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Jonah 
The book of Jonah is a short prophetic book in the Christian Old Testament. It tells the 
story of a prophet named Jonah who was sent by God to preach to the people of Nineveh, 
a great city in Assyria known for its wickedness. However, Jonah initially tries to run 
away from God's call and sets off on a ship in the opposite direction. 
While at sea, Jonah's ship encounters a great storm, and Jonah confesses to the crew that 
he is fleeing from God's call. He tells them to throw him overboard, which they do, and 
Jonah is swallowed by a great fish. In the belly of the fish, Jonah repents and prays to 
God, and after three days, the fish vomits him out onto dry land. 
God again commands Jonah to go and preach to the people of Nineveh, and this time, 
Jonah obeys. He preaches to the people, and they repent and turn to God, which causes 
God to spare the city from destruction. However, Jonah is unhappy with this outcome, as 
he wanted to see the city destroyed. God rebukes Jonah for his lack of compassion and 
mercy towards the people of Nineveh. 
The book of Jonah is often seen as a story about obedience to God's call and the 
importance of repentance and mercy. It also emphasizes the universal reach of God's 
mercy and the fact that even the most wicked people can turn to God and be saved. 

 
Chapter 1: God calls Jonah to preach to the people of Nineveh, but Jonah tries to run 
away by boarding a ship heading in the opposite direction. A great storm arises, and the 
crew realizes that Jonah is the cause. Jonah tells them to throw him overboard, and he is 
swallowed by a great fish. 
Chapter 2: Jonah is in the belly of the fish and prays to God for deliverance. He 
acknowledges his disobedience and vows to fulfill his mission if God will spare his life. 
The fish vomits Jonah onto dry land. 
Chapter 3: God again commands Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach to the people. This 
time, Jonah obeys and delivers the message that the city will be destroyed in forty days. 



Chapter 4: The people of Nineveh repent and turn to God, and he relents from destroying 
the city. However, Jonah is angry and bitter, as he wanted to see the city destroyed. God 
rebukes Jonah and reminds him of his compassion and mercy. 
That's a brief summary of each chapter in the book of Jonah. 
 

 
Chapter 1 opens with God calling Jonah, a prophet, to go and preach to the people of 
Nineveh, a great city known for its wickedness. However, instead of obeying God's 
command, Jonah tries to run away by boarding a ship headed in the opposite direction. 
While at sea, a great storm arises, and the crew realizes that Jonah is the cause of their 
misfortune. They ask him who he is and what he has done, and Jonah tells them that he is 
a Hebrew who worships the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land. Jonah 
confesses that he is fleeing from God's call to preach to the people of Nineveh, and he 
tells the crew to throw him overboard, as he believes that this will calm the sea. 
The crew initially tries to row back to land, but the storm only grows stronger. They 
eventually realize that Jonah's God is the true God and ask Jonah to forgive them for 
throwing him overboard. They throw Jonah into the sea, and a great fish swallows him 
up. 
Chapter 1 sets up the main conflict of the book, which is Jonah's disobedience to God's 
call and his attempt to run away. It also introduces the theme of repentance, as the crew 
comes to acknowledge the power of Jonah's God and ask for forgiveness. The chapter 
also sets up the miraculous events that follow, including Jonah's survival in the belly of 
the fish.  
 
Here are some important verses from Jonah chapter 1 in the Christian Bible, along with a 
brief explanation and where to find them: 

1. Verse 1: "The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 'Go to the great 
city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before 
me.'" This verse sets the scene for the rest of the book, as God calls Jonah to go to 
Nineveh and deliver a message of repentance. 

2. Verse 3: "But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went 
down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, 
he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord." This verse reveals 
Jonah's disobedience to God's command, as he tries to run away from his mission. 

3. Verse 4: "Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm 
arose that the ship threatened to break up." This verse shows how God intervenes 
to stop Jonah from running away, by sending a storm that endangers the ship and 
everyone on board. 

4. Verse 9: "He answered, 'I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of 
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.'" This verse is part of Jonah's 
response to the sailors, who ask him who he is and why he has brought the storm 
upon them. Jonah confesses his faith in the one true God and acknowledges his 
responsibility for the storm. 

5. Verse 15: "Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea 
grew calm." This verse marks the climax of the chapter, as the sailors realize that 
Jonah's God is the true God, and they reluctantly throw him overboard in order to 



appease the storm. The sea immediately becomes calm, showing the power of 
Jonah's God. 

 

 
Chapter 2 opens with Jonah in the belly of the great fish, where he prays to God for 
deliverance. Jonah begins by acknowledging his dire situation, describing how he was 
"thrown into the deep" and how "the waters closed in over me to take my life." He then 
describes how he called out to God for help, and how God answered his prayer by 
sending the fish to swallow him up. 
Jonah then describes his experience inside the fish, saying that he was "at the roots of the 
mountains" and that the seaweed was wrapped around his head. He acknowledges that it 
was God who brought him up from the pit of the fish, and he vows to fulfill his mission 
to preach to the people of Nineveh if God will spare his life. 
Chapter 2 is a prayer of thanksgiving and repentance by Jonah, as he acknowledges his 
disobedience to God's call and his desperate need for deliverance. The chapter also 
emphasizes the power of God to rescue those who call upon him in times of trouble, as 
well as the importance of repentance and obedience to God's will. It also sets up the 
events of the next chapter, in which Jonah will finally fulfill his mission to preach to the 
people of Nineveh.  
 

 

Here are some important verses from Jonah chapter 2 in the Christian Bible, along with a 
brief explanation and where to find them: 

1. Verse 1: "From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God." This verse 
marks the beginning of Jonah's prayer of repentance from inside the fish. It shows 
that Jonah has recognized his disobedience and is now turning back to God. 

2. Verse 2: "In my distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me. From deep in 
the realm of the dead I called for help, and you listened to my cry." This verse 
shows Jonah's desperation and the depth of his distress as he was swallowed by 
the fish. Despite this, he acknowledges that God heard his cry and answered his 
prayer. 

3. Verse 7: "When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, Lord, and my 
prayer rose to you, to your holy temple." This verse highlights Jonah's recognition 
that he was on the brink of death and his realization that only God could save him. 
He also acknowledges the holiness of God and the importance of prayer. 

4. Verse 9: "But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I have 
vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’” This verse 
is the culmination of Jonah's prayer of repentance, as he promises to offer a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving to God and acknowledges that salvation comes from 
God alone. 

5. Verse 10: "And the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry 
land." This verse marks the end of Jonah's time inside the fish and shows God's 
mercy in delivering him from certain death. It also sets the stage for the next 
chapter, where Jonah will finally go to Nineveh to deliver God's message 

 



 
Chapter 3 opens with God calling Jonah a second time, commanding him to go to 
Nineveh and preach to the people there. This time, Jonah obeys and travels to the city, 
which was a great and powerful capital of the Assyrian empire. 
Upon arriving in Nineveh, Jonah proclaims a message of doom and destruction, saying 
that the city will be overthrown in forty days. The people of Nineveh, from the greatest to 
the least, hear Jonah's message and respond with repentance and fasting. They put on 
sackcloth, a sign of mourning, and turn from their evil ways, hoping that God will spare 
them. 
When God sees their repentance, he relents from destroying the city, and does not carry 
out the destruction that he had threatened. This greatly angers Jonah, who had wanted to 
see the city destroyed. He complains to God, saying that he knew all along that God was 
merciful and would not carry out the destruction he had threatened. 
Chapter 3 emphasizes the power of repentance and the mercy of God, as the people of 
Nineveh are spared from destruction through their sincere repentance. It also emphasizes 
the importance of obeying God's call, as Jonah finally fulfills his mission to preach to the 
people of Nineveh. However, it also sets up the conflict of the next chapter, as Jonah 
struggles with his own anger and bitterness towards the people of Nineveh and God's 
mercy towards them. 
 
Here are some important verses from Jonah chapter 3 in the Christian Bible, along with a 
brief explanation and where to find them: 

1. Verse 1: "Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 'Go to the great 
city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.'" This verse marks the 
start of Jonah's second chance to fulfill God's command to go to Nineveh and 
deliver a message of repentance. 

2. Verse 5: "The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, 
from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth." This verse shows the impact of 
Jonah's message on the people of Nineveh, as they all respond with repentance 
and fasting. It also shows that God's mercy is available to all, regardless of their 
status or background. 

3. Verse 8: "Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and 
their violence." This verse is part of the king of Nineveh's proclamation of 
repentance, as he orders his people to turn away from their wickedness and 
violence and seek God's forgiveness. 

4. Verse 10: "When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened." 
This verse shows the power of repentance and God's mercy, as he spares Nineveh 
from the destruction he had originally planned. It also shows that God is willing 
to forgive and show mercy to those who turn away from their sin and seek his 
forgiveness. 

5. Verse 4: "Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, 'Forty 
more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.'" This verse shows Jonah finally 
fulfilling his mission, as he goes into the city of Nineveh and delivers the message 
of repentance that God had given him. 

 



 
 
chapter 4 of the book of Jonah in the Christian Bible, Jonah becomes angry and 
complains to God after the people of Nineveh repent and are spared from destruction. 
Here is a full description of the chapter: 

1. But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 
2. He prayed to the Lord, "Isn't this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That 

is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious 
and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents 
from sending calamity. 

3. Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live." 
4. But the Lord replied, "Is it right for you to be angry?" 
5. Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made 

himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 
6. Then the Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give 

shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the 
plant. 

7. But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it 
withered. 

8. When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on 
Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, "It would be better 
for me to die than to live." 

9. But God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?" "It is," he 
said. "And I'm so angry I wish I were dead." 

10. But the Lord said, "You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not 
tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 

11. And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand 
from their left—and also many animals?" 

 
Here are some important verses from Jonah chapter 4 in the Christian Bible, along with a 
brief explanation and where to find them: 

1. Verse 1: "But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry." This verse 
shows Jonah's reaction to God's mercy towards the people of Nineveh. Jonah did 
not want God to spare Nineveh, and he became angry that God had chosen to 
show mercy rather than destruction. 

2. Verse 2: "He prayed to the Lord, 'Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at 
home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a 
gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God 
who relents from sending calamity.'" This verse reveals Jonah's true motivations 
for running away from God's command to go to Nineveh. Jonah knew that God 
was merciful, and he did not want God to show mercy to the people of Nineveh 
because they were the enemies of Israel. 

3. Verse 4: "But the Lord replied, 'Is it right for you to be angry?'" This verse shows 
God's response to Jonah's anger and reveals his compassionate nature. God 



questions Jonah's anger and tries to help him understand the importance of 
showing mercy and forgiveness to others. 

4. Verse 10: "But the Lord said, 'You have been concerned about this plant, though 
you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 
And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand 
from their left—and also many animals?'" This verse shows God's final response 
to Jonah and highlights the importance of God's mercy and compassion towards 
all of his creations. God cares not only for the people of Nineveh but also for the 
animals in the city. 

5. Verse 3: "Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live." 
This verse shows Jonah's despair and his desire to die rather than witness God's 
mercy towards the people of Nineveh. 

 
 

 

Notes: 

 

The Book of Jonah raises several difficult questions that have puzzled readers and 
scholars for centuries. Some of these questions include: 

1. Did Jonah survive in the belly of the fish for three days? This is a topic of debate, 
as some argue that it is physically impossible for a person to survive inside a fish 
for that long. Others believe that the story is meant to be taken as a metaphorical 
representation of Jonah's spiritual journey. 

2. Was Jonah a historical figure or a fictional character? While some scholars 
believe that Jonah was a real person who lived in the eighth century BC, others 
argue that the story is a work of fiction designed to teach a moral lesson. 

3. What is the meaning of the story's ending? The book concludes with God's rebuke 
of Jonah for his lack of compassion toward the people of Nineveh. However, the 
narrative ends abruptly, leaving readers to speculate about Jonah's response and 
his ultimate fate. 

4. What is the significance of the plant that God provides for Jonah's shade? God 
provides a plant to shade Jonah from the scorching sun, but then causes it to 
wither and die, causing Jonah great distress. The plant has been interpreted as a 
symbol of God's mercy and provision, or as a representation of Jonah's fleeting 
comfort and material possessions. 

5. What is the lesson of the story of Jonah? The story of Jonah is a complex and 
multi-layered narrative that has been interpreted in many ways. Some see it as a 
warning against disobedience to God's call, while others view it as a lesson in 
forgiveness and compassion. Ultimately, the book of Jonah teaches that God's 
love and mercy extend even to those who seem unworthy or hostile to his 
message. 

 


