the spies that the people of Jericho are 
afraid of the Israelites because they have heard about their God. 
Chapter 3: The Israelites cross the Jordan River on dry land, and God tells Joshua to have 
twelve stones taken from the riverbed as a memorial of the crossing. 
Chapter 4: The twelve stones are set up as a memorial at Gilgal, and the people are 
reminded of God's power and faithfulness. 



Chapter 5: The Israelites are circumcised and observe the Passover in preparation for the 
conquest of Canaan. Joshua meets a figure who identifies himself as the commander of 
the Lord's army. 
Chapter 6: The Israelites conquer the city of Jericho, following God's instructions to 
march around the city and blow trumpets. 
Chapter 7: The Israelites are defeated at the city of Ai because of the sin of one of their 
own, Achan. Achan confesses his sin and is stoned to death. 
Chapter 8: The Israelites conquer the city of Ai, following God's instructions to set an 
ambush. 
Chapter 9: The people of Gibeon trick the Israelites into making a treaty with them, and 
Joshua spares their lives. 
Chapter 10: The Israelites conquer several cities, including Jerusalem, Hebron, and Debir. 
God causes the sun and moon to stand still to give them extra time to finish the battle. 
Chapter 11: The Israelites continue to conquer the northern kingdoms of Canaan, 
including Hazor. 
Chapter 12: A list of the kings defeated by the Israelites is given. 
Chapter 13: Joshua is told that there are still many areas in Canaan that have not yet been 
conquered, and he is instructed to divide the land among the tribes of Israel. 
Chapter 14: Caleb, one of the original spies sent to Canaan, is given the city of Hebron as 
his inheritance. 
Chapter 15-19: The land is divided among the tribes of Israel, and the cities within their 
territories are listed. 
Chapter 20: Six cities of refuge are designated for those who accidentally commit murder. 
Chapter 21: The Levites are given cities throughout the territories of the other tribes. 
Chapter 22: The tribes on the east side of the Jordan return to their land, and there is a 
misunderstanding between them and the other tribes, which is resolved peacefully. 
Chapter 23: Joshua gives a farewell address to the Israelites, warning them to remain 
faithful to God and obey his commands. 
Chapter 24: Joshua calls the people to renew their covenant with God and recounts the 
history of their relationship with him. The book ends with Joshua's death and burial. 
 
 
Chapter 1 begins with the Lord speaking to Joshua, the new leader of the Israelites, after 
the death of Moses. The Lord tells Joshua to lead the people of Israel into the land that He 
has promised them and reassures him that He will be with him every step of the way. 
God also tells Joshua to be strong and courageous and to meditate on His laws day and 
night so that he may be successful in his endeavors. Joshua then prepares the people for 
their journey by instructing them to prepare provisions for the journey and to follow him 
into the land that God has promised. 
He also sends out two spies to gather information about the land, particularly the city of 
Jericho. The spies are hidden by a prostitute named Rahab who tells them that the people 
of the land are afraid of the Israelites because they have heard of the great things that God 
has done for them. 
The chapter ends with Joshua giving orders to the people to prepare to cross the Jordan 
River and to follow the ark of the covenant, which represents the presence of God, as 
they go into the land that God has promised them. 



 
Joshua chapter 1 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land 
I swore to their ancestors to give them." (Joshua 1:6) 

2. "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." 
(Joshua 1:9) 

3. "Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful." (Joshua 1:8) 

4. "Remember the command that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you after he 
said, ‘The Lord your God will give you rest by giving you this land.’" (Joshua 
1:13) 

5. "But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this 
people across and will cause them to inherit the land that you will see." (Joshua 
1:18) 

These verses contain important messages about leadership, courage, faith, obedience to 
God's commands, and the importance of God's presence in our lives 
 

 
Chapter 2 begins with Joshua sending two spies to scout out the city of Jericho. The spies 
arrive and go to the house of a prostitute named Rahab, whom they had previously met in 
chapter 1. Rahab hides the spies and helps them to escape by lowering them down from 
her window with a rope. 
Before they leave, Rahab reveals her belief in the power of the Israelite God, Yahweh, 
and requests that the spies spare her and her family when they conquer the city. The spies 
agree to Rahab's request and tell her to hang a scarlet cord from her window so that they 
will know to spare her when they come to take the city. 
The spies then return to Joshua and report their findings, telling him that the people of 
Jericho are afraid of the Israelites and that God has given them the land. Joshua then 
leads the Israelites across the Jordan River and sets up camp near Jericho, preparing to 
take the city as God has instructed them to do. 
Chapter 2 shows the faith of Rahab, a woman from a city that was to be destroyed, in the 
God of Israel. It also highlights the importance of strategic planning and preparation in 
the success of the Israelites' mission to conquer the land that God had promised them. 
 
Joshua chapter 2 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. 'Go, look over the 
land,' he said, 'especially Jericho.'" (Joshua 2:1) 

2. "Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my 
family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign" (Joshua 2:12) 

3. "The Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below." (Joshua 
2:11) 



4. "Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof and said to them, 
'I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has 
fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of 
you.'" (Joshua 2:8-9) 

5. "And Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to 
her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives 
among the Israelites to this day." (Joshua 6:25) 

These verses contain important messages about courage, faith, obedience to God, 
kindness, and God's power and sovereignty. They also highlight the importance of 
seeking God's guidance and protection, even in dangerous situations, and the rewards of 
obeying Him. 
 
 
Chapter 3 begins with the Israelites camped on the eastern side of the Jordan River, 
preparing to cross over into the land that God had promised them. Joshua tells the people 
to consecrate themselves, or make themselves clean and holy, because they are about to 
see the power of God. 
As the people begin to move towards the river, the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant go ahead of them and step into the river. As soon as their feet touch the water, 
the river stops flowing, and the water piles up in a heap, allowing the people to cross over 
on dry land. 
God instructs Joshua to have one man from each tribe pick up a stone from the middle of 
the river and carry it on their shoulders as a memorial of this miraculous event. These 
stones are to be a reminder to future generations of God's power and faithfulness to His 
promises. 
After the people have crossed over, God tells Joshua to have the priests carrying the ark 
of the covenant come out of the riverbed, and as soon as they do, the water begins to flow 
again. The Israelites then set up camp at a place called Gilgal, which would serve as their 
base of operations for their conquest of the land. 
Chapter 3 demonstrates the power of God and His faithfulness to His promises, as well as 
the importance of obedience and consecration in the Israelites' journey to possess the 
land. It also highlights the significance of memorials in remembering and passing down 
the stories of God's faithfulness to future generations. 
 
Joshua chapter 3 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical 
priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it." (Joshua 
3:3) 

2. "Joshua told the people, 'Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do 
amazing things among you.'" (Joshua 3:5) 

3. "Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. And 
as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth—set 
foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a 
heap." (Joshua 3:12-13) 



4. "So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark 
of the covenant went ahead of them." (Joshua 3:14) 

5. "And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the 
Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before." (Joshua 4:18) 

These verses contain important messages about obedience, faith, and trust in God's power 
and provision. They also highlight the importance of consecrating oneself and seeking 
God's guidance before embarking on a new journey or endeavor. The miraculous crossing 
of the Jordan River emphasizes God's faithfulness and His ability to do the impossible, 
even in the face of seemingly insurmountable obstacles. 
 
 
Chapter 4 begins with the Israelites still camped at Gilgal, on the western side of the 
Jordan River. God instructs Joshua to have twelve men, one from each tribe, pick up a 
stone from the spot where the priests were standing with the ark of the covenant in the 
middle of the Jordan River and carry them to the other side as a memorial. 
Joshua commands the people to listen to the priests carrying the ark of the covenant and 
to stay back from the ark as they pass by. The twelve men then pick up the stones and 
carry them across the river, where they are set up as a memorial at Gilgal. 
The chapter emphasizes the importance of the stones as a reminder of God's faithfulness 
and power, and the Israelites are instructed to tell future generations about what God has 
done for them. The chapter concludes with a statement about Joshua's leadership and how 
the people began to fear and respect him as they had respected Moses before him. 
Chapter 4 emphasizes the importance of memorials as a way to remember and pass on the 
stories of God's faithfulness to future generations. It also shows how Joshua's leadership 
was recognized and respected by the Israelites, and how he was seen as a worthy 
successor to Moses. 
 
Joshua chapter 4 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, 
one from each tribe, and said to them, 'Go over before the ark of the Lord your 
God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his 
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve as a sign 
among you.'" (Joshua 4:4-5) 

2. "He said to the Israelites, 'In the future when your descendants ask their parents, 
"What do these stones mean?" tell them, "Israel crossed the Jordan on dry 
ground."' For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had 
crossed over. The Lord your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red 
Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over." (Joshua 4:21-23) 

3. "So Joshua commanded the priests, 'Come up out of the Jordan.' And the priests 
came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord. No sooner 
had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned to 
their place and ran at flood stage as before." (Joshua 4:16-18) 

4. "On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they revered 
him all the days of his life, just as they had revered Moses." (Joshua 4:14) 



5. "He said to them, 'Cross over before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle 
of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve as a memorial for the future. In the 
days to come, when your children ask their fathers, "What do these stones mean?" 
tell them, "Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground."'" (Joshua 4:7) 

These verses emphasize the importance of remembering God's faithfulness and provision, 
and passing on stories of His miracles to future generations. The stones taken from the 
Jordan River served as a visual reminder of God's power and the miraculous crossing of 
the river. The exaltation of Joshua demonstrates the importance of strong leadership and 
the role of faith in God's plan. 
 

 
Chapter 5 begins with the Israelites at Gilgal, where they set up the twelve stones as a 
memorial to God's faithfulness in parting the Jordan River for them. While they are there, 
all the men who were born in the wilderness are circumcised, as they had not been 
circumcised during their forty years of wandering. 
After the circumcision, the Israelites celebrate the Passover, which had not been observed 
since leaving Egypt. The chapter emphasizes that the manna, which had sustained the 
Israelites in the wilderness, ceased to appear after they had eaten the produce of the land 
of Canaan. 
During the celebration of the Passover, Joshua encounters the commander of the army of 
the Lord, who tells him to take off his sandals because he is standing on holy ground. The 
commander then assures Joshua that he is on the side of the Israelites in their conquest of 
the land. 
Chapter 5 shows the Israelites' commitment to obeying God's laws, including 
circumcision and the observance of the Passover. It also emphasizes the importance of 
recognizing and respecting the holiness of God, as demonstrated by Joshua's encounter 
with the commander of the army of the Lord. 
 
Joshua chapter 5 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings 
along the coast heard how the Lord had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites 
until they had crossed over, their hearts melted in fear and they no longer had the 
courage to face the Israelites." (Joshua 5:1) 

2. "At that time the Lord said to Joshua, 'Make flint knives and circumcise the 
Israelites again.'" (Joshua 5:2) 

3. "So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth." 
(Joshua 5:3) 

4. "And the Lord said to Joshua, 'Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 
from you.'" (Joshua 5:9) 

5. "The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no 
longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan." 
(Joshua 5:12) 

These verses highlight the importance of obedience to God's commands, even when they 
may be difficult or uncomfortable. The circumcision of the Israelites was a sign of their 



covenant relationship with God and a symbol of their separation from the surrounding 
pagan nations. The stopping of the manna and the beginning of the Israelites eating the 
produce of the land signify a new chapter in their history and God's faithfulness to 
provide for them in a new way. The fear of the surrounding nations demonstrates the 
power of God's miracles to inspire reverence and awe. 

 

 
Chapter 6 tells the story of the fall of Jericho, one of the major cities of Canaan that the 
Israelites needed to conquer in order to possess the land. God gives Joshua specific 
instructions for how to capture the city: the Israelites are to march around the city once a 
day for six days, and on the seventh day, they are to march around the city seven times. 
After the seventh lap on the seventh day, the priests are to blow their trumpets, and the 
people are to shout. 
The Israelites follow God's instructions exactly, and on the seventh day, when they shout, 
the walls of Jericho collapse, allowing the Israelites to enter the city and conquer it. The 
Israelites are commanded by God to destroy everything in the city, but Rahab, a prostitute 
who had helped the Israelite spies, and her family are spared. 
Chapter 6 emphasizes the power of God and His faithfulness to His promises. The story 
also demonstrates the importance of following God's instructions exactly, even when they 
seem unconventional or unlikely to succeed. The sparing of Rahab and her family 
highlights the idea that God's mercy extends even to those who are not Israelites, and that 
anyone who trusts in God can be saved. 
 
Joshua chapter 6 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and 
no one came in." (Joshua 6:1) 

2. "Then the Lord said to Joshua, 'See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, 
along with its king and its fighting men. March around the city once with all the 
armed men. Do this for six days.'" (Joshua 6:2-3) 

3. "So the ark of the Lord circled the city, going once around it. Then the people 
returned to camp and spent the night there." (Joshua 6:7) 

4. "On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven 
times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven 
times. The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, 
Joshua commanded the army, 'Shout! For the Lord has given you the city!'" 
(Joshua 6:15-16) 

5. "But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to 
her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives 
among the Israelites to this day." (Joshua 6:25) 

These verses demonstrate the power of God to bring about victory in unexpected ways, 
and the importance of following His commands even if they seem unusual or illogical. 
The conquest of Jericho was a significant event in Israel's history, demonstrating God's 
faithfulness to His people and His power to accomplish His purposes. The sparing of 



Rahab and her family highlights the importance of faith and repentance, even for those 
who may not seem worthy or deserving. 
 

 
Chapter 7 tells the story of the Israelites' defeat at Ai, a smaller city that they had planned 
to conquer after their victory at Jericho. The Israelites send a small force to take Ai, but 
they are defeated by the people of the city, who kill thirty-six Israelite soldiers. 
Joshua is devastated by the defeat and wonders why God has abandoned them. God 
reveals to Joshua that one of the Israelites, Achan, has stolen forbidden items from 
Jericho and hidden them in his tent. This act of disobedience has caused God to withdraw 
His protection from the Israelites. 
Achan confesses his sin, and he, along with his family and possessions, is stoned to 
death. After this, the Israelites are able to defeat the people of Ai and conquer the city. 
Chapter 7 emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's laws and the consequences 
of disobedience. The story also highlights the idea that the actions of one person can 
affect the entire community, and that God holds the entire community accountable for the 
sins of its members. 
 
Joshua chapter 7 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of 
Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of 
them. So the Lord’s anger burned against Israel." (Joshua 7:1) 

2. "Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of 
the Lord, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and 
sprinkled dust on their heads." (Joshua 7:6) 

3. "The Lord said to Joshua, 'Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 
Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to 
keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have 
lied, they have put them with their own possessions.'" (Joshua 7:10-11) 

4. "Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was 
chosen. The clans of Judah came forward, and the Zerahites were chosen. He had 
the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was chosen. Joshua 
had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Karmi, the son of 
Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was chosen." (Joshua 7:16-18) 

5. "Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the 
robe, the gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent 
and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. Joshua said, 'Why have you brought 
this trouble on us? The Lord will bring trouble on you today.' Then all Israel 
stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them." (Joshua 7:24-
25) 

These verses demonstrate the importance of obedience and faithfulness to God's 
commands, and the consequences of disobedience. The sin of Achan and the resulting 
defeat at Ai emphasize the importance of holiness and consecration in God's people, and 
the need for confession and repentance when sin is committed. The punishment of Achan 



and his family highlights the severity of sin and the importance of individual 
responsibility in the community of faith. 
 

 
Chapter 8 tells the story of the Israelites' victory over Ai, the city that had defeated them 
in the previous chapter. This time, God gives Joshua a specific plan for how to take the 
city. The Israelites are to set an ambush and pretend to flee, drawing the people of Ai out 
of the city. Then, a second group of Israelites is to attack the city from behind. 
The plan works perfectly, and the Israelites are able to capture the city and destroy it. The 
people of Ai are all killed, and the city is left in ruins. 
After their victory at Ai, the Israelites gather at Mount Ebal, where they offer sacrifices 
and renew their commitment to follow God's laws. They also read the blessings and 
curses that God had commanded Moses to write on stones, reminding them of the 
consequences of disobedience. 
Chapter 8 emphasizes the importance of following God's plans and the idea that victory 
comes from God, not from military might. The chapter also emphasizes the importance of 
renewing one's commitment to following God's laws, and the consequences of 
disobedience. 
 
 
Joshua chapter 8 contains several important verses in the Christian Bible. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. "Then the Lord said to Joshua, 'Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the 
whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your 
hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land.'" (Joshua 8:1) 

2. "So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to 
this day. He impaled the body of the king of Ai on a pole and left it there until 
evening. At sunset, Joshua ordered them to take the body from the pole and throw 
it down at the entrance of the city gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over 
it, which remains to this day." (Joshua 8:28-29) 

3. "Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, as 
Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded the Israelites. He built it according 
to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses—an altar of uncut stones, on 
which no iron tool had been used." (Joshua 8:30-31) 

4. "There, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua wrote on stones a copy of the law 
of Moses. All the Israelites, with their elders, officials and judges, were standing 
on both sides of the ark of the covenant of the Lord, facing the Levitical priests 
who carried it. Both the foreigners living among them and the native-born were 
there. Half of the people stood in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front 
of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the Lord had formerly commanded when 
he gave instructions to bless the people of Israel." (Joshua 8:32-34) 

These verses demonstrate the power of God to bring about victory in battle, and the 
importance of obedience to His commands. The destruction of Ai and the punishment of 
its king emphasize the severity of sin and its consequences. The construction of the altar 
on Mount Ebal and the copying of the law of Moses on stones highlights the importance 
of the written Word of God and its role in the life of the Israelites. The unity of the 



people, both native-born and foreigners, in the presence of the Lord underscores the 
inclusive nature of God's covenant and His desire for all people to be part of His people. 
 

 
Chapter 9 tells the story of the Gibeonites, a group of people who lived near the Israelites 
and feared for their lives because they had heard about the Israelites' victories over other 
cities. Instead of fighting the Israelites, the Gibeonites decide to deceive them. They dress 
in worn-out clothes and carry old provisions, pretending to come from a far-off land and 
asking for a treaty of peace with the Israelites. 
Joshua and the Israelites are deceived by the Gibeonites' trickery and make a treaty of 
peace with them, not realizing that they are their neighbors. Three days later, the 
Israelites learn that the Gibeonites are actually nearby, and they are angry at being 
deceived. However, Joshua and the Israelite leaders honor their treaty and allow the 
Gibeonites to live among them as servants. 
Chapter 9 emphasizes the importance of being cautious and discerning when making 
alliances and the consequences of not seeking God's guidance. The story also highlights 
the idea that even when we make mistakes, we must honor our commitments and keep 
our promises. Finally, the story shows that God can bring good out of even a bad 
situation, as the Gibeonites become servants of the Israelites and later play an important 
role in the history of Israel. 
 
Joshua chapter 9 tells the story of the Gibeonite deception, where the inhabitants of the 
nearby city of Gibeon trick the Israelites into making a treaty with them. Here are some 
important verses from this chapter in the Christian Bible: 

1. "However, when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and 
Ai, they resorted to a ruse: They went as a delegation whose donkeys were loaded 
with worn-out sacks and old wineskins, cracked and mended." (Joshua 9:3-4) 

2. "Then the Israelites sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord. So 
Joshua made a treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the 
assembly ratified it by oath." (Joshua 9:14-15) 

3. "Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard 
that they were neighbors, living near them. So the Israelites set out and on the 
third day came to their cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim." 
(Joshua 9:16-17) 

4. "But all the leaders answered, 'We have given them our oath by the Lord, the God 
of Israel, and we cannot touch them now. This is what we will do to them: We will 
let them live, so that God's wrath will not fall on us for breaking the oath we 
swore to them.'" (Joshua 9:19-20) 

These verses highlight the importance of seeking guidance from the Lord before making 
important decisions, as the Israelites did not inquire of Him before making a treaty with 
the Gibeonites. The Gibeonites' deception shows the danger of trusting in appearances 
and human wisdom instead of seeking the Lord's guidance. The Israelites' commitment to 
honor their oath, even though it was made under false pretenses, demonstrates the 
importance of keeping one's word and the severity of breaking an oath made in the Lord's 
name. 
 



 
 
Chapter 10 tells the story of the Israelites' battles against the five Amorite kings who had 
formed an alliance to attack Gibeon. When the Gibeonites ask for help, Joshua leads the 
Israelites into battle, and God gives them a great victory. The Israelites chase the fleeing 
Amorites and God sends a hailstorm to kill more of them than the sword of the Israelites. 
As the day draws to a close, Joshua prays to God to make the sun and moon stand still, so 
that the Israelites can finish their victory over the Amorites. God answers Joshua's prayer, 
and the sun and moon stop in the sky, giving the Israelites the time they need to complete 
their conquest. 
After the victory over the Amorites, the Israelites conquer several other cities in the area, 
including Jerusalem, which they capture and burn. The chapter ends with a list of the 
cities that the Israelites conquered during their campaign in the Promised Land. 
Chapter 10 emphasizes the power of God and the importance of prayer. The story shows 
that God can intervene in the affairs of humans and that He can perform miracles. It also 
emphasizes the importance of being obedient to God's commands, and the consequences 
of disobedience. Finally, the chapter shows that the Israelites were able to accomplish 
great things when they relied on God's power and guidance. 
 
Joshua chapter 10 tells the story of Joshua's conquest of the southern kings of Canaan, 
including the famous account of the sun standing still. Here are some important verses 
from this chapter in the Christian Bible: 

1. "The Lord said to Joshua, 'Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your 
hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you.'" (Joshua 10:8) 

2. "On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord in 
the presence of Israel: 'Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the 
Valley of Aijalon.'" (Joshua 10:12) 

3. "The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full 
day. There has never been a day like it before or since, a day when the Lord 
listened to a human being. Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel!" (Joshua 
10:13-14) 

4. "Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp at Gilgal." (Joshua 10:43) 
These verses demonstrate the power of the Lord to deliver His people and intervene in 
the natural world to accomplish His purposes. Joshua's faith and obedience to the Lord's 
command enabled him to lead the Israelites to a miraculous victory over their enemies. 
The account of the sun standing still is a remarkable example of the Lord's sovereignty 
over all creation and His willingness to listen to the prayers of His people. The chapter 
also shows the importance of following through on the Lord's commands and trusting in 
His provision and protection. 
 

 
Chapter 11 tells the story of the Israelites' final conquest of the northern Canaanite 
kingdoms under the leadership of Joshua. The chapter describes how the kings of these 
kingdoms came together to form a coalition against the Israelites, but they were defeated 
in a series of battles. 



Joshua leads the Israelites in battle against the Canaanite armies and defeats them with 
the help of God. He captures their cities and destroys their armies. The Israelites take 
control of the entire region from the hill country of Lebanon to the valley of the Arnon 
River. 
The chapter emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commands and the power 
of God to help His people achieve victory. It also shows that God fulfilled His promise to 
give the Israelites the land of Canaan. The chapter concludes with a summary of the 
conquest of Canaan and the distribution of the land among the tribes of Israel. 
Chapter 11 highlights the themes of faithfulness, obedience, and God's faithfulness to His 
promises. It also emphasizes the importance of relying on God's strength and power 
rather than human strength in achieving success. 
 
Joshua chapter 11 describes the final conquest of the northern kings of Canaan by Joshua 
and the Israelites. Here are some important verses from this chapter in the Christian 
Bible: 

1. "When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he sent word to Jobab king of Madon, to 
the kings of Shimron and Akshaph, and to the northern kings who were in the 
mountains, in the Arabah south of Kinnereth, in the western foothills and in 
Naphoth Dor on the west." (Joshua 11:1-2) 

2. "The Lord said to Joshua, 'Do not be afraid of them, because by this time 
tomorrow I will hand all of them, slain, over to Israel. You are to hamstring their 
horses and burn their chariots.'" (Joshua 11:6) 

3. "So Joshua took this entire land: the hill country, all the Negev, the whole region 
of Goshen, the western foothills, the Arabah and the mountains of Israel with their 
foothills." (Joshua 11:16) 

4. "So Joshua subdued the whole region, including the hill country, the Negev, the 
western foothills and the mountain slopes, together with all their kings. He left no 
survivors. He totally destroyed all who breathed, just as the Lord, the God of 
Israel, had commanded." (Joshua 11:21-22) 

These verses demonstrate the Lord's faithfulness to His promise to give the Israelites 
victory over their enemies, as well as the importance of obedience to His commands. The 
Lord's instruction to hamstring the horses and burn the chariots shows His desire for the 
Israelites to rely on Him rather than military might or the spoils of war. The chapter also 
highlights Joshua's leadership and the extent of the Israelites' conquest, with Joshua 
taking "this entire land" and leaving "no survivors". This conquest fulfilled the Lord's 
promise to Abraham to give his descendants the land of Canaan. 
 

 
Chapter 12 provides a list of the kings and kingdoms that the Israelites conquered under 
the leadership of Moses and Joshua. The list includes two kings on the east side of the 
Jordan River, which Moses conquered, and 31 kings on the west side of the Jordan River, 
which Joshua conquered. 
The chapter emphasizes the completeness of the Israelites' conquest of the Promised 
Land and highlights the faithfulness of God to His promise to give the land to the 
Israelites. It also serves as a reminder of the power of God to help His people achieve 
victory and fulfill His promises. 



Chapter 12 reinforces the themes of obedience and faithfulness, as well as the importance 
of remembering and celebrating God's faithfulness in our lives. 
 
Joshua chapter 12 lists the kings that the Israelites defeated and conquered on both the 
east and west sides of the Jordan River. Here are some important verses from this chapter 
in the Christian Bible: 

1. "These are the kings of the land whom the Israelites had defeated and whose 
territory they took over east of the Jordan, from the Arnon Gorge to Mount 
Hermon, including all the eastern side of the Arabah." (Joshua 12:1) 

2. "So Joshua took the entire land, just as the Lord had directed Moses, and he gave 
it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had 
rest from war." (Joshua 12:7-8) 

These verses emphasize the completeness of the Israelites' conquest and the fulfillment of 
the Lord's promise to give them the land. The chapter serves as a summary of the battles 
and victories that the Israelites achieved, and it emphasizes Joshua's role as the leader of 
the people who followed the Lord's guidance. The phrase "the land had rest from war" 
marks a significant transition in the book of Joshua, as the conquest of Canaan has been 
accomplished and the Israelites can now settle in the land that the Lord has given them. 
 
 
Chapter 13 begins with Joshua being told by God that he is old and that there is still much 
land to be conquered. God instructs Joshua to divide the land that has been conquered 
among the tribes of Israel, and also mentions the areas that still need to be conquered. 
The chapter then lists the lands that were conquered under the leadership of Moses and 
Joshua, but which still needed to be divided among the tribes of Israel. The lands were 
assigned to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh on the east side of 
the Jordan River. 
The chapter emphasizes the importance of dividing the land among the tribes and the 
responsibility of the leaders to ensure that the land is distributed fairly. It also shows that 
there is still work to be done, even after achieving victory, and that there are always new 
challenges to face. 
Chapter 13 reinforces the themes of obedience and faithfulness, as well as the importance 
of diligence and responsibility in fulfilling our obligations. It reminds us that God has 
given us tasks to accomplish, and we need to be diligent and faithful in carrying them out. 
 
Joshua chapter 13 describes the division of the land that the Israelites had conquered 
among the tribes of Israel. Here are some important verses from this chapter in the 
Christian Bible: 

1. "Now Joshua was old and well advanced in years, and the Lord said to him, 'You 
are very old, and there are still very large areas of land to be taken over.'" (Joshua 
13:1) 

2. "So the Lord said to him, 'This is the land that I promised on oath to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob when I said, "I will give it to your descendants." I have let you 
see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.'" (Joshua 13:12) 



3. "But to the tribe of Levi he gave no inheritance, since the food offerings presented 
to the Lord, the God of Israel, are their inheritance, as he promised them." (Joshua 
13:14) 

These verses emphasize the completeness of the Israelites' conquest, but also the fact that 
there is still land that needs to be taken. The Lord reminds Joshua of His promise to give 
the land to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the fact that Joshua will 
not cross over into it serves as a reminder that the Lord's promises will always be 
fulfilled, but not necessarily in the way that we might expect. The fact that the tribe of 
Levi received no inheritance is a reminder that their calling was to serve the Lord and the 
people of Israel in a different way than the other tribes, and that their inheritance was in 
the Lord Himself. 
 

 
Chapter 14 begins with the account of Caleb, one of the original spies sent to scout out 
the land of Canaan, who approaches Joshua and reminds him of the promise that God had 
made to him forty-five years earlier. Caleb asks for the land of Hebron as his inheritance, 
which Joshua grants him. 
The chapter then describes how the land of Hebron was conquered and given to Caleb 
and his descendants as an inheritance. Caleb, who was 85 years old at the time, bravely 
and confidently led the attack on Hebron, trusting in God to give him victory. 
The chapter emphasizes the importance of faithfulness and trust in God's promises. 
Caleb's faithfulness and courage are rewarded with the inheritance he had been promised, 
demonstrating the faithfulness of God to His promises. Caleb's story serves as an 
example of the importance of trusting in God's promises and relying on Him for strength 
and courage in the face of challenges. 
Chapter 14 reinforces the themes of obedience, faithfulness, and trust in God's promises. 
It also highlights the importance of courage and perseverance in fulfilling the tasks that 
God has assigned to us. 
 
Joshua chapter 14 describes the division of the land among the tribes of Israel and the 
request of Caleb, one of the leaders of Israel, for the land that the Lord had promised him. 
Here are some important verses from this chapter in the Christian Bible: 

1. "Now these are the areas the Israelites received as an inheritance in the land of 
Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal 
clans of Israel allotted to them." (Joshua 14:1) 

2. "So on that day Moses swore to me, 'The land on which your feet have walked 
will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have 
followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.'" (Joshua 14:9) 

3. "Then the land had rest from war." (Joshua 14:15) 
These verses emphasize the fulfillment of the Lord's promises to the Israelites and the 
importance of wholeheartedly following Him. Caleb's request for the land that the Lord 
had promised him shows that the Lord's promises are still relevant and active, even after 
many years have passed. The phrase "the land had rest from war" emphasizes that the 
conquest of Canaan has been accomplished and the Israelites can now settle in the land 
that the Lord has given them. Overall, this chapter reinforces the themes of faithfulness 
and obedience to the Lord, and the fulfillment of His promises to His people. 



 
 

Chapter 15 describes the allocation of land to the tribe of Judah, which was the largest 
and most prominent tribe of Israel. The chapter details the borders of Judah's inheritance, 
including the cities and towns within those borders. 
The chapter also lists the fortified cities that were given to Judah, including Jerusalem, 
which was not yet conquered but promised to them. The tribe of Judah successfully 
conquered many of the cities and towns within their borders, but there were still some 
areas that remained unconquered. 
The chapter emphasizes the importance of obedience and faithfulness in receiving the 
inheritance that God had promised. Judah's inheritance was a direct result of their 
obedience and faithfulness to God's commands, which allowed them to conquer the land 
and receive the blessings that God had promised. 
Chapter 15 reinforces the themes of obedience, faithfulness, and trust in God's promises. 
It also highlights the importance of diligence and perseverance in fulfilling the tasks that 
God has assigned to us. The chapter serves as a reminder that God is faithful to His 
promises and that obedience and faithfulness are the keys to receiving His blessings. 
 
Joshua chapter 15 describes the territory that was allotted to the tribe of Judah. Here are 
some important verses from this chapter in the Christian Bible: 

1. "This then was the tribe of Judah, according to its clans: The territory of Judah 
extended down to the territory of Edom, to the Desert of Zin in the extreme 
south." (Joshua 15:1) 

2. "Caleb drove out from there the three Anakites—Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai—
descendants of Anak." (Joshua 15:14) 

3. "But the people of Judah could not dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in 
Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites live there with the people of Judah." (Joshua 
15:63) 

These verses emphasize the extent and boundaries of the territory that was allotted to the 
tribe of Judah. The driving out of the Anakites by Caleb shows the fulfillment of the 
Lord's promise to him in chapter 14. However, the fact that the Jebusites were not 
dislodged from Jerusalem shows that the conquest of the land was not complete, and that 
there were still challenges to be faced. The mention of the Jebusites also foreshadows the 
events that will take place in the next few chapters, where Jerusalem will play a 
prominent role in the Israelites' story. Overall, this chapter emphasizes the importance of 
the Lord's promises and the need for continued perseverance in the face of challenges. 
 

 
Chapter 16 describes the allocation of land to the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, which 
were the descendants of Joseph. The chapter details the borders of their inheritance, 
including the cities and towns within those borders. 
The chapter emphasizes that although the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh were given a 
large and fertile territory, they did not completely drive out the Canaanites from their 
land. As a result, the Canaanites remained in their midst as a constant threat and source of 
conflict. 



The chapter also describes the failure of the tribe of Ephraim to fully conquer their 
allotted territory. Despite being given a rich and abundant land, the Ephraimites were 
unable to drive out the Canaanites from their midst, which would later prove to be a 
source of trouble for them. 
The chapter reinforces the themes of obedience, diligence, and faithfulness in fulfilling 
the tasks that God has assigned to us. It also serves as a warning against complacency and 
compromise, which can lead to the failure to fully conquer the obstacles and challenges 
that we face. 
Overall, Chapter 16 emphasizes the importance of faithfulness and obedience to God's 
commands in order to receive His blessings, and the need to be diligent and persistent in 
our efforts to fulfill the tasks that He has assigned to us. 
 
Joshua chapter 16 describes the territory that was allotted to the tribe of Joseph, 
specifically the descendants of his son Ephraim. Here are some important verses from 
this chapter in the Christian Bible: 

1. "So this was the allotment of the tribe of Ephraim by its clans: The boundary of 
their allotment went from Ataroth Addar in the east to Upper Beth Horon." 
(Joshua 16:5) 

2. "Yet they did not dislodge the Canaanites living in Gezer; to this day the 
Canaanites live among the people of Ephraim but are required to do forced labor." 
(Joshua 16:10) 

These verses emphasize the boundaries of the territory allotted to the tribe of Ephraim 
and the fact that they did not fully drive out the Canaanites from their land. The mention 
of the Canaanites being required to do forced labor shows that there was some level of 
control exercised over them, but the fact that they still lived among the Israelites suggests 
that the conquest was not fully complete. This chapter also highlights the importance of 
obedience to the Lord's commands, as failure to fully dislodge the Canaanites would later 
lead to trouble for the Israelites. Overall, this chapter reinforces the themes of faithfulness 
and perseverance in the face of challenges, and the importance of obedience to the Lord's 
commands. 
 

 
Chapter 17 continues the theme of the allocation of land to the tribes of Israel. In this 
chapter, the focus is on the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, who received their 
inheritance in the land of Canaan. 
The chapter begins with the daughters of Zelophehad, who were from the tribe of 
Manasseh. They come before Joshua and the leaders of Israel to request that they be 
given an inheritance in the land. Because their father had no sons, they were concerned 
that their family's name would be lost if they were not given a portion of the land. Joshua 
grants their request and gives them a portion of the land in the tribe of Manasseh. 
The chapter then describes the inheritance given to the tribe of Manasseh, which was 
divided between the descendants of Joseph's two sons. However, the tribe of Manasseh 
was unable to drive out the Canaanites from some of the towns within their territory. As a 
result, the Canaanites continued to live among them and caused them trouble. 



The chapter also describes the inheritance given to the tribe of Ephraim, which was also a 
descendant of Joseph. However, the Ephraimites were also unable to drive out the 
Canaanites from some of the towns within their territory. 
The chapter reinforces the theme of obedience and faithfulness in the conquest of the 
land, and the need for the Israelites to fully trust in God's promises and power to 
overcome their enemies. It also emphasizes the importance of unity and cooperation 
between the tribes of Israel in their efforts to conquer and settle the land. 
Overall, Chapter 17 serves as a reminder of the challenges and difficulties that the 
Israelites faced in their conquest of the land, and the need for them to rely on God's 
guidance and strength in order to succeed. 
 
Joshua chapter 17 describes the territory that was allotted to the half-tribe of Manasseh, 
the descendants of Joseph's son Manasseh. Here are some important verses from this 
chapter in the Christian Bible: 

1. "The daughters of Zelophehad son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Makir, 
the son of Manasseh, belonged to the clans of Manasseh son of Joseph. The 
names of these daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah and Tirzah. They 
came forward and stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders and the 
whole assembly at the entrance to the tent of meeting and said..." (Joshua 17:3-4) 

2. "The people of Joseph said to Joshua, 'Why have you given us only one allotment 
and one portion for an inheritance? We are a numerous people, and the Lord has 
blessed us abundantly.'" (Joshua 17:14) 

3. "But the Manassites were not able to occupy these towns, for the Canaanites were 
determined to live in that region. However, when the Israelites grew stronger, they 
subjected the Canaanites to forced labor but did not drive them out completely." 
(Joshua 17:12-13) 

These verses highlight the stories of the daughters of Zelophehad, who were able to 
inherit their father's land despite being women, and the tribe of Manasseh, who felt that 
they deserved more land than they had been allotted. The mention of the Canaanites who 
remained in the land despite Israelite attempts to drive them out underscores the ongoing 
struggles that the Israelites faced as they sought to fully conquer the land. Despite these 
challenges, the Israelites continued to grow stronger and exert more control over the land. 
Overall, this chapter reinforces the themes of faithfulness, perseverance, and obedience to 
the Lord's commands, even in the face of difficult circumstances. 
 
 
Chapter 18 begins with the setting up of the tabernacle at Shiloh, which had been 
designated as the center of worship for the Israelites. The chapter then focuses on the 
allocation of land to the remaining seven tribes of Israel who had not yet received their 
inheritance. 
Joshua gathers representatives from each tribe and instructs them to send out three men to 
survey the remaining land and to divide it into seven portions. The men are then to bring 
their report back to Joshua, who will cast lots to determine the inheritance of each tribe. 
The men set out to survey the land and eventually return to Joshua with their report. 
Based on their report, Joshua divides the land into seven portions and casts lots to 
determine the inheritance of each tribe. 



The chapter concludes with the allocation of the land to the remaining seven tribes. 
However, the tribe of Benjamin received a smaller portion than the other tribes, as the 
city of Jerusalem was located within their territory and had not yet been conquered. 
The chapter emphasizes the importance of obedience to God's commands and the need 
for the Israelites to complete the task of conquering the land and taking possession of 
their inheritance. It also highlights the role of leadership in guiding and directing the 
people towards their goals, as Joshua takes charge in allocating the land to the remaining 
tribes. 
Overall, Chapter 18 serves as a reminder of the Israelites' mission to conquer and settle 
the land, and the need for them to remain obedient to God's commands and follow the 
leadership of Joshua in order to succeed. 
 
Joshua chapter 18 describes the allocation of land to the remaining seven tribes of Israel. 
Here are some important verses from this chapter in the Christian Bible: 

1. "The whole assembly of the Israelites gathered at Shiloh and set up the tent of 
meeting there. The country was brought under their control, and there remained 
seven Israelite tribes who had not yet received their inheritance." (Joshua 18:1) 

2. "So Joshua said to the Israelites: 'How long will you wait before you begin to take 
possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has given you?'" 
(Joshua 18:3) 

3. "But the Levites have no portion among you, because the priesthood of the Lord 
is their inheritance. And Gad, Reuben and the half-tribe of Manasseh have already 
received their inheritance on the east side of the Jordan. Moses the servant of the 
Lord gave it to them." (Joshua 18:7) 

These verses highlight the importance of taking possession of the land that the Lord had 
promised to the Israelites. Joshua urges the remaining seven tribes to begin the process of 
claiming their inheritance, and emphasizes the role of the Levites as priests who would 
not receive a portion of the land. Additionally, the mention of the tribes that had already 
received their inheritance on the east side of the Jordan underscores the complexity of the 
division of the land and the need for clear boundaries and allocations. Overall, this 
chapter emphasizes the importance of following the Lord's commands and taking action 
to claim the blessings that He has promised. 
 

 
Chapter 19 continues with the allocation of land to the remaining tribes of Israel. The 
chapter focuses on the inheritance of the tribe of Simeon and the remaining territories 
given to the tribes of Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan. 
The tribe of Simeon is given its inheritance within the territory of Judah, due to the fact 
that their original allotment was within the territory of Judah, but it was deemed too large 
for them. The remaining tribes receive their inheritances through casting of lots. 
The chapter provides a detailed description of the boundaries and cities within each 
tribe's allotted land. It also mentions the presence of non-Israelite inhabitants within these 
territories and their continued presence despite the Israelite conquest. 
Overall, Chapter 19 emphasizes the importance of following through with the task of 
conquering and settling the land, as well as the fulfillment of God's promises to the 



Israelites. It also highlights the importance of obedience to God's commands and the role 
of leadership in guiding the people towards their goals. 
 
Here are some important verses from Joshua chapter 19 in the Christian Bible: 

1. "The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the people of Simeon, 
according to their families. And their inheritance was within the inheritance of the 
people of Judah." (Joshua 19:1) 

2. "This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their 
families. The inheritance of the children of Simeon was included in the share of 
the children of Judah, for the share of the children of Judah was too much for 
them." (Joshua 19:9) 

3. "These were the cities of the tribe of Simeon according to their families; 
therefore, the inheritance of the tribe of Simeon was within the inheritance of the 
children of Judah." (Joshua 19:9) 

These verses describe the allocation of land to the tribe of Simeon within the territory of 
Judah. The inheritance of the tribe of Simeon was smaller than that of the other tribes, 
and so their land was included within the larger portion allotted to Judah. The importance 
of the tribe of Simeon is highlighted as they are given a place within the land promised to 
the Israelites. These verses also emphasize the meticulous detail with which the division 
of the land was carried out, as the inheritance of each tribe is recorded according to their 
families and specific territories. 
 
 

 
Chapter 20 describes the establishment of cities of refuge for the Israelites. These cities 
were designated as safe havens for those who had unintentionally killed someone, 
providing them with a place to flee and avoid retribution from the avenger of blood, who 
had the legal right to avenge the death of a family member. 
The chapter describes how six cities were chosen as cities of refuge, three on each side of 
the Jordan River. These cities were Bezer, Ramoth, and Golan on the east side of the 
Jordan, and Kedesh, Shechem, and Hebron on the west side of the Jordan. 
The chapter emphasizes the importance of justice and the need for fair treatment of all 
individuals, even those who may have committed unintentional acts of violence. It also 
underscores the importance of following God's commands and the role of the Israelites in 
upholding the law. 
Overall, Chapter 20 highlights the importance of establishing just and fair systems of 
justice, even in times of war and conquest. It also serves as a reminder of the Israelites' 
responsibility to follow God's commands and to treat all individuals with fairness and 
respect. 
 
Here are some important verses from Joshua chapter 20 in the Christian Bible: 

1. "Then the Lord said to Joshua: 'Tell the Israelites to designate the cities of refuge, 
as I instructed you through Moses, so that anyone who kills a person accidentally 
and unintentionally may flee there and find protection from the avenger of 
blood.'" (Joshua 20:1-3) 



2. "The assembly sent twelve thousand fighting men with instructions to go to the 
towns and villages of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh 
and to speak to them, saying, 'Return to your homes with your great wealth--with 
large herds of livestock, with silver, gold, bronze and iron, and a great quantity of 
clothing--and divide with your brothers the plunder from your enemies.'" (Joshua 
22:7-8) 

These verses describe the establishment of the cities of refuge in accordance with God's 
instructions given to Moses. These were designated cities where a person who had 
accidentally killed someone could flee for protection from the avenger of blood, who was 
a family member of the victim seeking retribution. The second verse describes the 
Israelites sending twelve thousand fighting men to ensure that the tribes of Reuben, Gad, 
and half of Manasseh would receive their inheritance of land and possessions, as 
promised by Moses. These verses emphasize the importance of following God's 
instructions and fulfilling the promises made to each tribe. 
 
 
Chapter 21 describes the allocation of cities to the Levites, who were the priestly tribe of 
Israel. The Levites did not receive a specific territory like the other tribes did, but were 
given 48 cities scattered throughout the territories of the other tribes. 
The chapter describes how the Levites were given cities from the territories of Judah, 
Simeon, Benjamin, Ephraim, Dan, and Manasseh. These cities were given to the Levites 
so that they could live among the other tribes and serve as teachers of the Law and 
leaders of worship. 
The chapter also emphasizes the importance of God's faithfulness and the fulfillment of 
his promises to the Israelites. It highlights the fact that God had given the Israelites the 
land they now inhabited, and that he had provided for the Levites as well. 
Overall, Chapter 21 reinforces the importance of obedience to God's commands and the 
fulfillment of his promises. It also underscores the importance of the Levites in serving as 
leaders and teachers within the community, and the significance of their role in 
preserving the Law and leading worship. 
 
Here are some important verses from Joshua chapter 21 in the Christian Bible: 

1. "So the Lord gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their ancestors, and they 
took possession of it and settled there. The Lord gave them rest on every side, just 
as he had sworn to their ancestors. Not one of their enemies withstood them; the 
Lord gave all their enemies into their hands." (Joshua 21:43-44) 

2. "The Lord gave them rest on every side, just as he had sworn to their ancestors. 
Not one of their enemies withstood them; the Lord gave all their enemies into 
their hands. Not one of all the Lord’s good promises to Israel failed; every one 
was fulfilled." (Joshua 21:45) 

These verses describe how God fulfilled his promise to give the Israelites the land he had 
sworn to give to their ancestors. The Israelites settled in the land and the Lord gave them 
rest from their enemies, fulfilling his promises to them. These verses emphasize the 
importance of trusting in God's promises and faithfulness, and how he always fulfills his 
word. 
 



 
Chapter 22 describes the return of the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh to 
their lands east of the Jordan River. These tribes had been granted permission by Moses 
to settle in this area on the condition that they help their fellow Israelites conquer the 
Promised Land west of the Jordan. 
Before they left, the Israelites built an altar on the east side of the Jordan River as a 
reminder of their covenant with God. When the other tribes learned of this altar, they 
were concerned that it would be used for idolatrous worship and that it would lead to 
God's judgment upon the entire community. 
In response, the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh explained that the altar was 
not for sacrificial worship, but rather as a symbol of their commitment to the covenant 
with God. They assured the other tribes that they remained faithful to the God of Israel 
and that the altar was intended as a witness to their shared faith. 
The other tribes were satisfied with this explanation and praised God for the unity of the 
community. The chapter ends with a reminder of God's faithfulness to the Israelites and 
the importance of remaining faithful to their covenant with him. 
Overall, Chapter 22 highlights the importance of communication and understanding 
within the community of Israel. It also emphasizes the significance of the covenant with 
God and the need for all the tribes to remain faithful to him. Finally, it serves as a 
reminder of God's faithfulness and the importance of trust and unity within the 
community. 
 
Here are some important verses from Joshua chapter 22 in the Christian Bible: 

1. "Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh and said to them, “You have done all that Moses the servant of the Lord 
commanded, and you have obeyed me in everything I commanded. For a long 
time now—to this very day—you have not deserted your fellow Israelites but 
have carried out the mission the Lord your God gave you. Now that the Lord your 
God has given them rest as he promised, return to your homes in the land that 
Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of the Jordan." (Joshua 
22:2-4) 

2. "But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the 
servant of the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to 
him, to keep his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul.” (Joshua 22:5) 

3. "But if your own land is defiled, cross over to the Lord’s land, where the Lord’s 
tabernacle stands, and share the land with us. But do not rebel against the Lord or 
against us by building an altar for yourselves, other than the altar of the Lord our 
God." (Joshua 22:19) 

These verses describe Joshua's instructions to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half-tribe of 
Manasseh, who were given land on the east side of the Jordan River. Joshua reminds 
them of their obedience to God's commands and instructions, and urges them to continue 
to follow them as they return to their own land. He also warns them to be careful not to 
rebel against God or the other Israelite tribes by building their own altar for worship. 
These verses emphasize the importance of obedience to God's commands and the need 
for unity among God's people. 



 

 
Chapter 23 consists of Joshua's final address to the leaders and elders of Israel. In his 
speech, Joshua reminds them of God's faithfulness to his promises and of the victories 
that the Israelites have won with God's help. He exhorts them to continue to follow God's 
commands and to love and serve him with all their hearts and souls. 
Joshua warns the Israelites not to make alliances or intermarry with the remaining 
Canaanite nations, but to remain separate and distinct as God's chosen people. He also 
cautions them that if they turn away from God and worship other gods, they will be 
punished and suffer the consequences. 
Finally, Joshua encourages the Israelites to be strong and courageous, and to trust in 
God's protection and guidance as they continue to live in the land that God has given 
them. 
Overall, Chapter 23 serves as a reminder of the importance of remaining faithful to God 
and of the consequences of turning away from him. It also emphasizes the need for the 
Israelites to remain separate and distinct as God's chosen people, and to continue to trust 
in God's protection and guidance in their daily lives. 
 
Joshua 23 contains Joshua's farewell address to the Israelites before his death, and he 
emphasizes the importance of obeying God and keeping His commands as they settle in 
the Promised Land. 
Some important verses from Joshua 23 in the Christian Bible include: 

 "Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of 
Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left." (Joshua 23:6) 

 "But as surely as the Lord your God has given you the good things he promised 
you, he will also bring disaster on you if you disobey him. He will not leave you 
until he has destroyed you." (Joshua 23:15-16) 

 "Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and 
soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed. 
Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed." (Joshua 23:14) 

These verses emphasize the importance of obedience to God's commands, the 
consequences of disobedience, and God's faithfulness in keeping His promises to His 
people. 
 

 
Chapter 24 begins with Joshua assembling all the tribes of Israel at Shechem to renew the 
covenant with God. He reminds them of God's faithfulness to their ancestors, including 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of the miracles God performed on their behalf, such as 
the parting of the Red Sea and the conquest of the Canaanite nations. 
Joshua then challenges the Israelites to choose whom they will serve, either the gods of 
the surrounding nations or the Lord God of Israel. The people respond that they will serve 
the Lord, acknowledging that he is the only true God who has done great things for them. 
After reaffirming the covenant, Joshua sets up a stone as a witness to the covenant and 
delivers a final exhortation to the people to remain faithful to God and to serve him with 



all their hearts and souls. He also warns them of the consequences of disobedience and of 
turning away from God. 
The chapter ends with the death of Joshua and the burial of Joseph's bones in Shechem, 
as well as a reminder of the continuing presence of the tabernacle at Shiloh, where the 
priests and Levites continue to serve the Lord. 
Overall, Chapter 24 serves as a conclusion to the Book of Joshua, highlighting the 
importance of remaining faithful to God and reaffirming the covenant between God and 
the Israelites. It also provides closure to the narrative by describing the death of Joshua 
and the burial of Joseph's bones, while also setting the stage for the continuation of 
Israel's story under new leadership. 
 
Joshua 24 contains Joshua's final address to the Israelites before his death, in which he 
reminds them of all that God has done for them and urges them to serve Him faithfully. 
Some important verses from Joshua 24 in the Christian Bible include: 

 "But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the 
Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord." (Joshua 24:15) 

 "The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. It was not with our 
ancestors that the Lord made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who are 
alive here today." (Joshua 24:25-26) 

 "Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who 
outlived him and who had experienced everything the Lord had done for Israel." 
(Joshua 24:31) 

These verses emphasize the importance of making a deliberate choice to serve God, the 
significance of the covenant between God and His people, and the faithfulness of God 
and the Israelites' commitment to serve Him during the time of Joshua's leadership. 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 
Some of the most difficult questions in the Book of Joshua include: 

1. The morality of the Israelites' conquest of Canaan, including the killing of men, 
women, and children in the cities they conquered. 

2. The accuracy and historicity of the account of the Israelites crossing the Jordan 
River on dry ground and the fall of Jericho. 

3. The exact location of some of the places mentioned in the book, such as Ai and 
Gilgal. 

4. The meaning and significance of the covenant renewal ceremony described in 
chapter 8. 

5. The role of the miraculous events, such as the stopping of the sun and the moon in 
the sky, in the Israelites' victory over their enemies. 

These questions have been the subject of much debate and discussion among scholars and 
theologians, with no clear consensus or definitive answers. 



 
 


