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Haggai

The book of Haggai is a short book in the Old Testament of the Christian Bible,
consisting of only two chapters. It is named after the prophet Haggai, who was called by
God to encourage the people of Judah to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.

The book is set during the time when the exiled Jews had returned from Babylon to
Jerusalem, but the temple lay in ruins. Haggai’s message to the people was that they
needed to put God first and prioritize the rebuilding of the temple, rather than focusing on
their own desires and material possessions.

Haggai’s message was initially met with resistance, but the people eventually heeded his
words and began work on the temple. Through Haggai’s prophetic words, God promised
to bless the people and bring prosperity to the land once they had completed the temple.
The book of Haggai is considered to be an important message about obedience and
putting God first. It is also a reminder that God is faithful and will keep his promises to
his people.

In summary, the book of Haggai is a short but powerful message about the importance of
putting God first and being obedient to his will. It is a reminder that God is faithful and
will bless his people when they prioritize their relationship with him.

Here is a brief description of each chapter in the book of Haggai:

Chapter 1: The Call to Rebuild the Temple In this chapter, Haggai is sent by God to
speak to the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, and the high priest, Joshua, to urge them to
rebuild the temple. Haggai rebukes the people for putting their own desires and priorities
ahead of God’s, and calls on them to put God first by rebuilding the temple.

Chapter 2: The Promise of Future Glory In this chapter, Haggai encourages the people to
persevere in rebuilding the temple despite the opposition they face. He reassures them
that God is with them and promises that the glory of the new temple will be greater than
the glory of the old temple. Haggai also speaks of a future time when God will shake the
heavens and the earth, and promises that God will bless the people who are faithful to
him.



Overall, the book of Haggai emphasizes the importance of putting God first and being
obedient to his will, and promises that God will bless his people when they prioritize their
relationship with him.

Chapter 1 of Haggai begins with the word of the Lord coming through the prophet
Haggai to Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, and to Joshua, the high priest. The message
is a rebuke to the people for not rebuilding the temple, which had been destroyed by the
Babylonians about 70 years earlier. Instead of rebuilding the temple, the people had been
focused on their own houses and crops.

The Lord speaks through Haggai, saying, "Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your
paneled houses while this house lies desolate?" (verse 4). The Lord reminds the people
that they have been sowing much but reaping little, and that they are not prospering as
they should because they have neglected the rebuilding of the temple.

Haggai goes on to urge the people to consider their ways and to go up to the mountains to
bring wood to rebuild the temple. He reminds them that the Lord is with them, and that
they should not fear. The people respond to Haggai's message and begin the work of
rebuilding the temple.

The chapter ends with a message from the Lord to the people, encouraging them to be
strong and to work, for He is with them. The Lord promises to fill the temple with His
glory once it is rebuilt.

In summary, chapter 1 of Haggai is a call to the people of Judah to prioritize the
rebuilding of the temple over their own personal pursuits. The Lord rebukes them for
neglecting the temple, and Haggai urges them to consider their ways and to begin the
work of rebuilding. The chapter ends with a promise from the Lord to bless the people
once the temple is rebuilt.

Here are some important verses from chapter 1 of the book of Haggai, along with a brief
explanation and the chapter 1 verse reference:

1. "Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to
rebuild the house of the Lord" (verse 2). This verse sets up the context for the rest
of chapter 1, which is a rebuke from the Lord to the people for neglecting the
rebuilding of the temple.

2. "Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house
lies in ruins?" (verse 4). This verse highlights the Lord's displeasure with the
people's priorities, as they have been more focused on building their own houses
than on rebuilding the temple.

3. "Consider your ways. You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you
never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe
yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them into
a bag with holes" (verses 5-6). This verse highlights the consequences of the
people's neglect of the temple, as they are not prospering as they should be.

4. "Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the hills and bring
wood and build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be
glorified, says the Lord" (verses 7-8). This verse is a call to action, urging the
people to prioritize the rebuilding of the temple.



5. "I am with you, declares the Lord" (verse 13). This verse is a message of
reassurance from the Lord to the people, assuring them that He is with them as
they begin the work of rebuilding the temple.

Chapter 2 of Haggai begins with the prophet Haggai speaking to Zerubbabel, the
governor of Judah, and to Joshua, the high priest. He asks them if the new temple that
they are rebuilding will be as glorious as the old temple that Solomon built. Haggai then
gives them a message from the Lord, assuring them that the glory of the new temple will
surpass that of the old, because the Lord is with them and will bless their efforts.

Haggai then encourages the people to be strong and to continue working on the temple,
despite any opposition or difficulties they may face. He tells them that the Lord is with
them and will help them. Haggai also reminds the people that the silver and gold belong
to the Lord, and that He will provide for them in all things.

The rest of the chapter contains four messages from the Lord to Haggai, which he
delivers to the people. In the first message, the Lord promises to be with the people as
they rebuild the temple and assures them that the glory of the new temple will be greater
than that of the old. In the second message, the Lord promises to bless the people and to
provide for them in all things. In the third message, the Lord reminds the people that He
is the one who shakes the heavens and the earth, and that He will bring about a great
shaking that will overthrow the nations and establish His kingdom. In the fourth and final
message, the Lord promises to bless Zerubbabel and to make him like a signet ring, a
symbol of honor and authority.

In summary, chapter 2 of Haggai is a message of encouragement to the people of Judah
as they work on rebuilding the temple. Haggai assures them that the Lord is with them
and will bless their efforts, and he reminds them that the glory of the new temple will
surpass that of the old. The chapter also contains messages from the Lord promising to
bless and provide for the people, and to establish His kingdom on earth.

Here are some important verses from chapter 2 of the book of Haggai, along with a brief
explanation and the chapter 2 verse reference:
1. "Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the
Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord of hosts" (verse 4). This verse is
a call to the people to be strong and to continue working on rebuilding the temple,
with the assurance that the Lord is with them.
2. "The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of
hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts" (verse 9).
This verse is a promise from the Lord that the glory of the new temple will
surpass that of the old, and that it will be a place of peace.
3. "l am with you, declares the Lord of hosts, according to the covenant that I made
with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not"
(verse 5). This verse is another reassurance from the Lord that He is with the
people and that they need not fear.



Notes:

"The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts" (verse 8).
This verse is a reminder that all material resources belong to the Lord and that He
will provide for His people as they work on rebuilding the temple.

"For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so
that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory,
says the Lord of hosts" (verses 6-7). This verse is a prophecy from the Lord of a
coming time of great upheaval, in which He will establish His kingdom and fill
the temple with His glory.

some questions that have been debated by scholars and theologians over the years:

1.

When exactly were the prophecies of Haggai fulfilled? While some argue that
they were fulfilled during the time of the restoration of the temple in Jerusalem in
the 5th century BC, others believe that they have a wider prophetic significance.
Why did the rebuilding of the temple take so long? Despite the exhortations of the
prophet Haggai, the rebuilding of the temple was still delayed. Some scholars
suggest that political and economic factors played a role in this delay.

What was the significance of the rebuilding of the temple? While it was certainly
an important religious and cultural achievement for the Jewish people, some
scholars suggest that the rebuilding of the temple had wider political and social
significance, such as serving as a symbol of Jewish resistance to foreign
domination.

These questions do not have easy answers and are still debated by scholars and
theologians today.



