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1 Peter

The book of 1 Peter is a letter written by the apostle Peter, one of Jesus' twelve disciples,
to a group of Christians who were scattered throughout Asia Minor (present-day Turkey)
during the first century AD. The letter was likely written between AD 62-64, during the
reign of Emperor Nero, a time of persecution for Christians.

The purpose of the letter is to encourage and strengthen these scattered Christians who
were facing trials and suffering, both for their faith and in their everyday lives. Peter
reminds his readers of the hope they have in Christ and encourages them to persevere in
their faith, even in the midst of trials and suffering.

Throughout the letter, Peter emphasizes the importance of living a holy life and
submitting to those in authority, whether it be government officials or masters in a
household. He also encourages Christians to love and serve one another, to show
hospitality to strangers, and to be good stewards of the gifts God has given them.

The letter is organized into five chapters, each addressing different themes:

Chapter 1: Peter begins by reminding his readers of their salvation through Christ and the
hope they have in him, despite their current trials and sufferings.

Chapter 2: Peter encourages his readers to live holy lives, to submit to those in authority,
and to imitate Christ's example of suffering for the sake of others.

Chapter 3: Peter addresses the relationships between husbands and wives, urging them to
treat one another with love and respect, and to seek harmony in their relationships.
Chapter 4: Peter reminds his readers that suffering is a normal part of the Christian life
and encourages them to persevere in their faith, even in the face of persecution.

Chapter 5: Peter encourages Christian leaders to serve their congregations with humility
and to trust in God's grace and care for them.

Overall, the book of 1 Peter is a powerful and encouraging letter that speaks to the
challenges and difficulties faced by Christians in the first century and continues to be a
source of comfort and strength for believers today.



Chapter 1 of the book of 1 Peter begins with a greeting from Peter, an apostle of Jesus
Christ, to the elect exiles of the dispersion in various regions. Peter reminds the readers
that they have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with
his blood. He then blesses them with grace and peace.

Peter goes on to praise God for the living hope that Christians have through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade. He acknowledges that the readers may be going through trials and suffering, but he
encourages them to rejoice in their salvation and the hope that is to come. He also
reminds them that their faith, which is more precious than gold, may be tested so that it
may be proved genuine.

Peter then shifts his focus to the prophets who predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
glory that would follow. He reminds the readers that the gospel message they have
received is the same message that was preached to them by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven. He urges them to prepare their minds for action and to be sober-minded, so that
they may set their hope fully on the grace to be given to them when Jesus Christ is
revealed.

In the final part of chapter 1, Peter emphasizes the importance of holiness in the lives of
Christians. He quotes from the book of Leviticus, saying "Be holy, because I am holy,"
and urges the readers to conduct themselves in fear during their temporary stay on earth.
He reminds them that they have been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and
encourages them to love one another deeply from the heart.

Overall, chapter 1 of 1 Peter is a reminder to Christians of their salvation, the hope they
have in Christ, and the importance of holiness in their lives. It also acknowledges that
suffering may come, but encourages readers to rejoice in their salvation and to set their
hope fully on the grace to be given to them when Christ is revealed.

Here are some important verses from the book of 1 Peter in the Christian Bible, along
with a brief explanation of each verse and their location within chapter 1:

1. Verse 3 - "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead." This verse highlights the significance of Jesus'
resurrection and the hope that it brings to Christians.

2. Verse 7 - "These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result
in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed." This verse emphasizes
the importance of faith and how it can be tested and refined through trials and
difficulties.

3. Verse 13 - "Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on
the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming." This
verse encourages believers to be watchful and ready for the return of Jesus and to
place their hope in the grace that will be given at that time.

4. Verse 15 - "But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is
written: 'Be holy, because I am holy." This verse emphasizes the importance of
living a holy and righteous life in accordance with God's character.



5. Verse 23 - "For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God." This verse highlights
the idea of being born again and becoming a new creation through the power of
God's word.

These verses can be found in 1 Peter 1:3, 1:7, 1:13, 1:15, and 1:23, respectively.

Chapter 2 of the book of 1 Peter continues with Peter's exhortation to the Christian
believers. He begins by urging them to rid themselves of all malice, deceit, hypocrisy,
envy, and slander, and to desire pure spiritual milk so that they may grow up in their
salvation.

Peter then introduces Jesus Christ as the cornerstone of the Christian faith, quoting from
Psalm 118:22-23: "The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone." He
explains that Jesus is the living stone, rejected by humans but chosen by God, and that all
who believe in him are also living stones, being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood.

Peter then reminds the believers that they were once not a people, but now they are the
people of God, chosen to proclaim his praises. He urges them to live as foreigners and
exiles in the world, abstaining from sinful desires that wage war against their souls and to
submit themselves to human authorities for the Lord's sake.

In the second half of chapter 2, Peter addresses the issue of slavery. He instructs slaves to
submit to their masters, even those who are harsh, and to endure suffering unjustly, just
as Christ suffered for them. He also reminds them that they are called to follow in Christ's
footsteps, who did not retaliate when he was insulted or suffer unjustly, but entrusted
himself to God.

Peter then extends this teaching to all believers, encouraging them to do good and suffer
for doing good, even if it means enduring unjust suffering. He reminds them that Christ
suffered for them, leaving them an example to follow, and that they have been called to
follow in his footsteps.

Overall, chapter 2 of 1 Peter emphasizes the importance of submitting to God, living as
foreigners and exiles in the world, and following Christ's example of endurance and
suffering. It also teaches the value of doing good and suffering for doing good, and
extends this teaching to the context of slavery, instructing slaves to submit to their
masters and endure unjust suffering as Christ did.

Here are some important verses from the book of 1 Peter in the Christian Bible, along
with a brief explanation of each verse and their location within chapter 2:

1. Verse 2 - "Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow up in your salvation." This verse encourages believers to desire spiritual
nourishment in order to grow and mature in their faith.

2. Verse 4 - "As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen
by God and precious to him—" This verse describes Jesus as the "living Stone"
who was rejected by people but chosen by God as precious.

3. Verse 9 - "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light." This verse highlights the special identity and



purpose of believers as a chosen people who have been called out of darkness into
God's light.

4. Verse 16 - "Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for
evil; live as God’s slaves." This verse reminds believers that while they have
freedom in Christ, they should use it in a way that honors God and avoids sin.

5. Verse 24 - "He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might
die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” This
verse speaks of the sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross and the healing that
believers can experience through his wounds.

These verses can be found in 1 Peter 2:2, 2:4, 2:9, 2:16, and 2:24, respectively.

Chapter 3 of the book of 1 Peter continues with Peter's exhortation to the Christian
believers, focusing on the relationships between husbands and wives, as well as between
all believers.

Peter begins by addressing wives, instructing them to submit to their husbands so that
even if some do not believe the word, they may be won over by the conduct of their
wives. He encourages them to focus on inner beauty rather than outward adornment, and
to have a gentle and quiet spirit that is of great worth in God's sight.

Peter then addresses husbands, instructing them to be considerate of their wives and to
treat them with respect as the weaker partner, and as heirs with them of the gracious gift
of life, so that nothing will hinder their prayers.

Peter then extends his teaching to all believers, encouraging them to be harmonious,
sympathetic, compassionate, and humble towards one another, not returning evil for evil
or insult for insult, but blessing others in return. He reminds them that they were called to
inherit a blessing, and that they should always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks them to give the reason for the hope that they have.

In the final part of chapter 3, Peter draws on the story of Noah and the flood as an
example of how God saves those who obey him. He explains that baptism, which
corresponds to the washing of Noah and his family, now saves believers through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand.
Overall, chapter 3 of 1 Peter emphasizes the importance of submission, respect, and
humility in relationships, as well as the value of doing good and blessing others. It also
teaches the significance of baptism as a symbol of salvation through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, and draws on the story of Noah and the flood as an example of God's
salvation of those who obey him.

Here are some important verses from the book of 1 Peter in the Christian Bible, along
with a brief explanation of each verse and their location within chapter 3:

1. Verse 1 - "Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so
that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words
by the behavior of their wives." This verse addresses the relationship between
wives and husbands and the power of a wife's godly behavior to impact her
husband.

2. Verse 7 - "Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives,
and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the



gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers." This verse
addresses the relationship between husbands and wives and the importance of
treating one's spouse with respect and consideration.

3. Verse 12 - "For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive
to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." This verse
speaks of God's attentiveness to the prayers of the righteous and his opposition to
those who do evil.

4. Verse 15 - "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.
But do this with gentleness and respect." This verse encourages believers to be
ready to share their faith with others in a respectful and gentle manner.

5. Verse 21 - "and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ," This verse speaks of the
significance of baptism and how it symbolizes a pledge of faith and a clear
conscience before God.

These verses can be found in 1 Peter 3:1, 3:7, 3:12, 3:15, and 3:21, respectively.

Chapter 4 of the book of 1 Peter continues with Peter's exhortation to the Christian
believers, focusing on how they should live in light of the coming judgment.

Peter begins by urging the believers to arm themselves with the same attitude as Christ,
who suffered in the flesh but was also raised to life in the Spirit. He reminds them that
those who have suffered in the flesh have broken with sin, and that they should no longer
live for evil human desires but for the will of God.

Peter then addresses the issue of persecution and suffering, encouraging the believers not
to be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come upon them, but to rejoice insofar as they
share in Christ's sufferings. He explains that suffering is a necessary part of the Christian
life, as it purifies and strengthens their faith, and prepares them for the glory that will be
revealed.

Peter also reminds the believers that the end of all things is near, and that they should be
alert and self-controlled in prayer, loving one another deeply, and offering hospitality to
one another without grumbling. He encourages them to use the gifts that God has given
them to serve others, and to do so with the strength that God provides, so that in all things
God may be praised through Jesus Christ.

In the final part of chapter 4, Peter warns against living according to human desires and
engaging in the same sinful behavior that they used to do before they became Christians.
He reminds them that they will have to give an account to God for their actions, and that
they should strive to live according to the will of God, rather than human desires.
Overall, chapter 4 of 1 Peter emphasizes the importance of enduring suffering and
persecution as a necessary part of the Christian life, as well as the need to be alert, self-
controlled, and loving towards one another, using the gifts that God has given for the
benefit of others. It also warns against living according to human desires and calls
believers to live according to the will of God.



Here are some important verses from the book of 1 Peter in the Christian Bible, along
with a brief explanation of each verse and their location within chapter 4:

1. Verse 1 - "Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with
the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin." This
verse encourages believers to have the same attitude as Christ who suffered in his
body and reminds them that suffering can help them turn away from sin.

2. Verse 7 - "The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so
that you may pray." This verse reminds believers that the end of all things is near
and encourages them to stay alert and focused in prayer.

3. Verse 8 - "Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins." This verse emphasizes the importance of loving one another
deeply and the power of love to cover a multitude of sins.

4. Verse 10 - "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms." This verse
encourages believers to use their spiritual gifts to serve others and to be faithful
stewards of God's grace.

5. Verse 19 - "So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good." This verse
encourages believers who suffer according to God's will to commit themselves to
him and to continue doing good.

These verses can be found in 1 Peter 4:1, 4:7, 4:8, 4:10, and 4:19, respectively.

Chapter 5 of the book of 1 Peter concludes Peter's exhortation to the Christian believers,
focusing on how they should relate to one another and to God, and encouraging them to
stand firm in their faith despite the challenges and trials they may face.

Peter begins by addressing the elders in the church, urging them to be shepherds of God's
flock, overseeing them not under compulsion but willingly, not for personal gain but with
eagerness, and not lording it over those entrusted to them but being examples to the flock.
He reminds them that they will receive a crown of glory that will never fade away if they
faithfully serve God and his people.

Peter then turns his attention to the younger members of the church, urging them to
submit to the elders and to one another, and to clothe themselves with humility towards
one another, for "God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble."

Peter concludes his letter with a final exhortation to the believers, urging them to cast all
their anxiety on God, who cares for them. He encourages them to be self-controlled and
alert, resisting the devil and standing firm in their faith. He reminds them that their
brothers and sisters throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings, and
that God, who has called them to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore them and
make them strong, firm and steadfast.

In the final doxology, Peter praises God for his power, glory, and dominion, and ends
with the greeting "Peace to all of you who are in Christ."

Overall, chapter 5 of 1 Peter emphasizes the importance of humble leadership in the
church, submission to one another and to God, and standing firm in the face of trials and
persecution. It also offers comfort and encouragement to believers, reminding them of
God's care and restoration, and ends with a doxology praising God's power and glory.



Here are some important verses from the book of 1 Peter in the Christian Bible, along
with a brief explanation of each verse and their location within chapter 5:

1.

Verse 2 - "Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over
them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to
be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve." This verse addresses those in
leadership positions within the church and reminds them to be good shepherds
who watch over the flock and serve with willingness and eagerness, rather than
for selfish gain.

Verse 5 - "In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your
elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,
'God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble." This verse addresses the
relationship between younger and older members of the church and emphasizes
the importance of humility in all relationships.

Verse 7 - "Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you." This verse
encourages believers to cast their anxieties on God because he cares for them.
Verse 8 - "Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour." This verse reminds believers to stay
alert and watchful for the attacks of the enemy, who seeks to destroy them.

Verse 10 - "And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make
you strong, firm and steadfast." This verse encourages believers to remember that
God will restore and strengthen them after they have suffered for a little while.

These verses can be found in 1 Peter 5:2, 5:5, 5:7, 5:8, and 5:10, respectively.

Notes:

The most difficult questions in 1 Peter are, and what questions may not have clear
answers. However, here are some examples of questions that some readers might find
challenging:

1.

2.

What does it mean to "suffer for doing good" (1 Peter 2:20)? How can one
reconcile the idea of suffering with a loving God?

In 1 Peter 3:19-20, it talks about Jesus preaching to the spirits in prison. What
does this mean? Who are the spirits in prison, and what was Jesus preaching to
them?

How do we interpret 1 Peter 4:6, which talks about the gospel being preached to
the dead? Is this literal or figurative, and if literal, what does it mean?

How can we reconcile the idea of submission to authority in 1 Peter 2:13-17 with
the idea of standing up against unjust or oppressive authority?

In 1 Peter 3:21, it talks about baptism as a "pledge of a clear conscience toward
God." What does this mean, and how does it relate to the idea of salvation and
forgiveness of sins?

It's worth noting that different interpretations of these passages and questions exist within
Christian theology, and that scholars and theologians may offer different perspectives and
answers.






